N   THE  CUSTODY  OE  THE 

BOSTON     PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 


*»    S 


F.SHELF    N° 

?ADA«S 


HISTORY 


OF 


JACOBINISM 


THr 


HISTORY  OF  JACOBINISM, 

Its  CRIMES,  CRUELTIES  and  PERFIDIES: 


COMPRISING 


AN  INQUIRY 

Into  the  Manner  of  Diffeminating,  under  the  Appearance  of 

PHILOSOPHY  AND  VIRTUE, 

PRINCIPLES 

WHICH     ARE     EQUALLY     SUBVERSIVE    OF 

ORDER,  VIRTUE,  RELIGION, 

LI  BERT  T  AND  HAPPINESS. 


BY  WILLIAM  PLAYFAIR. 

With  an  Appendix, 

BY  PETER  PORCUPINE, 

Containing  a  Hiftory  of  the  American  Jacobins,  commonly 
denominated  Democrats. 


VOL.  II. 


"  Hiftory,  who  keeps  a  durable  record  of  all  our  acts,  and  exer- 
"  cifes  her  awful  cenfure  over  all  forts  of  fovereigns,  will  not  forget 
"  thefe  events." 

BUR1CE. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

PRINTED    FOR  WILLIAM    COBBETT,    NORTH     SECOND^ 
STREET,  OPPOSITE  CHRIST  CHURCH. 

I796. 


*M>*»S 


CONTENTS, 


VOLUME   II. 


CHAP.     I. 


c 


ONDUCT  of  the  chiefs  of  the  revolt  who  were 
at  the  Hotel  de  Ville — Cruelties  of  the  i  oth  of  Au- 
gufl — Decrees  of  that  day — Infidious  conduct 
towards  the  king  and  treachery  to  the  nation — 
Manner  in  which  Paris  ruled  defpotically  over 
France — Difficulties  attending  the  eflablifhmcnt 
of  a  free  republic  in  a  large,  populous,  and 
old  country — Comparifon  between  the  dcfpotifm  of 
unlimited  monarchy  and  republican  defpotlfm — 
Few  injiances  of  unlimited  monarchies,  and  thofe 
confined  to  AJia  and  Africa — General  refec- 
tions, -  -  -  p.  C). 

C  II  A  P.     II. 

Beginning  of  the  reign  of  Robcfpicrrc — Robcfpicrrc 
vindicated  againfc  the  revolutionifls ,  the  ariflo- 
crats,  and  the  whole  of  mankind — The  trial  of 
the    king — Probable    motive — Vanity    of  demo- 
crats 


CONTENTS. 


crais — Succefs  of  the  republican  armies — Con- 
demnation and  death  of  the  king- — New  tumults 
in  the  convention^  and  fall  of  Briffot's  party,  p.  68 


C  H  A  P.     III. 

Robefpierre*  s  party  acquires  folidity — Majfacres  at 
Lyons — Trial  of  the  queen — Her  characler  jujli- 
fied  from  the  fcandalous  imputations  fp read  over 
all  Europe  on  her  account — Her  expenfes  an  ex- 
a?nple  both  to  princes  and  people — Unfair  trial 
and    execution    of  the  Briffbtines—Robefpierre 
reigns  without  controul — Marat  affcffwjted — 
Great  number  uf  prif oners  in  the  different  j:r7s  of 
France — Danger  of  being  a  proprietor — D'Or- 
'■■     Barnave,  Manuel,  and  Bail1  y,  executed 
— Fete  of  Reafon- — HeberCs  party  Jlarts  up  in 
oppojition  to  Robefpierre — Syjlem  of  terror  com- 
pletely ejlablifhed—Heberfs  party  falls — Dan- 
ton's  party  falls — Robefpierre' 's  power  again  re- 
eflablifned  without  controul,  p.  123 

C  H  A  P.     IV. 

General  viezu  of  the  fttuation  of  France  with  re- 
gard to  its  enemies — Affignats — Gonducl  of  the 
coalefced  powers — New  method  of  attacking  by 
maffes  of  undifciplined  troops — Energy  of  the  Ja- 
cobins, and  their  efforts  in  England  and  Ameri- 
ca— Retreat  of  the  combined  forces — Robefpierre 
reigns  alone — Bloody  decrees  and  perpetual  maf- 
f acres — Madame  Elizabeth,  all  the  farmers  ge- 
neral, and  ancient  judges  condemned — Jacobin 
defpotifm  come  to  its  Lift  pitch  of  horror — Robef- 
pierre 


CONTENTS. 


pierre  begins  to  decline — His  enemies  'venture  to 
accufe  him — The  tyrant  lofes  himfelf;  he  hefi- 
iatcs  and  delays — His  fall ',  and  that  of  the  violent 
party.  p.  163 

C  H  A  P.     V. 

The  fyftem  of  terror  not  abandoned,  but  its  rigour 
diminifloed  after  the  fall  of  Robcfpicrrc — French 
vanity  fadly  mortified  by  being  obliged  to  confefs they 
had  been  Jlaves — No  attempt  made  to  cjlablijh  a 
conflitution,  or  regular  government — The  dejlruc 
tion  of  affignats,  or  the  removal  of  the  convention 
from  Paris,  are  the  only  things  that  can  reftore 
order — New  governors  expofe  the  cruelties  of  Ro- 
befpicrre's  reign — Addrefs  of  the  ruling  party  in 
deftroying  the  coalition  of  kings — Seconded  by  the 
heavy  taxes  in  different  countries,  which  produce 
difcontent — Neccjfiiy  for  the  Englifh  government 
acling  with  firmnefs,  wifdom,  and  moderation, 
and  making  ameliorations,  if  it  will  avoid  violent 
reforms  and  revolutions — General  refections  and 
cone  lu ft  on.  p.  225 


HISTORY 


OP 


JACOBINISM. 


CHAP.     I. 

Conducl  of  the  chiefs  of  the  revolt  who  were  at 
the  Hotel  de  Ville — -Cruelties  of  the  10th  of  Au- 
giijl — Decrees  of  that  day — Irfidious  conducl 
towards  the  king  and  treachery  to  the  nation — * 
Manner  in  which  Paris  ruled  defpotically  over 
France — Difficulties  attending  the  cflablifoment 
of  a  free  republic  in  a  large,  populous,  and 
bid  country — Comparifon  between  the  defpotifm  of 
unlimited  monarchy  and  republican  defpotifm— 
Few  inflames  of  unlimited  monarchies,  and  thofe 
confined  to  Afia  and  Africa — General  reflcclions. 

_[_  HIS  fecond  period  of  the  French  revolution 
which  now  began,  fhews  in  all  its  extent  the 
misfortunes  and  crimes  that  refult  from  encou- 
raging men  to  rebel  againft  legitimate  authority. 
The  reign  of  the  people  was  now  fairly  eftablifhed, 
and  the  firft  operation  was  to  mafiacre  all  the 
Vol.  II.  A  Swifs 
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Swifs  guards  who  fell  into  their  hands.  Numbers, 
were  murdered  and  mutilated  in  detail,  but  the 
large  column  which  had  been  taken  was  con- 
dueled  to  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  and,  according  to  the 
cuflom  ^began  with  Bertier  and  Foulon  two  years 
ago),  they  were  all  maflacred  at  the  foot  of  the 
rn  >  */*  aCl  "  flairs,  and  in  prefence  of  the  felf-created,  ufurp- 

ing  magistrates.  Thefe  murders  were  all  ap- 
proved of  and  protected  upon  the  great  fcale,  but 
the  aflembly  pretended  to  preach  refpect  to  per- 
fons  and  property,  when  any  particular  occafion 
occurred  that  might  fhew  fomething  like  a  regard 
to  juftice  without  deranging  the  main  plan  of  ex- 
terminating its  enemies.  As  cruelty  and  humanity 
are  incompatible  with  each  other,  and  cannot 
lodge  in  the  fame  breaft,  the  aflembly,  the  leaders 
of  the  revolt,  and  thofe  who  conducted  it,  muft 
drop  all  claim  to  one  or  other  of  thefe  qualities, 
and  certainly  it  is  not  to  that  of  cruelty  ;  we  are, 
therefore,  juftified  in  confidering  the  cafes  in 
which  they  deviated  from  their  general  line  of 
conduct,  as  unwilling  facrifices  made  to  the 
fhrine  of  juftice  and  humanity,  in  order  to  blind 
the  fpeclators  with  refpect  to  the  extent  of  their 
atrocities. 

f  tXX-  c{       r^^le  new  cornmon  -council  of  Paris  was  now 

Y*&*°   &<■  become  the  executive  power,  with  Petion  at  its 

i^Vic  5  head  and  the  rabble  at  its  command  ;  the  afTembly 

having  confented  to  act  the  part  of  a  paflive  in- 

u     f      i      ft1"11111611^  ana*  to  decree  whatever  the  populace, 

VitX-m.  c>^    *"**  fet  on  by  the  municipality,  demanded,  all  power 

*u     (A,*4$L  C'"Y    c  w^M  might  be  faid  to  be  lodged  in  the  mayor  and  his 

conforts,  who  were  the  leaders  of  the  Jacobin  and 
w*ne£.  Cordelier  clubs. 

The 
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The  municipal  officers  were  formidable  from 
their  violence  of  difpofition,  as  well  as  from  their 
great  number  ;  fele&ed  from  the  different  quar- 
ters of  Paris,  they  had  fpies,  connections,  and 
enemies  in  every  part  of  that  large  and  popu- 
lous city.  A  part  of  this  number  remained  at 
the  Hotel  de  Ville  to  deliberate  and  fend  off 
orders,  and  the  remainder  were  difpatched  to  fee 
them  executed.  The  barriers  had  all  been  fhut 
at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  to  prevent  their 
victims  from  efcaping,  as  well  as  to  prevent  the 
departments  of  the  kingdom  from  hearing  the 
hiftory  of  what  was  going  on  till  all  mould  be 
fmifhed.     In  this  they  imitated  the  firft:  leaders 


the  prefent  day,  they  were  purfued  with  unre- 
lenting vengeance,  for  they  had  been  popular 
once,  and  might  be  formidable  now. 

M.  de  Clermont  Tonnerre,  one  of  the  mem-  W>7  >^^'e 
bers  of  the    firft    deputation  of  the   affembly 
at   Verfailles  to  the  infurgents    of  Paris,  when 
the  Baflile   was  taken,    was  the  fecond  victim 
after  Mandat.*     A  number  of  fufpeded  perfons 

had 

*  This  gentleman  had  always  profeffed  very  moderate 
principles,  though  he  had  encouraged  the  beginning  of  tbt 
revolt.  He  was  feized  by  the  populace  near  his  own  hotel, 
at  a  diuance  from  the  Thuilleries.  Every  thing  fhewed  that 
he  was  not  occupied  in  any  fort  of  plot  or  conspiracy.  He 
ufed  his  eloquence  and  his  arguments  in  vain.  When  the 
people  found  that  he  defended  himfelf  from  all  blame,  a  L>Lw 
was  aimed  at  him,  and  the  attempt  to  ward  it  off  was  a  fuffi- 
cient  crime;  he  was  then  attacking  the  inajefty  of  the  nation, 
and  was  immediately  immolated  to  its  jufticc.     This  is  one  of 

the 
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had  been  imprifoned  during  the  night  only  be^ 
caufe  they  were  found  walking  the  ftreets,  and 
becaufe  fome  of  them  had  arms,  a  very  natural 
precaution  in  fuch  times ;  and  eleven  out  of 
twenty-eight  were  barbaroufly  murdered  in  order 
to  excite  the  people  to  acts  of  outrage  and  vio^ 
lence  by  the  double  feeling  of  fear  and  rage.  A 
plot  it  was  pretended  had  been  difcovered,  and  the 
heads  of  the  pretended  confpirators  were  carried 
about  on  poles  ;  this  artifice  had  already  been  fo 
often  practifed,  and  in  general  fucceeded  fo  well, 
that  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  the  defign 
with  which  it  was  done. 

The  populace  afTembied  through  curiofity  and 
anxiety  at  firll:,  but  had  not  taken  any  active  part 

the  ten  thoufand  leffons  given  t>y  the  revolution  to  thofewho 
for  one  moment  think  that  infurrecbion  can  be  a  duty.  The 
virtuous  and  moderate  Clermont  Tonnerre  was  more  obnoxi- 
ous to  the  anarchifts  now,  than  the  greateft  ariftocrat  had 
been  at  the  beginning  of  the  revolution. 

The  perfons  flopped  in  the  night  time  were  flragglersj 
who,  through  curiofity,  or  inquietude,  could  not  itay  at 
home  ;  nothing  could  be  proved  againft  them,  nor  was  it  at- 
tempted. They  were  chiefly  young  men,  well  dreffed,  and  fome 
of  them  of  wit  and  talents  ;  they  were,  therefore,  ariftocrats, 
and  that  was  enough,  republican  juftice  and  teal  required 
nothing  more  for  a  pretence,  and  the  real  motive  was  to  ren- 
der the  people  mad  with  rage.  All  this  was  done  before  the 
attack  of  the  Thuilkries  commenced  ;  and  it  is  well  known 
that  any  violent  excefs  of  this  fort  infpires  a  mob  with  anger 
againft  the  military  who  are  Rationed  for  the  prefervation  of 
order  ;  becaufe  a  crime  committed  leads  to  the  fear  of  punifh- 
ment,  therefore,  defperation  follows  the  fhedding  of  innocent 
blood.  Eefides  this,  heads  carried  on  poles  fnew  the  inha- 
bitants that  the  mob  has  triumphed  over  law  and  order,  and, 
therefore,  all  thofe  who  go  with  the  ftrongejl,  became  aiders 
and  abettors. 

in 
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in   the  attack  upon  the   Thuilleries,  but  when 
they  faw  thefe  bloody   trophies,   and  as  foon  a$ 
the    unfortunate   guard  were   conquered,    they 
were  ready  to    play  their  part  in    robbery   and 
aflafli  nation. 

The  trick  played  off  formerly  to  incenfe  the 
people  againft  the  governor  of  the  Baflile  was 
now  employed  againft  the  Swifs,  and  with  a  fimi- 
lar  effect:  ;*  ihey  were  purfued  like  wild  beafls, 
and  no  mercy  was  given.  Their  mutilated  car- 
caffes  beftrewed  the  llreets,  and  received  the  lafl 
indignities  that  a  complication  of  abominable, 
paffions  could  infpire  into  the  minds  of  a  cor- 
rupted and  enraged  populace. 

The  perpetrators  of  many  of  the  infamies  and 
horrors  of  the  revolution  are  fkreened  from  the 
full  extent  of  the  anger  and  difgufl  which  their 
atrocities  would   infpire,  from   the  circumftance        /  i   <  •-/ 

that  THEY  DO  NOT  ADMIT  OF  BEING  REPEATED,  rt^r%/ 

until  all  regard  to  modefty,  and  the  feelings  of 
humanity  mall  be  ftifled  in  the  minds  of  other 
nations ;  mould  fuch  an  unfortunate  and  mifera- 
ble  period  ever  come,  then  will  Parifian  refine- 
ment and  the  acts  of  the  good  people  (le  bonpeu- 
ple)  of  France  mine  forth  in  all  their  natural 
and  original  fplendour  ;  till  then,  we  muft  be 
contented  to  fay,  that  depraved  imaginations 
were  tortured  to  invent  whatever  it  was  poffible 
for  favages  void  of  every  feeling  of  humanity  to 
execute. 

*  It  was  faid  that  tlie  Swifs  had  betrayed  the  people  by 
an  appearance  of  fu'endfliip  and  peace,  and  when  they  had 
made  them  approach,  received  them  with  a  general  difcharge 
of  muiketry.     N<  thinj    was  n    re  falfe. 

The 
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W'£t~  '  The  porters  of  the  gates  of  the  Thuillerie  gar- 

den, and  who  were  as  innocent  of  what  had 
pafled  at  the  palace  as  if  they  had  been  an  hun- 
dred miles  diftant,  were  cruelly  maifacred  with 
*iul**£'  tnerr  wives  and  children.  The  menial  fervants 
of  the  palace,  whofe  misfortune  it  was  to  be 
there,  but  who  had  not  engaged  in  any  refill  - 
ance,  fhared  the  fate  of  the  Swifs.*  Cooks, 
fcullions,  man-fervants  and  maid-fervants,  all 
alike  fell  victims  to  the  republican  rage. 

The  aftembly  pretended  to  deliberate  calmly, 
and  to  govern  France,  while  they  took  the  mo  ft 
important  refolutions  at  the  command  of  the 
mob,  and  no  protefl  has  ever  been  entered 
into  againft  the  legality  of  the  proceedings 
{Note  N.] 

As  foon  as  matters  were  a  little  quieted,  cou- 
riers were  difpatched  to  all  the  provinces,  which 
were  in  expectation  of  fome  great  event,  as  in  the 
firft  days  of  the  revolution,  and  ready  to  receive 
whatever  impulfe  might  be  given.  There  wis 
now,  however  a  difference  of  the  pofition  of 
men's  minds  ;  at  the  firft  epoch,  men  were  tired 
of  the  oppreflions  of  a  regular  government,  they 
were  now  tired  of  the  ten-fold  greater  evils  of 
anarchy.  In  the  beginning,  hope  of  being  better 
was  the  predominant  paffion,  it  was  now  fear  of 
being  worfe  that  reigned,  and  of  confequence, 
when  the  addrefs  of  the  affembly  arrived,  obedi- 

J  J 

ence  and  refignation  were  ready  ;  but  the  Jaco- 

*  Thefe  laft  might  have  efcaped  if  they  had  imagined 
there  was  any  danger  for  them,  but  they  fell  viclimp,  like 
many  others,  to  the  republicans,  by  not  being  able  to  con- 
ceive their  danger,     • 

bin 
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bin  clubs  fet  to  work,  and  foon  procured  ad- 
drefies  of  adhefion  and  congratulation  on  the 
fall  of  that  conftitution  which  they  had  all  fo 
eagerly  and  fo  repeatedly  fvvorn  to  maintain.— 
Whether  the  villany  of  the  leaders,  or  the  pu- 
sillanimity of  the  inhabitants  at  large  was  the 
greateft,  it  is  difficult  to  determine ;  but  it  can- 
not be  doubted  that  both  the  two  were  im~ 
menfely  great,  and  it  is  evident  that  the  Parifian 
leaders  counted  upon  the  obedient  and  fubmiffive 
difpofition  of  the  nation,  becaufe  the  defire  of 
adhering  to  the  conftitution  had  been  recently 
manifefted  by  a  very  great  majority  of  the  de- 
partments of  the  kingdom. 

The  leaders  of  the  infurrection  reafoned  thus : 
we  are  few,  but  we  fhall  perfuade  a  number  of 
the  people  whofe  indigence  renders  them  difcon- 
tented,  to  join  us  ;  when  we  are  ten  thoufand, 
no  force  in  Paris  can  oppofe  us,  and  therefore  all 
Paris  will  join  with  us ;  when  the  deed  fhall  be 
done,  we  fhall  be  all  equally  guilty,  and  therefore 
Paris  will  maintain  what  has  become  her  act  and 
deed.  Paris  is  the  center  of  the  kingdom,  and 
the  molt  populous  city  ;  no  one  department  will 
venture  to  rile  againft  us  j  we  mail  call  upon  them 
for  fupport  feparately  and  in  detail ;  they  will 
have  no  time  to  confult  with  each  other,  and 
muft  therefore  be  incapable  of  any  fyflematic 
oppofition.  Add  to  this,  by  our  fifteen  thoufand 
clubs,  we  can  put  the  magistrates  of  all  France  in 
fear  and  in  danger,  fo  that  before  the  moment 
for  reflection  or  refiftance  can  come,  they  will  be 
obliged  to  declare  themfelves  in  our  favour ; 
mould  fome  departments  not  do  fo,  we  have 
means  eafily  to  reduce  them  to  obedience,  as 
they  can  make  no  combined  effort. 

Such 
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/        .  f .     *  /'       Such  was  actually  the  reafoning  of  the  Jacobin 

Ji%ifik*n  ^  ^fl     '  leaders  at  Paris,  and   the  event   has  fhewn  that 

they  were  not  deceived. 

The  great  extent  of  France,  and  all  communi- 
cations from  the  diflant  quarters  being  carried 
on  by  means  of  correspondences  in  Paris,  ren- 
dered it  abfolutely  impoiTible  to  take  any  mea- 
fures  to  counteracl:  whatever  the  Parifians  chofe 
to  do. 

Thofe  who  think  that  republican  freedom  can 
be  eftablifhed  over  a  large  and  populous  coun- 
try, are  much  miftaken.  If  there  is  one  large 
city  that  ferves  as  a  center,  then  will  it  rule  the 
whole  ;  if  there  is  no  fuch  large  city,  then  will 
the   republic  divide  itfelf  into  fmaller  fractions. 

/^.i  r  n  Even  America,  which  has  fo  many  advantages  in 

"  *■  its  favour,  will  either  in  time  ieparate  into  diiie- 

rent  republics,  oritwill  lofeits  liberty.*  We  muff 
be  careful  to  make  a  diiiinclion  between  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government  and  a  free  government ; 

*  It  16  not  impoffible  but  that  the  new  federal  city  which 
the  Americans  are  building  as  a  center  for  their  government, 
at  a  diftance  from  the  fea,  is  begun  with  an  intention  to  pre- 
vent the  whole  country  from  becoming  the  flave  of  a  large 
capital,  and  as  fuch,  it  is  extremely  wife.  With  refpeft  to 
the  probability  of  the  American  ftates  feparating,  when  they 
become  populous,  or  lofing  their  liberties,  it  mull  depend  on 
circumftances  which  of  the  two  will  happen  ;  but  the  one  or 
the  other  muft  happen,  and  it  will  be  lucky  for  them  if  they 
feparate  and  thereby  preferve  their  liberty.  Fear  is  the  thing 
that  fupports  defpotifm  under  a  republican  form,  and  fear 
cannot  be  infpired  except  when  there  is  a  powerful  body  to 
give  the  impulfe  in  fuch  a  way,  that  both  the  aclion  and 
rea&ion  mall  have  taken  place  before  there  is  time  for  the 
different  provinces  to  confult  together.  Until  America  be- 
comes  populous  there  is  not  any  danger. 

they 
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they  may,  and  fometimes  are  united,  -iput  they  are 
not  always  fo,  though  the  republican  forms  have; 
more  the  appearance  of  freedom  than  monarchi- 
cal forms  have; 

Defpotifm  in  monarchy  arifes  from  a  general 
difpofitian  in  the  fubjects  to  obey,  and  in  repur> 
lies  from  a  general  difunion  and  difference  of  opi- 
nion amongil  the  citizens.  The  Roman  govern- 
ment was  called  republican,  until  the  time  of  the  CA^n-^xJl 
emperors  ;  but  it  was  an  abufe  of  language  to 
comprehend  the  Roman  provinces  under  the 
name  of  a  free  republic.  The  free  republican 
government  only  exiiied  at  Rome,  and  a  fmall 
portion  of  Italy.  We  may  allow  that  the  Roman 
citizens  at  a  certain  period  were  free,  and'  that 
the  freedom  they  enjoyed  was  under  a  republi- 
can form  ;  but  the  free  republic  only  extended 
to  a  fmall  diflance.  The  defpotic  republic  ex- 
tended over  a  great  portion  of  Europe. 

The  republic  of  Athens  was  a  free  republic  at  *-'  '  ' 
together,  becaufe  its  territories  were  nor  of  fuch 
an  extent  as  to  admit  the  chief  city  giving  arbi- 
trary laws  to  the  reft. 

What  was  the  confequence  of  the  former  of 
thofe  republics?  Why,  that  Rome  increafed  to  a 
mod  enormous  fize ;  that  the  wealth  of  all  the 
provinces  was  continually  extorted  from  the  op- 
preifed  inhabitants,  on  purpofe  to  fupport  the 
enormous  expenies  of  an  enormous  city  ;  and 
whatever  revolutions  the  parties  in  the  capital  ef- 
fected, the  whole  of  its  fubjects  were  obliged 
blindly  to  obey.  France  obeys  Paris  in  the  fame 
manner  ;  whether  its  inhabitants  make  a  confli- 

Vol.  II,  '       B~  "'*'  tution 
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tution  or  deftroy  one,  it  is  the  fame  thing  to  the 
nation  at  large,  they  muft  fubmit. 

f^nht^  wv/^7^     The  invention  of  paper  money  has  foftened  the 

rigour  of  thofe  contributions,  under  which  in- 
duftry  and  capital  have  been  laid  to  fupport  the 
vices  and  the  expenfes  of  government ;  but  it 
will  likewife  be  more  terrible  in  the  end  than 
taxes,  for  the  former  robs  the  nation  of  all  its 
capital,  and  encourages  idlenefs,  whereas  the 
latter  obliges  men  to  be  induftrious,  and  only 
robs  them  of  part  of  the  fruits  of  their  induftry. 

As  republican  forms  by  no  means  fecure  free- 
dom, though  they  affume  its  appearance,  it  would 
be  a  very  ufeful  thing  to  enter  fully  into  an  in- 
quiry, whether  republican  defpotifm  or  monar- 
chical defpotifm  is  the  worft  ?  The  prejudices  of 
mankind  are  in  favour  of  republics  perhaps,  but 
it  would  be  very  eafy  to  prove,  that  people  are 
much  happier  under  mixed  governments,  than 
under  a  purely  republican  or  monarchical  form 
of  government.  It  is  at  all  events  very  certain, 
that  the  liberty  of  people  under  a  republic  de- 
pends upon  the  interelt  of  all  being  nearly  the 
fame ;  now,  great  extent  of  territory,  or  thofe 
peculiar  diftin&ions,  views,  prejudices,  and  inte- 
^  (  ft '  /  '  <  reuts5  which  are  to  be  found  in  all  old  nations,  pre- 
q{,cLJ*  tU^M  vent  the  pollibility  of  that  unanimity  and  co- 
operation which  are  neceflary  in  order  to  pro- 
cure happinefs  under  a  republican  form  of  go- 
vernment. America  is  extenfive,  but  in  all 
other  refpecl:s"is  at  prefent  muchbetter  fitted  for  a 
republican  than  a  monarchical  government,  but 
it  will  become  lefs  fo  as  it  grows  older.  It  was 
a  general  notion  in  France,   that  that  kingdom 

was 
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was  too  extenfivc  for  a  republican  form  of  go- 
vernment, but  this  was  combated  by  the  exam- 
ple of  America  ;  and  in  this  cafe  the  Jacobins 
quoted  example,  the  leflons  of  which  they  had 
fo  continually  neglected,  and  upon  an  occafion 
where  they  could  not  with  any  propriety  be  ap- 
plied. 

Perhaps  many  people  will  think  that  we  are     f  y 

going  too  far  in  faying,  that  even  a  mixed  <gp.jdvtijl'  Lffr^ 
vernment  could  not  exift  in  France,  on  account 
of  its  extent,  population,  and  manners ;  but 
fljould  we  be  wrong,  there  are  at  leaft  a  great 
many  reafons  that  feem  to  fupport  it.  We  mull 
here  enter  our  proteft  againft  the  idea  of  fpeak- 
ing  in  favour  of  unlimited  monarchy  and  arbi- 
trary power  or  of  any  form  that  is  not  fo  far  re- 
publican that  the  people  fhall  have  reprefenta- 
tives  with  fufficient  power  to  controul  the  will 
of  the  king  ;  yet  there  are  certainly  cafes,  where 
a  nation  is  unfortunately  in  a  ftate  where  thofe 
bleflings  cannot  be  enjoyed  ;  and  it  feems  pro- 
bable that  the  French  nation  is  one  example. 

There  are  three  forts  of  hereditary  monarchical  5  •  (rr^i  v 
governments.     The  one  is,  unlimited  or  uncon-    .  /{ fn*-  -^i 
trouled  monarchy,   where  there  is  no  conflitu- 
tional  act  to  fupport  the  rights  of  the  fubject,       of  JAr^fyi^ 
and  where,  of  confequence,  the  will  of  the  ruler 
is  fupreme,  and  regulates  all. 


The  fecond  fort  of  monarchical  government 
is,  where  there  is  a  conflitutional  act,  or  where 
cuftom,  natural  juflice  or  precedent,  and  laws 
already  made,  are  a  rule  of  conduct:  for  the  fo- 
rereign.     This  is  pure  but  limited  monarchv. 

'The 
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j   ,  Ajj         t  /       The  third  is  that  mixed  government,  where 

JIuwL  -^{rrl-^a'i'the  people    fhare  in  the  power  of  making  laws 

with  the  king,  and  where  they  have  fufficieht 
meanr,  of  making  the  conftitutional  ?£c  be  pre- 
ferred from  any  infringement  on  his  part. 

Under  the  firft  of  thefe  governments,  none  but 

rJ  k.j  I  fet+*n  ignorant  barbarians   or  flothful  voluptuaries  can 

/i-y^v^i-*  exift;  but  as  there  does  not  exift  in  Europe  an 

q,     a  r~       ^  example  of  one,   nor,    probably,  an  advocate  in 

%Afr€fJ'7    *  favour  of  one,    it  is  not  neceffary  to  enter  into 

is,    i  any  confideration  of  its  incompatibility  with  hu? 

•'  m  man  happinefs.* 

The  fecond  fort  of  monarchy  is  the  moil  .uni- 
verfal,  in  every  fenfe  of  the  word;  firft,  fuch 
governments  exift,  and  have  exifled,  at  all  times, 
the  bulk  of  civilifed  nations  have  poifefled  fuch, 
and  do  now  poffefs  fuch  ;  they  may  be  very  mild, 
and  the  people  very  happy  under  them,  or  they 
may  be  the  reverie ;  and  it  i,s  unlucky  that  a 
form  of  government,  under  which  men  may  be 
happy,  which  is  fo  univerfal  and  capable  of  fuch 
modifiations,  has  obtained  the  name  of  arbitrary 
monarch"^  though  that  appellation  cannot,  with 
propriety,  be  applied  but  to  the  firft  fort  of  go- 
vernment of  which  we  have  been  fneakina. 


*  It  is  very  extraordinary,  that  neither  Goths,  Vandals, 
nor  any  barbarous  tribes,  formerly  in  Europe,  were  governed 
by  this  fort  of  kingly  power  ;  nor  was  there  any  tribe  of  North 
American  favages,  yet  Africa  and  Afia  have  produced  many 
examples  of  this  government,  and  all  the  Afiatic  and  African 
governments  approach  very  nearly  to  this  uate  of  un'controuled 
kingly  power. 

Republicans 
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Republicans  are  particularly  apt.to  fall  into  the" 
error  of  calling  this  limited  monarchy  arbitrary, 
:nu!  as  the  will  conveys  an  idea  of  the  deed',  men 
a:  a  apt  to  think,  that  vrctcheclnefs  is  the  lot  bT 
the  fubjects  of  all  fuch  governments,  though  exi 
pericnc'e  does  not,  by  any  means,  vindicate  of 
Fupport  this  opinion,  which  is  founded  upon  the 
belief,  that  human  nature  is  fq  depraved  and  per- 
verted that  rulers  are  always  difpofed  to  exercife 
injuftice  and  oppreflion.  This  idea  is  wrong  iri 
itfelf,  and  the  more  inexcufable  fh  rqxiblicanfci 
that  all  their  fyftems  of  republican  happinefs  are 
founded  upon  the  belief,  that  men  are  in  gene- 
ral guided  by  good  intention  arid  a  love  of  their 
country. 

It  may  be  faid,  that  when  people  have  rights 
arifmg  either  from  a  compact  made  with  the" 
king,  or  arifmg  from  certain  principles  having 
been  long  adopted  and  followed,  unlefs  they  have 
a  method  of  defending  thofe  principles  againft 
the  power  of  the  king,  fuch  rights  are  a  mere 
iliufion.  This  is  true,  in  fome  degree,  but  by  no 
means  to  its  full  extent. 

To  argue,  that  a  king  of  Spain,  for  inflance, 
becaufe  he  has  no  parliament  ready   in  Madrid 
to  refufe  the  fupplies,  or  difband  the  army,  will 
lay  unnecefTary  and  opprellive  taxes  on  the  peo- 
ple, and  declare  war  without  provocation,  is  "as 
unfair  as  to   argue,  that  the  houfe  of  common's 
will  refufe  the  annual  fupplies  becaufe  it  has  the         ,    ,    .- 
power  to   do  ib.     Thofe  who  calculate    either  W?* ■  *^^" - 
upon  the  total  depravity  of  the  human  mind  in   (i~«p 
kings,    or  perfect   virtue  in  people,  are  equally    ?**fi*t    iW-fa*  ~* 
miftaken,   as  the  hiftnry  of  mankind,  from   the  <T**fJ*    -      r*U*U**A% 
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carliefl  ages,  proves  beyond  a  difpute ;  and  as 
the  revolution  of  France  confirms :  it  therefore 
follows,  that  the  government  of  a  nation  mould 
neither  be  founded  upon  the  one  nor  the  other 
of  thefe  principles,  but  mould  be  regulated  by 
the  fituation  and  nature  of  the  people  to  be 
governed. 

{n-rUL  ^n   R°me5  as   l°ng  as  tne  people  preferved 

themfelves  from  corruption  of  manners  and  prin- 
ciples, every  conteft  between  parties  ended  in 
favour  of  liberty ;  at  a  later  period,  when  the 
fituations  of  men  and  things  were  changed,  eve- 
fry  conteft   ended   in  favour  of  defpotifm.      In 

'f ytu%i.xH^c.  France,  hitherto  every  conteft  for  liberty  has 
ended  as  in  the  latter  period  of  the  Roman  go- 
vernment ;  and  in  England,  every  conteft  has 
f- 1  /4-rut  ended  as  in  the  former  period  :  there  muft  there- 
fore be,  probably,  fome  ftrong  reafons  for  this 
difference  of  refults,  where  the  motives  feem  to 
have  been  the  fame.* 

It  is  not,  probably,  one  fimple  caufe,  but  a 
combination  of  feveral  different  caufes,  that  have 
operated  fo  hurtfully  againft  French  liberty.  The 

*  •  Unlimited  monarchies  arc  rare  things,  and  even  thofe 
are  not  fo  terrible  as  people  may  imagine  :  a  monarch,  even 
in  the  worft  of  cafes  begins  by  making  laws,  and  both  his 
pride  and  indolence  are  concerned  in  adhering  to  them  rather 
than  in  overturning  them.  The  cruelties  and  oppreflion  of 
fuch  kings  are  rather  on  private  and  particular  occafions  than 
upon  a  large  fcale  ;  and  it  is  to  be  recollected,  that  the  fu- 
preme  power  of  one  chief,  by  puniThing  with  promptitude  and 
feverity,  prevents  a  great  many  fmaller  opprefTors  from  daring 
to  exert  their  power ;  tyrants  do  not  love  rivals  in  atrocity, 
and  therefore  the  worri  of  them  generally  protect  their  fub- 
jeet?  from  all  oppreflion  but  their  own. 
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fize  of  the  country,  and  the  variety  of  the  wants,    tlV-^C 
wiihes,   and  difpofitions  of  the  people,  certainly         .         . 
are   of   the  number — The    impatient     vivacity,  7'<W/  4 
which  rufhes  too  haftily  to   conclufions,  and  re- 
jects  thofe  precautions    which  are  neceffary  to 
prevent  men  from  ruining  themfelves,   leems, 
however,  to  be  the  principal  one. 


Another  great  caufe  is  in  the  vanity  and  ex*  **1 

alted  notions  of  the  people  in  general,  which 
makes  them  reject,  the  leflbns  of  experience,  and 
liften  to  wild  theories. 

To  thefe  caufes  may  be  added  another  flill.   ^  -j 

The  depraved  ftate  of  morals,    and  the  confe-  J &/>"■***/  f*?*"** 

quent  miftruft  that  takes  place  between  different 
parties,     which    prevents     opposite     powers 

FROM  ACTING  WITH  UNITED  EFFORTS  FOR  THE 

well-being  of  the  state.*  Contented  with 
the  means  of  defence,  the  different  powers  in 
the  ftate  in  England  make  no  attack  upon  each. 

other's  prerogatives ;  but  in  France  we  fee  it  was  Tv^r*  ^  &  ren^f^-u^S 
a  perpetual  war  for  many  ages.  The  king  tram- 
pled on  the  rights  of  the  people  by  depriving 
them  of  their  lawful  reprefentatives,  whilft  he  had 
the  power  to  do  fo  ;  and  no  fooner  had  an  un- 
commonly virtuous  monarch  reftored  their  rights 

*  We  never  find  in  England  different  parties  exprefs 
themfelves  as  if  they  thought  all  their  opponents  in  politics 
were  men  void  of  principle,  and  not  to  be  trufted.  We  make 
in  tin's  country  a  diflin&ion  between  moral  principle  and  po- 
litical opinions.  We  fuppofe  all  men  who  form  any  oftsr?£b!e 
part  of  fociety,  agree  nearly  as  to  the  former,  though  they  dif- 
fer widely  as  to  the  latter.  Nobody  will  accufe  the  chL-fi  of 
either  party  of  wifhing  to  ruin  England,  but  away  may  fup- 
pofe that  the  meafures  of  one  of  the  parties  lead  to  ruir*. 


t  l/JurrtiO&y/HM'<>#4 
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to.  the  people,  than,  he;  find?  fcimfelf  (tripped  o£ 
his.  own  with  a  tyranny  and  perfeyerance  v;i:h» 
put  example. 

i  That  the  depraved  ftate  of  morals  was  a  yery 
a&iye  caufe  we  may  learn  from  this,  that  when 
the  revolution  began-,  and  the  general  run  of  the 
people  had  yet  fome  attachment  to  principle^ 
there  were  many  ailer^s  made  to  become  free' 
and  happy  ;  but  after  three  years,  of  anarchy  had 
rooted  up  allrefpect  to  things  hitherto  held  i acred, 
the  revolution  became  unlimited  anarchy. 
All  regard  to  law  and  natural  or  eftablifhed  rights 
were  equally  thrown  afide,  and  there  was  lets  of 
what  is  properly  called  freedom  than  at  any  for- 
mer period  of  French  hiftory. 

If  freedom  is  only  to  be  obtained  by  balancing 
different  powers  againft  each  other,  as  in  Eng* 
land,  the  French  feem  to  be  incapable  of  poflefs- 
jng  it  long,  from  their  want  of  moderation  and 
l  /  -j./  AisoUrct-iim  confidence  in  each  other,  which  will  prevent  them 
-'  fkom  3&ing  together.     And  if  freedom  is  to  be 

obtained  by  a  pure  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment, ihey  feem  to  be  equally  incapable  of  pof- 
JeiTmg  it,  from  the  variety  of  their  views  and  in- 
*  •  y  //"?/'     j   fereits,  the  violence  of  their  paihons,  and  their 

Yi^ri^>vi>  */'     Y  want  of  purity  of  manners. 

It  is  therefore,  perhaps,  more  probable  that 
France  -may  enjoy  liberty  under  limited,  but  un- 
mixed, monarchy,  than  under  either  a  mixed,  or 
a  republican  form  ;  or,  if  ever  freedom  is  enjoy- 
ed under  the  latter  form,  it  will  be  \yheii  France 
*  mall  be  divided,  and  fo  diminifhed,  that  the  city 
„which  is  the  centre  of  government  will  be  no 

longer 
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longer  capable  of  exercifmg  arbitrary  fway  under 
the  appearance  of  republican  liberty. 

Who  is  the  man,  or  where  is  he,  that  would 
not  prefer  being  under  the  government  of  one 
lung,  than  under  that  of  thofe  infamous  men, 
who  ufurped  the  government,  b*y  placing  them- 
felves  at  the  head  of  the  revolt  on  the  10th  of 
Auguft  ?  Had  Robefpierre.  Danton,  Petion,  or 
Talien,  reigned  alone  and  without  controul  from 
that  period,  we  mould  not  have  feen  France  de- 
foliated and  difgraced  by  the  maflacres  that  fuc- 
c;eded.  It  is  certainly  no  great  compliment  paid 
to  kings,  when  we  fuppoie  them  to  be  upon  an 
equality  in  point  of  virtue  and  humanity  with 
thefe  mifcreants ;  but  it  is  a  very  great  compli- 
ment to  kingly  government',  when  we  aflert  that, 
even  in  the  hands  of4  fuch  wretches,  it  would  be 
preferable  to  a  republic  in  a  corrupted  date  of 
fociety. 

What  may  tend  a  little  to-confirm  us  in  the 
opinion  that  monarchy  alone,  and  unmixed  mo- 
narchy will  bed  fuit  the  fituation  and  character 

of  the  French'nation,  is,  that  mod  of  thofe  whor^   /^f,  tfUedklc^Ji 
wifhed  to  fee   a  free  government  eftablifhed  in      **, '  ^ 
France,  and  who  aided   to  deftroy  the  former  ^i^«^  //^r    **~-c 
government,  but  who  are  equally  averfe  to  aiiar-  ^:,  /  JL^. 
chy  as  to  flavery,  are  now  of  opinion  that  they 
were  miftaken  in  thinking  fuch  a  change  could 
be  effected  in  France  by  a  national  affembly,  or 
by  two  houfes  of  parliament. 

The  law  of  juries  upon  the  Englifli  plan, 
which  is  one  of  the  greatelt  bleffings  a  people  can 
fenjoy,  was  never  put  In  practice  in  France,  i'o  as 
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to  attain  the  end  of  juflice ;  the  fame  difpofition 
for  intrigue,  the  fame  want  of  patience  and  want 
of  folid  principles  led  the  jurymen  aflray,  that 
had  ruined  the  national  affembly  and  the  nation. 
In  the  different  municipalities  and  in  the  admini- 
stration of  the  departments,  men  were  opprefted 
with  all  the  expenfes  of  the  ancient  government, 
and  vexed  with  all  the  fophifms  and  new-fangled 
principles  of  the  revolution ;  fo  that  it  does  cer- 
tainly appear,  as  at  lead  being  very  problematical, 
whether  the  French  can  be  happy  under  any  other 
than  monarchical  government,  and  that  not  of  the 
unlimited  fort,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  unmixed. 

We  have  been  naturally  led  into  thefe  reflec- 
tions at  the  time  when  the  revolution  changed  its 
character,  and  when  the  remits  of  the  firft  prin- 
ciples laid  down  by  the  conflituent  affembly  were 
fully  developed  ;  it  was  on  the  14th  of  July  that 
fk     I^h  tne  nati°n  naa*  eat  of  the  fruit  of  the  forbidden 

-  tree,  but  it  was  not  till  the  10th  of  Auguft  that 

(O    ^uf'  its  nakednefs  and  wretchednefs  were  perceived. 

[See  Note  O.] 

'^ f  tr&  c1^  f&£       The  triumph  of  the  rabble  was  as  complete 

^    z  '  M      over  the  bunreffes  after  the   10th  of  Au;jufL  as 

/fitas&v&CtW    'fa-     that  of  the  burgeifes  had  been  over  the  nobles 

two  years  before.     Men  were  now  glad  to  hide 
QO^TCf*4}4&\  their  epaulets  and  uniforms,  as  they  had  former- 

ly been  to  hide  their  liars  and  ribands ;  to  be 
ragged,  dirty,  and  difgufting,  was  the  way  to 
be  honoured  and  refpeded,  and  was  indifpenfa- 
ble  to  individual  fafety ;  it  was  likewife  the  way 
to  power  and  profit. 

The 
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The  Marfeillois  and  their  affociates  were  per- 
petually in  the  club  of  Cordeliers.  The  Jaco- 
bin club  for  a  few  weeks  was  not  quite  upon 
the  level  of  the  revolution,*  and  it  was  confi- 
dered  as  rather  being  too  ariftocratical  for  about 
eight  or  ten  days  ;  not  that  this  reproach  could 
be  made  with  juftice  to  the  whole  of  the  club, 
but  that  it  wanted  to  be  purified  of  many  of  its 
members  who  had  formerly  fhewn  too  much  mo- 
deration. 

The  manifefto  of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  had 
produced  in  Paris  a  very  different  effect  from 
what  he  expected ;  he  had  threatened  when  he 
ou°ht  to  have  promifed  ;  and,  as  the  attack  of 
the  1  oth  had  laid  the  Parifians  open  to  all  the 
vengeance  which  he  could  inflict:,  mould  he  fuc- 
ceed,  the  whole  inhabitants  joined  in  wiming  to 
have  him  rcpulfed.  This  operated  a  coalition  cf 
parties,  exactly  as  the  foolifh  affair  of  the  Prince 
de  Lambefc  had  done  at  the  beginning  of  the  re- 
volution, and  its  effects  were  as  fatal  and  as 
formidable  to  the  advifers  cf  that  imprudent 
meafure. 

The  friends  of  royalty  in  France  were  forry  to 
fee  their  fortunes  put  into  the  hands  of  the  King 
of  Pruffia,  who  was  not  half  fo  much  interefted 
in  the  refult  of  the  affair  as  the  Emperor  of  Ger- 
many. Pruflia,  it  was  evident,  could  not  carry 
on  the  war  at  its  own  cxpenfe,  and  it  was  too 
remote  from  France  to  have  any  thing  to  fear 
from  an  attack  upon  itfelf.     Befides,  the  court  of 

*  Ait  niveau  de  la  revoh.t'-on,  a  Jacobin  method  for  ex- 
prcHinr  their  beri£  ready  to  fupport  ever)'  violent  meafure. 

Berlin 
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Berlin  fwarmed  with  men  who  did  not  approve 
of  the  monarchical  form  of  government  which 
they  were  to  fight  for,  and  all  of  whom  were  the 
enemies  of  the  Houfe  of  Auflria.  This  hatred 
pervaded  the  officers  and  the  private  men  as  well 
as  the  courtiers ;  fo  that  great  fuccefs  could  not 
be  expected ;  and  what  might,  perhaps,  have 
been  obtained,  was  rendered  impoffible  by  the 
effecl  of  the  manifefto. 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive  by  what  arguments 
the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  at  the  head  of  only 
SojOoo  men,  could  be  perfuaded,  or  could  per- 
made  himfelf,  to  fend  a  manifefto,  in  which  he 
menaced  a  great  kingdom,  to  the  affiftance  of 
whofe  king  he  was  coming,  whilft  that  king  and 
his  family  were  in  the  power  of  the  very  people  he 
menaced.  Did  the  duke  reafon  from  the  former 
nature  of  the  French  nation,  or  from  its  prefent 
difpofition  ?  The  French  were  never  cowards 
formerly,  and  lately  they  had  been  very  bold  and 
audacious.  At  all  events,  it  muft  be  confidered 
as  very  dangerous  to  put  fuch  men  in  fear,  and 
reduce  them  to  defpair,  when  they  had  the  king 
and  his  family  in  their  power. 

Had  the  peaceable  and  well-inclined  citizens 
of  Paris  wifhed  to  difavow  the  affair  of  the  i  oth 
of  Auguft,  they  dunl  not  now  venture  to  do  it, 
becaufe  it  was  necedary  to  be  unanimous  amongft 
themfelves,  in  order  to  a-rert  the  evils  from  a  fo- 
reign army  with  which  they  were  threatened,  and 
from  which  thofe  mod  averfe  to  the  revolt  of  the 
i  oth  had  the  mofl  to  fear.  The  revolutionifts 
who  had  nothing  to  lofe  could  quit  Paris,  and 
would  certainly  have  done  fo  had  the  Pruffian 

army 
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army  advanced,  they  would  have  likewife  carried 
the  king  and  his  family  with  them ;  hut  the  ci- 
tizen who  had  a  houfe  and  fome  property,  muft 
have  remained,  and  fubmitted  to  the  laws  and 
punifhments  which  the  conqueror  might  chufe  to 
order.  And  what  could  he  expect  ?  either  to  be 
treated  as  guilty  of  traiteroufly  aiding  to  attack 
the  palace,  or  bafely  looking  en.  Ana  who  were 
to  be  the  judges  ?  why,  ilrangers  who  knew 
nothing  of  the  matter. 

The  violent  efforts  of  the  Parifians  to  ftir  up 
all  France  to  repel  the  Pruffian  army,    was  the    .  ,      J 

natural  confequence  of  this  imprudent  and  fatal  ■>  rnfi'"*^  '**£  **x.± 
manifesto  ;  and  we  muff  lament,  that,  if  the  re-  Cl^^  i-kfJ?u  £.4% 
volution  has  furnifhed  little  elfe  on  the  fide  of  the 
revolted  but  perfidy  and  crimes,  on  the  part  of 
thofe  who  wiih  to  crufh  it,  we  have  feen  little 
elfe  than  blunders,  originating  in  the  total  igno- 
rance of  what  was  going  on  in  France,  and  the 
flate  of  the  minds  of  the  people. 

The  decrees  rendered  by  the  affembly  on  the 
10th  of  Auguft,  [See  Note  P.]  mew  how  readily 
the  affembly  concurred  in  deltroying  the  conflir 
tution,  even  upon  the  fuppofition  that  it  did  no- 
thing more  than  concur. 

The  king's   minifters  were  difmiifed,  and  re-      /     ^  pf 

placed  by  Le  Brim  for  foreign  affairs ;  Danton,  >U  S^rr  < 
that  factious  and  violent  republican,  for  the  mi-      *. 
nifter  of  juftice  ;  Monge,  a  teacher  of  navigation,  x/>iGW>§t£~ 
for  the  marine ;  Servan,  who  had  been  of  the    $&ftt(t#l 
Jacobin  miniftry  a  few  months  before,  for  the 
war  minifler  ;  and  Claviere.     Thefe  men  were  to    ul&O**-^ 
fupply  the  place  of  the  king  in  the  new  order  of 

things ; 
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things ;  that  is  to  fay,  they  were  to  be  the  exe- 
cutive power,*  under,  however,  the  controul  of 
Roland,  who  had  been  minifter  at  the  fame  time 
with  the  other  Jacobins,  and  had  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  by  an  infolent  letter  to  his  majefty. 

The  re-appearance  of  thefe  a£tors  upon  the 
fcene  mews  the  connection  between  the  plans 
previous  to  the  1  oth  of  Auguft,  and  after  it.  It 
at  lead  mows,  that  this  revolution  did  not  ori- 
ginate in  the  king,  nor  was  it  the  fpontaneous 
effort  of  the  people,  fince  thofe  who  were  feen  fo 
long  ago  preparing  the  way  for  it,  now  were  im- 
mediately exalted  by  it  to  the  firll  offices  in  the 
nation.     It  is  thus,  that  when  a  rebel  prince,  in 

/     /■<  *  L.e  Brun  was  editor  cf  a  newfpaper,  and  had  been  ba- 

Qc-C       ■>  *"*■*•'  niflied  France,  to  which  he  had  only  ventured  to  retur-n  after 

the  revolution  had  commenced,  like  many  others  of  thofe  who 
now    held  places  of  profit  and  importance.     He  has  fince 

aku^m  v£  been  z^otmcA. 

/      j^    t  Servan  had  been  openly  accufed  by  the  popular  deputy  Le- 

cointre  of  Verfailles,  as  a  corrupt  minifter  who  had  aecepted 
bribes.     He  has  fince  been  guillotined. 


Jf* 
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Monge  was  the  moft  unexceptionable  of  them  all  with  re- 
gard to  his  pall  life,  which  was  confined  to  attention  to  his 
bu'finefs. 

Dauton  had  been  an  advocate  for  caufes  determined  by  the 

cabinet  council  of  the  kinsf,  as  our  houfe  of  lords  decides  in 
England.  He  was  one  of  the  mcft  daring  and  cruel  men  i& 
Fiance. 


'idjJf^fi^'  £-*^  Claviere  was  originally  a  merchant  in  Geneva  ;  he  had  left 

O  t  1  it  for  the  revolution  there  ;  then  had  gone  to  Ireland  to  fettle 

•  ■Hsf4-v*\  a  cnlonjt  which  he  had  foon  left  in  order  to  job  in  the  funds 

in  Paris.     He  was  a  man  of  knowledge  in  feveral  lines,  but 

ryvi.  of  a  cruel  and  vindictive  temper.     He  cut  his  threat  in  pri- 

''^Hm^J-  ^®n»  aG  Roland  did  on  the  high  road  near  Rouen. 

Africa 
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Africa,  dethrones  a  fovereign,  he  is  put  in  his 
place  ;  the  perfons  who  had  been  mod  a&ive  in 
dethroning  Louis  XVI.  now  reigned  in  his  ftead, 
under  the  name  of  the  executive  minifters. 

Three  years   had  been  employed  in  France  to  ) 

render  odious  the  characters  of  kings  and  queens,  >  i  >■■  »V  '*w  ^,f '*""'* 
by  collecting  the  crimes  of  thofe  individual  mon-  ^&-*~*-*{  ^<f"'. 
archs  during  many  centuries,  who  had  rendered 
themfelves  juftly  odious  by  abufing  the  power 
put  into  their  hands.  But  the  monarchs  of  the 
aflembly,  of  the  miniflry,  and  of  the  municipality, 
willing,  perhaps,  to  fpare  their  hiftorians  a  fimi- 
lar  trouble,  began  by  exhibiting  in  a  few  months 
more  crimes  and  horrors  than  the  hiitorian  would 
be  able  to  relate,  or  the  reader  to  remember. 

Wc  have  already  faid,  that  the  nature  of  the 
cruelties  exercifed  prevented  a  regard  to  decency 
from  calling  down  upon  the  perpetrators  the  full 
extent  of  the  vengeance  of  mankind.  It  is  equally 
true  that  their  multiplicity  prevents  a  complete  de- 
tail ;  fo  that  we  may  fay,  that  both  for  enormity 
and  extent  their  crimes  furpafs  defcription. 

As,  after  the  1  oth  of  Auguft,  one  of  the  firft 
acts  was  to  fupprefs  all  the  royalift,   or  even  the     y, ,      / 
moderate  newfpapers ;  as  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  \Ut>&rftf 
which  had  never  been  fully  eftablifhed  except  for  7/^    #At*t-  :  <•/ 
the  violent  fa&ion,  was  now  entirely  at  an  end,    J/ 
we  mull  take  the  teftimony  of  levellers  and  anar-  oC  b&td<t&  +6     CC  n  >( 
chills  for  the  proofs  of  their  own  crimes  ;  and  we    J  /'  >'     .  jj 

mall  fee   that,    though   probably  they  do  not  ^J/n&flXUIt*  ^iC 
nearly  to  the  extent  that  truth  would  require,  yet  ^./.a    jU-  /rfs.    r' 
they  go  far  enough  for  the  purpofe  of  convincing     / 
us  that  no  government  was  ever  fo  cruel,  fo  un-  ^^^     fn  r/-Uc^^ 
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juft,  nor  fo  treacherous,  as  that  of  the  leaders  of 
this  fecond  revolution. 

Cambon,  in  a  fpeech  to  the  national  conven* 
tion,  in  November  following,  fays  :* 

f   ■j-rYl&Qlt         "  Witnefs   myfelf  to   many  facts,  I  think  it 
KO  "  necefiary  to  fpeak  of  them,  that  the  convention 

may  avoid  what  the  legiflative  affembly  fuffer- 
ed.     An  enemy  to  kings,  I  embraced  with  ea-^ 
ger  joy  the  revolution  of  1789,  which  brought 
"  on  the  fall  of  kings.     When  I  arrived  in  Paris, 
"  I  perceived    that  a  fecond  revolution  was  ne- 
ceflary to  confummate  the  fall  of  kings.    That 
revolution  was  effected,  not  by  thofe  who  pre- 
tend to  have  effected  it,   but  by  the  legiflative 
"  body,   wjiich   difbanded  the  guard  of  confpi- 
"  rators  of  the  king,  which  had  fupprefled  the 
"  ftaff  officers  of  the  Parifian  guards,  and  order- 
ed  the  Swifs    regiments  to  be  difmiffed ;  and 
which  had  fent  away  the  regular  troops  from 
Paris,  in    order   that  the   people   might  have 
nothing  to  fear.    The  palace  of  the  Thuilleries 
&CLi%d*~v6r  /  "  felt  the  blow,   and  fhut  up  its  garden.     The 

ry,/  „ pt  ft  jJ~    "  legiflative  body,    always  revolutionary,   faid  ; 

JkudwfU*^  J**™    «<  You   fhut  up   your  garden— well,  we   will 

/   /L.  &±  ftJL***  °Pen  **■  '■>'  an^  tne  garden  was  opened,  in  fpite 

fifW*^*-  ^7  '        f'  <f«  of  the  tyrant  who   had  fhut  it.     That  meafure 

£L ,  "  feemed  contemptible  but  it  was  revolutionary. 

"  The  Parifian,  enemy  of  royalty,  faw  that  all 
"  obftacles  were  removed,  and  he  overturned 
'     /.  "  royalty  ;  the  agitators,  feeing  government  dif- 

ij^OvTS  <c  organifed,  began  to  attack  the  legiflative  body. 

*  Cambon — This  is  the   financier  who   regulated  all  the 

O 

finances  until  Bairere's  expulfion  from  the  affembly. 

"  They 
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Ci  They  wifhed   to  turn  the  revolution  to  their 

"  own  advantage.     From  that  time,  there  are  no 

w  horrors  of  which  the  legiflative  body  was  not  a 

im  witnefs*     From  that  time,  the  legiflative  body 

"  was  obliged  to   beg,  not  the    people,  which 

'*  does  not  need  fuch  prayers,  but  the  agitators, 

"  who  wanted  to  maflacre  and   deftroy  all.     La  -xA   /;rrt^ 

"  Croix  was  obliged  to  go  upon   his  knees  to 

"  (lop  their  fury.     The  legiflative  body  fullered 

"  much.     The  palace  wanted  to  attack  fuccei- 

"  lively  all  thofe  who  defended  liberty.     It  fail- 

';  ed,  becaufe  the  legiflative  body  was  refolved 

"  to  fave  liberty.     The  legiflative  body  thought, 

"  that   a  revolution   ought  to  be  the  act  of  the 

"  whole  nation,  and  decreed,  that  20,000  men 

"  mould  arrive   in  Paris.     Defpotifm   law  this 

"with   affright;  it  thought,  that   20,000    men 

"  added    to   the    Parifians    might   eftablifh  and 

"  maintain  order.     Unfortunately,  thole  20,000 

"  men  did  not  arrive,  for  they  would  have  faved 

"  us  from  the  anarchy  that  has  reigned  fince  the  /        /"  /- 

«  10th  of  Auguft.     The  2d  of  September  I  was   qr<^>'ei  **"*>.+*" 

"  greatly  grieved.     If  we  had  then  taken  pof- 

"  lemon  of  the  municipal  force,  anarchy   would 

"  have  been  prevented.     I  approve  of  the  revo- 

"  lution  of  the  10th  of  Auguft." 

M.  Cambon,  who  preferved  his  credit  with 
the  convention  longer  than  Robefpierre  himfelf, 
here  avows  the  plan  laid  to  dethrone  the  king, 
by  fending  away  his  guards,  &c.  as  we  have  en- 
deavoured already  to  explain.  He  acculls,  ne- 
verthelefs,  the  palace  of  attacking,  fucceflively, 
all  thofe  who  wanted  to  defend  liberty.  Both 
cannot  be  true.  The  fiift  aflertion  is  proved  by 
the  decrees  of  the  aflembly,  the  fecond  is  with- 

Vol.  II.  D  out 
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out  any  fhadow  of  proof;  therefore  there  is  ho 
hefitation  which  of  the  two  deferves  mod  credit. 

M.  Cambon  next  declares,  that  intriguers 
wifhed  to  profit  by  the  revolution,  and  opprefs 
the  aflembly  of  which  he  was  a  member ;  and 
from  that  time  there  were  no  horrors  to  which 
the  aflembly  was  not  a  witnefs.  But  who  were 
thofe  intriguers  ?  why  he  explains  this  by  fay- 
ing, if  the  municipality  had  been  broke,  all  an- 
archy would  have  been  prevented  ;  it  follows 
then,  as  clearly  as  any  truth  can  follow,  that 
the  municipality  which  conducted  the  ioth  of 
Auguft,  of  which  he  approved,  conducted  the 
fubfequent  horrors ;  that  is  to  fay,  M.  Cambon 
approved  of  horrors,  and  called  them  patriotifm 
and  virtue,  when  directed  againft  the  court ; 
but  the  fame  were  horrors  of  the  moil  terrible 
fort,  the  moment  that  the  prefident  of  the  aflem- 
bly was  obliged  to  go  down  upon  his  knees  to 
avert  them  from  the  aflembly. 

This  has  been  the  uniform  method  in  which 
the  revolutionists  have  viewed  the  revolution  ;  as 
long  as  pillage,  nraflacre,  and  revolt,  were  em- 
ployed againft  their  enemies,  it  was  virtue  ;  but 
the  moment  it  turned  towards  themfelves,  it  was 
the  greateft  and  moft  execrable  horror ;  fo  that 
he  who  writes  about  the  crimes  and  cruelties  of 
the  Jacobins  only  differs  with  themfelves  in  re- 
fpecl  to  the  commencement  of  the  horrors,  but 
not  about  their  exiftence  ;  in  this  all  agree  ;  and 
it  is  very  lucky,  that  their  condemnation  com- 
ing from  their  own  mouths,  there  is  no  room  to 
difpute  about  its  juftice. 

The 
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The  heroes  and  patriots  of  the  ioth  of  Auguft,  (Pt/tfrl   1£  CbrLltfl 
the  virtuous  mayor,  Danton,  and  his  aflociates,  °J^/"i&n   {A.?^/4^** 
and  Talien,  the  moderate  TaKen,  conducted  the  *~  s  a^td+v'^" 

horrors  of  which   Cambon  complains;    Robef-  0-si  rrt--r*j  Q  f  && 

pierre,  Barrere,  Collet  d'Herbois,  and  the  demi-  f^   ^{Uf** 
god  Marat,  were  likewife  of  the  party  on  both     ,  ^   fo    Jivf, 
occafions.     The  fact  is,  that  the  perpetrators  of  ™  " 

both  were  exactly  the  fame,  as  Cambon,  without 
intending  it,  plainly  fhews  ;  but  as  the  maffacres 
of  which  we  are  going  to  fpeak  prefently,  could 
find  no  excufe  whatever,  whereas  that  of  the 
i  oth  of  Auguft,  by  the  aid  of  falfity  and  fiction, 
could  be  a  little  diminifhed,  it  was  found  con- 
venient to  throw  the  former  upon  the  moulders 
of  another  fet  of  anarchifts  who  were  lefs  known, 
or  who  were  contented  to  divide  the  dangers  and 
the  crimes  in  the  wav  that  would  be  moft  advan- 
ta^eous  to  their  abominable  caufe. 


As  foon  as  the  addrefs  to  the  departments  was 
difpatched,   and    the  people,  literally  tired  with 

killing  and  pillaging,    had  become  a  little  more     /f  /  sj    / ^^si^.s 

tranquil,  the  aflembly  voted  a  fum  of  money  to  ■  ^    ****  jj* 

the  families  of  thofe  who  had  fallen  on  the  i oth    /y^    ^iU-^-r^-j     tf 
of  Auguft,   and  alfo   decreed  a  public    funeral         /       ^  ,■    /a  &i4# 
ceremony,  in  order  to  fhew  that  honour  to  the         ^    * 
victims  of  revolt  that  fo  facred  a  duty  required. 

To  this  decree,  of  which  the  intention  was 
certainly  bad,  as  it  tended  to  render  honourable 
what  was  infamous,  fucceeded  the  crueleft  and 
the  moft  unjuft  decree  that  ever  tyrant  made. 

The 
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The  aflembly,  after  decreeing  the  urgency  of 
the  cafe,*  decrees, 

r       /   9  wtV**^  ^rt*  5*    ^  thofe  ecclefiaflics,  who  have  not 

(Vi  .     -    taken  the  oaths  required,  or  who  have  retracted 

ritci^  <-  -  £/£&    and  perfifted  in  their  retraction,  are  ordered  in 

,  /  eight  days  to  quit  the  limits  of  their  refpeclive 

JctsS  tZcAt ,  departments,  and  in   fifteen  days  the  kingdom  ; 

this  delay  to  be  counted  from  the  publication  of 
the  prefent  decree. 

Art.  II.  Confifts  of  rules  for  executing  the 
above  article. 

Art.  III.  Thofe  who  do  not  obey  the  prefent 
decree  fhall  be  banifhed  a  la  Guyanne  Frangaife. — > 
[Here  follows  the  manner  of  executing  this  ar- 
ticle]. 

Art.  IV.  Thofe  who  leave  the  kingdom  in  a 
voluntary  manner,  are  to  have  neither  penfion 
nor  revenue,  but  are  to  receive  three  livres  for 
every  ten  leagues  of  the  journey  to  the  frontiers.! 

Art.  V.  Every  ecclefiaftic,  who  mall  remain 
after  he  has  declared  that  he  will  go,  or  who  fhall 
return,  mall  be  condemned  to  ten  years  imprifon- 
ment. 

Art.  VI.  All  other  ecclefiaflics,  who  were  not 
obliged  by  law  to  take  the  oath,  whether  regular 

.*  Decreeing  urgency  was  the  method  adopted  when  they 
wanted  to  be  unlhackled  by  law,  juftice,  humanity,  or  any 
iormer  decrees. 

•j-  Equal  to  an  Englifti  penny  per  mile. 

or 
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or  fecular  priefls,  clerks,  or  lay-brothers,  without 
exception,  fhall  be  fubjecled  to  the  above  decrees, 
whenever  by  any  exterior  acts  they  fhall  have 
occaiioned  any  troubles,  or  wbvnjix  houfekeepers 
in  the  department  Jhall  demand  their  banifhment. 

Art.  VII.  Rules  for  executing  the  above  de- 
crees. 

Art.  VIII.  Infirm  priefls  and  thofe  above  fix-  (A  a*f  <^£c?iW<<&<*> 

ty  years  of  age,  are  excepted.  y    f^-t^jt^ 

Art.  IX.  The  ecclefiaflics  excepted,  fhall  be 
afiembled  in  the  chief  town  of  each  department, 
in  a  houfe  of  which  the  municipality  fhall  have 
the  infpeclion  and  the  police. 

The  three  remaining  articles  are  to  regulate 
the  execution  of  the  decree,  which  is  the  mofl 
cruel  and  unjufl  that  ever  was  pronounced.  The 
ftranger  who  reads  it,  will  imagine  that  he  per- 
ceives a  ray  of  humanity  acrofs  the  injuftice, 
when  he  fees  the  eighth  article,  which  makes  an 
exception  in  favour  of  the  aged  and  the  infirm  ; 
but  this  was  only  a  ray  of  cowardice  and  cruel- 
ty ;  thofe  aged  and  infirm,  as  we  fliall  foon  fee, 
were  referved  for  the  maifacres  and  flaughters 
which  have  fince  that  time  taken  place  at  Paris, 
at  Nantz,  and  through  the  whole  kingdom, 
and  which  have  ferved  to  heap  opprobrium  on 
the  French  nation  that  perpetrated  or  permitted 
them. 

It  was  this  terrible  decree  Which  is  fo  fhameful 
to  the  French  nation  that  afforded  England  the 
opportunity  of  diftinguifliing  itfeif  above  all  other 

nations 


$8  HISTORY    OF 

nations  for  generofity  and  liberality  of  fentiment, 
by  receiving  with  companion,  and  fupporting 
with  liberality  the  exiled  prieffcs,  who,  in  the  end 
of  that  year,  arrived  in  fuch  numbers  from  the 
perfecutions  of  their  favage  countrymen. 

'*/  lutUff^h        ^e  vicTdins   of  the  defpotifm  of  Louis  the 

fay1  Fourteenth,  when  he  revoked  the  edicl  of  Nantz, 

t4    :^.n.''L£,  J&  JeO*l>  were  well  received,  but  they  brought  with  them 

. .  r  arts,  induflry,  and  capital ;  they  were  of  our  own 

LJw Jet**.***.  ,.    .  /  x       rl  J       ,       ,  , 

^t     *   v  religion,  yet  our  generolity  towards  them,   then, 

was  juftly  celebrated.  The  latter  inftance  of 
Engliih  generofity  deferves  fo  much  the  greater 
praife,  that  it  was  entirely  without  any  intereft, 
that  it  was  to  men  of  a  different  religion,  and  has 
been  more  extenfive  and  much  longer  conti- 
nued.* 

This  decree  was  followed  by   others   in  rapid 
fucceffion,  which  not  being  urgent,  prove  how  far 

*  It  might  with  great  propriety  be  recommended  to   the 
emigrants  to  keep  up  a  better  police  amongft  themfelves  than 
they  do.     Many  have  fignified  that  France  was  more  noble 
and  more  p-enerous  to  the  followers  of  Tames  the  Second  of 
England,  than  to   give  them  only  two  L.ouis  a  month  ;  do 
thefe    ungrateful  ignorants  know  that    James    the    Second 
had  few  followers,  and   moll  of  them  excellent  foldiers,  who 
ferved  Louis  the   Fourteenth  well  ?  It  is  to  the    emigrants 
themfelves  to  prevent    fuch  fcandalous  ingratitude  from   be- 
ing manifefted  ;  and  it    is    recommended   to   thofe  worthy 
characters  who  hare  been  placed  at  the  head  of  the  office  for 
affifting  lay  emigrants,  to  be  circumfpcct   in   how  they  ap- 
ply money  that  is  deftined  for  the  helplefs,  and  not  for  thofe 
who  keep  chambermaids  and  valets.     There  are  no   valets 
allowed    to  a   decayed    Englifh    gentleman. — This    hint   is 
meant  in  juftice  to  the  deferving  emigrants,  and  to  the  En- 
glifh   nation,  which  pays. — It    is  to   be    prefumed   that   it 
would  be  ufelefs  to  fay  any  more  on  this  fubjecf..     This  ad- 
vice is  for  the  advantnge  of  thofe  to  whom  it  was  addreffed. 

the 
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the  affembly  meant  to  adhere  to  its  protection  of 
not  augmenting  its  own  power. 

Thedeftruftionofalltheftatues  of  bronze,  to  a//r- '•<••<  / 
be  converted  into  cannon ;  the  annihilation  of  all 
claims  for  indemnity,  for  fuch  feudal  rights  as 
the  conftituent  affembly  had  thought  required 
any ;  the  divifion  of  wafte  lands  and  the  fup- 
j  reflion  of  the  order  of  merit  of  St.  Louis,  were 
decreed;  and  to  complete  the  catalogue  the  di- 
vifion and  fale  of  the  lands  of  all  the  emigrants 
followed. 

Such  decrees,  admitting  their  juftice,  ought 
to  have  been  left  to  the  convention,  if  the  legif- 
lative  affembly  had  wifhed  not  to  extend  its  own 
power. 


O  -----  0 

people  were  then  next  made;  and  as  it  had  al-   -       r  ■.■    Br,   \  \x^m"j 


The  regulations  for  calling  a  convention  of  the 

iople  were  then  next  made ;  and  as  it  had  al 
ways  been  their  method  to  put  practice  and  prin 
ciples  in  oppofition  to  each  other,  it  was  ordered  ,\i  sfv*-*/-*  J** ' ' 
by  thefe  regulations  that  the  primary  aifemblies 
mould  have  no  power  to  name  their  reprefenta- 
tives  at  the  convention,  they  mould  only  have 
power  to  chufe  electors,  who  mould  affemble  and 
chufe  reprefentatives.  This,  which  if  the  wrord 
national  convention  has  any  fixed  meaning,  is 
totally  incompatible  with  fuch  meaning,  gave  a 
double  fcopc  for  intrigue.  The  Jacobin  emiffa- 
ries  had  the  double  chance  of  gaining  the  pre- 
ponderance in  the  primary  aifemblies,  and  in  the 
electoral  affembly. 

The  French  nation  had  been  all  alive  after  the 
1 4th  of  July  ;  hope  had  re-animated  order  which 

infur- 
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infurreetion  had  deftroyed  ;  but  after  the  i  cth  cf 
Auguft,  there  was  no  hope  to  effect  fiich  reani- 
mation,  and  accordingly  the  elections  were  con- 
ducted by  only  a  fmail  portion  of  the  nation,  and 
thofe  of  the  molt  profligate  and  wicked.  The 
convention  has  fairly  fhewn  by  its  own  conduct, 
what  fpirit  reigned  amongft  the  electors. 

To  thefe  decrees  foon  fucceeded  activity  of  exe- 
cution, and  it  was  pretty  well  underltood,  that 
as-  the  decree  againft  emigrants,  and  for  dividing 
their  lands,  was  an  excellent  expedient  for  en- 
riching the  nation,  it  would  be  well  to  increafe 
the  number  of  emigrants^  or  puniili  thofe  who  did 
not  emigrate,  in  iuch  a  manner  as  to  put  an.  end 
to  the  ancient  race  of  proprietors  in  France. 

For  this  purpofe,  arrefls  and  vifits  in  private 
houfes  to  diioover  fuipedted  perfons  were  inflitu- 
ted,  under  the  inflection  of  the  bloody  munici- 
pality. The  lection  of  Paris,  which  had  but  a 
few  weeks  before  fhewn  their  attachment  to  the 
constitution  and  to  royalty,  now  fhev/ed  great 
alacrity  in  executing  thofe  decrees  of  arreft  upon 
fufpicion.  There  were  two  hundred  and  eighty 
members  of  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  about  fix  hun- 
dred officers  belonging  to  the  feetions,  and  moll 
of  them  men  whole  names  and  manner  of  fign- 
ing,  as  well  as  whofe  perfons  were  unknown  in 
Paris.  As  all  thofe  were  active  in.  accufnig,  fign- 
ing  orders  for  arrefls,  and  executing  thofe  orders, 
the  number  of  perfons  who  were  feized  was  very 
great.  In  this  confufion,  all  fort  of  regard  to 
truth  in  the  accufations  was  out  of  the  queflion, 
as  being  totally  impoffible  to  be  afcertained.  Pri- 
vate vengeace  did  a  great  deal,  and  the  defire  of 

pillage 
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pillage  ftill  more.  The  members  of  the  fections 
having  become  the  agents  of' the  principal  leaders, 
through  fear,  the  whole  of  the  national  guards, 
with  only  a  very  few  exceptions,  were  juft  as  com- 
pletely at  the  orders  of  the  Brigands,  as  they  had 
ever  been  at  thofe  of  Bailly  and  La  Fayette ; 
with  this  difference,  that  from  willing  foldiers 
who  fometimes  fpoke  their  mind,  they  were  be- 
come obedient  Haves,  who  durft  not  even  inquire 
into  the  motives  of  their  mailers. 

It  was  refolved,  according  to  the  French  cuf- 
tom,  to  organife  arreflation  ;  thofe  who  had  or- 
ganifed  revolt  and  anarchy,  might  eafily  expect 
fuccefs  in  fo  fimple  an  operation  as  that  of  arreft- 
ing  a  few  thoufands  of  individuals,  who  being  fe- 
parated,  could  make  no  refiftance. 

Under  the  pretence  of  fearching  for  concealed 
arms,  all  the  citizens,  except  thofe  who  were  to 
be  employed  by  the  municipality,  were  ordered 
to  remain  at  home,  the  barriers  were  fhut,  and 
armed  men  were  ftationed  at  all  the  corners  of 
the  ftreets  ;  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  the 
fearch  began,  by  patroles  of  men  with  pikes, 
compofed  of  hair-dreffers,  and  workmen  of  the 
lowed  clafs,  under  the  orders  of  commiiTaries  of 
the  fections,  who  were  little  better  than  them- 
felves.*  This  organization  of  imprifonment  pro- 
duced 

*  A  good  pi&ure  of  this  has  been  given  by  M.  Peltier, 
in  his  Dernier  Tableaux  de  Paris,  printed  in  Loudon  for 
the  author,  it  is  as  follows  :  "  At  ten  o'clock  at  night, 
"  groups  of  foldiers,  placed  at  the  angles  of  all  the  ftreets, 
"  arrefted  whoever  was  yet  found  ftraying  about.  Two 
"  hours  had  not  yet  been  fufficient  for  thofe  who  fought  a 
"  place  of  fecrecy  and  furety  againft  the  formidable  inquifi- 

Vol.  II.  E  "  tion. 
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duced  a  conlklerable  number  of  vi&ims,  although 
the  precautions  taken  to  efcape  were  proportioned 
to  the  vengeance  which  thofe  who  might  be  taken 
had  to  fear. 

Parties  had  fo  often  changed  their  matters  in 
Paris,  that  it  was  difficult  to  fay  who  was  fafe,  or 
who  was  not.  The  degraded  Parifians,  by  con- 
tinually obeying  the  voice  of  the  ftrongeft  party, 
had  alternately  been  the  dupes  of  all,  and  few 
people  could  be  certain  whether  or  not  they  were 
fafe  ;  and  thofe  whofe  public  conduct  could  ftand 
the  teft,  had  their  private  enemies  to  fear. 

As  the  prifons  were  now  nearly  filled  with 
victims,  it  was  thought  proper  to  prepare  for  the 
cruel  fcene,  which  the  men  of  the  i  oth  of  Auguft 
were  determined  to  act. 

It  would  be  ufelefs  to  give  the  names  of  the 
perfons  who  prefided  at  thefe  maifacres,  becaufe 
they  were  almoft  all  unheard  of  till  then,  and  moft 

**  tion.  The  hufband  fled  from  his  wife,  and  the  father 
"  from  his  children,  whom  he  prefied  to  his  bofom,  thinking 
"  it  was  for  the  laft  time.  Eveiy  one  thinks  himfelf  accu- 
"  fed  ;  every  one  fears  that  amongft  their  vifitors  will  be 
"  found  an  enemy  or  a  fpy,  or  a  fervant  who  will  difcover 
"  his  place  of  refuge.  One  flies  to  the  moil  diftant  quarter 
"  of  the  city  ;  here  one  is  received,  there  one  is  repulfed, 
"  and  the  fatal  moment  which  approaches,  doubles  the  in- 
"  quietude  and  anxiety.  Decency  is  in  a  degree  violated 
"  by  friendfhip  ;  here  the  brother  (hares  the  bed  of  his  After, 
"  and  there  chaftity  and  virtue  implore  an  afylum  from  vice  ; 
"  and  many,  whofe  lives  had  been  without  a  ftain,  feek  fe- 
"  cun'ty  under  the  curtains  of  proftitutiori.  Every  where 
"  perfons  and  property  are  concealed  ;  every  where  the  in- 
"  terrupted  founds  of  the  muffled  hammer  are  heard  finking 
"  with  a  flow  and  fearful  ftroke." 

Of 
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of  them  have  never  been  heard  of  fince  ;  but  as 
fome  of  them  were  known,  and  fome  Hill  endea- 
vour to  pafs  upon  the  world  for  men  of  philofo- 
phy  and  humanity,  they  defer ve  to  be  noticed. 

Petion,  Manuel,  and  Danton  had  long  labour- 
ed together  in  bringing  about  the  fecond  re- 
volution, by  their  manoeuvres  at  the  Hotel  de 
Ville.  Marat,  in  the  club  of  the  Cordeliers,  with 
Huguenin  (the  fame  who  had  addrelfed  the  king 
with  infolence  on  the  20th  of  June)  Panis,  Oflelin, 
and  Talien. 

Robefpierre,  Vigaud,  Panis,  Bourdon,  l'Huill- 
hier,  of  the  Jacobin  club,  and  Chabot,  Merlin, 
and  Baziere,  of  the  legislative  aJTembly  and  Ja- 
cobin club.  It  was  with  the  amftance,  however, 
of  many  more,  that  thefe  leaders  effected  their 
cruel  purpofe.  Agents  and  principals  there  are 
fuppofed  to  have  been  about  nine  hundred  active 
perform.  Some  thoufands,  who  by  a  wicked  and 
cruel  difpofition,  were  led  occafionally  to  aid  in 
the  opprefiions  and  arrefts,  but  not  directly  in  the 
murders ;  and  the  whole  city  of  Paris,  confiding 
of  about  one  hundred  thoufand  able  bodied  men, 
looked  bafely  on. 

The  ufual  art  of  exciting  an  alarm  was  em- 
ployed to  frighten  the  people  at  large,  as  well  as 
the  national  affembly. 

When  the  affembly  had  difcovered  that  the 
municipality  was  going  on  fo  fail:  with  arrefts, 
and  that  fome  of  its  members  were  amongft  the 
number  arretted  ;  and  when  it  had  reafon,  as  M. 
Cambon  declared  afterwards,  to  fear  that  its  own 

fafetv 
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fafety  was  threatened,  it  broke  the  municipality.* 
On  the  30th  the  municipality  fat  and  deliberated, 
and  on  the  31ft,  Petion,  the  beloved,  the  virtuous 
Petion,  whom  they  had  not  ventured  to  difgrace 
along  with  the  other  members,  arrived  at  the  head 
of  a  deputation,  and  coolly  menaced  the  affirnbly  with 
an  infurreclion  if  they  did  not  annul  the  decree. 
Talien  delivered  a  difcourfe,  which  propofed 
plans  of  a  conciliation  of  parties,  and  of  a  new  or- 
ganization of  the  municipality,  fo  that  the  affem- 
bly  was  under  the  neceffity  of  leaving  its  decree 
without  execution.! 

So  much  for  the  fyftem  of  terror  with  refpect. 
to  the  aifembly,  which  was  threatened  with  the 
people ;  with  refpect  to  the  people,  they  were 
threatened  with  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  and  the 
King  of  Pruflia,  and  Danton,  the  chief  of  the 
band  of  confpirators,  by  promifes  and  threats, 

*  How  different  to  break  the  municipality  now,  from 
the  flattery  bellowed  on  Petion  the  firit  day  of  the  revolt, 
who  was  the  conductor  of  the  municipality.  It  is  plain, 
when  the  affembly  was  guilty  of  fuch  adulation  to  Petion,  as 
is  contained  in  the  decree  of  the  ioth  of  Auguft,  they  were 
ignorant  that  they  were  giving  themfelves  a  matter ;  or  if 
they  were  not,  the  influence  of  fear  was  fo  great,  that  it 
overbalanced  the  danger  that  was  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  power  of  Petion, 

•j-  Huguenin,  who  was  prefident  of  the  municipality,  be- 
ino-  fent  for,  not  becaufe  he  had  caufed  three  thoufand  re- 
fpeclable  and  innocent  perfons  to  be  arretted,  but  becaufe 
he  attempted  to  arreft,  or  rather  had  fummoned  to  appear, 
a  clerk  belonging  to  Briffot's  newfpaper  ofhce,  declared  to 
the  affembly  that  the  municipality  had  unlimited  powers, 
that  it  was  the  reprefentative  of  the  fovereign  of  Paris. — It 
would  be  difficult  to  conceive  an  overthrow  of  order,  au- 
thority, and  right  more  complete  than  what  was  exhibited 
at  this  time. 

procured 
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procured  from  the  aflembly  on  the  2d  of  Septem- 
ber, a  decree  that  walking  commiflaries  mould  be 
named  to  execute  the  will  and  fecond  the  good  in- 
tentions of  the  executive  power,  and  to  aid  him  to 
fave  the  country ;  and  that  whoever  refilled  to  give 
up  his  arms,  or  to  ferve  in  the  army,  mould  be  de- 
clared a  traitor  to  his  country,  and  punifhed  with 
death,  and  alfo  that  an  addrefs  to  the  people 
mould  be  publifhed. 

Danton  was  no  fooner  furnimed  with  thofe 
powers,  than  the  ambulating  commiflaries  were 
named,  the  barriers  were  fhut,  and  the  munici- 
pality publifhed  the  following  proclamation  : 

"  Citizens,  the  enemy  is  at  the  gates  of  Paris, 
"  Verdon  can  only  hold  out  eight  days,  let  -us 
"  aflemble  quickly  at  the  Champ  de  Mars,  and 
tc  there  form  an  army  of  60,000  men  to  march 
<£  againft  the  enemy." 

The  tocfin  was  founded,  and  the  cannon  of 
alarm  fired,  and  the  maflacre  ready  to  begin;  but 
till  a  pretext  is  found  for  the  firft  murder,  the 
people  are  not  fufficiently  animated  to  fecond 
the  fury  of  their  chiefs ;  it  is  therefore  neceffary 
to  find  a  pretext  for  beginning,  and  then  all  the 
difficultv  is  over. 

People  were  difpatchcd  into  all  quarters  of 
Paris  to  perfuade  the  curious  and  the  idle,  that 
as  the  prifons  were  full  of  ariftocrats  and  fuf- 
pected  perfons,  and  that  necefiity  obliged  the 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  to  march  againft  the 
enemy,  it  would  be  dangerous  to  leave  their 
wivjs  and  children  to  be  maflacred  by  the  arif- 
tocrats, 
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tocrats,  who  had  a  defign  to  efcape  from  pri- 
fon,  and  deliver  up  the  town  to  pillage,  and  all 
the  horrors  of  which  ariftocrats  are  fuppofed 
capable. 

Whilft  a  general  terror  was  thus  inftantane- 
oufly  fpread  through  the  city,  while  the  tocfin 
was  founding,  and  every  thing  wore  the  appear- 
ance of  the  greatefl  danger,  different  bands  of  af- 
faffins,  but  none  of  them  very  numerous,  and 
all  of  them  headed  by  fome  of  the  Marfeillois, 
went  to  different  prifons. 

Several  carriages,  leaving  Paris  with  fome  of 
the  priefls  who  were  exiled  by  the  unjuft  decree 
we  have  already  feen,  were  ftopt  at  the  gates, 
and  carried  back  to  the  abbey  prifon,  and  the 
convent  of  Carmelites,  which  was  alfo  employed 
as  a  prifon.  As  the  laft  of  thefe  unfortunate  men 
were  defcending,  one  of  the  affaffins  pretended 
that  he  Jaw  them  making figns  to  the  other  prif oners y 
and  that  a  general  mutiny  was  intended  ;  imme- 
diately all  of  them,  to  the  number  of  about  twen- 
ty, were  maffacred. 

The  noife  of  this  immediately  fpread  through 
Paris,  and  ferved  as  the  fignal  for  beginning  the 
work  of  carnage ;  it  was  the  proof  that  the  af- 
faffins were  not  oppofcd  by  the  national  guards, 
and  from  that  inftant  the  audacity  of  thole  who 
were  employed  to  fhed  innocent  blood  was  with- 
out refiflance  or  controul. 

In  the  convent  of  the  Carmelites  were  above 
three  hundred  clergymen,  againft  not  one  of 
whom  was  there  any  accufation,  and  of  whom 

many 
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many  were  diftinguifhed  for  learning,  piety,  and 
good  actions. 

The  Archbifhop  of  Aries,  the  Bifhop  of  Beau- 
vais,  and  the  Bifhop  of  Saintes,  whole  ChrifKan 
virtues  were  well  known,  were  the  firft  to  fall  be- 
neath the  fwords  of  the  afTaflins.*  The  active 
afTaflins  were  few  in  number,  and  the  national 
guards  who  were  at  the  gates,  were  more  nu- 
merous than  they. 

The  mafTacre  was  in  the  garden  of  the  con- 
vent, adjoining  to  which  was  the  chapel ;  there 
the  unfortunate  victims  were  fired  upon  as  if 
they  had  been  wild  hearts  in  the  forefl,  and 
when  their  afTaflins  were  fatiated  with  that  mode 
of  cruelty,  they  were  all  forced  to  enter  into  the 
chapel,  from  which  the  murderers  brought 
them  out  one  by  one,  and  put  to  death  in  the 
garden. 

Two  hundred  and  forty-four  innocent  men 
were  in  this  manner  maifacred,  before  eight 
o'clock  of  the  Sunday  evening,  by  a  handful  of 
murderers,  and   the  cowardly   national  guards 

*  The  murderers  on  their  arrival  called  out  for  the  Arch- 
bifhop of  Aries,  whom  they  did  not  know,  and  whom  none 
of  hie  companions  in  misfortune  would  point  out. — When  at 
laft  they  difcovered  him,  one  of  them  cried  out — "  So,  you 
"  you  are  the  Archbifhop  of  Aries  ?"  "  Yes,  gentlemen,  I 
"  am — "  Ah,  wretch,  it  is  then  you  who  fhed  the  blood  of 
"  the  patriots  of  Aries." — "  No,  gentlemen,  I  never  fhed 
"  any  blood,  nor  did  harm  to  any  man  in  my  life." — 
"  Well,  then,  I  fhall  fhew  you  how  I  can  fhed  your's," 
and  at  the  inllant  he  ftruck  the  venerable  prelate  on  the 
forehead  with  his  fabre  ;  this  murder  was  foon  completed 
with  pikes  and  bayonets. 

flood 
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flood  looking  on.*  [Note  ^J  The  mafTacre  at 
the  Abbey  prifon  was  fufpended  after  the  twen- 
ty priefls  who  had  been  flopped  at  the  barriers, 
but  re-commenced  about  an  hour  after  with  the 
murder  of  the  Swifs  officers,  who  were  fhut  up 
there  fince  the  ioth  of  Auguft,  and  whofe 
crimes,  in  the  opinion  of  the  people,  were  too 
well  proved  already  to  need  any  further  inquiry. 

The  loyal  Swifs  being  difpatched,  the  other 
prifoners  who  were  very  numerous  and  of  all 
claffes  and  conditions,  underwent  a  fort  of  trial 
before  a  dozen  judges  named  by  the  municipali- 
ty. T  he  firfl  and  chief  care  of  this  bloody  tri- 
bunal was  to  demand  the  effects  of  the  prifon- 
ers: their  interrogat  was  fhort,  and  the  exe- 
cution inftantaneous  and  cruel.  Thofe  who 
were  condemned  (and  very  few  were  not")  upon 
fufpicion,  or  for  being  related  to  fufpected  per- 
fons,  were  cut  down  with  fabres  by  the  furious 
murderers  at  the  door,  amidfl  the  cries  of  Vive 
la  liberte9  vive  la  republique. 

The  number  of  aifamns  was  inconfiderable 
here,  as  at  the  convent  of  Carmelites,  but  the  cir- 
cumflances  are  fo  extraordinary,  and  give  fo  ter- 
rible a  proof  of  the  ferocity  and  depravity  of  the 

*  There  were,  by  all  accounts,  even  thofe  of  the  party 
which  wanted  to  make  all  Paris  fhare  in  the  guilt  of  the  maf- 
facre,  not  above  an  hundred  affafiins  ;  thofe,  it  has  been  pro- 
ved, were  paid,  and  it  is  certain  that  Manuel,  the  right- 
hand  man  of  the  mayor  at  that  time,  hr.d  three  days  before 
fignified  in  very  plain  terms  what  was  to  be  expected. 
As  for  the  national  guards,  there  were  three  times  as  many 
of  them  as  there  were  of  the  auaffins,  they  are  at  liberty  to 
chufe  between  the  character  of  inhuman  cowardly  foldiers 
or  wicked  accomplices. 

French 


JACOBINISM.  4g 

French  nation,  that  the  relation  fo  interefting, 
and  undoubtedly  true,  of  M.  de  St.  Meard,  for- 
merly a  captain  in  the  regiment  de  roi,  one  of 
the  prifoners,  merits  a  particular  attention. 
[Note  R.]  This  gentleman  was  an  ariftocrat, 
and  had  been  a  privileged  one,  but  he  was  alio 
an  amiable  and  reafonable  one.  Many  people 
were  maifacrcd  neverthelefs,  who  had  been  lefs 
active  than  St.  Meard  againft  the  revolution,  but 
who  had  not  his  prefence  of  mind  to  convert  their 
oppofition  to  the  conftitution  into  true  patriotifm, 
which,  it  is  clear,  thofe  who  overturned  the  con- 
ftitution muff  have  confidered  it  to  be.* 

Maillard,  the  fame  who  had  conducted  the  ex- 
pedition to  Verfailles  on  the  4th  of  October,  1789, 
was  prefident  of  this  tribunal,  as  Huguenin,  who 
conducted  that  to  the  Thuilleries  on  the  20th  of 
June,  1792,  was  at  the  municipality  ;  fo  that  the 
road  to  power  and  importance  in  this  new  order 
of  things,  was  precifely  that  infurreclion  of  which 
the  firft  philofophers  of  the  revolution  vaunted 
fo  much. 

As  it  is  not  of  fo  much  importance  to  know, 
in  what  manner  the  flames  confume  an  edifice, 
as  to  know  in  what  manner  it  was  fet  on  fire, 
and  to  afcertain  the  refult  of  the  deftruction,  it  is 
necelfary  to  feize  all  thofe  circumftances  which 
mew  the  connection  between  the  firft  principles 
and  the  laft  exceffes.    They  are  cafily  to  be  feen  by 

;  St.  Meard  does  not,  probably,  venture  to  give  the  real 
reafon  for  his  delivery.  It  is  probable,  that  the  tribunal 
wiflied  to  let  fome  one  efcape,  who,  by  publifhing  his  trial, 
might  fhew,  that  they  did  not  put  the  prifoners  to  death 
without  judgment,  and  St.  Meard  was  the  proper  man. 

Vol.  II.  Fa  thou- 
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a  thoufand  inftances,  and  therefore  it  is  that  La 
Fayette,  Necker,  and  the  firft  inftigators  of  the 
revolution,  are  confidered  as  more  dangerous 
men  than  Maillard  and  Huguenin. 

The  bo-ids  of  fociety  muft  already  be  broken, 
When  fueh  men  as  the  two  prefidents  of  the  maf- 
facre  are  capable  of  doing  much  mifchief.  In 
any  regular  government  they  could  but  commit  a 
theft  or  a  murder,  and  be  fent  to  the  gallows ; 
but  thofe  who,  aided  by  a  good  reputation, 
rank  in  life  and  friends,  employ  themfelves  in 
loofemng  the  bonds  of  fociety,  are  really  dange- 
rous to  the  whole  ;  and  fo  dangerous,  that  unlefs 
a  method  is  discovered,  of  pr  tefting  free  go- 
vernments from  the  attacks  of  factious  philo- 
sophers,   POLITICAL  DIVINES,  a  id  REFORMING 

philanthropists,  free  government  will  become 
impoffible :  the  rights  of  men,  the  reveries  of 
RoufTeau,  the  fophifms  of  Seyes,  led  to  the 
bloody  tribunal  of  which  we  have  been  fpeak- 
ing,  and  to  which  we  muft  yet  with  reluctance 
return. 

One  hundred  and  eighty  prifoners  were  maffa- 
cred  in  the  Abbey,  amongft  whom  were  many 
ecclefiaftics  and  gentlemen  of  unblemifhed  cha- 
racter, and  againft  none  of  whom  was  there  any 
known  accuiation  ;  fixty-five  were  difmiffed,  and 
about  an  equal  number  difappeared  whofe  fate  is 
uncertain ;  in  all  above  300  innocent  peifons. 

The  maffaere  of  the  Conciergerie  of  the  Palais 
de  Juftice,  where  the  tribunal  was  actually  fitting, 
and  employed  in  judging  Major  Bachman,  of  the 
Swifs  guards,  began  nearly  at  the  fame  time  with 

that 
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that  of  the  Abbey  St.  Germain.  Eight  Swifs  of- 
ficers who  were  to  have  been  tried,  and  other 
prifoners  who  were  waiting  their  judgments,  fomc 
of  which  latter  were  probably  guilty,  to  the  ".um- 
ber of  eighty-five  in  all,  were  maliacred  without 
form  of  procefs. 

Two  hundred  prifoners,*  at  the  prifon  of  the 
Great  Chatelet,  fhared  the  fai  le  fat :  with  thofe 
already  mentioned.  Many  of  th^ic  were  con- 
fined upon  fufpicion  f  fc  rgery,  or  of  palling 
falfe  aflignats,  -others  for  crimes  of  a  private  na- 
ture, but  none  of  them  had  been  tried  or  con- 
demned. 

Seventy-three  condemned  felons,  who  were 
to  be  fent  to  the  gallies,  were  imprifoned  in 
a  cloifler,t  and  there  they  were  maflacred: 
this  ferved  as  a  proof,  for  Petion  and  the  other 
inftigators  of  the  whole,  that  the  hatred  of  the 
people  for  crimes  and  criminals  was  the  prime 
motive  of  action. 

*  AmongH  thefe  prifoners  was  a  woman  who  formerly 
fold  flowers,  and  who,  in  a  fit  of  jealoltfy,  had  mutilated  her 
lover,  one  of  the  revolted  French  guards,  in  a  very  bar- 
barous and  (hameful  manner.  She  had  been  condemned, 
but  obtained  a  refpite  for  forne  time.  The  rage  of  the 
murderers  was  redoubled  on  feeing  the  woman  who  had 
thus  murdered  one  of  their  companions;  fhe  was  tied  to  a 
{lake,  her  feet  nailed  to  the  ground,  her  breafts  cut  off 
with  a  fibre,  and  then  tortured  with  lighted  torches  and 
pointed  inftruments,  in  a  more  cruel  and  brutal  manner 
than  it  would  be  fit  to  defcribe,  or  than  any  of  the  North 
American  Indians  treat  their  prifoners.  This  was  the  re- 
fill: of  three  years  experience  in  the  art  of  cruelty. 

f  The  cloiiter  St.  Bernard. 

The 
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The  maffacre  of  forty-five  unfortunate  women 
of  the  town,  at  the  hofpital  or  work-houfe  of  the 
Salpetriere,  furnifhed  another  argument  for  the 
virtuous  mayor  and  his  noble  accomplices  in  fa- 
vour of  the  juft  vengeance  of  the  people  !  !  ! 

The  mafTacre  at  the  Bicetre,  which  was  both  a 
prifon  and  an  hofpital,  where  the  guilty,  the  fick, 
the  wounded,  and  thofe  in  a  deranged  Hate  of 
mind,  were  fhut  up  together,  was  the  longeft  and 
the  moft  dreadful  of  all.  This  began  when  the 
others  were  finilhed. 

As  the  great  number  of  the  prifoners  and  the 
certainty  of  their  fate  infpired  them  with  the  de- 
fire  of  refilling,  and  with  fome  hopes  of  fuccefs, 
though  in  irons,  they  prepared  for  defence.  The 
afiailants  brought  cannons  charged  with  grape 
fliot  to  the  attack,  and,  in  the  midft  of  (laugh- 
ter and  brutal  infult,  fired  upon  the  prifoners 
confined  in  the  courts  as  they  ran  from  one  fide 
to  the  other  to  avoid  deftruclion.  They  fhouted 
applaufe  at  the  number  of  miferables  who  fell  at 
one  difcharge,  and  when  they  thought  they  were 
fufficiently  diminifhed,  the  remainder  were  mot 
with  frnall  arms  by  way  of  amufement. 

This  infernal  carnage  lafled  a  week,  night  and 
day  without  interruption ;  and  the  number  of 
victims  certainly  exceeded  four-thoufand,  but 
many  are  of  opinion  they  were  nearer  to  fix  thou- 
fand. 

Petion  appeared  towards  the  end  of  this  terrible 
fcene,  but  was  not  well  received  by  the  mur- 
derers.    They  had  began  the  work  for  his  plea* 

fure3 


JACOBINISM.  53 

fare,  and  they  determined  to  finiih  it  for  their 
own.  It  was  thus  Petion  had  arrived  on  the 
20th  of  June  to  compliment  the  people  on  the 
calm  dignity  with  which  they  had  infulted  the 
king  ;  he  now  arrived,  that  on  a  future  day  he 
might  exclaim  againft  thofe  maiTacres,  mould  it 
be  convenient ;  and  the  murderers  feem  to  have 
been  aware  of  his  defign,  by  the  rough  manner 
in  which  he  was  received.  That  flrangers  and 
pofterity  may  never  hefitate  a  moment  in  joining 
in  this  opinion,  it  may  be  weii  to  know  that  the 
mayor's  palace  was  fo  near  to  two  of  the  prifons, 
that  the  cries  of  the  dying  could  be  diftinctly 
heard  from  it,  and  that  it  was  in  the  centre  be- 
tween all  the  other  prifons,  fo  that  in  twenty 
minutes  he  might  have  tranfported  himfelf,  with 
the  armed  force  which  was  at  his  command,  to 
any  one  of  the  fcenes  of  flaughter.* 

The  malTacre  at  the  prifon  of  the  Hotel  de  la 
Force  had  been  begun  on  the  fecond  of  the 
month  ;  but  a  few  only  were  that  day  deflroyed. 
Two  municipal  officers,  Hebert  and  l'Huillier, 
prefided  there  nearly  in  the  fame  manner  as  Mail- 
lard  did  at  the  Abbey. 

It  was  in  this  prifon  that  the  Princefs  de  Lam- 
balle,  and  the  other  attendants  on  the  queen 
were  confined.  A  municipal  officer  had  thought 
proper  to  leave  that  princefs  there,  when  the 
evening  before  he  had  delivered  twenty-four  wo- 
men, amongft  whom  were  fevcral  of  the  queen's 
attendants. 

*  On  tlie  27th  of  Augufl,  when  the  aflfembly  fufpended 
the  municipality,  the  armed  force  of  Paris  was  placed  at  the 
difpofal  of  M.'r.r'on, 

about 
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About  eight  o'clockin  the  morning  of  the  third, 
this  princefs,  whofe  only  crime  was  that  of  an  un- 
conquerable and  fmcere  attachment  to  her  royal 
miilrefs,  and  her  hatred  equally  unconquerable  to 
the  murderer  of  her  hufband,  the  Duke  of  Or- 
leans, was  called  up  by  two  national  guards,  who 
compelled  her  to  defcend,  in  order  that  me  might 
be  transferred  to  another  priion,  though  her 
death  was  determined  on,  and  took  place  in  lefs 
than  half  an  hour  after.* 

It 

*  When  the  princefs  arrived  at  the  hloody  tribunal  flie  was 
almoft  deprived  of  her  fenfes,  and  had  twice  fainted  away 
with  the  cries  of  the  dying,  and  the  horrible  appearance  of 
the  murderers  covered  with  blood.  She  was  interrogated  as 
follows  : 

Judge.  Who  are  you  ? 

Princefs.   Maria  Louifa,  Princefs  of  Savoy. 

'Judge.  What  is  your  employment  ? 

Princefs.   Superintendant  of  the  queen's  houfnold. 

Judge.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  plots  cf  the  court 
on  the  ioth  of  Auguft  ? 

Princefs.  I  know  not  if  there  were  any  plots  on  the  i  oth 
of  Auguft ;  but  I  am  certain  I  knew  of  none. 

Judge.  Take  the  oath  of  liberty  and  equality,  and  of 
hatred  to  the  king,  to  the  queen,  and  to  royalty. 

Princefs.  I  will  readily  take  the  two  firft,  but  I  cannot 
take  the  lafl ;  it  is  not  in  my  heart. 

A  perfon  who  was  there  laid  in  her  ear,  f.vear,  or  you  are 
a  dead  woman.  The  princefs  lifted  up  her  eyes  without  fay- 
ing a  word,  and  went  towards  the  door.  The  prefident  gave 
the  ufual  fign  for  immediate  execution  (qu'on  elargi/fe  lapri- 
fonlere)  and  in  an  inftaat  fhe  was  aflaffinated  with  fabres,  pikes, 
and  bayonets.  Her  cloaths  were  ftripped  off,  and  the  naked 
body  expcfed  to  the  moil  abominable  infults.  After  laying 
for  feveral  hours  as  a  fpeftacle  to  the  curious,  a;-.d  a  fport  to 
the  inhuman  rabble,  it  was  cut  in  pieces.  The  head  was 
carried  on  a  pole  to  the  temple,  and  expofed  to  the  view  of 
the  royal  prifoners,  who  expected  the  fame  fate.  The  king 
was  compelled  to  approach  the  window  and  look  at  it :  the 
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It  is  generally  believed,  that  this  princefs  could 
have  purchafed  her  life  on  no  other  terms  than 
that  of  fabricating  charges  againfl  the  queen  ; 
but  that,  on  fuch  conditions,  fhe  would  not  only 
hare  been  fafe,  but  under  the  particular  protec- 
tion of  the  affaffins.  And  if  human  nature  is  dif- 
griced  a. id  degraded  by  the  unexampled  rage, 
brutal  and  beaftly  fury  of  her  murders,  it  is 
ennobled  by  the  virtuous  firmnefs  of  a  devoted 
woman,  under  one  of  the  mod  terrible  circum- 
ftances  which  can  be  conceived. 

The  total  number  of  perfons  who  fuffered  at 
the  Hotel  do  ia  Force  was  164. 

To  the  maffacres  already  related  mud  be  ad- 
ded that  of  the  prifoners  fent  for  from  Orleans 
at  the  lame  time,  on  pretence  of  conducing 
them  to  Paris.  Thole  prifoners  fent  there  on 
fufpicion  for  crimes  of  high  treafon,  or  fedition, 
or  incivifm,  or  for  being  attached  to  the  ancient 
monarch v,  had  not  been  judged  with  that  ra- 
pidity that  fuited  the  prefent  date  of  the  revo- 
lution. The  high  court  of  Orleans,  as  it  was  called, 
had  been  organized,  and  the  judges  named, 
when  the  revolution  was  not  quite  fo  far  advan- 
ced in  its  progrefs  towards  liberty  and  equality  ; 
and,  being  at  a  diltance  from  Paris,  the  judges 
had  not  been  able  to  keep  pace  with  the  Jacobin 
club,  to  which  they  had  belonged,  fo  that  it 
was  fufpecled  the  accufed  might  efcape  punifh- 
ment. 

queen  and  Madame  Elizabeth  had  fainted  away.  The  Duke 
of  Orleans  ga\e  a  dinner  to  fome  Eiiglifh  democrats  that 
day,  and  he  was  gratified  with  the  fight  cf  this  bloody  tro- 
phy juft  before  thev  let  down  to  table. 

It 
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It  would  be  ufelefs  to  relate  the  perfidious 
manner  in  which  they  were  feized  at  Orleans, 
and  conducted  to  Verfailles,  there  to  be  mafia- 
cred  in  the  prefence  of  the  national  guards  and 
municipal  officers,  without  any  attempt  being 
made  to  fave  them. 

The  revolution  had  now  taken  fo  horrible  and 
fo  decided  a  turn ;  the  different  rulers,  whether 
Girondifts  or  Mountaineers,*  were  all  fo  evi- 
dently culpable,  and  fo  deeply  immerfed  in 
guilt,  that  there  is  neither  room  nor  occafion  for 
any  difoute  about  the  difference  of  culpability. 
It  might  do  for  themfelves  to  make  diitinclions 
and  to  claim  one  action  as  patriotifm,  and  blame 
another  as  oppreffion  and  injuflice ;  but  we  mull 
confefs  that,  except  to  themfelves,  no  fuch  dis- 
tinctions are  apparent. 

It  would  be  ufelefs  to  fatigue  ourfelves  by  fol- 
lowing out  the  manoeuvres  of  the  leading  parties, 
in  order  to  conceal  their  participation ;  that  would 
be  fuppofing  a  poffibility  of  doubt,  concerning 
their  guilt,  when  there  can  be  none.f     All  that 

can 

*  It  was  by  this  latter  name  that  the  moft  violent  party- 
was  diftinguifhed. 

■f  The  whole  number  mafiacred  from  the  2nd  of  Sep- 
tember till  the  9th,  is  very  nearly  as  under  : 

At  the  hofpital  of  the  Carmelites  and  St.  Furmer  244 

the  abbey  of  St.  Germain,          -         -         -  1 80 

the  cloifter  of  the  Bernardins          -         -         -  73 

the  Conciergerie          -----  85 

the  hofpital  of  Saltpetriere         ...  45 

the  prifon  of  the  Chatelet          -         -         -  214 

the  hotd  de  la  Force         -         -         -         -  164 
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can  be  admitted  is,  that  there  were  fome  indivi- 
duals who  co-operated  more  through  fear  than 
through  guilt ;  but  that  there  is  any  difference 
of  criminality  amongft  the  leaders,  we  muff  abfo- 
lutely  deny,  when  the  public  force  was  ten  times 
more  than  fufficient  to  have  prevented  the  maf- 
facres  from  beginning,  or  to  have  (lopped  them  in 
the  nrft  hour  when  begun. 

If  there  was  any  one  more  decidedly  culpable 
than  the  others,  it  feems  to  have  been  Daiiton  ; 
he  was  more  active  in  this  than  Robefpierre  or 
Briflbt,  yet  Robefpierre  has  been  confidered  fince 
as  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  cruelty  ;  fo  that  we  are  at 
lafl  obliged  to  confefs  that  their  criminality  is 
without  dimenfioriy  fince  it  eludes  all  effort  to 
meafure  it. 

Let  us  turn  away  from  thefe  dreadful  fcenes  a 
moment,  and  confider  the  language  of  Roland, 
who,  as  firlt.  minifter^  might  have  made  an  ef- 
fort to  flop  this  bloody  career.  Roland,  who 
was  the  chief  of  the  party,  which  affe&ed  to 
blame  thefe  excefles  :  from  his  letter  we  mall  fee 
that  it  was  to  the  continuation  of  infurrection  and 
infubordination  that  he  attributed  all  this.  The 
whole  of  the  letter  is  long,  and  much  of  it  con- 
fids  ofprofeffion  of  faith,  and  a  regard  to  confei- 
ence,  which,  if  it  had  fpoke  very  loudly,  would 
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1052 
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have  told  him  that  he  mould  have  been  protect- 
ing his  fellow  creatures,  and  exacting  obedience 
to  the  law,  in  preference  to  writing  long  letters 
on  the  4th  of  September ;  but  the  following 
phrafes  are  complete,  without  any  thing  added  or 
taken  away  that  may  alter  their  meaning. 

"  I  know  that  revolutions  are  not  to  be  calcu- 
"  lated  by  common  rules ;  but  I  know  likewife, 
"  that  the  power  which  makes  them  ought  foon 
"  to  arrange  itfelf  under  obedience  to  the  law,  if 
"  total  deitruc~tion  is  not  -intended.  The  anger 
**  of  the  people  and  the  movement  of  infurrec- 
"  tion.are  comparable  to  the  aclion  of  a  torrent, 
"  which  overturns  obftacles  which  no  other  pow- 
"  er  is  able  to  deftroy,  but  of  which  the  over- 
"  fpreading  will  carry  far  and  wide  the  ravage 
"  and  devaftation,  if  it  does  not  focn  return  to 
"  its  ufual  courfe.  The  day  of  the  10th  of  Au- 
."  guft  it  is  evident  was  neceifary ;  without  it  we 
"  mould  have  been  loft ;  the  court  had  prepar- 
"  ed  long  before  to  complete  its  treafons,  by 
"  fpreading  the  ftandard  of  death  over  Paris,  and 
"  to  reign  by  fear.  The  fentiment  of  the  peo- 
"  pie,  always  juft  and  ready  when  its  opinion  is 
"  not  corrupted,  has  averted  the  treafon,  and 
"  turned  it  againfl  the  confpirators. 

"  It  is  in  the  nature  of  things,  and  of  the  hu- 
"  man  heart,  that  victory  fliould  be  followed  by 
"  a  certain  degree  of  excefs  ;  the  fea,  agitated  by 
"  a  tempeft,  roars  after  the  temper!  is  over,  but 
"  every  thing  has  its  bounds,  where  it  ought  at 
"  lafl  to  be  terminated. 
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Wk  If  diforganization  becomes  a  matter  of  habit 
4  and  cuftom;  if  men,  zealous,  but  without 
u  knowledge  and  fkill,  pretend  to  mix  perpe- 
"  tually  with  adminiltration,  and  to  flop  its 
*'£  courie  if  fupported  by  fome  popular  favour, 
fc-  obtained  by  a  great  degree  of  ardour,  and 
f  maintained  by  a  itill  greater  facility  of  making 
"  harangues,  they  fpread  abroad,  miftrufl  and 
"  low  calumny  and  accufation,  excite  fury,  and 
"  dictate  profcriptions — the  government  is  then 
*c  only  a  fhadow,  it  is  nothing,  and  a  good  man 
"  fhould  retire  from  the  helm  of  affairs,  which 
"  he  can  no  longer  guide,  and  which  is  intend- 
cc  edfor  action,  and  not  for  mow." 

No  declaration  againft  anarchy  can  be  plainer 
than  this,  M.  Bailly  or  La  Fayette  could  not 
have  fpoken  better,  and  it  is  precifely  what  Brif- 
fot  faid,  fix  months  after,  when  he  began  to  lofe 
light  of  the  capital,  and  to  approach  the  Tar- 
peian  rock.  To  make  a  diflinciion  amongft  the 
men  who  approve  of  infurrection,  is  an  abfurdi- 
ty  ;  they  all  agree  perfectly  in  the  principles,  and 
only  vary  in  the  application,  and  that  variation 
has  only  a  regard  to  themfelves.  The  enemy 
who  attacks  and  batters  down  a  city,  when  he  is 
once  in  pofleffion  of  the  place,  builds  up  its  hou- 
fes,  and  repairs  the  fortifications ;  and  fo  would 
thofe  who  patronize  revolt  wi(h  to  do,  but  they 
fhould  not  liken  revolt,  when  fupported  by  prin- 
ciple, to  a  river  that  is  to  return  to  its  bed ;  it 
fhould  be  likened  to  a  fire  that  never  ceafes  till 
all  is  confumed.  Have  not  all  thofe  who  have 
witneffed  the  revolution,  ieen  that  the  habit  of 
revolt  was  fubverfive  of  order,  law,  and  liberty, 
as  Roland  fays  ?  and  is  it  not  evident,  that  what 
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men  are  taught  to  eonfider  as  a  duty,  is  very  like- 
ly to  become  a  habit  with  good  citizens  ?  Why 
then,  inflead  of  preaching  eternally  againfl  re- 
volt carried  too  far,  and  continued  too  long,  do 
not  they  at  once  declare  that  revolt  is  illegal,  and 
in  place  of  being  a  duty,  is  a  crime  ?  This  is  the 
language  evidently  that  ought  to  be  fpoken  but 
each  one  willing  to  referve  to  himfelf  and  friends 
the  privilege  of  revolting,  when  to  them  it  feems 
proper,  refufes  to  make  this  declaration,  and 
each  one  has  in  the  end  fallen  a  facrifice  to  this 
terrible  article  of  the  declaration  of  rights. 

Since  the  deftru&ion  of  the  conftitution,  and 
the  cruelties  which  we  have  feen  infurrection  and 
anarchy  produce,  the  Jacobins  in  other  coun- 
tries, who  have  not  yet  got  the  upper  hand, 
have  changed  their  batteries  ;  they  pretend  to 
difapprove  of  the  crimes,  but  they  dill  preferve 
their  attachment  to  thofe  principles  which  laid 
the  foundation,  and  paved  the  way  for  them  ; 
but  let  them  not  think  they  are  to  impofe  upon 
fociety  by  fo  flimfy  a  device.  Petion  faid,  that 
if  the  patriots  perfecuted  thofe  who  did  not  wear 
red  caps,  that  the  ariftocrats  would  put  them  on 
too,  and  pafs  for  republicans,  and  he  was  pro- 
bably very  right.  We  muft  pay  the  fame  atten- 
tion to  the  Jacobins,  who  finding  it  is  totally 
impoifible  not  to  join  in  condemning  the  horrors 
lately  committed  in  France,  are  as  loud  on  that 
fubject  as  any  body  elfe ;  it  is  not,  therefore, 
by  that,  that  they  are  to  be  known,  but  by 
their  invariable  endeavours  to  create  difcontent, 
and  after  that,  quietly  and  calmly,  under  the 
cloak  of  patriotifm  and  philanthropy,  excite  in. 
furre&ion,   or  at  lead,  by  degrees,  undermine 
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regular   government,  fo  as  to   bring  on  infur- 
reclion. 

It  was  in  this  fituation  of  the  capital,  that  the 
elections  for  the  national  convention  began  ;  and 
without  doubt,  it  was  with  an  intention  to  fhew 
the  whole  nation  what  fort  of  representatives  it 
would  be  fafe  for  them  to  chufe,  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  municipality  fent  a  circular  addrefs  to 
all  the  other  municipalities  in   the   kingdom.* 

The 


*  The  letter  of  the  municipality  runs  thus : 
"  Brothers  and  Friends, 

"  A  terrible  confpiracy  having  been  entered  into  by  the 
"  court  to  deftroy  all  the  patriots  in  the  French  empire,  in 

which  plot  a  great  number  of  the  members  of  the  national 
"  afTembly   were  concerned,  obliged  the  common  council  of 
"  the  city  of  Paris  to  have  recourfe  to  the  power  of  the  peo- 
"  pic,  in  order  to  fave  the  nation.     Nothing  has  been  ne- 
"  gle&ed  by  us,  and  the  alfembly  ftfelf  has  rendered  honour- 
"  able   telb'mony  of   our  conduct.      But  who  would  have 
"  thought,  after  that,  that  new  cdnfpiracies,  not  lefs  atro- 
"  cious,  were  planned  in  iihnce  ;  thev  broke  out  at  the  mo- 
"  ment  when  the  national  affembly,  forgetting  the  merits  of 
"  the  municipality,  was  going  to  diffulve  it  as  a  reward  for 
"  its  civifm.     At   that  news,  public  clamours  arole  from  all 
"  parts,  and  made  the  affembly  feel  the  urgent  neceflity  of 
"  uniting   itfelf  with  the  people,  and  reftoring  the  munici- 
"  pality  to  its  former  power. 


<< 


"  Proud  of  having  thus  obtained  fully  the  national  confi- 
w  dence,  which  we  mall  always  ft.ive  to  d'ffcrve  more  and 
"  more ;  placed  in  the  centre  of  all  the  confpiracies,  we 
"  fhall  not  be  fully  fatisficd  with  our  conduct:  until  we  (hall 
"  have  obtained  your  approbation,  the  object  of  all  our 
"  views,  and  which  we  mail  not  think  ourfelves  certain  of 
"  poffeffing,  until  aU  the  uepartments  fhall  have  fanctioncd 
"  the  meafures  which  we  have  taken  to  fave  the  nation. 

"  Profeffing  the  pureft  principles  of  the  mofl  perfect  equa- 
"  lity.  deliring  no  other  privilege  than  that  of  being  thj 
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The  atrocity  is  equal  to  any  thing  that  is  to  be 
found  in  hiltory,  both  for  the  falfities  it  contains, 
and  for  the  fentiments,  if  they  can  be  called  by 
that  name. 

It  is  perfectly  evident  by  this  letter,  which  was 
circulated   under  the   counter-fign.  of  Danton, 

"  firfl  to  immolate  ourfelves  for  the  good  of  our  country, 
"  we  mall  be  ready  to  put  ourfelves  on  a  level  with  the 
"  fmalleft  municipality  of  the  ftate,  the  moment  that  our 
"  country  (hall  have  nothing  more  to  fear  from  the  multi- 
"  tudes  of  ferocious  enemies  who  approach  the  capital. 

u  We,  the  commons  of  Paris,  haften  to  inform  our  bro- 
u  thers  and  friends  of  all  the  departments,  that  a  part  of 
"  the  ferocious  confpirators  detained  in  the  prifons,  has  been 
"  put  to  death  by  the  people,  an  ad  of  jujiice  which  appear- 
"  ed  to  them  indifpenfable  to  keep  in  awe  thofe  legions  of 
"  traitors  who  are  concealed  within  our  walls,  at  the  mo- 
"  ment  when  the  patriots  were  about  to  march  againft  the 
"  enemy  and  without  doubt  the  whole  nation  will  adopt  the 
"  meafure,  after  fo  long  a  train  of  treafons  have  conducted 
"  us  to  the  borders  of  the  abyfs,  which  was  fo  neceffary  for 
'f  the  public  fafety,  and  that  every  Frenchman  will  cry  out 
"  with  the  Parifians,  let  us  march  againft  the  enemy,  but  do 
'*  not  let  us  leave  behind  us  traitors  who  will  murder  our 
"  wives  and  children.  Friends  and  Brothers,  we  expect 
*  "  that  fome  of  you  will  come  to  our  affiftance,  and  help  us 
"  to  repulfe  the  numerous  legions  of  tyrants  who  have  fworn 
'*  the  deftru&ion  of  the  French.  We  fliall  jointly  fave  our 
*'  country,  and  we  (hall  owe  you  the  praife  of  having  faved 
u  it  from  the  brink  of  ruin. 

("  Signed,) 

"  The  adminiftrators  of  the  committee  of  public 
"  fau-ty,  and  the  adminiftrators  adjoined,  Pier- 
"  re  Duplain,  Panis,  Serjent,  l'Infant,  Jour- 
"  daill,  Marat  l'ami  du  peuple,  de  Torgas,  le 
"  CLerc,  Dufortre,  Celly,  conftituted  by  the 
"  commons  of  Paris,  and  fitting  at  the  houfe 
"  of  the  Mayor  of  Paris." 
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the  minifter  of  juftice,  that  the  intention  of  its 
writers  was  to  procure  the  approbation  of  the 
whole  nation,  to  the  maffacres  which  they  avow- 
ed, and  to  make  firailar  meafures  to  be  adopted, 
as  they  plainly  exprefs  themfelves  ;  giving  for  a 
reafon,  the  neceffity  of  protecting  their  wives 
and  children  from  having  their  throats  cut  by  the 
prifoners  in  the  different  jails. 

At  this  time  there  were  more  than  feventy 
thoufand  fufpe&ed  perfons  in  the'  different  pri- 
fons  in  France,  and  the  Jacobin  club  wrote  to 
all  its  correfpondents,  to  fecond  this  purification, 
as  they  called  it,  of  the  kingdom. 

The  addrefs  from  the  national  affembly,  and 
this  from  the  municipality  and  Jacobin  club,  were 
circulated  all  through  the  kingdom,  and  it  was 
under  the  impreffions  which  fuch  productions 
were  capable  of  infpiring,  that  the  affemblies 
were  held  for  chufing  the  reprefentatives  for  the 
national  convention. 

We  fee  how  the  fame  arts  have  all  alon?  been 

O 

practifed  to  prevent  the  proprietors  and  lovers  of 
peace  from  aflifting  at  elections.  The  fans  cu- 
lottes, or  rabble  had  completely  triumphed,  and 
they  proclaimed  in  one  breath  their  fanguinary 
victory  and  their  fanguinary  intentions ;  Co  that 
moderate  men  hid  their  heads,  and  the  conven- 
tion was  chofen  of  the  vileft,  the  mod  defpicable, 
and  moft  defperate  men  in  the  kingdom. 

The  robberies  which  were  committed  during 
all  thefe  arrefts  and  murders,  are  eafily  to  be 
conceived  ;  the  numbers  whom  fear  and  danger 
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drove  out  of  the  country  were  immenfe,  and 
the  municipal  officers  and  members  of  the  Jaco- 
bin club  who  gave  them,  or  procured  for  them 
paffports,  enriched  themfelves  by  the  exaction  of 
enormous  fums,  and  the  nation  by  the  forfeiture 
of  the  eftates  of  thofe  who  fled.*  Certainly  thofe 
emigrants  who  left  France  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  are  not  to  be  accufed  either  of  want  of 
courage  or  want  of  loyalty :  France  was  no 
longer  habitable  for  any  but  brigands,  and  it  is 
only  matter  of  wonder  that  fo  few  emigrated. 

While  all  thefe  things  were  going  on,  M. 
Claviere,  placed  at  the  head  of  the  contributions, 
only  for  the  fake  of  appearances,  as  no  contribu- 
tions were  levied,  fet  about  laying  other  nations 
under  contribution,  by  negociations  upon  the 
different  changes  in  Europe. 

Ap-ents  were  fent  to  London,  Amfterdam, 
Madrid,  and  to  every  country,  who  had 
orders  to  negociate  bills  on  Paris,  payable  (as  all 
the  world  knows)  in  affignats.  Thofe  bills  being 
difcounted  in  foreign  countries,  the  value  mfpecie 
was  remitted  to  France  :  when  they  became  due, 
they  were  paid  according  to  the  courfe  of  ex- 
change, but  before  this  could  be  converted  into 
gold  or  filver,  a  few  affafTms  were  hired  to  patrole 
the  ftreets,  and  threaten  all  thofe  who  fold  gold 

*  Five  thoufand  pounds  fterling  were  frequenly  given  only 
for  a  pafiport,  and  many  gave  five  hundred  and  lefler  fums, 
fo  that  the  municipal  officers  who  came  into  place,  fome  of 
them  without  (hoes,   foon  became  rich. 
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or  filver;*  three  of  thefe  fellers  loft  their  lives, 
and  many  were  pillaged ;  at  other  times,  when 
the  change  was  wanted,  to  be  raifed  on  purpofe 
to  draw  ne\V  bills,  Claviere  fent  men  to  offer 
more  gold  for  fale  than  was  wanted.  This  ope- 
ration, which  is  eafily  conceived  by  thofe  who 
understand  any  thing  of  the  courfe  of  exchange, 
was  called  pumping  the  banks.  A  great  part 
of  the  bankruptcies  of  1793,  in  England,  were 
occasioned  by  this  operation,  which  had  made 
gold  fcarce  in  London  ;  and  if  an  end  had  not 
been  put  to  it  by  the  war,  or  fome  other  caufe, 
there  is  no  faying  to  what  a  pitch  it  might  have 
been  carried,  for  the  merchants  on  the  Change 
of  London  did  not  perceive  the  fnare  ;  and 
though  they  were  aflonifhed  at  the  courfe  of  ex- 
change grew  more  favourable  to  France  while 
the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  was  marching  to  Paris, 
yet  the  hope  of  gaining  by  a  quick  operation, 
led  them  into  fpec illations  which  muff  have  been 
Very  hurtful  to  many  individuals,  and  were 
fraught  with  ruin  to  the  nation. 

It  was  about  the  fame  time  that  the  guard- 
meuble,  containing  all  the  jewels  of  the  crown, 
was  robbed  by  the  patriots  of  the  affembly  ;  and 
as  the  time  was  forefeen,  when  paper  would  no 
longer  ferve  to  buy  the  neceffaries  of  lite,  which 
became  every  day  more  rare*  every  effort  was 
made  to  heap  up  gold  and  filver  in  the  mint. 

*  The  gold  and  filver  were  fold  by  porters  in  the  ftreets, 
fome  of  whom  fold  for  their  own  account,  but  rr.oft  of  them 
for  monied  men,  who  did  not  appear.  Sometimes  they  were 
encouraged  in  this  traffic,  and  fometimes  chaled  away.  Same 
were  even  maffacred,  and  gold  fell  or  rofc  in  price  according 
to  the  rifk  run  by  thefe  men. 
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Had  the  nations  of  Europe  taken' any  pains  to 
ftudy  the  manoeuvres  of  thefe  revolutionary  gen- 
tlemen, a  great  part  of  their  plans  would  have 
been'  fruftrated  ;  but  no  pains  were  taken  by  any 
nation  :  and  if  it  had  been  poffible  for  the  Gi- 
rondift  or  Gafcon  party  to  have  kept  infurreclion 
under,  fo  as  to  let  their  plans  have  time  fully  to 
operate,  matters  would  have  been  much  worfe 
than  they  were  with  other  nations. 

It  will  be  confidered,  no  doubt,  as  a  very  fin* 
gular  circumftance,  that  though  the  conduct,  of 
the  rulers  of  France  was  fuch  as  all  men,  fince 
the  days  of  Nero  and  Caligula,  have  joined  in 
condemning,  yet,  in  every  other  nation  in  Eu- 
rope, their  agents  were  treated  with  a  certain  fort 
of  distinction  by  certain  men,  who  pretend  a 
greater  love  for  juftice  and  of  a  pure  conftitution, 
and  a  greater  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  the  people, 
than  any  others.  In  England,  M.  Chauvelin, 
who  had  been  fent  as  ambaffador  by  Louis  XVI. 
became  the  charge  d'affaire  of  Santerre,  Panis, 
and  Petion,  and  yet  every  door  m  England  was 
not  fhut  againft  him,  for  even  fome  friends  of 
the  people  entered  his  door ;  and  if  an  ill-con- 
ducted,  and  hitherto  unfuccefsful  but  necefiary 
war,  had  not  put  an  end  to  the  intrigues,  which 
the  daring  French  agents  were  encouraged  and 
feconded  in  here,  we  ihould,  in  all  probability, 
long  ere  now  have  had  a  committee  of  brewers 
and  blackguards  fitting  at  the  Manfion-houfe, 
and  giving  orders  to  arrefl  all  rich  and  refpecled 
pcrfons,  to  fhut  up  the  Change,  and  maflacre  all 
the  priibners  in  the  jails  of  the  kingdom.  We 
have  ken  the  remits  of  philofophical  maxims, 
and  we  find,  that  the  commanders  of  the   maf- 

facres 
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facres  of  September  do  not,  on  account  of  the 
innocent  blood  that  they  have  fpilt,  abate  one 
degree  of  their  claims  to  the  title  of  patriots  ;  on 
the  contrary  they  celebrate  thofe  horrors  by  new 
names  invented  for  the  purpofe,  and  interlard 
their  addreffes  to  the  people  with  the  fame 
declaration  of  virtue,  confcience,  and  purity  of 
intention,  that  are  to  be  found  coming  from  the 
mouths  of  all  patriots.* 

*  Sovereign  juflice,  the  fovereign  murderers,  Septemberi- 
zers,  purifying  mcafures.  Such  were  the  names  given  by  the 
hravaclmg  murderers  to  the  crimes  of  their  companions. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     II. 

Beginning  of  the  reign  of  Robefpierre — Robefpierre 
vindicated  againji  the  revolutioni/ls,  the  arifto- 
crats,  and  the  whole  of  mankind — The  trial  of 
the  king — Probable  mqtive — Vanity  of  demo- 
crats— Succefs  of  the  republican  armies — Con- 
demnation and  death  of  the  king — New  tumults 
in  the  convention,  and  fall  of  BriJJbi's  party. 


|  HE  reign  of  terror  was  now  begun,  and  all 
parties  took  a  more  or  lefs  active  hand  in  it ;  but 
the  revolutionifts  themfelves  were  not  purified  ; 
terror  was   not  yet  organifed  and  reduced  to  a 
fyftem,  it  was  not  completely  fpread  over  the 
kingdom,  it  had  only  come  to  perfection  in  Paris, 
and  it  was  to  Robefpierre,  that  much  calumniat- 
ed man,  that  human  nature,  but  above  all,  the 
French  nation,  has  the  obligation  of  reducing  to 
method  and  fyftem,  what  all  parties  contended 
was  right,  but  what  they  all  alledged  might  foine-, 
times   be  abufed,     There  is  nothing  like  theory 
and  fyftem  for  preventing  abufe,  and  this  Robe- 
fpierre,  fo  much  feared  during  his  life,  and  ca- 
lumniated fmce   his   death,   perceivinp;,    flatted 
from  the  obfcurity  in  which  lie  had  for  fome 

time 
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time  been,*  to  eltablifh  upon  a  more  regular 
and  folid  bafis  the  bleflings  of  liberty,  equality, 
terror  and  the  guillotine. 

It  might  plcafe  BriiTot,  Danton,  Hebert,  and 
all  the  other  heads  of  parties,  who  were  crufhed 
by  Robefpierre,  to  declaim  againft  him.  It  may 
pleafe  Talicn,  Collot  d'Herbois,  and  Barrere, 
who  have  feen  him  fail  in  his  turn  under  their 
power,  to  blame  the  conducl  of  Robefpierre. — 
The  former,  as  well  as  the  latter,  had  perfonal 
reafons,  and  were  actuated  by  malice,  but  to  a 
true  revolutionary  philanthropist.,  to  a  man  who, 
approves  of  the  revolutionary  meafures  adopted 
jn  France,  Maximilian  Robespierre  will 
feem  not  only  a  blaruclcis  but  an  illuftrious  and 
gifting  uimed  character. 

Let  us  examine  the  claims  of  this  :  nan  to  the 
gratitude  of  the  revolution! Is,  and  we  fhall  find 
tfr  it  they  are  very  great ;  he  is  new  no  more,  he 
has  now  as  many  enemies  as  he  formerly  had 
flaves,  but  thole  who  were  never  his  ilavos,  are 
not  obliged  to  be  his  enemies. 

Robefpierre,  as  an  inventor,  has  great  merit ; 
he  firft  thought  of  fixing  a  price,  called  the 
maximum,  upon  all  articles  ufeful  in  common 
life,  that  the  poor  might  have  them  at  a  cheap 
price. 

A  philofophcr  had  invented  the  guillotine  out 
of  mere  humanity,  and  a  philofophical  aflembly 

*  Robefpierre  did  not  appear  to  take  any  adive  part  in 
{he  maflacres  of  the  i  oth  of  Auguft. 

Had 
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had  decreed  that  it  mould  be  the  inftrument  of 
national  juftice  ;  but  Robefpierre  invented  wheels 
to  this  machine,  that  the  villages  and  country 
might  partake  of  the  bleffing  ;  he  attached  to  it 
ambulant  commiffaries  and  judges,  who  might 
adminifter  juftice  with  as  great  promptitude  as 
the  facred  inftrument  inflicted  punimment.* — 
Thus  were  liberty  and  equality  extended,  and 
the  meaneft  peafant  could  now  fee  the  philofo- 
phical  inftrument  of  national  vengeance  and  juf- 
tice in  his  own  village.! 

Had  not  riches  been  long  confidered  as  a  crime 
againft  liberty  and  equality  ?  and  did  not  Robe- 
fpierre abolifh  the  bank,  fhut  up  the  Change, 
fequeftrate  the  India  Company's  magazines,  and 
make  it  the  crime  of  death  for  any  citizen  to  be 
pofTefifed  of  gold  or  filver  ?  and  did  he  not  en- 
courage the  fervant  to  denounce  his  mafter,  and 
the  fon  his  father  ? 

Had  not  the  conftituent  aflembly  in  the  ful- 
nefs  of  its  wifdom  and  philofophy  decreed,  that 
the  hangman  fhould  be  an  active  citizen,  and  be 
upon  a  par  with  the  nrft  prince  of  the  blood  ;  that 
the  king  and  the  heir  apparent  alone  mould  be 

*  A  Frenchman  faid,  that  though  others  had  invented  the 
revolution,  Robefpierre  fet  it  to  regular  mufic. 

•f-  Some  ariftocratr.  think  that  Henry  IV.  whofe  ambition 
was  to  fee  every  peafant  in  France  have  a  pullet  in  his  pot  on 
Sunday,  was  a  better  fort  of  ambition  ;  but  fuch  are  greatly 
miftaken,  for  there  is  no  difputing  about  taftes.  In  the  bar-, 
barous  days  of  the  gallant  Henry,  the  French  cried,  Vive  le 
roi  et  la  bonne  chere  ;  in  the  days  of  Robefpierre  they  cried 
out,  Vive  la  guillotine,  vive  la  nwrt.  So  each  pleafed  the  na- 
tion in  the  way  that  fuited  its  talle  at  the  time. 

fuperior 
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iuperior  to  him  ?  and  did  not  the  place  of  hang- 
man become  lucrative  and  honourable  in  the 
time  of  Robefpierre' s  power  ?  Have  not  virtuous 
c undid  ates  for  that  office  been  feen  canvaiiing  for 
votes,  as  we  do  at  an  election  for  a  county  mem-- 
ber  in  England  ?  And  migh$  not  this  be  faid  to 
be  the  maximum  of  philoibphy,  and  the  mini- 
mum of  prejudice  ?  was  it  not  a  fair  triumph  of 
the  new  principles  over  the  old  ridiculous  no- 
tions ?  and  is  there  any  thing  fo  brilliant  or  fo 
great  in  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Auguftus,  fo 
boafted  and  fo  admired  ?  What  are  fine  arts  and 
(lately  palaces  compared  to  the  perfection  of  the 
human  mind  when  it  gets  rid  of  human  preju- 
dice ? 

Did  not  the  ariflocracy  of  rich  merchants  in 
great  cities  offend  the  lovers  of  perfect  equality  ? 
and  did  not  Robefpierre  make  war  on  all  the  rich 
merchants  and  great  towns  of  France  ?  Did  not 
Lyons,  the  populous,  the  wealthy,  and  the  in- 
duftrious,  fee  its  proud  buildings  levelled   with 
the   ground  ;  and  its  inhabitants,  who  oppofed 
themfelves  to  the  fyftem  of  equality  and  the  de- 
flruction  of  property,  put  to  flight,  or  to  death, 
by  thoufands  at  a  time  ?  Did  not  the  richefl  in- 
habitants of  Bourdeaux,  of  Nantz,  of  Marfeilles, 
and  of  Strafburg,  depofe  their  wealth  upon  the 
altar  of  the  country  in  prefence  of  the  guillotine  ? 
and  did  not  thofe  who  refufed  to  part  with  their 
property  lofe  their  lives  ?  and  were  not  their  wi- 
dows and  their  children  turned  adrift  to  feek  for 
food  and   raiment    where  they    could  find  it  ? 
After  this  who  can  complain  of  the  revolution- 
ary conduct  of  Robefpierre,  and  of  his  love  for 
equality  ?  and  who  can  accufe  the  man  who  had 

'    the 
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the  courage  to  put  in  practice  what  the  others 
had  only  the  courage  to  contrive  ? 

But  the  merits  of  this  great  man  exceed  all 
that  can  be  faid  of  him  :  did  he  not  only  invent 
the  revolutionary  government,  that  is  to  fay, 
contrived  the  means  of  giving  permanency  to  the 
revolutionary  meafures  on  the  ioth  of  Auguft, 
and  the  mafiacres  of  September  ?  Did  not  he 
organife  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  which  con- 
ducted on  an  average  thirty  people  a  day  to  the 
guillotine  in  Paris,  and  over  all  France  many 
more?  Did  not  he  gratify  the  Parifian  tafte, 
which  was  changed  from  that  of  plays  and  operas, 
to  that  of  fhedding  blood,  by  affording  a  public 
reprefentation  gratis  every  day,  where  blood  was 
fried,  and  where  the  nation  had  the  double  en- 
joyment of  contemplating  the  fufferings  of  the 
condemned,  and  reflecting  on  his  forfeited  riches, 
when  the  ragged  lans  culotte,  that  honourable 
character,  exulted  in  the  double  enjoyment  of 
national  vengeance,  and  of  being  one  of  the  heirs 
of  the  condemned  victim  ?* 

Did  not  Robefpierre  compel,  by  the  fyllem  of 
terror,  all  the  youth  of  the  nation,  to  go  and 
combat  the  combined  defpots  of  Europe  ?  and 
did  he  not  eftablilh  revolutionary  armies,  who, 

*  When  thefe  things  are  fairly  confidered,  all  this  looks 
more  like  a  dre-mi  than  a  reality,  and  yet  nothing  is  moi-e  true  ; 
Robefpierre  ufed  to  fay,  when  he  was  told  he  was  too  fe- 
vere  upon  the  rich  with  the  guillotine,  Let  me  alone,  I  am 
coining  money.  Three  ftrokcs  of  the  guillotine  were  eflii- 
mated  upon  one  occafion  at  twenty-two  millions  by  Barrerej 
in  a  report  to  the  convention.  O  France,  it  will  be  difficult 
to  wipe  away  thofe  llains.  Philofopliy  will  never  more  have1 
religion  to  reproach  for  the  cruelties  it  has  occahoned  ! 

when 
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when  equality  and  happinefs  could  not  with  all 
its  efforts  be  attained,  rcallfed  equality  in  mifery, 
and  fo  brought  the  facred  reign  of  equality 
nearer  to  full  perfection  than  it  had  ever  before 
been. 

Was  not  kingly  power  difcHmed  by  the 
French  nation,  and  did  not  Robefpierre  murder 
the  fovereign,  his  queen,  and  his  filler,  and  that 
merely  upon  revolutionary  principles,  and  with- 
out deigning  to  confult  what  ignorant  fuperfti- 
ti'jus  people  in  former  times  had  considered  as 
natural  juftice  or  eftabliihed  law  ?  was  not  this 
the  la't  triumph  of  your  principles,  and  the  true 
end  of  your  infurreclions,  and  yet  you  have 
dared  to  accufe  him,  to  refill  his  will  and  to 
blacken  his  memory  ? 

If  Robefpierre  is  fully  cleared  in  the  eyes  of 
revolutionary  men  of  all  countries,  as  he  ought 
to  be  let  us  fee  what  the  ariflocrats  have  to  lay 
againft  him  ?  Ought  not  they  alfo  to  paaife  the 
man  who  has  avenged  their  caufe  upon  fo  many 
of  their  enemies  ?  Can  any  lover  of  order  blame 
the  man  who  purged  the  world  of  Danton,  Fabre 
d'Eglantine,  and  Camille  de  Moulins,*  of  He- 
bert,  the  atrocious  Hebert,  of  the  Duke  of  Or- 
leans, of  Briflbt,  Chabot,  Merlin,  and  Biizire  ; 
who  difperfed  the  fanguinary  miniiters,  Roland, 
Le  Brun,  Claviere,  and  Servan  :  who  condemned 
Petion  and  his  companion  Manuel,  Clootz  the 
Pruffian,   and  whole    fquaurons   of    murdering 

*  Thefe  two  were  Danton's  fecretaries  during  the  mafla- 
cres  of  September ;  they  were  afterwards  members  of  the 
convention. 

Vol.  II.  I  philofophers 


74  HISTORY    OF 

philosophers  ?  During  the  reign  cf  Robefpierre, 
did  not  Barnave  fall,  and  would  net  every  one 
of  the  firft  inftigators  to  murder  and  pill  •  e 
have  fallen  ?  and  did  not  Robefpie-e,  like  8a.  - 
fon,  terrible  in  his  death  as  he  had  been  in  his 
life,  drag  one  hundred  and  forty -feven  of  the 
moll  culpable  citizens  of  Paris  with  him,  after 
having  done  what  was  flill  of  greater  importance, 
carried  revolutionary  principles  as  far  as  they 
could  go,  and  thereby  changed  the  minds  of  men 
with  rcfpecl:  to  their  wifdom  v.n$  juftice  ?  Did 
not  Robeipierre  mew  all  reafonable  men,  that 
liberty  and  equality,  on  the  French  plan,  was  a 
mere  chimera,  a  philosophical  dream,  and  there- 
by prepare  the  way  for  returning  reafon  and 
peace  ?* 

Such  are  the  obligations  which  the  ariftocrats 

o 

ewe  to  Robeipierre  for  what  he  did  ;  but  when  it 
is  confidered  what  he  intended  to  have  done  ; 
when  it  is  confidered  that  he  had  profcribed 
Barrere,  Coliot  d'Herbois,  and  Talien,  (the 
Adonis  Talien,  who  wasfo  acli^e  at  the  maflacres 
of  September)  and  all  the  remainder  ^f  the  bl<  :  ~r 
tribe,  and  that  he  meant  to  have  reigned  alone, 
and  have  purged  the  world  of  all  monfters  but 

*  The  Cervices  rendered  by  Robefpierre  to  the  caufe  of  on"  r, 
are  far  from  being  imaginary,  he,  in  fVcl,  fhewed  the  revolu- 
tionary fyftem  in  its  full  horror,  and  difgufted  Jacobins  with 
Jacobinifm  ;  fo  that  Uvoth  aly  now  maintain  the  revolu- 

tion, the  firft  in  the  difficulty  of  eftablifluag  order,  under  a  re- 
publican form,  and  the  defire  ct  keeping  the  lands  of  the 
emigrants,  which,  were  kingly  government  to  be  reftored, 
would,  they  apprehended,  be  impofiible.  Certain  it  is,  that 
1. 11  France  confefies  they  hare  been  fadly  opprefFed,  and 
tli at  a  great  portion,  at  hail  of  the  country,  is  completely 
cured  of  la  maledie  ds   1789. 

felf 
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himfelf;  mutt  you  not  allow,  that  for  what  hedid, 
what  he  was  the  caufe  of  being  done,  and  what  he 
intended  to  d  >,  Maximilian  Robefpierre  deierves 
'.  our  thank   ?* 

The  whole  world  (hould  join  in  gratitude  to 
Robei  i .  rre  for  his  conduct  during  the  lad  month 
of  his  life;  when  he  found  the  moment  was  ar- 
rive.! when  it  was  neceflary  to  overturn  the  con- 
vention, and  to  fix  defpotifm  on  a  terrible  and  fo- 
lid  bafis,  he  abandoned  his  poll  in  the  conven- 
tion, in  the  committees,  and  applied  to  the  Ja- 
cobin Club;  it  was  from  that,  and  that  alone, 
that  he  expected  an  energetic  and  effectual  fup- 
port ;  he  has  therefore  eftablifhed  beyond  difpute, 
what,  indeed,  the  whole  of  the  revolution  has 
confirmed,  that  a  political  club,  with  affiliations 
and  conrfyondenns,  and  that  claims  the  right  of  in- 
terfering In  affairs  of  government,  is  thegreatefl  en- 
emy of  the  real  freedom.  He  has  fnewn  the  ruin 
and  mifery  in  its  full  extent,  to  which  men  are 
reduced  by  encouraging  revolt ;  to  add  to  his 
other  fervices,  he  has  drawn  down  along  with 
him  the  ruin  of  the  Jacobin  club. 

We  have  already  faid,  that  the  hifWy  of  the 
Jacobins  becomes  lefs  interefting  as  the  revolution 
advanced.  We  are  now  come  to  that  period 
where,  as  all  men  muft  be  nearly  of  one  opinion 
about  the  infamy  of  their  manoeuvres,  their  mi- 
nute examination  becomes  Lis  ncceilary.     We 

*  During  the  reign  of  Robefpierre,  there  were  full  as  ma- 
ny revolutioaifts  guillotined  as  there  were  loyalifts,  and  it  was 
the  chofen  revolutioniits  who  excelled  the  others  that  he  pcr- 
fecuted  the  molt.  They  were  fnends  in  principles,  but  ri- 
vals in  perfons. 

{halfc 
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fhall,  therefore,  in  a  rapid  manner,  follow  them 
through  the  Iaft  ftage  of  excefs  and  crime,  which 
will  ierve  fully  to  fhew,  that  if  infurreclion  is  a 
facred  duty,  it  is  aifo  one  that  is  attended  with 
very  ferious  confequences. 

The  repuife  of  the  Pruflian  army  gave  the  con- 
vention and  the  nation  a  little  time  to  breathe,  and 
this  time  was  occupied  by  the  convention  in 
making  a  decree  to  excite  the  fubjects  of  all  na- 
tions to  revolt,  in  considering  the  plans  laid  down 
by  BriiTot,  Condorcet,  and  Clootz,  for  univerfal 
conqueft  and  an  univerfal  republic,  and  for 
bringing  to  the  fcafFold  the  imprifoned  monarch.* 
Audacity  had  now  fucceeded  to  fear,  and  all  nati- 
ons were  openly  put  at  defiance.!     It  is  more 

than 


*  The  cruelty  of  the  nation  in  fhedding  the  blood  of  the 
kmg.  h.id  r.ot  the  excufe  alledged  for  the  cruelties  of  Auguft 
and  September,  that  of  the  fear  of  their  enemies  and  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Pruflian  army ;  on  the  contrary,  during  the 
trial  of  the  king,  the  French  armies  were  victorious,  and  had 
over-run  Flanders  and  Brabant  with  an  ahnoll  unexampled 
degree  of  fuccefs.  This  is  a  proof,  that  if  the  French  na- 
tion is  cruel  when  in  fear,  it  is  no  lefs  fo  when  victorious  ;  and 
this  is  the  belt  anfwer  that  can  be  given  to  thofe  perfons,  who 
affect,  to  threw  the  blame  of  the  cruel  government  of  France 
upon  the  fear  excited  by  combined  powers. 

f  It  was  jufl  at  the  fame  moment  that  all  this  was  happen- 
ing, that  the  Englifh  friends  of  French  liberty  fent  oyer  two 
ambanadors  to  prefent  the  convention  with  a  congratulatory 
addrefs,  and  their  foldiers  with  2000  pairs  of  ihoes.  It  was 
at  this  time,  that  MefT.  Paine  and  PriefUey  were  chofen 
members  of  the  convention,  and  never  was  the  fyftem  of  uni- 
srerfal  fraternity  conceived  by  M.  Clootz,  or  the  defn  notion 
of  kindly  government  preached  up  by  the  different  focieties, 
fo  likely  to  be  carried  into  effect  :  the  maffacres  of  Septem- 
ber had  only  whetted  the  apoetite  of  thofe  gentlemen,  they 

had 
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than  probable,  that  the  vanity  of  {hewing  all  Eu- 
rope how  little  its  menaces  were  regarded,  caui- 
ed  the  convention,  without  vifible  motives,  with- 
out any  juft  reafon,  and  even  contrary  to  its  ap- 
parent intereft,  to  determine  on  the  trial  of  one 
of  the  moll  innocent,  moll  virtuous,  and  moil 
unfortunate  of  kings.  Such  as  know  the  auda- 
cious vanity  of  the  Parifian  Jacobins,  and  their 
ferocity,  will  not  be  furpriied  at  this.  Time 
may,  perhaps,  unveil  fome  other  caufe  for  the 
cruel  deed,  but  until  there  is  a  certainty  of  the 
exiflence  of  fuch  a  caufe,  it  is  fair  to  allien  that 
which  is  the  moll  probable. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  republic  might 
be  confidered  by  the  convention  as  being  more 
certain  when  the  king  mould  no  longer  exift ; 
but  this  is  contradicted  by  the  votes  of  a  great 
number  of  determined  republicans,  who  did  not 
vote  for  death,  but  imprifonment  or  banifh- 
ment.* 

had  fmelt  the  blood  acrofs  the  channel,  and,  as  the  poet 
Klopftock  faid,  they  longed  to  approach  their  viclims,  that 
they  might  with  a  dry  eye  contemplate  the  laft  convullicn, 
and  indulge  their  ears  with  the  laft  groan. 

*  The  Gironde  party  was  compofed  of  the  real  republi- 
cans, the  Mountain  was  compofcd  of  ar.archifts,  and  men 
who  only  wanting  blood  and  pillage,  had  not  any  fixed  no- 
tion:, about  government  at  all ;  it  was  the  Mountain  that  vo- 
ted for  the  punifhment  of  death  ;  thofe  of  the  other  parties,  lefs 
faaguinary,  but  likewife  lefa  bold,  were  induced  to  vote  by 
the  calculations  about  their  own  perfonal  fafety.  The  Moun- 
tain was  with  government  as  it  was  with  religion,  it  wifhed 
to  overturn  that  which  exiiled,  without  any  fixed  plan  for 
.elLbliihing  another  in  its  place. 

Another 
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Another  reafon  for  thinking  fo,  is,  trn4- 
convention,  eager  to  decree  liberty  and  ility, 
and  to  eftablifh  licence,  has  (hewn  no  fort  of  im- 
patience to  eftablifli  any  fort  of  law  or  go  n- 
ment,  and  therefore  the  death  of  the  king  was 
not  a  meafure  of  lb  preffing  a  nature  as  to  require 
hafte.  It  muft  either  have  been  meant  to  gratify 
vanity,  as  we"  have  faid,  to  defy  the  powers  of 
Europe,  or  to  render  the  whole  nation  unanim- 
ous in  defending  the  republic. 

It  would  be  to  fuppofe,  that  men  have  two 
different  opinions  on  this  fubjeel,  wich  is  not 
the  cafe,  to  enter  into  any  arguments  relative 
to  the  cruelty  and  injuftice  of  the  lentence.  The 
whole  human  race,  though  not  by  the  organ  of 
the  representative  citizen  Clootz,  has  teftiiied  its 
deteftation  of  the  convention,  and  its  admiration 
of  the  calm  firmnefs  and  moderate  virtue  of  the 
king. 

The  reign  of  Robefpierre  feems  to  have  dis- 
played the  ultimatum  of  human  depravity  and 
folly  under  a  republican  form,  and  to  have  exalt- 
ed loyalty,  by  difplaying  in  a  dethroned  king  an 
unexampled  degree  of  human  moderation  and 
virtue.  Humanity  has  futiered  much,  but  pofle- 
rity  may  gain  a  great  deal.  France  has  been  a 
melancholy  example,  and  it  h  to  be  hoped,  that 
all  mankind  will  profit  by  it,  to  the  exclufion  of 
thofe  principles  which  only  tend  to  make  men 
criminal  and  miferable. 

"  If  plagues  and  earthquakes  break  not  Heawn's  defign, 

ff  Why  then  a  Borgia  or  a  Cataliue  ? 

The 
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The  progrefs  of  mind  in  individuals,  and  in 
mankind  at  large,  is  the  fame  ;  and  it  was  natu- 
ral, that  as  knowledge  increafed  men  fhould  ar- 
rive at  that  dangerous  point  where  experience  is 
abandoned  and  defpiied,  and  where  they,  give 
theuifelves  up  to  theory.  This  happens  to  molt 
young  men  who  have  got  a  liberal  education, 
v.  :.-en  firfl  they  throw  olf  the  trammels  of  the 
college  or  the  fchool ;  but  time  and  experience, 
(and  often  adverfnv)  bring  them  back  to  reafon. 
France  had  attained  this  point  of  knowledge ; 
and  perhaps  the  violence  of  the  malady,  by  fhort- 
ening  its  duration,  will  in  the  end  be  a  blefiing 
to  mankind.  The  impetuofity  of  the  French 
will  ferve  c  mally  as  a  means  of  exhauitins;  them- 
felves,  and  of  diicouraging  their  cotemporaries 
or  poilerity  from  ever  abandoning  themfdves  en- 
tirely to  theory. 

It  was  during  the  latter  months  of  1792  that 
the  efforts  of  the  revolutionary  emilTaiies  were 
the  moft  ftrenuous  in  London,  and  in  the  other 
great  cities  or"  England.  Government  had  been 
fo  completely  overturned  in  France,  and  the  pof- 
feffion  of  power  and  property  had  been  fo  com- 
pletely attained  by  the  revolutionary  banditti, 
that  their  courage  and  audacity  were  beyond  all 
bounds.  Every  country*  contains  men  who  wifh 
for  changes,  and  who  expect  to  gain  by  re- 
volutions ; 

In  proportion  as  the  general  run  of  the  inhabitants  of  a 
country  are  dabblers  in  learning  and  metaphyficr,  the  Jacobin 
principles  have  been  admired — in  Scotland  more  than  in  En- 
gland, at  Berlin  more  tlian  at  Vicuna.  It  was  long  the  wifh  of 
the  fact  bins  to  perfuadc  the  people,  that  men  of  learning  and 
genius  admired  the  revolution.     The  famous  Abbe  Raynal 
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volutions ;  fuch  naturally  united  their  efforts 
to  the  French  emiffaries  through  inclination  ; 
but  the  French  emhTaries  had  money  at  com- 
mand ;  and  it  is  as  certain  as  any  thing  that  has 
not  actually  taken  place  can  be,  that  a  revolu- 
tion was  on  the  point  of  breaking  out  in  En- 
gland. The  French  organization  was  begun,  men 
had   their  different  polls  affigned  to  them,  and 

the 

was  faid  to  be  an  ardent  admirer  of  it,  and  a  curious  enough 
fcene  took  place  in  confequence  tcf  this.  Raynal  arrived  in 
Paris  by  accident  in  the  year  1 791,  and  fent  a  letter  to  the  af- 
fembly  ;  the  prefident  of  which,,  either  through  negligence,  or 
with  a  defign  to  play  the  affembly  a  trick,  announced  the  let- 
ter without  having  previously  examined  it.  The  conftituent 
philofophers,  expecting  congratulations  on  their  wifdom,  cal- 
led cut  with  one  voice  to  have  it  read.  The  prefident  began, 
but  what  were  the  mortification  and  furprife  of  the  lawgiv- 
ers, when  they  found  it  contained  one  of  the  moil  bitter  and 
well-founded  criticifms  on  their  conduct  that  ever  was  writ- 
ten. A  great  difturbance  took  place  ;  the  prefident  was  in- 
terrupted and  abufed  ;*  he  was  accufed  cf  ariilecracy  ar.d 
knavery.  A  long  debate  enfued,  but  the  infult  being  public 
already,  it  was  determined  to  hear  the  letter  out,  and  to  treat 
the  writer  as  a  dotard  who  had  loft  his  fenfes.  The  letter  it- 
felf  was  a  proof  that  the  old  philofopher  had  neither  loll  that 
juftnefs  of  idea  nor  elegance  of  expreiTion  for  which  he  has 
been  fo  defervedly  famous  ;  bnt  Gorfas,  and  all  the  icribblers 
of  the  Jacobin  fociety,  fet  upon  him,  and  endeavoured  to 
prove,  that  he  was  not  only  a  fool  but  even  a  thief,  and  eve- 
ry thing  that  was  bad.  Raynal,  not  truiling  much  to  their 
humanity,  wifely  fet  off  next  morning,  concealing  the  route 
which  he  took. 

Amongft  the  patents  of  French  citizenfhip,  fuch  as  were 
fent  to  Dr.  Prieftly,  Thomas  Paine,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  and 
fome  others,  the  affembly  fent  one  to  the  German  poet 
Klopftock,  famous  for  his  philanthropy.    His  anfwer  is  thus  : 

*   It  was  a  fecretary,  in  faft,  that  was  reading. 

TH£. 
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the  fignal   only   was  wanting    to  make    rebel- 
lion break  forth. 

Happily  for  England,  the  minifters  were  not 
in  the  fame  lethargy  that  thofe  of  Louis  XVI.  had 
been  in  the  year   1789.     We  fhould  have  foon 

found 

THE    POET    KLOPSTOCK  TO    THE    NATIONAL   ASSEMBLY  OF 

FRANCE. 

"  Moderators  of  the  French  empire  ! 
"  I  fend  back  to  you  with  horror  thofe  titles  of  which  I  was 
"  fo  proud,  while  I  could  think  that  they  united  me  to  a  fo- 
**  ciety  of  brothers  and  friends  to  humanity.  Alas !  the  de- 
M  ception  is  but  too  foon  vanifhed  away,  and  moll  afflicting 
'•  reality  is  come,  to  put  an  end  to  a  delufive  dream.  Alas ! 
"  I  had  vainly  imagined,  that  from  the  diftant  borders  of  the 
"  Seine  that  light  mould  come,  which  would  one  day  give  an 
•'  eclat  to  the  happy  reign  of  liberty  amongll  European 
'*  nations. 

"  Why  have  you  deceived  me  ?  Tour  rights  of  man  nvere 
"  only  a  fnare  laid  to  make  Frenchmen  fall,  that  they  might  be 
•*  the  more  eaftly  ajfajfmated.  Learn,  then,  that  the  excefs  of 
"  your  barbarifm  and  of  your  crimes  has  placed  an  eternal 
"  barrier  between  you  and  the  poets  of  happy  Germany. 
"  When  they  are  told  thofe  tragical  adventures  which  dif- 
"  grace  your  fanguinary  hillory,  they  are  affrighted  and  fly 
"  away.  There  is  no  connection  now  between  us,  you  have 
"  broken  for  ever  the  lalt  of  the  bands  which  connected  us 
"  together. 

"  I  pity  thofe  who  call  themfeltes  citizens,  and  who  (hed 
"  torrents  of  the  blood  of  citizens.  O  crime !  when  they 
"  have  fhed  blood  they  dance  around  their  victim  ;  they  con- 
"  template  with  a  diy  eye  the  lalt  convulfion  ;  they  approach 
"  nearer  to  indulge  their  ears  with  the  lalt  groan. 

"  Frenchmen,  I  turn  away  with  affright  from  that  impious 
"  troop  which  is  guilty  of  aiTaffination,  by  looking  on  the 
"  peaceable  witnefles  of  murder.  1  fly  far  off  from  the  cr.es 
"  of  that  execrable  tribunal  which  murders,  not  only  the 
**  victim,  but  which  murders  alfo  the  mercy  of  the  people." 

Such 
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found  plenty  of  leaders  ftart  up,  but  there  was 
no  friend  in  the  king's  cabinet.  The  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  was  not  a  vain,  difguflcd  fo- 
reigner like  M.  Necker,  and  we  were  faved.  The 
malcontents  in  this  country  had  one  circumftance 
in  their  favour,  which  thofe  in  France  had  not 
when  they  began  ;  they  had  a  powerful  nation  to 
fupport  them  with  men  and  with  money,  and 
who  knew  the  method  of  employing  agents,  who 
were  eternally  repeating  their  favourite  maxim 
of  ce  nyeft  que  le  premier  pas  que  ccute,  and  they 
expe&ed  to  overturn  the  throne  of  England,  as 
ealily  as  they  had  taken  the  Baflile. 

It  is  true,  that  all  this  has  been  treated  as  a 
fiction  by  thofe  who  felt  mortified  at  its  want  of 
fuccefs  ;  but  how  could  we  expect  them  to  treat 
it  otherv  ife,  when  we  fee  their  mafters  at  Paris 
treat  as  a  fiction  what  had  happened  in  the  next 
ftreet,  and  maintain  as  a  truth  what  had  never 
happened  at  all  ? 

There  were  at  this  time  only  two  methods  left 
for  England  to  purfue,  the  one  was  to  act  as  fhe 
has  done,  and  the  other  to  let  French  emiiiaries 
and  French  aihgnats  rob  us  of  every  thing.  The 
queftion  of  the  juftice  and  neceility  of  the  war 
has  been  often  difcurTed;  it  is  fufficient,  however, 
to  obierve,  that  as  the  Jacobin  principle  decidedly 
is,  that  "  thofe  that  are  not  for  us  are  againit  us," 
there  was  no  medium   (as  thofe  who  are  ene- 

Such  is  the  energetic  letter  of  the  old  and  virtuous  Klop- 
llock  ;  lie  had  not  attained  the  pitch  of  Condorcet  and  his  com- 
panions, and  they  very  probably  confidered  him  as  a  fool  and 
a  dotard.  This  is  not  quite  fo  confoling  as  the  addrefs  of 
the  Englifh  deputies  with  the  2000  pair  of  (hoes. 

mies 
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mies  of  the  war  pretend)  as  they  plainly  mewed 
by  the  example  of  Spain,  which  offered  them 
peace  ;  but  as  fhe  did  not  propofe  fraternity,  by 
efta,blimin^  facobin  clubs  and  revolutionary  tri- 
bunals,  war  was  proclaimed  againft  her  without 
any  fort  of  ceremony. 

Amongft  the  daring  attempts  of  the  revolu- 
tionifts  to  attack  the  peace  of  other  nations,  one 
of  the  mod  blameable  was  the  fending  an  army 
againil  the  republic  of  Geneva,  and  we  have 
only  our  own  numbers  and  the  Britifh  channel  to 
thank  for  our  not  having  been  treated  in  the  fame 
manner. 

It  is  a  very  fingular  thing,  that  men  who  pafs 
over  all  thefe  circumftances  with  as  great  filence 
as  if  they  had  never  happened,  have  the  effron- 
tery to  confider  France  as  a  perfecuted  and  at- 
tacked nation.  Do  they  think,  that  they  are 
fitting  at  the  mayor's  houfe  in  Paris,  and  writing 
to  all  the  municipalities  of  France,  to  tell  them, 
that  the  palace  of  the  Thuilleries  had  laid  a  plan 
to  murder  all  the  patriots  in  the  kingdom  ?  or, 
what  do  they  think  ?  Is  it  poflible  to  believe 
that  France,  which  in  an  open  or  in  an  under- 
hand meafure  was  attacking  the  government  of 
every  nation  in  Europe,  and  endeavouring  to  in- 
troduce the  Septemberizing  fyftem  and  the  re- 
volutionary government,  where  peace  and  order 
had  hitherto  reigned,  could  itfelf  expect  to  meet 
with  no  refinance  ?  No,  it  is  impoffible :  and 
to  be  convinced  that  it  did  not,  we  have  but 
to  read  what  Briffot  fays  on  that  fubject,  in 
his  publication  in  the  month  of  May  follow- 
ing.    Briffot  was  one  of  the  great  deplomatic 
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condu&ors  at  the  time  of  which  v/e  are  now 
fpeaking,  and  his  teftimony  may  be  taken ;  he 
knew  the  truth  and  he  had  no  motive  for  con- 
cealing it ;  at  lead  could  have  none  for  writing 
as  he  did. 

Briflbt  was  accufed  of  being  one  of  the  caufes 
of  the  war  with  England  j  and  he  did  not  refute 
the  charge ;  far  lefs  did  he  pretend  to  fay,  that 
England  had  declared  war  upon  France  with- 
out provocation.  He  has  been  on  many  occa- 
fions  fufficiently  lavifh  of  his  abufe  both  of  En- 
gland and  of  Englifh  miniflers.  It  is,  there- 
fore, fomething  lingular,  that  we  find  amongft 
ourfelves  people  who  will  affirm  what  this  daring 
leader  of  the  party  never  ventured  to  do,  or, 
which  he  thought  it  would  be  neceflary  to  at- 
tempt doing. 

In  proportion  as  the  victorious  French  army 
advanced  in  Auflrian  Flanders  and  Brabant,  Ja- 
cobin clubs*  were  eftablifhed ;  the  generals  and 
French  commiffaries  were  the  patrons,  and  the 
prefidents  and  the  foldiers  mixed  with  the  mem- 
bers. The  armies  were  accompanied  by  Jacobin 
orators,  and  followed  by  printing  preffes.  The 
proprietors  of  Belgium  were  robbed  by  the  in- 
troduction of  French  affignats ;  but  they  were 
terrified  and  remained  filent,  becaufe  thole  who 

*  The  King  of  Pruffia's  army  having  been  once  repulfed, 
there  was  no  fingle  body  of  troops  capable  of  making  any  re- 
fiftance,  which  is  a  proof  that  the  Emperor,  fo  far  from  hav- 
ing exceeded  the  number  of  troops  which  by  treaty  he  was 
intitled  to  have  upon  that  frontier,  had  not  availed  himfelf  of 
his  rights  in  this  refpeft.  This  motive  ailedged  for  the  war 
declared  againft  him,  therefore,  falls  to  the  ground. 

had 
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had  nothing,  the  virtuous  fans  culottes,  were  ad- 
vocates of  the  French  fyftem,  becaufe  they  were 
determined  to  eftablifh  clubs  and  principles  of 
equality.* 

To  the  revolution  of  the  1  oth  of  Auguft,  the 
mafiacres  of  September,  and  the  fuccefles  of  the 
French  arms  in  repulfing  the  Auftrians  and  Pruf- 
fians,  fucceeded  a  few  months  of  lefs  a&ive  ope* 
ration. 

The  winter  months  were  employed  in  endea- 
vouring to  amafs  all  the  gold  and  filver  in  the 
kingdom  in  the  treafury  of  the  convention ;  in 
organizing  the  fale  of  the  lands  of  emigrants,  to 
infure  the  value  of  afli  gnats,  and  in  bringing  to 
the  fcaffold  the  unfortunate  king. 

As  long  as  the  world  remains,  or,  at  Ieaft,  fo 
long  as  men  read  the  hiitory  of  what  has  hap- 
pened, the  convention  will  be  feverely  reproached 
for  the  injuftice,  the  inhumanity,  and  the  impo- 
licy of  putting  to  death  their  king.  None  of  the 
charges  that,  for  the  fake  of  form,  were  brought 
againft  him,  had  any  foundation  either  in  law  or 
in  fact.  The  king  had  acted  as  he  had  a  right  to 
do  previous  to  the  acceptation  of  the  conftitution ; 
and  after  that,  he  was  the  only  man  in  the  king- 

*  BrifTot,  who  was  one  of  the  French  leaders  at  the  time, 
and  for  fcveral  months  after,  tells  us  that  aflicrnats  were  ad- 
vanced  at  par  there,  (they  were  co  per  cent,  below  par  at 
Paris)  that  the  Belgians  confidered  it  but  as  a  double  robbe- 
ry, but  that  the  convention  diftributed  large  funis  amongft 
the  vagabonds  of  Bruflels  to  make  them  drunk,  and  to  buy 
profelytes ;  and  that  the  dregs  of  the  people,  flattered  with 
the  hopes  of  equality  with  their  fuperiors,  and  afiemblcd  la 
clubs,  reduced  them  to  filence,  to  inactivity. 

dom 
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dom  who  had  remained  faithful  to  it.*  Thpfe 
who  tried  Louis  for  treafon  were  themfelves  trai- 
tors ;  they  had  betrayed  the  nation :  they  accufed 
him  of  tyranny  and  defpotifm,  when  they  and 
their  co-adjutors  alone  were  the  tyrants  and  def- 
pots  of  the  nation:  they  accufed  him  of  fhedding 
innocent  blood,  when  in  one  half-hour  they  im- 
molated to  their  own  ambition  and  revenge  more 
victims,  than  there  had  fallen  criminals  under  the 
feverity  of  the  law,  during  the  whole  reign  of  the 
king. 

*  It  was  not  only  a  circumilance  lit  to  infpire  us  with  ad- 
miration of  the  French  king,  but  it  is  a  phenomenon  which 
muft  excite  aftonifhrnent,  that,  amongft  a  vaft  number  of 
his  fervants,  fome  of  his  former  friends,  and  thoufands  of 
people  who  had  acceis  to  know  his  conduft  from  his  earlieft 
youth,  none  could  produce  any  one  arbitrary  aft  or  accufati- 
on  againft  him.  We  did  not  fpeak  of  the  Red  Book,  as  it 
was  called,  that  is,  the  lift  of  penfions  given  by  the  court, 
at  the  time  that  affair  was  difcuffed  by  the  conftituent  aflem- 
bly,  becaufe  it  had  turned  out  not  to  contain  half  the  wafte 
cf  public  money  that  had  been  afierted  and  apprehended  by 
the  enemies  of  the  court.  Louis  XVI.  was,  in  fadf.,  a  rigid 
economift  in  principle,  and  it  would  appear  that  the  wafte  of 
public  money  was  never  made  with  his  confent,  but  that  the 
fame  goodnefs  which  made  him  wifn  to  fpare  his  people  had 
led  him  into  the  unwarrantable  and  ruinous  habitude  of  pay- 
ing the  debts  of  the  princes,  and  of  fome  other  perfons  about 
court.  We  fay  unwarrantable,  becaufe  it  is  worfe  in  its  ul- 
timate confequences  than  granting  penfions  upon  the  ftate  ; 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  the  feeling  under  which  it  is  done, 
exculpates  the  doer  with  refpect  to  his  intentions.  What 
would  havs  been  refined  to  fupport  extravagance,  is  granted 
to  pay  needy  creditors,  and  relieve  from  thraldom  an  extrava- 
gant, but  often  an  amiable  debtor ;  and  thus  a  new  letter  of 
credit  is  given  to  that  fame  extravagance  of  which  it  feldom 
falls  to  make  ufe.  Had  the  other  princes  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  been  guided  by  the  fame  principles  with  their  flluf- 
trious  chief,  he  would  not  have  loft  his  life  in  a  revolution 
which  their  great  expenfes  had  accelerated. 

The 


jacobinism,  8-y 

The  hard  treatment  of  the  king,  during  his 
confinement,  as  well  as  the  mock  trial  by  which 
he  was  brought  to  the  fcaffbld,  are  well  known. 
On  that  head  th^re  is  but  one  opinion  in  all 
Europe,  and  amongft  all  ranks  of  people  ;  but  it 
is  not  fo  well  known  by  what  methods  his  ene- 
mies contrived  to  lull  all  France,  and  particularly 
the  inhabitants  of  Paris,  into  a  fort  of  ileep,  till 
it  was  too  late  to  prevent  the  execution  of  this 
fanguinary  projett. 

The  ruling  party  in  the  aflembly,  in  the  club, 
and  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  had  one  thing  dill  to 
fear.  The  great  majority  of  France,  it  was 
known,  was  not  only  againfl  any  violence  being 
done  to  the  king,  but  disapproved  in  reality  of  the 
ioth  of  Auguft,  and  all  that  had  been  done 
fince  then.     The  aflaffination  of  the  kino-  mirht 

~  ft         o 

therefore,  ferve  an  a  fignal  for  the  majority  to 
break  forth,  and  by  uniting  in  one  fingle  point, 
cruili  their  ad .  erfaries. 

To  prevent  fo  dangerous  a  point  of  re-union, 
the  aifembly  difcufled  the  queftion  in  a  way  that 
made  the  generality  of  the  people  believe  that  im- 
prifonment  or  banifhment  would  be  the  utmoft 
extent  of  their  vengeance.  The  king  was  long 
fmce  a  prifoner,  and  the  formality  of  a  mock 
trial,  and  condemnation  to  continue  a  prifoner, 
did  net  appear  to  be  any  great  fubject  for  alarm ; 
as  for  banifhment,  it  appeared  to  all  as  a  fentence 
to  be  wimed  for.  The  trial  of  the  king  was  £o 
conducted,  as,  by  holding  up  thefe  two  forts  of 
puniihment,  the  fentence  of  death  was  not  much 
feared  until  the  trial  approached  very  near  its 
end ;  and  then  the  precipitate  execution  prevented 

the 
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the  poflibility  of  any  effort  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
partments of  France. 

The  people  of  Paris  were  next  to  be  lulled 
afleep ;  the  Jacobin  method  is  always  to  do  this 
by  giving  hopes,  and  letting  it  be  underilood  by 
their  emifTaries,  that  more  is  to  be  feared  from 
oppofmg  them,  than  from  letting  them  act  qui- 
etly.* 

It  would  be  paying  the  cowardly  people  of 
Paris  a  compliment  they  do  not  deferve,  to  fav 
that  they  might  probably  have  refcued  their  king, 
if  they  had  been  certain  that  his  death  was  de- 
cided upon  ;  but,  though  thofe  who  were  deter- 
mined on  bringing  him  to  the  block  could  not 
have  any  great  reafon  to  apprehend  refinance 
from  a  city  which  had  been  perfectly  paffive  in 
the  arrefts  of  Augufl:  and  mafiacres  of  September, 
and  which  was  daily  fubmitting  to  unheard-of 
oppreffion :  yet  Petion,  and  the  conductors  of 
this  tranfaction,  wifhed  once  more  to  make  afiur- 
ance  doubly  fure  ;  and  it  was  artfully  circulated 
in  Paris  that  the  king  was  only  meant  to  be  car- 
ried to  the  place  of  punifhment  for  the  fake  of 
form,  and  in  order  to  imprefs  kings  in  general 
with  a  proper  awe  for  the  fovereignty  of  the  peo- 

*  Orders  were  given  in  Paris  on  the  day  of  execution, 
which  followed  immediately  that  of  the  condemnation,  to 
fire  upon  the  carriage  where  the  king  was,  upon  the  leaft 
appearance  of  any  movement  amonglt  the  people  in  his  favour; 
it  was,  therefore,  impoffible  at  that  ftage  of  this  melancholy 
bufinefs  for  any  of  his  friends  to  (hew  themfelves,  even  if 
they  had  been  inclined.  There  are  many  people  who  boafl 
that  they  intended  to  make  an  effort ;  but  on  that  fide  of  the 
queftion  there  has  been  fo  much  boafting  and  fo  little  acting, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  give  any  credit  to  thefe  gentlemen. 

pie 
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pie  oi  Fiance.  This  was  circulated,  and,  by 
obtaining  credit,  prevented  any  attempt  from 
being  made  towards  a  refcue,  if  any  fuch  thing 
was  intended.*  The  cruel  and  ferocious  con- 
ductors of  this  affair  had  given  orders  publicly, 
that  on  the  leafl  attempt  in  favour  of  fallen  ma- 
jefly,  the  king  mould  inftantly  be  facrificed  ;  fo 
that,  under  the  ablblute  certainty  on  one  hand 
of  the  order  given  for  this  purpofe,  and  the  hope 
infpired  of  pardon  on  the  other,  the  people  of 
Paris,  who  looked  calmly  on  were  not  fo  much 
to  be  blamed  as  they  have  been  on  many  other 
occafions.  But  the  cenfure,  from  which  the  re- 
finement of  Jacobin  cunning  refcues  them  on 
this  occafion,  will  not  wipe  away  the  eternal 
Itain  of  cowardice  which  their  tame  fubmiffion 
to  his  murderers  after  the  deed,  has  brought 
upon  them. 

The  Jacobins,!  always  decided  in  their* 
own  plans,  are  remarkable  for  the  addrefs  with 
which  they  prevent  their  enemies  from  uniting  in 

one 

*  So  much  were  manv  people  convinced  that  the  king 
would  not  be  executed,  that  many  wagers  were  laid  on  the 
place  where  it  was  done,  that,  on  the  moment  of  his  prepa- 
ration for  the  laft  punifhment,  his  pardon  would  be  demand- 
ed and  proclaimed.  It  was,  indeed,  very  filly  in  any  one  to 
believe  fuch  a  report,  but  that  does  not  alter  the  faft,  it  was 
believed.  It  is  well  known  that  the  quicknefs  of  that  mode 
of  execution  is  fo  great,  that,  if  the  error  was  perceived 
even  before  it  took  place,  it  would  have  been  fo  very  fmall 
an  interval  between  that  difcovery  and  the  execution,  that 
there  could  be  no  poflibility  of  effecting  a  refcue. 

•|-  The  method  of  dividing  the  nobility  from  the  clergy, 
the  high  clergy  from  the  low  clergy,  and  the  bankers  and 
rich  merchants  from  both,  u  a  mafter-piece  of  cunning,  and 

Vol.  II.  l<  v.a* 


90  HISTORY   OF 

one  opinion  and  in  one  will,  and,  therefore,  in 
one  determined  effort ;  knowing  where  their  own 
flrength  lays,  they  exert  their  utmoft  Ikill  to  de- 
prive their  opponents  of  the  fame  advantage. 
We  fhall  fee  that,  with  regard  to  the  coalefced 
powers,  they  have  adted  in  the  fame  manner ; 
and  that  the  coalefced  powers  have  let  themselves 
be  duped  upon  various  occafions  by  the  fame  ar- 
tifices that  nave  perpetually  enflaved  the  majority 
in  France  to  a  minority  of  turbulent  repub- 
licans. 

It  has  been  aflerted  by  many,  and  believed  by 
fome,  that  an  attempt  was  made  to  perfuade  the 
king  himfelf  that  he  mould  not  be  put  to  death.* 
The  thing  is  probable  enough ;  but,  that  he  never 

was  admirably  well  executed.  The  intention  was  in  the  end 
to  treat  them  all  in  the  fame  way,  for  war  was  meant  againil 
all  property,  not  againft  any  one  kind  of  property  in  parti- 
cular. Neverthelefs  the  proprietors  and  rich  people  fell  into 
the  fnare.  Previous  to  their  invafion  of  foreign  territories, 
the  French  propofed  to  declare  war  againil  caitles,  but  pro- 
tection for  cottages,  and  this  on  purpofe  to  feparate  the  two 
claffes  of  inhabitants,  that  they  might  equally  opprcfs  both. 
It  has  only  been  the  experience  of  their  real  intention  that 
undeceived  their  neighbours  with  regard  to  the  pretended 
one. 

*  It  has  been  the  conftant  cuftom  of  the  Jacobin  party 
that  ruled,  to  give  hopes  of  pardon  to  their  victims  during 
the  trial,  and  fo  prevent  them  from  fpeaking  out  things  that 
it  mio-ht  not  be  convenient  to  hear.  When  judgment  is  once 
pafled,  the  promptitude  of  the  execution  is  great ;  befidesit  is  a 
rule  with  thcfe  republicans  not  to  pollute  their  ears  with  hearing 
what  a  condemned  criminal  has  to  fay.  Where  juflice  is  the 
object,  people  are  eager  to  hear  what  the  condemned  man 
has  to  fay  before  lie  is  launched  into  eternity  ;  but  tyrants 
flop  their  mouths ;  and  in  this  refpect,  as  well  as  in  many 
others,  the  rulers  of  France  have  a£ted  like  other  tyrants. 

liflened 
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liftened  to  fuch  a  delufive  hope  one  moment,  is 
certain ;  for  the  firmnefs  of  his  behaviour,  his 
calmnefs  and  refignation,  prove  beyond  reply 
that  his  mind  was  divided  or  a&ed  upon  by  no 
oppofite  paffions. 

The  death  of  the  unfortunate  Louis  put  the 
feal  to  the  maflacre  of  the  prifoners  and  the 
priefts ;  and  fhewed  in  the  mod  plain  and  de- 
cided manner,  that  the  ruling  party  in  France 
had  determined  to  ftop  at  nothing  fhort  of  the 
total  deftrudtion  of  all  thofe  who  flood  in  the 
way  of  what  they  call  liberty  and  equality.  This 
bloody  deed  was  throwing  down  the  gauntlet 
to  all  the  governments  of  Europe,  and  to  all  good 
men  ;  it  was  a  plain  declaration  that  juftice  was 
laid  afide,  and  that  the  deflru&ion  of  govern- 
ment and  of  order  was  fully  determined  upon. 
The  people  of  France  had  been  at  great  pains,  as 
we  have  feen,  to  lead  all  the  nations  of  Europe 
into  the  errors  of  which  they  themfelves  boafted, 
but  of  which  they  were  afhamed,  and  for  the  ul- 
timate confequences  of  which  they  trembled; 
but,  by  this  one  action,  they  deftroyed  a  great 
part  of  their  own  work.  Employed  during  feve- 
ral  years  in  deceiving  Europe  by  filling  their  ears 
with  falfities,  they,  by  one  fingle  a&ion  opened 
the  eyes  of  all  who  were  not  blinded  by  their 
own  paffions  and  interefl. 

The  juftice  of  this  action  was  out  of  the  qucf- 
tion,  it  was  impoffible  to  deceive  people  by  calling 
Louis  a  traitor  and  a  tyrant.*     It  was  impoffible 

to 

*  Even  the  party  of  Girondids  treat  the  king  as  a  tyrant, 
although  they  throw  Irs  murder  upon  the  party  of  Robef- 

picrre. 
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to  fliew,  that  there  were  any  crounds  for  his 
condemnation  ;  it  was  impoinblc  to  prevent  the 
whole  world  from  perceiving  the  contrail  between 
the  virtuous  refignation  of  an  innocent  victim, 
and  the  ferocious  vengeance  of  his  accuiers  and 
murderers.  This  one  action  mewed,  that  kings 
could  be  virtuous  and  republicans  unjufl,  and  it 
was  impoflible  to  lay  the  crime  upon  the  efFer- 
vefcence,  the  hurry  of  the  moment,  or  the  mif- 
take  of  patriots ;  it  was  therefore  neceflary  plain- 
ly and  fairly  to  avow  it  as  their  voluntary  ael, 
and  as  fuch,  to  give  all  Europe  the  meaiure  of 
their  iniquity.* 

Ever  fmce  the  revolution  took  a  violent  turn, 
the  number  of  its  admirers  in  other  nations  had 
been  dimmiihing.  All  men,  to  the  honour  of  the 

plerre.  The  former  party  accufes  the  latter  of  distributing 
more  thoufands  of  lettres  de  cachet  than  were  diitributed  in 
the  old  times  by  all  the  inquiiitors,  and  yet  they  call  Louis 
the  laft  of  tyrants,  and  as  fuch  aided  to  dethrone  and  impri- 
fon  him.  All  thefe  factions  are  to  be  considered  only  as  op, 
pofite  to  each  other  in  intereft  j  but  by  no  means  differing 
fundamentally  in  principle. 

*  All  the  crimes  of  the  revolution  have  been  fp  banded 
about  from  one  party  to  another,  and  10  palliated,  and  chan- 
ged from  their  real  nature  by  the  propagation  of  faihties, 
tint  they  have  never  been  feen  in  their  full  horror.  The 
crimes  of  Caligula,  Nero,  Charles  IX.  and  other  defpotic 
princes,  cannot  be  explained  awav  as  the  crimes  of  a  people 
may,  at  iealt  it  would  feem  fo,  by  the  French  revolution, 
It  would  be  well,  however,  to  confider,  that  what  with  the 
agents,  the  vindicators,  and  the  fpe&ators,  few  efcape  the 
accufation  of  guilt ;  and  if  we  take  the  old  maxim  for  our 
guide,  that  he  who  fhares  the  fpoils  with  the  thief  is  himfelf 
a  thief,  we  (hall  find,  that  the  whole  of  the  French  nation  is 
nearly   in   the  fame  predicament  as  to  criminality   or  cowai- 

human 
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human  race  let  it  be  recorded,  wifned  the  French 
fuccefs  whilit  they  imagined  that  liberty  was  the 
real  object  of  the  revolution.  They  blamed,  in- 
deed, the  excefles  of  the  populace,  and  trembled 
for  the  precipitate  carreer  of  the  afiembly ;  but 
they  fearched  for  excuic>  as  long  as  they  could 
find  any,  either  in  accident  ir  in  their  ignorance 
of  the  affair  of  reformation  t  h  they  had  fet 
about.  The  general  approbation  •Jminimed 
when  it  was  perceived,  that  the  people  continued 
to  be  cruel  and  their  representatives  unjufl;  but 
Hill  thofe  who  were  already  free,  in  other  coun- 
tries, or  who  wiflied  to  be  io,  were  inclined  to 
palliate  what  they  could  not  excufe,  and  to  at- 
tribute to  a  mi  (taken  enthufiafm  what  arofe  from 
particular  paihons.  Even  the  ioth  of  Augufh 
inJpired  IcL  horror  than  might  have  been  expect- 
ed, becaufe  neceifity,  or  a  fuppofed  neceffity  of 
the  meafure,  appeared  to  have  acted  upon  the 
minds  of  the  people.  The  meafures  of  Septem- 
ber uncaufed  by  fear,  and  unwarranted  by  ne- 
ceility, found  yet  fome  *  excufe  in  the  irregular 
manner  in  which  they  were  perpetrated  j    but 

*  Thefe  maUacrea  wore  thrown,  C3  we  have  fee;:,  all  upon 
one  party,  but  unluckily  for  the  other  party j  Manuel  and 
Petion  were  the  conductor;  of  the  common  council  when  the 
maffacrea  %ock  place  ;  and  though  Denton  and  foaie  of  their 
aflbciates  joined  Robefpierre  and  Marat,  and  began  to  de- 
nounce Briflbt  and  bis  Gafcons,  yet  it  will  be  impoHible  for 
any  one  to  make  a  diitinction  between  their  degrees  of  crimi- 
nality. Briflbt  Ion;--  after  that  faid,  that  France  was  arrived 
at  the  lajl  bounds  of Tiber  y  and  equality,  trampling  all  hi  nan  fu- 
perjlition  under  foot,  and  yet  he  exclaims  ag.iinit  the  murd  % 
of  September.  He  had  aiked,  with  anxious  expectation, 
whether  his  antagonift  Demorande,  was  not  aflaffinated,  and 
yet  he  exclaims  againft  thefe  murders  !  We  niuft  again  re- 
peat it,  that  there  is  no  diftinc"h'on  to  be  mr.de  with  refpedl 
t  o  the  principles  of  thofe  men. 

this 
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this  lad  ad  flood  in  all  its  atrocity  ;  it  was  un- 
provoked murder,  premeditated  and  avowed, 
and,  of  confequence,  mankind  had  but  one  opi- 
2iion  on  the  fubject. 

It  was  foon  after  this  that  war  broke  out  be- 
tween England  and  France,  and  it  is  extraordi- 
nary, concerning  fo  recent  an  event,  how  num- 
bers of  people  have  been  milled. 

The  conduct  of  Britain  towards  France  had 
been  of  the  mod  generous  fort.  The  troubles 
of  that  country  offered  an  occafion,  and  held  out, 
indeed,  a  temptation  to  the  Englifh  miniftry  to  be 
revenged  of  that  nation  for  the  American  war ;  for 
the  troubles  which  had  broke  out  in  Ireland  at 
the  end  of  that  war,  and  which  were  encouraged 
by  the  French  ;*  for  the  attempt  made  to  change 

the 

*  It  is  well  known  in  this  country,  that  in  1782,  when 
there  were  disturbances  in  Ireland,  France  interfered  by 
emiffaries,  who  fwarmed  in  Dublin.  The  fupport  intended, 
and  promifed  to  the  enemies  of  the  ftadtholder  in  Holland, 
is  equally  well  known  ;  and  it  was  the  general  theme  in 
France,  at  the  time  when  Tippoo  Saib  fent  ambafladors 
there,  that  we  fhould  foon  lofe  our  poffeffions  in  the  Eaft  In- 
dies. The  French  nation  then  (and  that  was  in  1788,) 
was  delighted  with  this  idea,  fo  that  the  patriots  of  England 
mull  not  count  any  more  upon  the  afFe&ion  of  the  people  of 
France  towards  this  country,  than  they  did  upon  the  good- 
will of  the  court.  With  refpeft  to  this  nation  all  parties  had 
the  fame  views,  and  what  is  more,  always  will  have  ;  it  was, 
therefore,  certainly  great  generofity  in  Enciand  not  to  take 
advantage  of  the  fiift  diforders  of  France,  which,  if  it  had 
been  inclined  to  do,  Lord  Gower  would  not,  probably, 
have  been  fent  to  re -place  the  Duke  of  Dorfct  as  ambafla- 
dor,  becaufe  the  former  nobleman  was  in  no  degree  poffef- 
fed  of  the  intrigue  neceflary  ;  it  is  even  to  be  queitioned,  if 
he  was  well  chofen  for  giving  that  information  which  fo  im- 
portant 
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the  government  of  Holland  by  chacing  away  the 
ftadtholder  ;  and,  laft  of  all,  for  the  attack  pro- 
jected upon  our  fettlements  in  the  Eaft  Indies  in 
conjunction  with  Tippoo  Saib.  The  ruin  of  Eng- 
land feemed  to  have  been  the  view  of  the  French 
court,  and  the  wifh  of  the  whole  nation,  yet 
England  faw  the  whole  of  the  French  army  dif- 
banded  by  mutiny,  and  all  the  officers  of  the 
navy  chaced  away,  without  making  any  effort 
to  turn  it  to  advantage.  If  minifters  acted  thus, 
the  Englifh  nation  acted  Hill  more  generoufly  as 
individuals ;  all  men  wifhed  them  fuccefs,  and 
thofe  who  were  enemies  to  the  revolution  do  not 
feem  to  have  been  fo  from  being  enemies  either 
of  the  French  or  of  freedom,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, becaufe  they  faw  that  they  were  not  taking 
the  road  either  to  be  happy  or  free,  and  that  the 
revolution  was  conducted  by  men  either  unwilling 
or  incapable  of  eftablifhing  a  free  and  firm  go- 
vernment. 

The  war  is  one  of  thofe  events  of  which  the 
direct  caufe  is  a  matter  of  doubt  with  many,  be- 
caufe it  is  violently  contefted  by  a  few.  An  opi- 
nion has  gone  abroad  in  England,  that  though 
we  did  not  declare  war,  the  haughty  conduct  of 
mi  rafters  towards  the  emiffary  Chauvelin,  for- 
merly ambanador,  occafioned  the  declaration  on 
the  part  of  the  French. 

portant  a  moment  required.  The  fecond  year  of  the  revolu- 
tion was  that  in  which  England  might  have  been  expelled 
to  aft  if  (he  wiihed  to  do  France  any  harm  ;  but  no  traces 
of  fuch  a  project  are  to  be  found,  although  all  the  French, 
both  democrats  at  home  and  many  emigrant  ariftocrats, 
fay,  that  Mr.  Pitt  excited  troubles  in  the  interior  of  France 
Accufation  without  proof  or  probability  requires  no  refu- 
tation. 

The 
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This  matter,  however,  does  not  admit  of 
much  difpute,  if  we  will  examine  it  without  any 
regard  to  the  feelings  of  either  of  the  two  parties 
in  this  country,  who  differ  with  regard  to  its  juf- 
tice  and  neceifity. 

Indead  of  always  calling  it  jurt  and  neceffary, 
we  mould  do  better  in  faying,  that  it  was  inevita- 
ble, for  fuch  is  the  fact.  There  was  no  avoid- 
ing war,  unlefs  we  meant  to  curb  ourfelves  be- 
neath the  yoke  of  the  proud  republicans,  and  fee 
the  crown  of  England  fail  before  the  red  bonnet 
of  France.  If  we  can  eftablim  this,  there  will, 
perhaps,  be  little  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  aifer- 
tion,  that  war  was  inevitable  ;  for  fuch  a  humi- 
liating and  miferable  alternative  cannot  be  confi- 
dered  by  Englifhmen  as  being  any  alternative  at 
all. 

The  French  divided  into  two  difuncl  parties, 
after  the  murder  of  their  king  and  the  war  with 
England,  and  thofe  two  parties  reproached  one 
another  mutually  with  having  excited  the  war. 
Briffot's   party*   was    condemned  after    having 

been 

*  BrifTot's  party  is  ftili  confidered  in  France  as  having  been 
the  caufe  of  the  war;  and  it  is  certain,  that  Briffot,  Kerfaim, 
and  Condorcet,  were  the  great  projectors  of  conquefts.  It  was 
that  party  that  endangered  Europe  the  moft,  vet  from  all 
that  it  does  not  abfolutely  follow,  that  the  other  party  did 
not  contribute  full  as  much,  or. more,  to  the  declaration  of  hof- 
tilities.  It  is  certain,  that  the  party  cf  Rcbefpierre  domi- 
neered in  the  convention  at  the  time,  and  it  was  the  conven- 
tion that  declared  war  firft  on  Spain  and  then  on  England  ;  and 
it  feems  rather  to  be  the  fairefb  to  fnppofe,  that  Robefpierre 
and  his  friends  were  moft  aftive  in  declaring  war,  but  that  it 
was  done  in  a  moment  of  fuccefs,  and  when  a  reverie  came, 

they 


-> 
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been  accufed  of  bringing  about  the  war  with 
England,  and  after  having  retorted  that  accufa- 
tion  with  vehemence  and  probability  of  truth. 
Both  parries  agree  then,  in  two  things,  that  the 
war  with  England  was  a  misfortune,  and  that  one 
or  other  of  them  had  been  the  occafion  of  bring- 
in'"  it  on  ;  this  does  not  look  as  if  it  could  have 
been  thrown  upon  England. 

If  Chauvelin,  who  could  neither  be  confidered 
as  an  ambafiador  from  the  tenor  of  his  conduct,, 
which  was  unlike  one,  nor  from  his  credentials, 
which  were  expired,  was  treated  in  a  haughty 
(tile,  it  mud  be  recollected,  that  he  began  by 
being  very  infolent ;  that  he  made  no  fecret  of 
his  attachment  to  the  revolutionary  principles  of 
the  Jacobins,  and  that  he  left  no  (lone  unturned 
to  encourage  the  malcontents  of  England  to  put 
themfelves  in  a  (late  of  infurrection,  and  folicit 
the  protection  offered  in  the  decree  of  the  19th 
November,  to  all  people  who  wifhed  to  throw  off 
the  (hackles  of  regular  government.  Would  it 
have  been  proper  for  Englifh  minifters,  acting  for 
a  nation  where  kingly  government  is  eftablifhed 
and  cherifhed,  to  have  fubmitted  to  republican 
infolence  ?  and  would  it  not  have  been  highly 
criminal  to  have  permitted  the  enemies  of  Eng- 

they  wilhed  to  throw  the  blame  on  their  enemies.  It  is  to 
be  obferved,  however,  that  BriiTot's  party  managed  diploma- 
tic affairs  when  a  general  invitation  to  infurrectijn  waa  of, en 
to  all  the  nations  of  Europe.  Chauvelin  and  the  Propagande 
emiffaries  were  all  originally  of  that  party.  Since  the  war 
took  a  better  turn  for  the  French,  the  luppofed  infiigators  of 
it  are  n®t  inquired  after  ;  and  if  that  party  had  not  fallen  un- 
der twenty-two  ftrokes  of  Robefpierre's  guillotine,  we  might 
perhaps  have  feen  its  leaders  claiming  the  honour  of  bringing 
on  the  war  with  England. 

Von.  II.  M  land 
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land  to  form  plots  in  the  middle  of  the  capital, 
to  overturn  our  government  and  undermine  our 
profperity  ? 

Will  the  enemies  of  the  war  pretend  to  fay, 
that  Chauvelin  did  not  play  the  part  of  a  Jacobin 
emhTary,  that  his  houfe  was  not  a  point  of  re- 
union for  all  fuch,  and  that  he  openly  profeifed 
fuch  principles ;  availing  himfelf  of  the  inviola- 
bility of  ambaffadors,  in  which  quality  he  had 
acted,  and  of  that  refpecb  which  yet  was  fhewn 
him  on  account  of  the  matter  who  had  lent  him  ? 

This  fame  Chauvelin  was  difgraced  on  his  re- 
turn to  France,  and  accufed  of  having  aided  the 
party  that  excited  the  war  ;  it  is  therefore  as  clear 
as  it  is  poilible  to  be,  that  the  French  attribute  to 
themfelves  this  war,  about  the  juftice  of  which 
we  difpute  fo  much. 

But  the  French  may  be  mittaken,  it  may  be 
faid,  that  it  is  certainly  pofuble,  though  they  fel- 
dom  make  the  miftake  of  accufmg  themfelves 
of  what  others  are  guilty  of  ;  however,  if  it  even 
were  fo,  it  dees  not  follow  that  the  war  could 
be  avoided, 

We  have  already  mentioned  the  manoeuvres 
of  Claviere  to  pump  guineas  off  the  Change  of 
England,  by  means  of  bills  upon  Paris,  which 
was  in  fact  circulating  affignats  in  England,  and 
neither  more  nor  lefs  ;*   this  thing  alone  would 

have 


*  Affiffnats  had  aftually  began  to  circulate  in  certain 
quarters,  that  is  to  fay,  juft  as  much  as  ever  French  Louis 
d'ovs  did  ;  they  did  not  ferve  to  pay  a  bill  at  a  tavern,  but 

they 
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have  been  fufficient  to  warrant  minifters  in  flop- 
ping all  commerce  with  France,  and  forbidding 
the  intercourie  of  bills  of  exchange  which  would 
have  been  a  hoitile  meafure,  though  of  a  nega- 
tive nature  ;  the  treaty  of  commerce,  and  all  other 
treaties  would  have  been  broke  by  fuch  a  pro- 
ceeding, which  neverthelefs  was  rendered  quite 
neceffary  by  the  mode  adopted  of  paying  all 
bills  on  Fiance  in  a  i'pecies  of  money  that  had 
no  intrinfic  value,  and  which  the  confufed  ftate 
of  the  country  would  not  permit  ftrangers  to 
convert  into    any  intrinfic  value.*     Unlefs  the 

thev  could  be  converted  iuto  gold  at  pleafure.  It  was  at 
this  time  that  a  man  appeared  upon  the  Change  of  London, 
and  offered  to  deliver  bank  of  England  notes  at  h  difcount, 
at  the  end  of  three  months.  This  was  fpcaking  pretty 
plain,  but  the  enemies  of  the  war  forget  all  this. 

*  The  circulation  of  aflignats  might  have  been  flopt  in 
England,  without  the  violation  of  any  treaty  ;  but  the  cir- 
culation of  bills  upon  France  could  not  b^caufe  an  inter- 
com fe  of  payments  is  the  neceflary  confequence  of  an  inter- 
Courfe  ot  tales,  fo  that  when  we  were  obliged  to  forbid  the 
one ,  we  were  forbidding  the  other.  Quibblers  may  fay  that 
individuals  will  always  take  care  of  their  own  intereu,  and 
that  the  price  at  which  they  fold  their  goods  would  be  pro- 
portioned to  the  d.'fcredit  of  aflignats  ;  but  that  will  not  do, 
v  j  have  feen  that  the  French  had  methods  of  raifmg  and  low- 
t  log  the  change  at  pleafure,  and  that  it  was  at  the  rifle  of  one's 
i  ...it  money  or  bullion  could  be  brought  out  of  France, 
fo  that  it  would  not  do   to  trull   entirely  to  the  individual. 

•  i   »t  all  governments  make  laws  for  the  protection  of  trade 

fwindlers  ?  and  yet  what  are  fwindlers  :  they  do  not 

take  die  property  of  the  individual  by  force,  nor   againft  his 

will,   i  ut  :  \  deceiving  him  with  refpedt,   to  his  real  mten.il. 

precifely  what  the  national  convent  icn  and  their 

did  when  they  decreed  that  bills  negociated  in  Lon* 
d  •■  (hould  be  paid  in  Paris  in  aflignats,  and  when  they  for- 
bid the  exchange  of  aflignats  for  fpecie,  cr  the  carrying  of 
fpeeie  out  cf  the  kingdom.  There  could  not  b:  a  mere  mani- 
fest irnpofition  and  duper  . 

Englifh 
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Enolifli  nation  was  determined  to  fubmit  to  beg;* 
p-ary  and  bankruptcy,  it  was  neceflary  to  fhut  up 
this  ruinous  intercourfe,  and  therefore  war  was 
inevitable,  for  nobody  will  for  a  moment  fuppofe 
that  the  convention  would  have  tamely  lubmitted 
to  fuch  a  mcafure. 

The  Jacobin  manucevres  in  this  country  ren- 
dered the  alien  bill,  as  it  is  called,  neceflary  : 
this  alfo  was  an  infringement  on  the  rights  of 
nations,  which  could  only  be  vindicared  by  ne- 
ccffity.  When  individuals  violate  the  laws  of 
hofpitality,  every  government  is  juftified  in  act- 
ing as  its  own  peace  and  fafety  requires.  Ir  v.  as 
diiputed  at  the  time  by  thofe  who  oppofed  the 
war,  that  the  manoeuvres  in  queftion  were  of  inch 
a  nature  as  not  to  warrant  a  bill  fo  fevere  in  its 
nature  ;  but  it  muft  be  confeiTed,  that  this  is  un- 
fupported  by  any  proof  or  any  probabi  ity,  -or 
the  words  and  actions  of  numbers  of  individuals 
have  plainly  fhewn  what  their  intentions  towards 
this  government  were/* 


The   attack  upon  Holland  was  another  caufe 
for  war  with  France  ;  but   though  in  the  ordi- 

*  BriiTot  accufes  Caraboa  for  not  having  given  the  execu- 
tive ministers  a  fufficient  credit  upon  the  national  treafury,  to 
enable  them  to  fill  the  coffers  of  France  by  flock-jobbing  with 
forekm  g-old. — This  proves  the  'exlftence  ot  the  r>Ian.  He 
accufes  the  other  party  of  having  excited  jealoufies  in  Ire* 
land,  Scotland,  and  fermentation  in  England  ;  that  by  ne- 
pdecfino-  this,  thofe  plans  were  ftifled  which  would  have 
enabled  France  to  triumph  over  her  enemies  abroad,  and 
eflabli/h  her  liberty  every  where.  Ireland,  whofe  movements 
towards  liberty,  fays  he,  we  were  bound  to  encourage. — 
And  yet  we  have  people  in  England  who  pretend  to  acubt 
Ui  their  intentions. 

nary 


JACOBINISM.  IOI 

nary  diplomatic  line,  it  may  operate  as  a  ftrong 
one,  we  muft  confefs  it  deferves  but  little  to  be 
mentioned,  when  our  commercial  wealth,  our 
profperity,  our  government,  and  our  peace  at 
home,  were  concerned. 

In  pointing  out  the  reafons  for  which  the  war 
feems  to  have  been  inevitable,  it  is  by  no  means 
to  be  inferred,  that  minifters  conducted  them- 
felves  in  the  moit  becoming  or  the  mod  prudent 
manner.  Perfectly  right  in  the  main  point,  of 
maintaining  Englifh  independence  and  dignity 
at  all  events,  it  might  have  been  done  in  a  lefs 
haughty  manner,  and  even  with  more  firmnefs 
than  it  was  done  ;  the  cafe  might  have  been  ren- 
dered lefs  intricate,  and  the  whole  nation  would 
then  have  been  of  one  mind.  It  is  one  of  the 
greateft  evils  of  circuitous  negociations,  that  the 
real  rights  of  the  cafe  are  loll,  or  at  leaft  diffi- 
cult to  be  difcovered ;  a  plain,  fimple  declara- 
tion of  the  (late  of  facls  would,  in  this  cafe, 
have  been  the  proper  way  of  treating  with  a  na- 
tion which  feduces  flrangers  by  its  apparently 
open  mode  of  acting. 

Had  England  declared  to  France  that  fhc 
■would  neither  have  affignats  nor  emiffaries,  that 
the  one  ruined  her  commerce  and  the  other  her 
peace,  and  that  of  courfe  until  France  paid  bills 
drawn,  with  money  that  had  a  real  value,  and 
until  me  renounced  all  interference,  either  by 
emiffaries  or  decrees,  in  the  internal  government 
of  England,  every  fort  of  intercourfe  mud  ceafe 
between  the  two  countries.  If  it  had  been  added 
to  this,  that  a  treaty  with  Holland  obliged  Eng- 
land to  interfere  in   cafe  me  was  attacked,  and 

that 
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that  England  was  determined,  as  a  free  and  an 
independent  people,  to  preferve  her  commerce, 
her  internal  peace  and  government,  and  to  keep 
her  word  with  her  allies. 

Such  a  declaration  would  either  have  pre- 
vented a  war,  or  have  made  us  more  unanimous 
in  fupporting  it  than  we  have  been.  The  mea- 
fures  adopted  by  minifters  were  good,  but  the 
manner  of  adopting  them  was  by  no  means  un- 
exceptionable. 

In  cafes  of  great  importance,  people  mould  be 
clear,  diftincl:,  and  laconic ;  nothing  that  is  un- 
important, foreign  to  the  matter  in  hand,  or 
merely  relative  to  form  and  ceremony,  mould 
be  mixed  with  what  is  weighty  and  important ; 
it  enfeebles  our  friends,  and  gives  room  for  the 
chicane  of  our  enemies. 

It  is  not  upon  all  occafions  that  flatefmen  can 
fpeak  plain,  but  the  habit  of  not  doing  fo  ought 
not  to  be  let  grow  upon  them  to  fuch  a  degree, 
as  not  to  do  it  when  they  may,  for  certainly  it  is 
in  fome  cafes  a  very  great  advantage,  particularly 
when  a  mifunderilanding  is  likely  to  produce  a 
wafte  of  blood  and  treafure. 

Amongft  the  many  faults  of  the  Jacobins,  and 
along  with  all  their  duplicity,  they  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  always  appearing  to  fpeak  plain,  and 
they  let  flip  no  opportunity  of  doing  fo  when  they 
can.  It  is  excellent  policy,  and  their  enemies 
would  neither  lofe  any  thing  of  their  dignity 
nor  of  their  fuccefs ,  if  they  were  to  adopt  the 

fame 


JACOBINISM.  I03 

fame  mode.  The  direct  language  of  the  Jacobins 
has  made  them  underftand  each  other,  and  co- 
operate over  all  the  countries  of  Europe,  while 
a  few  crowned  heads  have  miftaken  each  other's 
intentions  on  almofl  every  occafion  ;  and  by 
their  miftakes  and  the  misfortunes  which  have 
followed,  brought  the  fafety  of  all  regular  go- 
vernments into  danger. 

The  evils  of  war,  it  is  faid,  are  certain,  its  ad- 
vantages hypothetical ;  this  is  true,  when  war  is 
made  to  obtain  advantages,  but  when  it  is  made 
in  felf-defence,  it  is  not  fo  ;  and  for  fuch  a  pur- 
pofe  was  the  prefent  mod  certainly  begun.  It  is 
the  beginning  only  that  is  a  matter  of  inquiry 
here,  the  conducting  of  it  is  another  matter,  as  is 
alfo  the  views  which  have  arifen  during  its  con- 
tinuance. If  the  combined  powers  have  fhewn  a 
defire  of  conqueft,  France  has  fhewn  it  alfo,  and 
therefore  with  refpecl  to  that,  there  are  no  re- 
proaches to  make  on  either  fide. 

The  decree  of  the  French  convention  had  en- 
couraged the  fomenters  of  anarchy  here,  to  fo 
great  a  pitch,  that  a  convention  of  felf-ele&ed 
deputies  met  at  Edinburgh,  and  began  to  imitate 
the  French  convention.  Affiliation  of  clubs  was  alfo 
beorun,  and  it  was  difficult  to  fav  to  what  exceifes 
they  might  not  have  been  carried,  or  fpurred  on 
by  the  people,  had  not  the  civil  power  interfered 
in  time,  and  delivered  over  fome  of  the  ring- 
leaders to  the  law  of  the  land. 

As  many  obfervations  have  been  made  with 
refpecl:  to  the  treatment  of  fome  of  the  ringlea- 
ders, it  may  be  proper,  in  a  few  words,  to  wipe 

off 
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off  from  the  judges  and  jury  thofe  reproaches 
with  which  they  have  unjuftly  been  loaded/ 

As  a  matter  of  eftablimed  iaw,  and  of  natural 
juftice,  the  jury  and  judges  deftrve  prai'.c  for 
what  they  did,  although  the  fame  paniihmenf 
could  not  have  been  inflicted  in  England  for  the 
fame  offence. 

With  refpect  to  the  intentions  of  men  who 
imitated  the  leaders  of  the  maifacres  of  Septem- 
ber, there  could  be  little  dcubt,  and  that  doubt 
it  remained  in  the  breads  of  the  jury  to  clear  up 
to  themfelves ;  and  as  to  the  law  being  more  le- 
vere  in  Scotland  than  in  England,  it  ariies  from 
this,  that  in  Scotland,  before  the  Union,  treason 
and  fedition  were  more  common  than  in  Eng- 
land, and  therefore  the  law  is  more  explicit  on 
that  head  ;  for  in  every  country  where  any  fpecies 
of  a  crime  is  rare  the  laws  refpecting  its  punifh- 
ment  are  lefs  fevere.  An  Englifh  jury  might 
have  been  equally  convinced  of  the  bad  inten- 
tion, but  the  judges  could  not  have  been  able 
to  pafs  the  fame  Sentence.  As  to  the  neceffity 
of  rigour  againft  fuch  men,  the  prefent  hiflory  is 
the  bed  argument ;  the  men  who  committed  the 
maifacres  of  September,  and  thofe  who  had  mur- 
dered their  king,  did  not  commence  their  career 
of  blood  by  demanding  blood,  they  commenced 
it  by  demanding  liberty  and  bread,  and  the 
members  of  the  pretended  convention  in  Scot- 
land gloried  in  imitating  them  ;  the  minds  of 
any  reafonable  jury  could  not  be  in  much  per- 
plexity m  fo  evident  a  cafe. 

In 
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In  paying  the  proper  attention  to  piinifhing  the 
agitators  of  revolution,  the  judges  and  jury  me- 
rit the  thanks  of  all  men  who  love  liberty  ;  until 
fuch  time  as  the  French  ihall  give  us  the  example 
of  a  nation  eftablifhing  real  liberty,  freedom,  and 
happinefs,  greater  than  we  enjoy  in  Britain,  thofe 
who  wifh  to  hold  her  up  as  a  model  to  copy  from, 
are  certainly  deferving  of  the  fevered  puniihment 
the  laws  can  inflict,  for  ignorance  cannot  now 
be  alledged  as  an  excufe. 

When  the  unfortunate  French  Monarch  "/as 
no  more  [_Note  O.]  and  the  convention  hau  feen 
its  enemies  repulfed,  the  divifions  between  Robe- 
fpierre's  party  and  the  Girondifts  augmented  eve- 
ry day.  France  was  now  only  ruled  by  murder- 
ers, there  were  no  more  victims  to  be  pointed  out 
amongit  the  privileged  orders,  nor  enemies  to 
the  public  tranquility  by  bad  conduct  in  the  gov- 
ernment; the  favages  now  occupied  the  foreft 
alone,  and  therefore  were  obliged  to  turn  upon 
and  tear  each  other. 

The  miferies  of  the  people  continued  to  aug-* 
ment  in  the  midft  of  viclorv,  and  under  the  do- 
minion  of  republicans.  The  fame  mode  was  (till 
practifed  that  had  been  employed  before,  to  make 
the  fovereign  people  have  patience.  The  parties 
accufed  each  other,  and  quarrelled  about  their 
power ;  they  united,  however,  in  profcribing  and 
putting  to  death  the  rich  proprietors  of  thofe 
attached  to  the  old  fyftem,  who  remained  ;  they 
united  their  efforts  to  flatter  the  people,  and  to 
give  them  hopes  by  a  fort  of  conitkulion  which 
they  made,  by  ihutting  up  the  churches,  by 
perfecuiing  thofe  who  ihewed  any  attachment  to 
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religion,  and   by  finally    attacking  the  monied 


men.* 


When  this  laft  clafs  of  proprietors  found  mem- 
felves  likely  to  be  attacked,  they  determined  to 
gain  over  one  of  the  parties  in  the  afTembly,  and 
it  was  to  the  Girondists  that  they  applied.  It  was, 
in  fact.,  a  matter  of  lftffe  importance  which  of  the 
two  parties  took  up  the  protection  of  this  fort  of 
property,  becaufe  from  the  moment  that  any  fet 
of  men  in  France  became  attached  to  order,  and 
the  preservation  of  property,  they  became  them- 
felves  a  prey  to  the  fans  culottes,  to  the  men 
who  had  nothing,  whofe  hunger  for  gold  was 
never  Satisfied,  and  whofe  thirfl  for  blood  was 
never  aSTuaged. 

We  have  yet  feen  nothing  equal  to  this  c  rj$- 
bat;  it  was  not  that  of  the  wild  animal  again  it  .the 
tame,  it  was  that  of  the  tyger  again:!  the  tyger, 
and  which  ever  party  fell,  it  was  now  no  longer 
a  Subject  for  pity  or  regret. 

The  Girondist  party  thought  proper  to  distin- 
guish their  opponents  by  the  title  of  anarchists, 
and  it  was  not  at  ail  wonderful,  if  their  new- 
born attachment  to  order  Should  be  attributed  to 
felfifh  plans,  or  Some  Sudden  motives  ;  for  it  was 
but  with  a  bad  grace,  that  men  who  had  headed 

*  When  the  convention  allembled,  molt  part  of  the  actors 
at  the  Hotel  de  Ville  in  Augu&  and  September  were  chofen. 
Robefpierre  had  left  the  commune  to  become  a  reprefentative ; 
Talien,  who  was  a  Secretary,  and  Hebert,  the  judge  of  Ma- 
dame de  Lamballe,  hud  done  the  fame  ;  Danton  had  quitted 
the  place  of  miniiler  of  juflrice,  and  thofe  were  tliG  leaders 
of  the  Mountain,  Briflbt  Condovcet,  Thomas  Paine,  &c.  &c. 
were  of  the  Girondiil  party,  and  expected  to  continue  their 
reign  of  hying  the  rich  bankers  under  contribution,  and  then 
eftabiimmg  order. 

infurrccttion 


JACOBINISM.  107 

mfurrecHon,  and  difieminated  its  principles  from 
the  very  beginning  of  the  revolution,  now 
preached  obedience  to  law,  and  regard  for  pro- 
perly; insurrection  was  a  holy  duty  they  itill 
coui  i  not  deny,  but  it  might,  they  faid,  be  con- 
tinued too  long. 

The  efforts  of  the  Brifibtins,  aiTifted  by  thofe 
miniifcers  who  had  figned  the  death  warrant  of 
their*  matter,  and  by  thofe  who  conducted  him 
to  the  fcaffold,  now  preached  order  and  huma- 
nity, and  refpect  to  property  and  perforis.  They 
then  found  ihemfelves  in  the  lame  lituation  that 
the  court  had  been  jn  before  the  10th  of  Auguft ; 
the  rabble  w?s  now  no  longer  at  their  command, 
and  their  lait  hour  arrived. 

*  The  minifters  who  figned  the  order  fur  the  king's  exe- 
cution, were 

Roland — fince  cut  his  own  throat  on  the  high  road,  his  wife 
guillotined. 

Servan — guillotined  fince  as  a  Briflbtin. 

Le  Brun — guillotined. 

Clavierre — cut  his  throat  in  prifon,  and  his  wife  took  poL 

fon. 

Bournonville — a  prifoner  in  Germany. 

Panhe — a  prifoner  in  France. 

Petion  and  Manuel,  along  with  the  above  honorable  gen- 
tlemen, now  preached  order,  but  the  farce  was  too  grofs  even 
to  be  played  in  Paris,  and  accordingly  the  people  of  Paris  ne- 
ver mewed  fo  much  pleafure  as  when  thofe  of  them  who  were 
caught,  were  earned  to  the  guillotine.  Even  the  mob  of 
Paris  had  yet  fome  refpe't  for  virtue,  and  contempt  for  vice  ; 
none  of  the  royalifta  were  infulted  in  the  mannei  that  the  Duke 
of  Orleans,  Brifibt,  Hebert,  Danton,  and  Robefpierre  him- 
felf,  were,  when  they  were  carried  to  punimment.  When 
confeience  cannot  fpeak  loud,  it  whifpers,  and  it  would  ap- 
pear every  fentiment  of  juftice  is  never  extinguished  in  the 
minds  of  men,  The 
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The  Brifibtins  had,  as  we  have  already  faid, 
been  accuied  by  the  other  party  of  caufmg  the 
war  with  England,  and  they  had  defended  them- 
felves  but  in  a  feeble  manner.     A  circumftance 
which  now  happened,  facilitated  the  triumph  of 
their   enemies  ;  Dumourier  was  found  to   have 
ambitious  views,  which  did  not  correfpond  with 
liberty  and  equality  ;  he  had  been  defeated  by  the 
enemy,  and  the  anger  of  the  people  was  excited 
againli    the    BriiTotins,    as    being   Dumourier's 
friends,  and  the  caufe  of  fo  unfortunate  a  war. 
The  ftorm  was  now  ready  to  burft    upon  their 
heads,  and  their  enemies  hafcened  it,  by  contriv- 
ing to  call  them   fcederalifls  (implying  that  they 
wifhed  to  divide  France  into  provinces,    as  the 
American  republic  is   divided).     The  unity  and 
indivifib'riiiy   of  the  republic  was  then  put  upon  a 
par  with  the  liberty  and  equality  of  its  inhabi- 
tants ;  and  to  plot  againfi  the  one  was  as  great  a 
crime  as  againit  the  other.     It  was  for  this  ima- 
ginary crime  that  the  new  apoftles  of  order  were 
attacked  ;  and  after  having  twenty  times  efcaped 
merited   punifhment  for   their  attack  upon   lav/ 
and  order,  they  were  now  going  to  be  facrificed 
for  daring  to  defend  it.* 

When  the  Girond  party  found  themfelvcs  rea- 
dy to  be  attacked,  they  began  with  attacking  the, 
anarchifts  in  a  pamphlet.     This  pamphlet,  writ- 

*  Dumouner,  as  far  as  tiie  politics  of  fo  inconceiveable  a 
man  can  be  known,  was  attached  to  the  Girondift  party  ;  and 
at  all  events,  as  this  was  fuppofed,  that  party  fhared  a  little  in 
his  difgrace.  It  is  certain  that  the  plans  of  conqueft,  as  pro- 
pofed  by  Brifibt,  Condorcet,  and  Kerfaint,  were  fuch  as 
Dumourier  approved  of  the  mbft  ;  and  it  will  be  recollecled, 
i  e  had  been  rninifter  with  Roland,  Claviere,  &c.  during  the 
kind's  life. 

ten 
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ten  in  the  name  of  an  Addrefs  from  Briffot  to  his 
Condiments,  is,  when  taken  all  in  all,  one  of 
the  moil  curious  pieces  of  compofition  that  ever 
was  produced.*  It  is  alfo  one  of  the  mod  valu- 
able, if  we  confider  it  as  the  criticifm  of  a  leader 
of  revolutions,  upon  the  principles  of  revolution, 
it  unveils  all  the  plans  of  the  parties,  and  de- 
claims againft  the  evils  of  anarchy  in  as  ftrong 
terms  as  any  royalift  could  do.  [Note  P.] 

This  publication  was  a  ftep  very  fimilar  to  that 
taken  by  La  Fayette  the  year  before,  when  he  left 
his  army  to  come  to  give  a  leifon  to  the  affembly. 
La  Fayette,  after  mewing  the  example  of  rebel- 
lion, had  the  infolence  to  fet  his  face  againft  it ; 
and  now  Petion  and  Briffot,  juft  as  proud  of  the 
ioth  of  Augufl  as  La  Fayette  was  of  taking  the 
Baftile,  had  the  infolence,  in  their  turn,  to  write 
a  pamphlet  againft  anarchy. 

*  This  pamphlet  is  the  mod  fevere  criticifm  or  fatyr,  con- 
sidering from  whom  it  came,  that  could  poffibly  be  written 
upon    French  liberty  and  equality  ;  in  it   Briffot  evidently 
fpeaks  from  conviction  and   experience,  that  the  ftate    into 
which  the  anarchifts  had  thrown  France,  was  the  moil  deplor- 
able to  which  any  country  could  be  reduced  ;  that  the  repre- 
fentatives  enjoyed  no  liberty,  ai;d  that  the  laws  were  totally 
without  force,  perform  without  fecurity,  and  property  with- 
out protection  ;  yet  he  breaks  out  from  time  to  time  into  ex- 
clamations in  favour  of  glorious  liberty  and   facred  equality, 
fuch  as  it  was  in  France.     There  is  fpmething  in  that  con- 
tradiction that  it  is  difficult  to  explain.  Vanity,  it  might  appear, 
hindered  him  from  renouncing  his  favorite  iyftem  (for  repuhr 
licans  are  the  vaineft  people  in  the  world)   and  truth  forced 
from  him  an  avowal  of  the  real  exiltinsr  miferics.     One  is 
tempted  to  think,  that  on  this  fubjecl:  of  liberty  and  equality, 
his  ideas  had  run  fo  much,  that  he  had  loft  the  faculty  of  rear 
foning  ;  for  it  is  quite  clear,  that  it  was  the  very  theory  which 
he  approved  that  led  tothofj  very  miferies  of  which  he  com- 
plained, fo  that  without  admitting  fome  derangement  of  ideas, 
|t  ia  difficult  to  account  for  his  coadu&  and  his  writings. 

The 
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The  anarchifls  now  meted  out  to  the  Girondifts 
the  fame  meaiure  which  they  had  rceafured  out 
to  their  king,  and  this  pamphlet  ieived  as  tiie 
fi raal  to  begin.  * 

o  o 

A  committee  had  been  formed  by  the  conven- 
tion to  inquire  into  the  illegal  arrelts  and  eorafiC 
cations  carried  on  by  the  municipal  officers,  and 
other  conftituted  authorities.  This  was  a  mea- 
fure  adopted  at  the  requeft  and  by  the  power  of 
the  Brifiotin  faction,  in  order  to  keep  thtir  word 
with  men  of  property.  The  addiefs  of  Briffot 
againft  the  anarchifl  had  been  publifhed  on  the 
25th  of  May,  and  on  the  27th  a  crowd  furround- 
ed  the  aflembly,  demanding  the  diffolution  of  this 
committee.  This  mob  was  headed  by  what  were 
called  revolutionary  committees,^  and  as  an  armed 

mob 

i*  Ever  fmce  the  month  of  September  a  fort  of  divifion  had 
exifted  between  Robefpierre's,  Marat's,  and  the  Gironde 
party,  becaufe  Briffot  had  not  fpoken  favourably  of  the  maf- 
iacres,  and  becaufe  reftridtions  had  been  laid  upon  the  newf- 
paper  printers,  of  whom  he  was  one.  As  there  is  a  vindic- 
tive fpirit  of  the  moll  implacable  fort  in  all  thofe  chiefs  of  par- 
ties, this  breach  was  naturally  widening,  but  the  protection 
of  monied  men,  which  was  a  profitable  job  in  perfpedtive, 
brought  matters  to  a  conclusion  fooner  than  they  would 
otherwife  have  been. 

f  The  meafures  adopted  now  were  all  revolutionary  ;  this 
was  the  name  invented  by  the  violent  party  in  the  Jacobin 
club,  to  fxcufe  their  excefle?.  The  conuiVutionaliits  had 
given  a  leffon  to  their  enemies  of  the  folly  of  thinking  to  tn.ft 
to  laws  and  regulations  .1,  preierving- an  uiurped  power.  The 
government  of  Morocco  may  be  called  revolutionary,  and  by 
that  means  the  emperors  can  make  fome  fort  of  refiilance 
when  thev  are  attacked,  but  Louis  XVI.  and  thofe  who  ad- 
hered  to  the  conftitution,  could  make  none.  It  was  necef- 
fary  for  the  king  to  have  the  order  of  the  mayor  of  Paris,  be- 
fore 
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mob  is  an  eloquent  orator,  the  aflembly  decreed 
the  deftru&ion  of  their  committee  by  the  ufual 
method   of  Handing  up.     Next  day,    however, 
when  the  mob  was  not  aflembled  at  the  gate, 
this  decree  was  fufpended  uutil   the  committee 
mould  have  made  its  report;  and  on  the  30th  the 
revolutionary  council  came   to  intimate  to  the  af- 
fembly,  that  it  would  be  nccejf'ary  to  obey  the  order 
given  by  the  populace,  and  thus,  in  the  midlt  of 
armed  petitioners,  and  the  cries  and  imprecations 
of  the  people  in  the  galleries,  the  fuppreffioii 
was  again  determined  upon  and  decreed. 

On  the  3 1  ft,  the  anarchifts,  convinced  that  they 
had  only  yet  the  appearance  of  victory,  but  not 
the  realty,  fummoned  to  their  pod  the  men  of 
the  icth  of  Auguft.*  The  tocfin  was  founded, 
and  the  cannon  of  alarm  fired,  and  Henriot  the 
commandant  ordered  the  guards  to  march  and 
furround  the  afjfembly.  A  petition  was  then  pre- 
fented,  demanding  a  decree  of  arrcft  againft 
thirty-five  members  of  the  Girondifl  party.     The 

fore  lie  could  legally  defend  his  own  life,  whilu  thofe  who  re- 
Tolted,  fettered  hy  no  law,  could  attack  him  when  or  where, 
or  in  what  manner  they  pleafed.  Inftead  of  now  having  the 
conftuuted  authorities,  the)'  had  revolutionary  authorities, 
who  having  the  faculty  of  aftingas  they  thought  proper,  Were 
upon  a  par  with  the  populace,  and  could,  upon  cecalior., 
make  head  againft  them. 

*  When  it  was  faid  in  the  profpeftus  of  the  prefent  work, 
that  it  would  plainly  appear,  that  the  firft  principles  laid 
down  by  the  confutuent  aflembly,  \\\  their  rights  of  man,  led 
on  to  the  lafl  excefles,  it  was  by  no  means  a  mi^ake.  Thin 
it>  now  the  third  revolution  upon  the  fame  plan,  and  they  are 
a  as  like  each  other  as  the  Heps  of  the  fame  ladder ;  the  ma- 
ter als  and  thediftance  from  the  point  of  felting  out  are  dif- 

rent,   but     very  thing  elfc  is  the  fame. 

aflembly. 
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aflembly,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  armed  force, 
demanded  three  days  to  examine  this  petition*. 

Since  the  30th  of  May  the  barriers  had  been 
fhut,  and  the  ufual  forms  of  infurrection  were  in 
full  activity.  The  directors  of  the  poft-ofncef 
were  changed,  and  all  letters  were  examined. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  the  revolutionary  commit- 
tee appeared  again  at  the  bar,  and  for  the  laji 
time  demanded  the  accufation  of  the  members. 

The  I  aflembly  thought  proper  to  pafs  to  the 
order  of  the  day,  upon  which  the  petitioners 
made  a  fign  to  the  fpectators  to  go  out  and  take 
arms,  that  they  might  by  force  obtain  what  they 
wanted.  At  mid-day  the  tocfm  founds  again, 
and  the  cannon   of  alarm  is  fired,  the  citizens 

*  It  is  ftrange  to  fee  how  Petion  and  his  friends  had  loft 
their  intriguing  energy  of  the  10th  of  Auguft;  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive,  how  the  fame  men,  who  were  fo  active  and  fo 
artful  at  difarming  royalty,  and  attacking  the  king,  mould 
be  fo  inactive  and  carelefs,  when  for  feveral  days  running  the 
fame  manoeuvres  were  preparing  againll  themfelves. 

j-  The  directors  of  the  poft  had  all  been  changed  imme- 
diately after  the  maffacres  of  September,  but  had  been  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Girondifts ;  fo  that  the  party  now  getting  into 
power  was  determined  not  to  leave  this  fuperiority  in  the 
hands  of  their  enemies. 

J  The  affembly  did  not  now  meet  in  a  riding  fchool  as  it 
had  formerly  done;  the  royal  palace  was  converted  into  a 
national  palace  ;  and  it  was  here  that  the  attack  was  con- 
ducted againfl  the  convention. 


are 
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are    called    to  take  arms   and  obey  their  com- 
mander.* 

Theaflembly  v.ras  furrounded  as  the  palace  had 
been  the  year  before,  but  with  an  apparatus  (till 
more  formidable  ;  more  than  an  hundred  cannon 
were  pointed  againfl  the  houfe  of  auembly,  fur- 
naces for  red-hot  balls  were  prepared,  and  an 
order  was  given  to  let  no  one  depart,  but  to  fire 
on  the  firfr.  cf  the  representatives  of  the  nation 
who  dared  fo  much  as  to  look  through  the  iron 
rails.  Marat  and  the  chiefs  of  the  Mountain 
were  very  active  on  this  occaiion,  and  it  is  more 
than  probable,  that  thefe  formidable  preparations 
were  intended  only  to  intimidate,  for  it  would 
not  have  anfwered  the  purpofe  of  the  anarchifb 
to  fire  UDon  the  convention. 

The  promoters  of  the  diflurbance  were  many 
of  them  in  the  hall,  and  thofe  did  not  certainly 
wifh  to  be  fcorched  with  red-hot  balls,  neither 
could  it  be  fuppoied,  that  if  the  convention  were 
mauacred,  Paris  could  continue  to  reign  over 
France,  by  defiring  them  to  fend  more  reprefent- 
atives  to  fuch  a  city. 

The  ceremony  of  preparing  grates  for  heating 
cannon  balls  was,  therefore,  probably  only  in* 
tended  by  thefe   hardy  fons  of  infurreclion  as  a 

*  Santerre,  named  commander  on  the  loth  of  Auguff, 
was  not  now  revolutionary  enough  for  the  party  of  Robef- 
pierre;  befides,  he  had  been  attached  to  the  Duke  of  Or- 
leans: to  get  rid  of  him  he  had  been  named  general  of  an 
army  to  go  againft  the  Vendee,  and  one  lien; i-t,  a  commis 
des  barriers,  commanded  in  his  place. 
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leiTon  to    their  mailers,  feveral  of  whom    were 
beaten  and  had  their  cloaths  torn.* 

Several  battalions,  which  mould  have  marched 
againfl  the  royalifts  in  the  Vendee  before  that 
day,  arrived  fuddenly,  and  took  pofTeffion  of  ail 
the  paffages  and  apartments  adjoining  to  the  hall, 
where  they  were  bribed  with  arfignats  and  wine, 
in  order  to  induce  them  to  be  faithful  and  with- 
fland  the  eloquence  of  the  deputies. 

The  befiegers  were  well  armed,  and  the  na- 
tional palace  (fay  the  deputies")  became  a  prifon, 
where  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  were 
menaced,  infulted,  and  degraded.  It  was  pre- 
cifely  what  had  happened  in  the  royal  palace  the 
year  before,  and  the  parties  that  then  degraded 
royalty  were  the  fame  who  complained  of  being 
themfelves  degraded  now. 

Barrere  was  called  upon  to  make  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  accufed  members.  Barrere, 
floating  in  the  uncertainty  of  which  party  might 
prevail,  propofed,  in  the  name  of  the  committee, 
that  thofe  members  who  were  accufed,  but  againfl: 
whom  no  proofs  had  been  produced,  mould  be 
invited  to  fufpend  their  functions.  Some  of  the 
accufed  members  accepted  of  this  invitation.^  This 

facrifice 

*  The  reader  will  remember,  that  precifely  thefame  things 
took  place  previous  to  the  i  oth  of  Auguft,  when  the  decree 
againlt  La  Fayette  was  wanted  from  the  affembly  by  the 
furrounding  mob.  The  perfecutors  then  were  the  perfecuted 
now,  that  was  all  the  difference. 

-j-  Barrere,  who  followed  Robefp'erre  in   all  his  exceffes, 

was  a  man  never  decided  in  opinion,  but  when  he  was  either 

v-)  -  -  •  <  >bliged 
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facrifice  being  made  to  the  people,  the  conven- 
tion became  more  bold,  and  ordered  the  com- 
mandant of  the  troops  to  the  bar.  The  order 
was  laughed  at;  feveral  deputies  were  infulted, 
the  convention  ordered  thole  who  infulted  them 
to  be  brought  to  the  bar ;  this  order  was  refilled 
by  force.  It  was  then  determined  to  adjourn,  and 
to  fhut  the  temple  of  the  law.  This  was  at- 
tempted by  all  the  members  in  a  body,  with  the 
prefident  at  their  head.  The  prefident  ordered 
the  centinels  to  retire,  and  the  troop  of  lawgivers 
got  to  the  middle  of  the  court,  when  Henriot  the 
commandant  ordered  them  to  turn  back.  The 
convention,  faid  the  prefident,  will  receive  orders 
from  no  perfon;  pofTerTed  of  powers  received 
from  the  French  nation,  the  French  nation  alone 
can  give  orders  to  the  convention.  * 

The  commandant  on  this  drew  his  fabre,  put 
his  cavalry  in  battle  array,  and  ordered  the  artil- 
lery men  to  point  their  guns.  The  prefident  and 
all  the  members  vied  with  each  other  in  their 
hafte  to  return  to  the  hall,  and  decree,  that  the 
accufed  mould  be  arreited,     Brilfot,  Petion,  and 

obliged  to  be  fo,  or  knew  that  he  was  certain  of  fupport. 
The  appearance  of  moderation,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  was,  be- 
caufe  the  real  ftreagth  of  parties  had  not  been  tried;  Barrere 
and  the  committee  who  made  the  report,  and  faid,  that  no- 
thing had  been  proved  againft  the  accufed,  might,  in  time  of 
need*  have  made  a  merit  of  it  with  the  accufed.  When 
things  were  decided,  this  fame  Barrere  joined  with  others  in 
fending  the  accufed  to  the  fcaffold. 

:  The  fimilarity  of  this  fpeech  and  that  of  Mhabeau  at 
Yerfailles  is  great.  M.  de  Breze  was  a  courtier,  Henriot 
was  a  clerk  at  a  toll-bar  or  turnpike.  We  fee  which  of  tin. 
two  knew  beft  how  to  reduce  the  deputies  to  obedience. 

their 
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their  companions  *  were  ordered  to  be  confined 
in  their  own  houfes,  and  in  going  there  they 
ought  to  have  remembered  that  their  king  was 
not  treated  with  fuch  lenity.  His  houfe  was  rob- 
bed and  plundered,  and  he  was  fent  to  a  mifer* 
able  prifon,  and  all  thoie  fufpecled  of  attachment 
,to  his  perfon  orfamily  weremaffacred,  imprifoned, 
or  driven  into  exile. 

Let  us  hear  what  the  arretted  deputies  them* 
felves  fay  on  this  occafion,  in  an  addreis  to  their 
conftituents. 

"  Frenchmen,  you  who  wi(h  to  be  freemen 
u  and  republicans,  behold  fuch  facts  as  cannot 
be  denied;  we  only  offer  you  the  outline,  and 
we  fupprefs  details  of  facts  Itill  more  atrocious. 
The  national  reprelentarion,  imprifoned,  de- 
graded, and  deliberating  under  the  poniards  of 
"  the  affaffins  of  an  audacious  faction,  exifts  no 
"  more.  Let  not  your  rights  be  any  longer 
ufurped  ;  leave  not  the  exerciie  of  national  fo- 
vereignty  in  fuch  hands ;  fave  liberty,  facred 
equality,  the  unity,  and  indivisibility  of  there* 
public:  without  thefe,  France  is  loiL  Repel 
with  horror  all  propofitions  tending  to  feeder* 
alifm.  Rally,  affemble,  you  may  }  et  fave  the 
republic:  the  republic  is  France  itfelf,and  does 
not  refide  within  the  walls  of  Paris,  There 
your  reprefentatives,  prifoners,  dare  no  longer 

"  fpeak; 

*  Briflbt,  Pction,  Guadet,  Genfone,  Gorfas,  Vergreaud, 
S  dies,  Barbaroux,  Chanibon,  Buzot,  Biroteau,  Lcdon,  R",. 
but  de  St.  Etienne,  Lafcurce,  Languinais,  Grange:. euve,  Le 
Hardy,  Le  Sage,  Kervele^an,  Gardier,  Borleau,  Jcrtrand, 
"\  iger,  Mollovaut,  Govaniaire,  k  Reviere,  and  Bergoin. 
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"  fpeak;  but,  no  matter,  they  well  know  how  to 
"  die  worthy  of  you,  worthy  of  themfelves,  too 
"  happy,  if  after  that   their  country   can   be 
"  faved.     When  the  moment  of  national  ven- 
"  geance  fl^a.11  be  arrived,  Frenchmen,  do  not 
"  forget  that  Paris  itielf  is  innocent ;  that  the  ci- 
"  tizens  of  Paris  were  ignorant  of  the  plots  of 
"  which  they  became  the  blind  inftruments.     It 
"  is  not   upon  Paris  that  the  terrible  and  all- 
"  powerful  hand  of  the  nation  mould  ftrike,  but 
"  upon  that  horde  of  miferable    wretches  and 
"  robbers  who  have  taken  pofleflion  of  Paris  and 
"  of  France,  who  cannot  live  but  by  crimes,  and 
"  who  have  no  hope  but  in  the  continuation  of 
"  crimes.     Adieu." 

Paris,   qth  June,   2d  year  of 
the  French  republic. 

Such  were  the  complaints  of  the  inftigators  of 
revolt,  when  it  was  turned  againft  themfelves. 
They  now  made  a  very  fevere  criticifm  on  the  re- 
mits of  their  own  principles,  and  are  an  eternal 
example  for  thofe  who  think  to  rule  infurrection, 
and  turn  it  always  to  their  own  advantage. 

This  addrefs  produced  a  confiderable  effecT:.  It 
was  not  now  one  of  thofe  clear  cafes  of  fufoecled 

I 

ariitocrats  and  royal  defpots;  it  was  reprefenta- 
tives  againft  repreientatives,  and  the  infurgents  of 
Auguft  1792,  againft  thofe  of  May  1793.  ^ne 
fame  truths  which  the  royalifts  had  never  ceafed 
to  repeat  from  the  beginning  of  the  revolution 
without  any  eiFect.,  now  produced  a  fchifra  and 
divifion  amongfl  the  different  provinces. 

The 
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The  Lyonefe,  the  people  of  Marfeilles,  Bour- 
deaux,  and  the  adjacent  country,  as  well  as  part  of 
Normandy,  took  part  with  the  arrefted  deputies. 
It  was  partly  in  confequence  of  this  fame  affair 
that  the  port  and  city  of  Toulon  were  delivered 
up  to  the  Englifh  and  Spanifh  fleets ;  and  it  was 
this  divifion  in  the  interior  of  France  that  occa- 
fioned  the  inactivity  of  the  French  army  during 
the  fummer,  when  Conde  and  Valenciennes  were 
taken  by  the  allied  armies. 

Had  the  royalift  party  and  the  combined 
powers  feized  this  occafion  to  pufh  matters,  it  is 
probable  that  things  might  have  gone  much  bet- 
ter for  them  than  they  have  done.  But  the  errors 
of  that  campaign  and  of  the  cabinets  of  Europe, 
were  inexcufable,  and  are  only  to  be  equalled  by 
the  long  train  of  misfortunes  which  they  occa- 
fioned. 

The  combined  powers  attributed  their  firft  de- 
feats to  the  want  of  fupport  from  the  malcontents 
in  the  nation— fupport  which  they  had  been  pro- 
mifed ;  and  now,  when  France  was  a  fcene  of 
open  revolt  and  complete  civil  war,  what  did  the 
combined  armies  of  Auftria  and  England  do? 
They  wafted  a  whole  fummer,  fpent  millions  of 
money,  and  fpoiled  their  bed  pieces  of  ordnance, 
in  taking  Valenciennes,  to  abandon  it  the  year 
after  without  firing  a  mot.  * 

*  Valenciennes  was  not  abfolutely  abandoned  without  firing 
a  foot,  but  it  was  nearly  the  fame  thing;  the  garrifon  capi- 
tulated without  either  a  regular  defence  or  a  regular  attack. 


Lyons 
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Lyons,  which  from  its  pofition,  its  riches,  the 
vaft  number  of  its  inhabitants,  *  and,  above  all, 
their  difpofition,  was  worth  millions  to  the  allied 
powers,  was  left  to  fink  under  the  armies  of  the 
convention,  without  an  attempt  being  made  to 
give  it  afTiftance,  which  would  have  been  fo  eafily 
done.  Lyons  fought  for  liberty  and  property 
againd  anarchy  and  pillage ;  and,  though  it  did 
not  abfolutely  fight  for  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  it 
fought  for  the  caufe  which  intereils  men  much 
more,  and  which,  had  it  triumphed,  would 
have  ultimately  ferved  the  caufe  of  royalty. 

But,  if  a  royal  caufe  alone  could  excite  the  ef- 
forts of  the  cabinets  of  Europe,  they  had  an  op- 
portunity to  fupport  it  by  aflifling  the  royalifts  in 
Britany;  in  that  part  of  France  where  the  fpirit 
of  irreligion  and  innovation  had  not  taken  root, 
and  which  is  called  the  Vendee.  Arms,  money, 
and  a  leader,  were  all  they  wanted,  and  the  com- 
bined powers  had  all  thefe  at  their  difpofition. 
The  Count  d'Artcis,  brave  by  nature,  and  now 
rendered  wifcr  by  misfortune,  offered  himfelf  as 
the  leader  |  of  the  royalifts,  and  as  a  leader  who 

*  Lyons  was  an  Immenfe  town,  not  muchlefs  than  half  the 
fize  of  Paris;  a  rery  induftrious  people,  and  might  have  been 
very  ealily  aihfted  from  Savoy,  or  even  from  Alface. 

f  The  Count  dWitois  had  been  at  Peterfburgh,  which 
place  he  left  with  the  expectation  of  going  directly  to  the 
Vendee.  The  (loop  of  war  in  which  he  was  lay  off  Holland 
for  feveral  weeks.  Government  here,  fprreajfons  bevtkiuwn 
to  itlclf,  would  not  confent  to  his  landing  in  the  Vendee.  In 
military  affairs  as  nothing  is  certain,  it.  is  poffibk  that  tbis^ej} 
was  wife;  but  it  is  very  certain  that  the  fteps  taken,  of  railing 
troops  an  1  threatening  an  invafion  were  very  fcoliih  ;  it  wa, 
ex^:t!y  exciting  the  republicans  to  the  flauzhter  of  the  vo  - 
alifts. 

would 
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would  have  carried  along  with  him  all  thofe  emi- 
grant gentlemen  who  have  been  idle  and  uneni- 
ployed,,  becaufe  they  did  never  know  for  what 
caufe,  nor  under  what  ftandard,  they  were  to 
ferve.  * 

What  did  England  do  on  this  occafion  ?  Why, 
during  the  precious  months  that  France  was  on 
the  brink  of  a  decided  civil  war,  and  when  many 
parts  of  that  republic  had  actually  revolted,  a  fort 
of  an  army  was  collected  in  England  under  the 
command  of  an  excellent  cj^d  a  brave  man,  with 
the  profeffed  defign  of  aiding  the  royalifts  in  Brit- 
tany, but  without  ever  really  attempting  to  do 
fo.f    This  expedition,  which  ought  to  have  been 

*  The  emigrants  have  been  treated  with  a  mixture  of 
cruelty  and  good-nature  by  the  Engl.'fli  government,  for  which 
it  is  very  difficult  to  account,  unkfs  by  fuppofing  that  they 
infpired  pity,  but  not  confidence,  or  that  the  minifter  had 
no  fixed  plan  of  operations.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  emigrants 
might  have  fervedtheca  fe  of  the  coalefced  powers  very  ef- 
fectually. They  fhoulcl  have  been  confdered  as  a  feparate 
body,  and  treated  with  upon  a  certain  bafis,  as  independent 
powers  treat.  The  reafon  of  this  is,  that  their  intereft  would 
then  have  led  them  to  put  ever)'  means  to  work,  and  drain 
every  nerve  to  fucceed;  at  prefentthey  know  not  what  is  their 
inter eft. 

■f  This  affair,  it  will  be  faid,  like  moll  others,  has  two 
ways  of  being  viewed.  The  people  of  the  Vendee  were  to 
have  fecured  fome  fea  port  for  our  arms  and  troops  to  be 
landed  at,  and  in  that  cafe  we  fhould  have  affilled  them  ;  but 
it  is  a  fact,  that  our  preparations  were  fo  publicly  made,  and 
fo  long  in  making,  that  the  forces  of  the  convention  came 
down  in  fuch  numbers  as  to  render  it  i.mpcffible.  Befides, 
it  was  never  troops  that  were  wanted,  ftrangers  would  have 
only  ferved  to  hinder  the  republicans  from  joining  the  royal- 
ifts ;  money,  ftqres,  and  arms,  were  what  mould  have  been 
fent. 

execut- 
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executed,  but  never  made  public,  was  made  no- 
torioufly  public,  and  never  executed.  The  con- 
fequence  was,  as  might  be  expected,  that  the  ro- 
yalifts  were  foon  after  attacked  with  all  the  vi- 
gour that  the  convention  could  difplay ;  and 
what  might  have  reltored  royalty  to  France  was 
only  productive  of  carnage  and  bloodlhed  to  the 
almoil  entire  extinction  of  the  unfortunate  men 
who  had  trufted  to  promifes  of  affiftance  from 
England. 

Time  and  opportunity  were  loft,  and  if  expe- 
rience can  in{tru6t,  when  it  is  attended  with  mif- 
fortunc,  there  is  not  a  doubt  but  that  Ion?-  a?o 
the  different  leaders  of  the  cabinets  of  Europe 
are  convinced  of  their  error. 

Thofe  who  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  ex- 
pected fuccefs  would  attend  the  combined  arms, 
counted  chiefly  upon  the  diforders  and  divifions 
of  France.  Thefe  diforders  and  divifions  took 
place,  but  the  combined  powers  did  not  turn 
them  to  advantage ;  fo  that  the  mifcrable  people 
who  had  revolted  were  obliged  to  fubmit  to  their 
cruel  tyrants,  and,  if  now  not  more  unanimous 
than  before  with  refpect  to  their  own  government, 
they  are  perfectly  unanimous  in  refolving  never 
again  to  depend  upon  the  allies  for  fupport. 

Thofe  who  look  upon  the  defpotifm  of  Robe- 
fpierre  and  the  guillotine,  as  being  the  caufe  of 
the  violent  exertions  of  the  French  nation,  furelv 
then  miftakc  the  cafe.     The  unanimitv  of  the 

j 

French    nation  proceeded    from   the  defpair  to 

which   thofe  were  reduced  who  had  feen  Lyons 

unaffifted,  Toulon  evacuated,  and  the  Vendee 

Vol.  II.  P  ruined 
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ruined  and  laid  wafte,  becaufe  the  Englifli  had 
eftablifhed  a  camp  of  parade,  and  menaced  an 
invafion  from  Jerfey,  Guernfey,  and  the  Ifle  of 
Wight.  The  example  of  thofe  unfortunate  places 
which  had  been  fubdued,  were  the  caufe  of  men 
in  France  unanimoufly  fubmitting  to  Robefpierre, 
and  the  cruelty  which  he  exerciied  was  the  con- 
fequence  of  "his  triumph,  from  which  refulted  the 
implicit  obedience  given  to  his  orders,  and  the 
violent  efforts  of  the  next  campaign. 

The  party  of  Robefpierre  grew  ftronger  every 
day  during  the  fummer,  becaufe  anarchy  found 
fupporters,  and  thofe  who  wifned  for  order  found 
none.  Some  of  the  arrefled  members  found 
means  to  efcape,  and  the  trial  of  thofe  who  re- 
mained in  cuflody,  and  who  were  after  fome  time, 
transferred  from  their  own  houfes  to  a  prifon,  was 
commenced,  but  it  went  flowly  on. 

In  proportion  as  Robefpierre' s  party  gained 
ftrength,  vigorous  meafures  were  taken  againft 
their  enemies,  and  a  revolutionary  tribunal  was 
inftituted,  where  a  packed  jury,  paid  witnefles, 
and  judges  who  were  totally  at  the  command  of 
the  ruling  party,  daily  put  to  death  numbers 
without  any  crime  proved,  and  frequently  with- 
out any  particular  reafon  afligned. 


C  H  A  P. 
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Robefpierre9  s  party  acquires  folidity — Majfacres  at 
Lyons — Trial  of  the  queen — Her  characler  jufii- 
jied  from  the  fcandalous  imputations  fpread  over 
all  Europe  on  her  account — Her  expenfes  an  ex- 
ample both  to  princes  and  people — Unfair  trial 
and   execution  of   the    Briffotines — Robefpierre 
reigns  without  controul — Marat   ajfajfinaled — 
Great  number  of '  pr  if  oners  in  the  different  jails  of 
France — Danger  of  being  a  proprietor — D' Or- 
leans, Barnave,  Manuel,  and  Bailly,  executed 
Fete  of  Reafon — HtberCs  party  fl arts  up  in  op- 
pofition  to  Robefpierre-— -Syflem  of  terror  complete- 
ly cjlablifljcd — Hebert\(  party  fills — Danton's 
party  falls — Robefpierre* s  poioer  again  re-efia- 
blifjed  without  controul. 

J.  HE  reduction  of  Lyons  was  the  firfl  thing 
that  gave  a  folic!  foundation  to  the  power  of  the 
ruling  party.  The  national  commiifaries,  who 
were  fent  there,  exceeded  in  their  cruel  vengeance 
every  thing  that  hiltory  relates.  When  an  un- 
ruly foldiery  enters  into  a  conquered  city,  the  de^ 
fire  of  plunder  and  the  third  of  revenge  may,  as 
it  has  on  many  occafions,  lead  to  exceifes  which 
make  nature  fhudder,  but  then  they  have  been 
exceifes  which  all  men  condemn,  and  which  even 

their 
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their  perpetrators  do  not  prefume  or  attempt  ex- 
cufmg.  The  mafTacres  at  Lyons  were  done  by 
men  in  cold  blood  as  matters  of  juftice  and 
right  ;*  they  boafted  of  them  to  the  convention, 
and  the  letters  of  the  commiflaries  were  tilled 
with  execrations  agamfr.  the  inhabitants  of  the 
devoted  city,  and  profeffions  of  their  own  loyalty 
to  the  nation,  to  liberty  and  equality. 

Two  hundred  citizens,  traitors,  fay  they,  have 
fuffered  death  this  day,  and  to-morrow  there  will 
fall  double  that  number ;  the  prifons  are  full, 
and  in  the  lower  cells  are  barrels  of  gunpowder, 
on  the  fmallefl  fignal  of  evafion  they  will  be  all 
blown  in  the  air.f 

When  the  rulers  of  France  began  to  conceive 
a  hope  of  remaining  mailers,  the  deputies  who 
had  efcaped  were  declared  out-laws  and  deferving 
death,  wherever  they  mould  be  found.  Gorfas 
was  the  firfl  who  was  caught,  and  he  was  guil- 
lotined in  twenty-four  hours  after :  this  was 
what  they  called  the  initiative  of  the  decapitation 
of  deputies,  and  prepared  the  way  for  the  trials 
of  the  others. 

*  It  was  before  Lyons  was  taken,  and  indeed  before  it  re- 
volted openly,  that  the  commifTaries  againft  whom  Brifibt 
complains  intuited  the  people  of  Lyons  by  their  cruelties  and 
exceiTes.  After  they  had  put  in  prifon  the  fathers  of  fami- 
lies, they  obliged  their  wives  and  children,  who  ca?  «  to  im- 
plore pity  and  pardon,  to  dance,  to  drink,  and  to  fing. 
The  commiffioners,  after  its  reduction,  were  ftSl  worfe. 

f  The  only  reafon  affigned  for  net  blowing  up  all  the  pri- 
foners  in  Lyons  at  once,  was  the  danger  to  the  executioners 
themfelves.  Grape  fhot,  mjifket  (hot,  ?.nd  the  guillotine, 
were  all  employed,  but  the  commiiTaries  were  continually  la- 
menting the  flown efs  of  the  juftice. 

To 
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To  prepare  the  people  for  the  judgment  of  the 
detained  reprefentatives,  and  to  divert  them 
from  the  lols  of  Valenciennes,  the  convention 
thought  proper  to  gratify  their  thirf!  of  blood  and 
it^  own  vengeance,  by  bringing  to  the  laf!  puuifh- 
ment  the  unfortunate  queen. 

Vengeance  and  favage  ferocity  were,  however, 
on  this  occafion,  completely  humiliated,  by  the 
calm,  mild,  and  dignified  behaviour  of  an  in- 
jured and  infulted  princefs.  Never  has  the  world 
been  witnefs  to  a  icene  where  more  model!  and 
becoming  dignity  was  displayed  by  the  accufed, 
nor  where  lefs  regard  was  paid  to  decency,  truth, 
humanity,  and  juftice,  by  the  accufers. 

All  Europe  had  been  filled  with  libels,  and 
afperfions  againd  the  queen  of  France,  even  in 
the  days  of  her  power  and  profperity,  and  what 
the  attachment  of  her  friends  could  never  accom- 
plish, the  infamous  accufations  of  her  enemies 
effected  in  a  moment.  Calumny  was  filenced, 
and  not  a  doubt  left  with  refpect  to  purity  of  a 
reputation  fo  often  and  fo  uniuftly  attacked. 

Neither  offers  of  reward,  nor  threats  of  ven- 
geance, had  been  able  to  procure  one  fingle  proof 
of  criminality  or  vice  again!!  the  widow  of  the 
unfortunate  king,  whom,  in  order  to  find  guilty, 
though  a  ftranger,  unprotected  and  alone,  her 
enemies  faw  themlelves  reduced  to  the  neceffity 
of  employing  the  moi!  disgraceful,  abominable, 
and  abiurd,  of  all  expedients  ;  her  infant  fon 
was  intoxicated,  and  at  the  fuggeftion  of  that 
mifcreant  Hebert,  whofe  name  alone  brings  to 
mind  every  thing  that  is  vicious  or  wicked,  the 

affectionate 
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affectionate  careffes  of  a  mother  to  a  child  of 
nine  years  of  age  were  conftrued  by  thofe  mon- 
gers into  a  crime,  the  committing  of  which 
would  be  unnatural,  if  it  were  not  impoffible.* 

The  queen  of  France  had  long  fuffered  every 
infult  and  humiliation  which  it  was  poffible  for 
her  enemies  to  invent,  and  certainly  iH  French- 
men had  retained  any  of  that  humanity  and  feel- 
ing which  they  pretended  to  poffeis,  the  depart- 

*  Hebert  publiftied  a  paper,  called  the  Pere  du  Chefm, 
in  which  oaths,  blafphemies,  and  obfcenities,  filled  up  two- 
thirds,  at  leaft,  of  every  fentence  ;  it  would  be  necefiary  to 
have  feen  a  fpecimen  of  that  precious  morfel,  in  order  to 
form  an  idea  of  the  talents  of  its  author,  and  the  refined 
tafte  of  the  Parifian  fans  culottes.  Well,  this  fame  Hebert 
propofed  to  bring  the  young  prince  into  court  and  queftion 
him,  after  having  him  in  a  ftate  of  intoxication  ;  not  that 
even  then  he  could  be  brought  to  accufe  his  mother,  but 
queftions  were  to  be  afked  in  fuch  a  way,  that  the  anfwers 
mio-ht  be  conftrued  unfavourably  for  the  mother.  This  arti- 
fice was  fo  glaring,  that  even  the  judges  of  the  revolution- 
ary tribunal  objected  to  it ;  the  ipe&ators,  they  faid, 
would  fee  through  it :  an  examination  was  then  fabricated 
by  Hebert  and  fome  of  his  companions.  Even  the  fatellites 
of  the  tribunal  found  this  accufation  too  abominable  and  ab- 
furd,  to  which  the  queen  very  properly  refufed  to  anfwer, 
but  by  an  appeal  to  the  hearts  and  feelings  of  all  mothers. 

Hebert  was  the  projector  of  the  worfhip  of  reafon  ;  his 
miftrefs  perfonated  the  goddefs  of  reafon  ;  but  Robefpierre's 
feaft,  in  honour  of  the  Supreme  Being,  did  away  all  this, 
the  defpot  having  previoufly  fent  both  the  oracle  and  the 
o-oddefs  to  the  guillotine.  Paris  was  never  difpofed  to  be 
more  gay  than  when  the  Pere  du  Chefne  mounted  the  fcaf- 
fold,  even  the  executioner  mocked  and  infulted  him,  to  the 
great  deliglit  of  the  fpectatorr..  Such  circumftances  lead  to 
a  hope,  that  ail  fentirhent  of  juftice  is  not  yet  banifhed  from 
the  minds  even  of  the  Parifians,  and  that  the  day  may  yet 
come,  when  all  the  companions  of  his  crimes  will  all  be  treat* 
ed  in  the  fame  manner. 

menu 
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ments  and  the  whole  of  France  would  have  join- 
ed in  demanding  for  her  that  refpect  which  is  due 
to  misfortune,  and  that  juftice  which  is  due  to  a 
defencelefs  ft  ranger.  Such  a  ftep  would  have 
beer,  highly  honourable.  There  was  no  reafon 
for  not  doing  fo,  as  it  could  have  been  attended 
neither  with  tumult  nor  danger.  But  the  French 
nation  has  (hewn,  that  with  a  fuperabundant  va- 
nity, and  pretenfions  to  every  virtue,  it  poffeffes 
none  ;  and  that  it  would  be  better  for  defencelefs 
innocence  to  be  in  a  cavern  of  robbers  in  a  foreft, 
than  to  be  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal  of 
Paris. 

As  the  character,  the  rank,  and  the  accom- 
plifhm'ents  of  this  unfortunate  queen,  have  in- 
spired her  advocates  with  a  warmth  of  expreflion 
that  is  very  natural  and  excufable,  though  ill- 
fitted  to  convince  the  malicious,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  prove,  as  far  as  probable  evidence 
can  go,  that  the  queen  of  France  was  totally  ir- 
reproachable on  the  fubject  of  fidelity  to  the  mar- 
riage bed.  This  digreffion,  it  is  hoped,  will  be 
excufed,  when  it  is  remembered,  that  many  of 
thofe  who  once  flourimed  in  the  fun-fhine  of  her 
favour,  contributed  by  their  own  levity  of  con- 
duct., as  well  as  by  their  filence  to  fupport  calum- 
nies which  it  would  have  been  their  dutv  and 
their  intereft  to  contradict ;  and  when  we  have 
the  example  of  whole  volumes  being  writ- 
ten to  vindicate  the  characters  of  queens,  who, 
though  perhaps  more  beautiful,  were  certainly 
not  more  accomplimed,  were  lefs  unfortunate, 
Rnd  much  more  liable  to  reproach,  than  the 
daughter  of  Maria  Terefa.  It  will  be  a  relief  to 
us,  after  contemplating  the  horrors  and  villanies 
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of  men,  to  dwell  for  a  moment  on  the  virtues  of 
an  amiable  woman. 

We  ought,  in  the  firft  place,  to  confider,  that 
innocence,  unlefs  when  the  charges  are  direct, 
can  never  be  proved  by  pofitive  evidence ;  we 
mud  be  contented  with  probable  evidence,  as 
the  nature  of  things  does  not  admit  of  any  other.' 

The  court  of  France  was  in  a  very  corrupted 
and  diforderly  ftate  when  the  late  queen  arrived 
and  was  married  to  the  Dauphin.  The  example 
of  a  king,  who  in  his  latter  days,  had  given  a 
loofe  to  debauchery,  was  followed  with  eagernefs 
amongft  a  nobility  naturally  given  to  the  fame 
fort  of  vice. 

At  that  time  Madame  du  Barry,*  raifed  front 
being  upon  the  town,  in  a  very  inferior  ftile,  to 
be  miftrefs  of  the  king,  difpenfed  the  royal  favour 
amongft  the  courtiers,  and  of  confequence,  the 
young  German  princefs  made  her  entry  in  the 
midfl  of  cabals,  intrigues,  and  enemies.  Open, 
amiable,  and  generous,  me  foon  had  friends,  but 
innocent  and  unfufpecting  me  expofed  herfelf  to 
the  flander  of  her  enemies,  from  which  thofe 
friends  could  not  protect  her. 

When,  after  the  death  of  his  grandfather, 
Louis  XVI.  began  to  reign,  his  fimole  manner 
of  life,  his  want  of  tafte  for  the  pleafures  and 
diffipations  of  the  court,  contrafted  with  the  love 

*  Madame  du  Barry  condu&ed  herfelf,  however,  on  moft 
occafions,  with  a  moderation  and  prudence  that  did  her  great 
honour,  the  old  king  was  not  fo  prudent  as  his  young  miitrefs, 
and  often  not  {o  juft. 

of 
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bf  fpleiidor  carried  too  far,  and  of  gaiety  which 
the  queen  did  not  attempt  to  conceal,  gave  room 
for  the  courtiers  at  Versailles  and  the  people  of 
Paris,  lb  much  addicted  to  fcandal,  to  fufpicion, 
and  fo  much  accuftomed  to  find  fcandal  and 
fufpicion,  juftified  by  the  loofenefs  of  their  own 
conduct,  to  raife  thofe  reports,  which  fpreading 
all  over  Europe,  tarnifhed  her  character.* 

The  French  always  judge  of  others  by  them- 
felves,  it  is  the  failing  of  their  nation,  and  they 
did  not  confider,  that  a  princefs  defcended  from 
one  of  the  moft  illuftrious  and  the  proudefl  fa- 
milies in  Europe,  and  who  was  accufed  by  them- 
felves  of  having  too  much  Auftrian  pride,  would 
have  been  irreparably  humiliated  and  ruined,  had 
fhe  put  herfelf  for  a  moment  in  the  power  of  any1 
perfon  upon  this  delicate  fubje£t. 

But  levity  and  the  national  character  of  the 
French  did  not  alone  contribute  to  fpread  and 
circulate  thefe  reports,  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  and 
all  his  adherents  and  affociates  exerted  them- 
felves  to  give  plauhbility  and  probability  to  de- 
famation ;  and  particular  cicumftances  which 
malignity  had  contrived,  were  circulated  by  un-» 
fufpicious  credulity. 

The  levellers,  who  began  to  wifh  for  that 
fyftem  which  they  have  fince  feen  realized,  feized 
upon  this  occahon  to  degrade  royalty  ;  the  king 
of  France  was  laughed  at  and  turned  into  ridi- 

*"  The  turn  of  the  French  for  this  fort  of  fcandal  was  fd 
treat  that  by  becoming  univerfal,  it  feemed  to  have  rendered 
•  iielr  manfier  of  fpre?ding  it  an  affair  of  courfe. 

Vol.   II.  O^  cule^ 
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cule,  and  before  the  revolution  began  no  two 
perfons  in  the  kingdom  were  fo  much  mifunder- 
ftood  as  to  their  real  characters  as  the  king  and 
queen. 

A  myfterious  affair  of  a  trick  played  upon  the 
Cardinal  de  Rohan,  about  a  diamond  necklace,* 
by  fome  of  thofe  fortune-hunters,  male  and  fe- 
male, who  fwarmed  in  Paris,  in  which  the  queen 
had  been  perforated  by  a  Mamoifelle  Oliva,  who 
refembled  her  confiderably  in  features  and  perfon, 
made  a  noife  all  over  Europe,  and  as  this  affair 
was  never  properly  fearched  to  the  bottom  and 
explained,  many  people  believed  the  queen  was 
actually  one  of  the  adventurers  who  duped  the 
cardinal. 

In  France,  as  the  firft  hnpremon  is  generally 
yielded  to,  things  are  feldom  much  examined  and 
compared,  otherwife  the  queen  mould  either  have 
been  acquitted  of  this,  or,  it  not,  acquitted  of 
the  accufation  of  lavifhing  away  m;ilions  every 
week  ;  for  if  me  had  fuch  1  urns  at  her  command, 
how  could  any  one  fuppoie  that  a  lady  who  never 
mowed  that  me  would  Hoop  to  play  a  mean  part, 

*  This  affair  of  the  necklace  was  merely  a  trick  praclifed 
on  the  cardinal,  who  had  heen  ambaflador  at  Vienna  when 
the  fcheme  of  the  marriage  of  Louis  XVI.  firfl.  took  place. — 
He  had  tried  rather  to  prevent  the  union,  and  as  he  did  not 
fucceed  was  not  in  the  good  graces  of  the  parties  after  it  had 
taken  place.  The  cardinal  had  always  been  ruTr^Oiided  with 
adventurers,  who  pretended  to  have  difcovered  the  ait  of 
making  gold,  and  other  valuable  fecrets  in  chemmry  ;  apian 
was  formed  by  fome  of  thefe  ■  sti  ers.  to  dupe  him  out  cf 
a  great  fum  of  money,  upon  the  :.,  ;  I  rat  th.j  dtie'dh  \vifhed  to 
be  poffeffed  of  this  necklace,  atfd  tfeat  if  Re  cb\M  proem  e  it, 
he  would  get  into  favour  at  (feurt. 

mould, 
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mould,  for  the  fake  of  fo  fmall  a  fum,  put  herfelf 
into  the  hands  of  her  enemies,  and  in  fhort,  be- 
come the  affociate  of  half  a  dozen  miferables, 
who  would  probably  finifh  by  dividing  the  fpoils 
among  thearielves  ?  this  was  ridiculous.  The 
ftory  of  the  necklace*  would  have  been  barely 
probable  if  the  queen  had  been  a  mean  fpirited 
woman,  who  had  not  any  means  of  procuring 
moiiev  to  defray  her  extravagancies. 

Such  were  the  caufes  that  operated  principally 
in  making  injurious  reports  be  fpread,  and  the 
queen,  who  though  preferring  dignity,  through 
which  a  confiderable  fhare  of  pride  could  be  feen, 
was  good-natured  in  the  extreme,  was  unfufpecl- 
ine:,  familiar,  and  generous  ;  me  had  banifhed 
from  her  private  focieties  the  fliff  etiquette  of  a 
court,  which  feemed  the  more  ftrange  in  a 
princefs  who  came  from  a  country  where  court 
etiquette  is  carried  to  an  extreme  ;  this  gave  a 
fort  of  probability  to  the  accufations  which  were 
brought  aa;ainft  her. 

The  facts,  however,  were  quite  different ;  the 
queen   was   generous  and  loved  power,  but  (lie 

*  The  value  of  the  necklace  was  only  1,400,000  livres, 
or  6o,oool.  fterling,  and  could  not  fell  for  half  that  fum  ; 
it  was  ridiculous  for  thofe  fame  perfons,  who  acci.fed  the 
queen  of  giving  fuc'u  large  funis  to  her  favourites,  to  fuppofe 
flic  would  go  (hares  with  fix  or  feven  fwindlers,  for  fuch  a 
fum  as  this  ;  belides,  fuch  a  charge  required  feme  proof,  ar.J 
none  was  ever  produced. 

Another  report  was,  that  (he  did  this  to  be  revenged  of 
the  cardinal ;  this  is,  if  poffible,  ftill  more  inconceivable,  and 
requires  no  anfwer,  after  the  difpofition  to  pardon  her  enemies 
which  the  queen  had  on  fo  many  occalions,  both  before  and 
during  the  revolution  manifejfced.  To  remember,  but  not  to 
1 ..  ■  '.-.:•,  v.t.s  known  to  be  her  maxim  with  refpedl  to  enemies. 

had 
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had  no  other  means  of  gratifying  thofe,  which 
were  her  ruling  paffions,  than  by  preferving  the 
affection  and  confidence  of  her  hufband  ;  and  it 
may  be  afferted,  without  danger  of  being  con- 
tradicted by  thofe  who  approached  thefe  two 
perfonages  the  neareft,  that  the  king  was  literally 
in  love  with  the  queen  (  amour  eux  d' rile  J  during 
the  whole  of  their  union,  and  that  though  her 
turn  for  expenfe  vexed  him  to  the  heart,  in  other 
refpects,  fhe  enjoyed  his  full  confidence  and 
efleem,  and  it  is  certain  that  the  queen  made  no 
other  ufe  of  this  afcendancy  lo  obtained  over  her 
hufband,  than  to  make  her  friends  and  thofe 
around  her  happy. 

Thofe  who  imagine,  that  the  king  of  France 
would  have  fubmitted  peaceably  to  any  thing 
that  looked  like  a  ferious  indignity  offered,  knew 
nothing  of  his  character/*  Like  moil  good- 
natured,  plain,  honefl,  men,  the  king  was  quite 
ungovernable  when  he  found  people  were  un- 
juft  or  treated  him  ill ;  he  then  became  unma- 
nageable and  obflinate  to  a  violent  degree,  and 
if  the  queen  had  once  committed  an  irreparable 
fault,  he  certainly  would  not  have  pardoned  her, 
and  from  that  inflant  fhe  would  have  loft  her 
power  over  him. 

Thofe  again,  who  think  that  the  queen  could 
have  been  guilty  of  infidelity  without  the  king 
knowing  any  thing  of  the  matter,  are  flill  more 

*  Since  the  revolution,  if  the  king  did  not  mew  this  dif- 
pofition,  he  only  afted  like  other  prifoners,  who  know  that 
ill-humour  only  doubles  the  evil,  but  when  things  ufed  to  vex 
him  from  wilful  extravagance  or  mifmanagement,  few  people 
were   more    difficult  to  keep  within  bounds.     This  is  often 


the  cafe  with  well-meaning  men. 
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miftaken.  Wc  have  obferved,  that  fhe  com- 
menced her  career  at  Versailles  in  the  midft  of 
enemies,  and  that  fire  never  was  without  fuch, 
the  flanders  which  we  arc  refuting  is  a  proof; 
thpfe  enemies  never  loft  fight  of  her  motions, 
and  if  the  fmalleft  ground  had  been  given  for 
ferious  fufpicions,  it  would  immediately  have 
been  turned  by  them  to  their  advantage. 

Thofe  who  *  were  friends  to  the  queen,  and 
who  depended  upon  her  bounty,  or,  at  leaft, 
who  profitted  of  her  bounty,  were  as  much  in- 
terefted  in  watching  her  conduct,  to  prevent  any 
thing  that  might  deftroy  her  influence  and  blaft 
their  hopes,  as  her  enemies  were  to  watch  for 
fuch  an  event ;  fo  that  on  all  hands  the  queen 
was  furrounded  with  fpies,  and  the  fharpeft  of 
all  fpies,  thofe  who  were  looking  after  their  own. 
intereft. 

Nothing,  therefore,  would  have  been  fo  fooi- 
jfh  or  unnatural  in  a  princefs  who  had  ambition, 
who  knew  her  dignity  and  fupported  it  well, 
though  not  by  ftiffhefs  and  etiquette,  as  to  have 
diked  all,  and  run  fo  headlong  into  a  fcene  of 
difgrace  and  humiliation,  as  nothing  could  be 
more  impofiible  than  to  efcape  clifcoyery  and  the 
fatal  confequences. 

Scandal,  fupported  by  envy  and  felf-intcreft, 
firft  robbed  the  queen  of  France  of  her  reputa- 
tion, and  they  were  facilitated  in  their  enterprife 
by  the  levity  of  the  age,  and  by  the  high  rank 

*  It  is  a  great  reproach  to  many  gentlemen  who  were  pro- 
tected t>y  this  amiable  queen,  to  have  permitted  fufpicions  to 
jae  whifpered  that  difgraced  fo  generous  a  friend, 

and 
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and  profperity  of  their  victim.  A  cruel  reverfe 
and  the  unexampled  fortitude,  temper,  and  pa- 
tience with  which  fhe  bore  it,  have  however 
proved,  that  fhe  was  an  affectionate  wife,  a  ten- 
der mother,  and  a  princefs  who  knew;  on  all 
occafions,  how  to  fupport  her  own  dignity  bet- 
ter than  how  to  punifn  her  enemies.* 

In  aiding  to  defend  a  character  which  has 
been  fo  unwarrantably  traduced,  it  would  be  in- 
juftice  to  herfelf  and  the  world  not  to  add,  that 
though  blamelefs  as  to  the  things  of  which  fhe 
was  accufed,  fhe  was  not  fo  with  regard  to  her 
expenfes  ;  they  were  great  and  without  arrange- 
ment ;  fhe  was  generous  often  without  judge- 
ment, and  her  conduct  was  by  no  means  a  mo- 
del to  be  held  out  for  princes,  whofe  real  glory- 
is  in  alleviating  the  burdens  of  their  people,  in 
rendering  nations  rich  and  eafy,  and  not  in 
taking  upon  themfelves  to  diftinguifh  individuals, 
and  enrich  them  at  the  expenfe  of  the  whole.f 

This 

*  To  all  thefe  ought  to  be  added,  that  if  there  had  been 
any  guilt,  her  enemies  would  have  found  the  means  of  bring- 
ing it  home  on  the  trial ;  they  had  the  inclination,  and  they 
could  not  want  the  means  ;  but  this  is  fo  evident  a  vindication 
ariiing  from  the  trial  itfelf,  that  it  is  not  neceffary  to  infill 
upon  it  :  that  the  queen  was  innocent  is  clear — the  above 
vindication  is  meant  to  fhew  honujhe  was  fuppofcd  to  he  guilty. 

-j-  There  is  here  a  {hiking  refemblance  between  the  con- 
duct of  princes  and  of  democratic  leaders,  although  they  are 
in  their  effefts  diamatrically  oppolite.  Princes  take  upon 
themfelves  to  fuJpeS  certain  people  of  having  more  merit 
than  others,  they  make  favourites  of  them,  and  tax  the 
nation  to  enrich  them.  Democrats  take  upon  themfelves  to 
fufpeel  certain  perfons  of  crimes,  and  of  turning  their  pu- 
u'fhmer.t   to  the   advantage  of  {he   nation,    cenfiieate  their 

property. 
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This  unfortunate  queen  is  a  terrible  example 
to  princes,  who  feeling  themfelves  generoufly 
difpcfed,  turn  the  feelings  of  a  good  heart  from 
their  country  and  exert  them  upon  individuals. 
Ingratitude  from  many  individuals,  and  ven- 
geance from  her  fubjccis,  were  the  confequences 
of  this  conduct ;  let  it  therefore,  be  a  leifon  to 
princes,  and  let  it  alio  be  a  leiTon  to  people ;  let 
princes  form  wile  rules  for  their  conduct,  and  let 
people  without  either  anger  or  ill-humour  fix 
rules  for  princes  ;  let  there  be  grandeur  of 
conduct  on  both  fides*  tot  them  be  great  in  their 
generofity,  but  let  it  have  fixed  bounds  which 
it  caimot  pafs. 

There  are  many  things  that  might  be  faid  to 
excufc  the  queen  of  France  for  thofe  errors  and 
ex:  into  \.mch  me  run  ;  her  you^h,  her  in- 

experience, her  being  zftranger,  and  not  know- 
ing the  consequences  of  what  me  was  about ; 
but,  above  all,  the  intrigues  and  extravagancies 
with  which,  at  her  firfl  arrival,  ihe  found  her! elf 
furreinded,  are  the  principal  circum (lances  that 
tend  to  dimi  :;'ii  the  .alt,  but  nothing;  can  take 
it  entirely  away.  She  was  too  expeniive,  and 
thole  expenfes  hastened  the  cruel  revolution 
which  awaited  herfelf,  her  family,  and  her  king- 
dom. 

property.  In  the  one  cafe,  part  of  the  property  of  the  nation 
is  conjifuried  to  enrich  an  individual,  chofen  by  caprice  for  the 
pmpofe  ;  in  the  other,  individual  property  is  conhTcated  to 
enrich  the  nation.  The  one  is  wrong,  the  other  is  abomina- 
ble ;  and  i.i  each  cafe  it  is  the  ruler  gratifying  his  own  feel" 
rag  .  dt  the  expeafc  of  juftice.  Surety  thofe  Jacobins  who 
cry    out    a  rinces  will  be   Aitisiied  with  this  note. — 

This  hiftory  i;  aot  written  to  flatter  any  party*  but  with  a 
defi^n   to  maw  things  as  they  are. 

When 
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When  the  people  had  been  for  the  fecond- 
time  gratified  with  the  fight  of  expiring  royalty, 
they  were  confidered  by  Robefpiere  and  his 
friends  as  being  prepared  for  the  exhibition  in- 
tended of  the  Briifotines.  The  accufations 
brought  againfl  this  party  were  juft  as  void  of 
foundation  as  thofe  brought  againfl  the  queen, 
but  as  the  philofophers  fell  a  facrifice  to  their 
own  principles,  and  to  their  own  practices,  they 
do  not  require  our  pity ;  they  perfifled  juft  as 
obflinately  in  the  principles  that  brought  them- 
felves  to  the  guillotine  as  their  enemies  did,  but 
then  they  did  not  intend  that  they  mould  have 
had  fuch  confequences  with  refpett  to  them- 
felves.* 

The  trial  of  BrifTot,  and  twentv-one  of  his 
companions,  could  not  have  ended  in  condemna- 
tion to  death,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  men 
who  judged  them,  but  the  method  praclifed  every 
day  againfl  the  innocent  perfons  who  were 
brought  to  be  fummarily  judged  by  this  tribunal 
were  employed  againfl  them  f  alfo. 

The 

*  Certainly,  according  to  republican  principles,  and  even 
according  to  thofe  of  liberty  and  equality,  Brifibt's  party  did 
not  merit  death  ;  as,  however,  by  all  other  principles  they 
had  merited  it  an  hundred  times,  their  death  was  a  viftory 
to  thofe  who  wifn  to  fee  order  eftablifhed  in  France  ;  it  was 
the  firft  great  ftep  towards  the  purging  their  miferable 
country  of  thofe  men  who  had  ruined  it. 

f  By  way  of  ridicule,  Briffot  was  placed  on  an  elevated 
feat  during  the  trial,  with  all  his  partifans  around  him  ;  he' 
appeared  pretty  collected  and  tranquil.  The  prefident  of  the 
tribunal,  in  order  to  fecond  the  clubifts  who  petitioned  the 
convention  to  fhorfcen  the  proceedings,  wrote,  that  nothing 
could  equal  the  loquacity  of  the    accufed,  that  the  trial  had 
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The  firft  flep  was  for  the  violent  Jacobins  and 
members  of  the  club  of  the  Cordeliers  to  extort 
from  the  convention  a  decree,  which  abridged, 
as  they  termed  it,  thofe  forms  which  enchained 
the  confidences  of  jurymen  andjiijied  conn)iclion.  It 
was  decreed,  that  the  jury  might  fhorten  the  pro- 
ceedings and  refufe  to  hear  witneffes,  by  declar- 
ing to  the  judges  "  that  their  opinion  is  formed." 
By  this  means,  fay  they,  you  may  for  the  future 
elude  the  queltion  of  forms. 

When  this  decree  for  eluding  forms  was  paffed, 
the  mob  carried  it  to  the  tribunal,  and  the  obe- 
dient jury  declared  the  procefs  was  at  an  end,  and 
condemned  to  death  Briffot,  Vergniaud,  Genfone, 
Duprat,  Valaze,*  Lehardy,  Ducos,  Boyer  Fon- 
frede,  Boileau,  Gardien,  Duchatel,  Sillery,  Fou- 
chet,f    Duperry,    La  Source,  Carra,  Beauvais, 

Mainvielle, 

lafted  five  days,  and  that  only  nine  witneffes  had  been  heard  ; 
that  thert  was  no  reafon  why  there  might  not  be  400  witnef- 
fes  brought  forward,  and  that  therefore  there  was  little  hopes 
of  finifning. 

Englishmen,  contrail  this  conduct  with  that  of  your  judges 
and  juries  in  criminal  cafes,  and  you  will  at  leaft  fufpend  ex- 
periments of  reform,  till  you  fee  how  a  nation,  once  in  the. 
convulfions  that  a  revolution  brings  on,  may  get  rid  of  them. 
If  civil  caufes  in  England  were  tried  with  as  much  regard  to 
juftice  as  criminal  caufes  are,  we  mould  then  indeed  be  a  happy 
people.     This  merits  inveftigation,  and  demands  it. 

*  Valaze  cut  his  throat  in  prifon ;  he  had  been  an  officer 
in  the  regiment  of  French  guards,  and  aided  the  revolt  at 
the  beginning  of  the  revolution. 

■f  Fouchet  was  an  abbe  before  the  revolution  and  became  a 
bifhop  ;  he  opened  a  hall  for  political  leflures  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  revolution  ;  and  to  excite  the  people  againft  arif- 
tocrats,  he  faid,  that  it  was  the  ariilceracy  of  the  jews  that 

Vol.  II.  R  condemned- 
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Mainvielle,  Antiboul,  Vigee,  and  Lacafe,  as  au- 
thors  and  accomplices  of  a  confpiracy  which  ex- 
ifted  againft  the  unity  and  indivifibility  of  the  re- 
public, againft  the  liberty  and  fafety  of  the  French 
people.  Their  property  to  be  confifcated  to  the 
republic,  and  the  execution  to  take  place,  &c. 

The  day  after,  the  31ft  of  October,  the  exe- 
cution took  place,  with  the  unufual  ceremony  of 
the  difcharge  of  artillery.*  The  people,  who 
ufually  attend  fuch  ceremonies,  were  uncommon- 
ly gay  and  pleafed  when  they  faw  fo  many  of  the 
representatives  mount  the  fcafFold ;  and  in  this, 
if  they  {hewed  no  humanity,  they  mewed  at 
lead  that  fome  idea  of  juftice  ilill  remained. 

condemned  Jefus  Chrift.  Clootz  turned  the  tables  againft 
him  at  laft,  and  faid,  that  Jefus  Chrift  was  an  ariftocrat,  for 
he  ordered  to  render  unto  Casfar  what  was  Caefar's,  and 
fooke  of  lords  and  mailers ;  this,  faid  the  Pruflian  philofo- 
pher,  is  againft  liberty  and  equality. 

*  The  condemned  deputies  cried  Vive  la  republiqtie  !  when 
they  were   on  the  fc?.ffold.      Briffot  preferved  his  ufual  fang 
frold,  and  remained  filent ;  he  was  guillotined  laft  of  all. — 
Thirtv-feven  minutes  were  only  neceffary  for  the  execution. 

The  ruling  party  in  France  has  uniformly  purfued  one 
method  with  accufed  perfons  ;  they  are  always  encouraged 
with  hopes  of  life  till  the  moment  fentence  is  going  to  be 
paired,  and  after  that  they  are  never  allowed  to  fpeak.  This 
rule  was  never  more  ufeful  than  on  the  prefent  occafion  ; 
otherwife,  the  loquacity  of  the  condemned  might  have  pro- 
duced feme  difcoveries  not  much  to  the  advantage  of  their 
accufers. 

When  Danton  and  his  party  were  guillotined  in  their  turn 
the  year  after,  they  were  condemned  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
after  noon,  and  at  fix  the  fame  evening  mounted  the  fcaffold. 
From  ancient  companions  this  treatment  was  a  little  hard. 

It 
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It  was  during  the  detention  of  thofe  deputies 
that  Marat  was  aflaflinated  by  a  moil  extraordi- 
nary woman,  who  appears  to  have  imagined,  that 
that  Monfter  was  the  only  one  in  the  convention. 
Charlotte  Corde  will  ever  be  efteemed  for  her  he- 
roifm  and  fortitude,  but  itwill  always  be  lamented, 
that  a  woman  of  iuch  courage  and  good  inten- 
tion, mould  be  led  to  commit  affamnation  ;  and 
that  by  the  eternal  harangues  made  in  favour  of 
Brutus,*  and  particularly  by  the  man  whom  (he 
auaffinated. 

The  fall  of  Brifibt's  party  difconcerted  the  Ja- 
cobins in  all  other  countries.  A  fimilarity  of 
views  had  connected  feveral  of  thofe  leaders  with 
the  patriots  of  other  nations,  fome  of  whom 
boailed  of  a  perfonal  acquaintance  with  Brifibt, 
and  all  of  whom  confidered  him  as  a  model  for  a 
revolutionary  leader.  So  cruel  a  fate  excited 
great  uneafinefs  among  them.  The  revolution 
now  began  to  devour  its  own  children ;  it 
had  long  ago  put  to  flight  its  fathers,  and  from 
the  national  convention  to  the  fartheft  corners  of 
Europe,  revolutionifls  inquired  with  eagernefs 
when  this  butchery  of  the  deputies  would  end?\  In 
Trance  they  butchered  thofe  who  afked  the  quef- 

*  Mirabeau  was  the  firfl  who  was  called  the  French  Bru- 
tus ;  fince  his  time  many  Brutus's  have  appeared.  We  have 
Ceen  fathers  demanding  the  condemnation  of  their  fons  for 
fmging  rovalilt  fongs,  by  way  of  imitating  the  Romans. 
This  rannot  be  attributed  to  any  thing  but  that  derangement 
of  intellects  called  fanaticifm. 

-j-  A  plot  was  contrived  in  confequence  of  this  queftion 
having  been  afked,  and  feveral  deputies,  Merlin,  Chabot, 
and  Bazire,  amongil  others,  were  guillotined  for  this  child  - 
iili  but  anti-civic  anxiety. 

tion, 
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tion,  and  who  explained  themfelve9,  that  it  was 
not  from  any  anxiety  about  the  deputies,  but  be-, 
caufe  it  would  be  an  amufement  to  the  ariftocrats, 
that  they  wifhed  the  butchering  to  ceafe.  The 
amufement  of  the  ariftocrats,  however,  was  a 
lame  excufe,  for  every  day  faw  them  mount  by 
dozens  the  fcaffoid,  and  they  had  ftill  more  rea- 
fon  to  weep  for  the  Iofs  of  friends,  than  to  laugh 
at  the  deftruction  of  their  enemies. 

About  this  time  there  were  above  fix  thoufand 
prifoners  in  the  prifons  of  Paris,  and  the  other  jails 
of  the  kingdom  were  proportionably  full.  The 
total  number  of  perfons  confined  in  France  was. 
eftimated  at  above  two  hundred  thoufand,  of 
which  number  were  the  richeft  bankers,  merr> 
chants,  and  manufacturers. 

Equality  was  the  end  propofed,  but  an  agrarian 
law  could  not  fuit  a  corrupted  people ;  it  was 
thought  much  better  to  attack  fortunes  indivi- 
dually, by  accufmg  the  poffeffors,  and  confifca- 
ting  the  property  ;  this  was  done  in  all  the  great 
towns  in  the  kingdom.  But  as  the  ads  of  injuf- 
tice  and  cruelty  became  fo  multiplied  over  the 
whole  face  of  the  country,  it  is  impoffible  to 
give  any  fort  of  form  or  order  to  the  detail  of 
what  was  going  on ;  the  reader  is  therefore  re- 
ferred to  note  of  detached  fads  at  the  end 
[Nofe  QJ  of  the  work,  where  it  will  be  feen  in 
what  a  iummary  manner  people  were  arretted, 
judged,  and  executed. 

The  life  of  a  man  was  now  no  longer  confi- 
dered  as  of  any  importance,  and  therefore  guilt 
pr  innocence  was  fcarcely  inquired  into.     All 

thofe 
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thofe  who   had  no  protectors  in  the   Jacobins 
clubs  were  liable  to  fall,  and  thofe  who  had  any 
:mies  in  them  were  certain  of  their  fate. 

Mod  part  of  the  people  who  had  any  property, 
had  iome  gooi-natured  friends  amonglt  the  Jaco- 
bins, who  wilhed  to  eaie  them  of  it ;  and  as  all 
c  ofifcated  property  was  put  up  to  fale,  and  fold 
upon  very  eafy  terms,  the  way  to  become  a  man's 
heir  was  to  accufe  him,  and  have  him  guillotined. 
The  on!  y  limit  fet  to  this  practice  was,  the  fear  of 
becoming  a  proprietor,  which  could  not  fail  to  bring 
on  the  fame  fate  fooner  or  later,  fo  that  the  dan- 
ger of  pofTefling  property  was  now  the  only  thing 
that  afforded  any  protection  to  the  proprietor.* 

With  refped  to  the  cultivators  of  land  in 
France,  they  were  forced  to  work,  but  they  were 
alto  forced  to  give  up  the  fruits  of  their  labour  at 
a  fixed  price  paid  in  aflignats,  and  then  they  were 
put  upon  an  allowance  of  fo  much  bread  for  each 
perfon  every  decade  (or  ten  days).  The  flaves  in 
the  Weft  India  colonies  enjoy  more  liberty  than 
thofe  poor  peafants,  who  were  obliged  to  call 
out  <akf£  la  libcrte,  in  the  midft  of  their  mifery, 
and  a  murmer  againft  their  rulers  was  fufficient 
to  have  them  dragged  from  their  families,  and 
thrown  into  prifon,  and  probably  led  to  the 
guillotine. 

To  add  to  all  thefe  misfortunes,  bread  and 
nouriihment  were  almofl  wanting.  Paris  was 
the  beft  fupplied,  ond  there  were  but  one  hun- 

k  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  this  maximum  of  wretchednefs  ; 
proprietors,  in  France,  were  fituated  like  a  dog  with  a  filver 
collar  in  one  of  the  bye  flrects  of  St.  Giles's. 

dred 
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dred  and  fifty  cattle  flaughtered  every  week. 
There  were  almoft  as  many  men  flaughtered  as 
there  were  oxen  !  ! 

The  Jacobin  club  continued  to  dictate  to  the 
anembly,  and  the  aflembly  continued  to  fpread 
terror  and  defolation  through  France.  That 
terrible  period  was  now  arrived  when  the  hiftory 
of  the  republic  offered  nothing  but  a  daily  repeti- 
tion of  robbery  and  murder,  and  when  robbery 
and  murder  were  fcarcely  any  longer  objects  of 
hatred  or  of  terror.  The  fpectators  had  long  been 
dead  to  the  feelings  of  humanity  on  thofe  occa- 
lions  ;  they  were  now  dead  to  every  other  feeling, 
and  to  every  emotion.  Not  a  day  palled  that 
the  bloody  tribunal  did  not  fend  victims  to  the 
tcaffold,  and  the  populace  went  to  look  on  as  an 
affair  of  habitude,  and  as  a  method  of  pairing 
time.  Even  the  unfortunate  fufterers  feemed  to 
have  loft  their  feelings,  and  a  few  excepted^  nei- 
ther fear  nor  grief  was  to  be  perceived  on  their 
countenances. 

Not  an  hour  paft  that  injuftices  were  not  com- 
mitted, that  would  raife  general  indignation  in 
any  other  country  in  Europe,  and  afford  matter 
t)f  diicufiion  for  months,  and  perhaps  for  years. 
The  names  of  the  moil  part  of  the  victims  in 
France  were  forgotten  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour, 
and  their  crimes  were  never  inquired  into  at  all. 

A  few  exceptions,  however,  are  to  be  made  to 
this  general  uniformity.  The  Duke  of  Orleans, 
long  fo  active  and  fo  powerful,  was  brought  to 
Paris  from  Marfeilles,  where  he  had  been  impri- 
foned  in  confequence  of  a  decree  for  imprifoning 

all 
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all  the  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  Neither 
the  name  of  Egalite,  by  which,  at  his  own  re- 
queft,  Manuel  had  chriftcned  him,  nor  his  for- 
mal declaration,  that  he  was  the  fon  of  a  coach- 
man, and  therefore  not  of  the  royal  blood  ;  not 
even  his  voting  for  the  death  of  the  king  could 
lkreen  him  from  the  vengeance  of  Hebert  and 
Danton.  He  was  accufed  of  being  the  accom- 
plice of  BriiTot's  party ;  this  was  fufficient  to 
condemn  him  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal, 
he  was  guillotined  the  fame  day,  and  died  with 
more  fortitude  than  thofe  who  knew  his  cowar- 
dice on  many  different  occafions  expected.*  The 
leflbn  which  the  fate  of  this  prince  gives  to  men, 
who,  in  a  high  rank  of  life,  difturb  the  peace  of 
their  country  from  motives  of  ambition  or  of  ven- 
geance, is  written  in  fuch  legible  characters,  that 
it  requires  no  commentary.  In  his  fhort  paffage 
from  the  prifon  to  the  fcaffold,  he  was  infulted  by 
the  fame  fcoundrels  whom  he  had  formerly  paid  ; 
and  the  general   contempt   into   which  he  had 

*  The  Duke  of  Orleans  was  a  coward  from  calculation, 
rather  than  from  nature.  When  there  was  any  mode  of 
efcaping,  or  when  he  had  an  alternative,  he  never  rifked 
himfelf.  The  fecrets  of  which  he  was  matter,  induced  his 
enemies  to  keep  him  in  hopes  till  the  laft.  When  he  arrived 
in  Paris  from  Marfeilles,  he  was  actually  perfuaded  that  he 
was  to  be  again  re-inftated  in  his  palace.  As  foon  as  the 
fentence  was  pafled,  the  execution  was  hailened,  and  the 
firft  prince  of  the  blocd  went  thither  in  a  cart,  accompanied 
by  a  ftock-broker,  an  under  delegate  of  a  department,  and 
a  journeyman  flater  !  !  This  was  at  leafl  that  equality  which 
he  had  fo  long  pretended  to  feck  after  !  ! 

Among  the  crowd  was  one  of  the  duke's  agents,  well 
known  in  the  full  two  years  of  the  revolution,  St.  Huruge. 
This  fellow  was,  it  is  faid,  particularly  vociferous  in  infulting 
the  duke. 

fallen, 
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fallen,  was  evident  in  the  countenances  of  all  the 
fpe&ators. 

To  the  Duke  of  Orleans  fucceeded  M.  Bailly, 
the  former  mayor  of  Paris,  and  Manuel  and  Bar- 
nave.  The  rulers  of  the  preient  time,  feemed  de- 
termined to  deflroy  all  thofe  who  had  ever  en^ 
joyed  any  degree  of  popular  favour.  The  deaths 
of  Manuel  and  Bariiave.  could  be  regretted  by 
none;  that  of  M.  Bailly  was  different,  he  had 
been  the  caui'e  of  mud  evil,  but  he  was  igno- 
rant of  the  great  extent  of  tile  evil  of  which  he 
had  laid  the  foundation.*     A  good  deal  is  to  be 

attri- 

*  M.  Bailly,  of  whom  much  has  already  been  faid,  be- 
eaufe  he  was  of  the  iirft  who  protected  infurreclion,  and 
brought  it  into  vogue,  w^is  efteemed  before  the  revolution 
for  feveral  publications  j  irticularly  his  Leltres  fur  V Atlant'tde 
et  V  Hijlcire  de  V ' Aflr"nom:,e.  The  fudeen  elevation  of  Bailly 
to  the  place  of  prefident  of  the  affembly,  and  after  that  to 
the  mayoralty,  had  a  9  eat  effect  upon  literary  men,  not  on- 
ly in  Fra:  ce,  but  all  over  Europe.  A  revolution  feemed  to 
be  the  triumph  of  genius,  and  above  all  of  literary  merit. 
His  punifhment  operated  likewife  upon  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple in  different  countries ;  if  the  virtue,  the  good  fortune, 
and  the  talents  of  Bailly,  could  not  fave  him  fiom  the  fcaf- 
fold,  faid  they,  it  would  have  been  better  for  him  to  have 
Continued  to  live  quietly  on  his  peniion  of  ten  thoufand  livres 
a  year,  and  not  revolt  againft  the  king  who  gave  it  him,  It 
would,  indeed,  have  been  better.  M.  Bailly  was  dragged 
to  punifhment  with  particular  marks  of  infamy,  becaufe  he 
was  condemned  for  having  affaffinated  the  people  in  the 
Champ  de  Mars.  It  would  feem  that  fome  particular  infa- 
tuation prevented  fuch  men  from  quitting  France,  where 
their  fyftem  of  government  was  juft  as  much  out  of  date  as 
that  of  Loui8  the  Fourteenth.  The  fate  of  M.  de  Cler- 
monte  Tonnerre  on  the  1  oth  of  Auguft,  and  of  all  the  con- 
ilitutionaliits,  whom  their  enemies  could  lay  hold  of,  might 
have  ferved  as  a  warning  to  him,  that  nothing  was  to  be  ex- 
pected but  death,  if  he  remained ;  the  jacobin  fyftem  had 

perpetually 
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attributed  to  his  vanity  and  ambition,  but  more 
to  his  ignorance.  Though  a  man  of  learning 
and  of  fcience,  he  was  totally  unfkilled  in  the  art 
of  leading  men  to  happinefs  ;  he  had  fallen  into 
all  the  miftakes  to  which  the  declaration  of  rights 
leads,  and  his  errors  might  have  been  forgiven, 
had  he  not  been  felrifh  and  ungrateful. 

On  the  fame  day  that  this  ancient  magiflrate, 
aftronomer,  and  member  of  the  academy,  was 
fuffering  for  his  having  become  a  politician,  a 
fete  was  celebrated  in  the  cathedral  of  Paris,  to 
the  honour  of  reafon,  virtue,  and  philofophy. 
At  this  fete  Hebert  prefided,  and  the  bifhop  of 
Paris  officiated  to  the  fans  culottes  at  Paris,  in  the 
midft  of  a  fcene  of  licentioufnefs  and  ridicule.* 
The  intention  was  to  baniih  religion  from  France 

perpetually  been  to  turn  with  implacable  vengeance  againil 
thofe  who  had  once  been  popular,  but  were  not  ready  to 
follow  them  in  all  their  extremes.  This  plan  had  been  re- 
gularly followed  from  the  beginning,  and  his  not  having 
feen  that,  mews  that  M.  Bailly  was  by  no  means,  in  politi- 
cal affairs,  a  man  of  profound  knowledge  ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  feems  not  to  have  at  all  conceived  the  progreffive  moti- 
on from  bad  to  worfc,  and  from  the  Capitol  to  the  Tarpe- 
ian  rock. 

*  At  Lyons,  the  feqjl  of  the  aft  merits  notice  for  its  fin- 
g'ularity,  all  the  conftitruied  authorities,  the  revolutionary  tri- 
bunal, and  the  guards,  aflembled  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville  with 
an  afs.  CommiiXaries  were  feut  to  feize  the  plate  in  all  the 
irehes  ;  the  poor  animal  was  then  drefled  in  a  bifhop's 
robes,  with  a  mitre  oa  hij  head,  and  a  bible  attached  to  its 
j  the  facred  vafes,  kc..  were  put  on  its  back,  and  follow- 
ed by  a  pioeeflion  of  the  club,  the  municipality,  &c.  it  w 
then  marched  to  the  Place  de  Bellecour,  where  it  was  burnt, 
along  with  the  bibles,  prayer  books,  robes,  &c.  with  this 
infci iption,  remains  of  fuperftition  j  the  whole  attendants 
calling  cut,  vive  les  f:n:  culottes. 

Vol.  II.  S  entirely ; 
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entirely ;  as  that  had  been  very  nearly  accom- 
plifhcd   already,    the  fubftitiition  of  what  they 

call        >n  was  tho  Lght  neceflary,  that  on  the 

^ccades  people  might  have  fomething  to  do,  and 
not  fall  back  through  idlenefs  into  their  ancient 
errors. 

Amongft  the  fufferers  by  the  guillotine,  the 
generals  of  the  republic  made  a  very  confpicuous 
figure.  Even  Houchard,  who  commanded  at 
Dunkirk,  when  the  Englifn  under  the  Duke  of 
York  were  repulfed,  was  obliged  to  lay  his  head 
upon  the  block.  As  to  thofe  who  had  not  been 
fuccefsful,  it  was  perfectly  natural  that  they 
fhould  be  executed,  and  accordingly  very  few  of 
them  efcaoed. 

i 

Robefpierre  did  not,  however,  yet  reign  alone, 
and  what  is  more,  was  not  the  mod  fanguinary 
of  thofe  who  did  reign.  Hebert,  and  fome  of 
his  companions  were  worfe  frill,  and  Robefpierre 
was  frequently  obliged  to  interfere  to  prevent  their 
cruelties  from  going  too  far.*  Robefpierre  was 
the  mod  methodically  and  unfeelingly  cruel,  but 

*  Hebert  had  repeatedly  demanded  the  death  of  the  re- 
mains of  the  unfortunate  royal  family,  and  declared  himfelf 
inc?pable  of  containing  his  rage  when  he  faw  the  filler  of 
Louis  Capet  (the  virtuous  Madame  Elizabeth)  in  exiftence, af- 
ter fo  many  crimes.  Her  features,  faid  he,  are  a  picture  of  her 
atrocious  heart.  Robefpierre  had  treated  Hebert  as  a  fool  ; 
but  a  man  who  was  capable  of  fuch  imprudent  denunciati- 
on, was  not  fit  for  an  affociate,  and  he  was  dangerous  as  a 
rival.  Robefpierre  could  fcarcely  expeft  that  his  own  phy- 
fiOgnomy  would  be  fafe  from  the  attacks  of  this  inconceiv- 
able difciple  of  Lavater,  and  accordingly,  as  Icon  as  he 
found  himfelf  attacked  by  him,  his  vengeance  was  prempt 
and  fevere.  Hebert  had  been  the  principle  caufe  of  the 
death  of  Bailly,  and  the  other  friends  of  the  ccidlituticn. 

he 
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he  does  not  feem  to  have  been  cruel  from  enjoy- 
ment in  the  Daughter  of  his  fellow  men,  but  from 
fyftem.*  Hebert,  Petion,  Manuel,  and  many- 
others,  feem  to  have  enjoyed  cruel  actions,  and 
committed  many  merely  for  the  lake  of  the  plea- 
fare,  which  their  diabolical  minds  received  ;  but  f 
Robefpierre  did  never  give  any  figns  of  fuch  a 
difpofition ;  cool,  interested  cruelties  feem  to 
have  been  what  he  excelled  in;  he  would  have 
facriiiced  three-fourth;  of  the  human  race  to 
have  reigned  over  thofe  who  remained,  but  it 
would  not  have  given  him  any  pleafure  to  amfl 
at  their  execution. 

The  cool,  calculating  murderer  is,  however, 
the  mod  terrible  of  all,  J  when  he  has  it  in  his 

power, 

*  In  the  back  ground  all  this  time  was  the  Abbe  Seyes, 
he  was  one  ftep  beyond  Robefpierre  in  cold,  fyftematic  cru- 
elty, and  one  ftep  farther  removed  than  him  from  the  other 
party  in  perfonal  vengeance,  and  cruelty  in  detail.  One 
might  be  apt  to  attribute  to  principle,  and  not  to  felfifh  mo- 
tives, this  ahflratt  fort  of  cruelly  cf  the  Abbe  Seyes,  were  it 
not  that  the  man  who  has  always  lent  his  aid  in  council  to 
the  ufurper  of  the  day,  ranlt  be  very  felfifh,  and  equally 
void  of  all  principle. 

f  The  manner  in  which  Petion  and  Manuel  tormented  the 
king,  when  that  unfortunate  monarch  was  prifbner  in  the 
temple,  is  a  proof  of  their  cruelty  in  detail.  The  manner  in 
which  the  whole  of  the  royal  prifoners  were  treated,  was 
only  equalled  by  the  particular  inftances  of  cru,el  mortificati- 
on, which  when  either  of  thofe  two  went  to  the  prifon,  the 
king  and  queen  were  certain  to  experience.  Charles  the 
Firit  never  experienced  any  thing  harfh  or  hard,  in  compan- 
ion to  what  Louis  the  Sixteenth  fuffered. 

\  It  was  by  this  cool  method  of  pT>pofir!£  aflaffination, 
that  Robefpierre  was  enabled  to  follow  out  his  cruel  plans 
with;  order  and  method.  The  others  went  without  order, 
and  fometimes  ceafed  their  crime*  for  a  moment,  but  Robef- 
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power,  and  finds  it  his  interefl  to  be  cruel ;  for 
as  he  does  not  even  take  the  pains  to  think  what 
it  coils  humanity  to  gratify  his  views,  he  does 
upon  the  great  fcale  what  others  do  on  the  fmalL 
It  was  the  organization  of  the  fyftem  of  terror 
by  Robefpierre,  that  gave  Coliot  d'Herbois  the 
means  of  maiTacreing  the  inhabitants  of  Lyons 
with  grape  Ihot  j*  that  gave  le  Bon,  the  national 

commifiarv, 

pierre  brought  it  to  that  pitch,  that  every  day  innocent  blood 
iv as  JJjed  as  certainly  as  the  fun  rofe.  There  was  no  method 
of  eluding  perfecution  and  death  under  the  reign  of  a  man 
who  had  vowed  the  deftruction  of  all  his  enemies,  cf  all  his 
rivali,  and  of  all  thofe  whofe  reputation  or  property  gave 
them  any  fhare  of  importance.  This  man  had  thoufands  of 
agents,  and  the  tribunals  were  always  ready  to  execute  what 
he  ordered.  This  has  been  fully  proved  fince,  for  as  each 
faction  falls  to  the  ground,  its  crimes  arc  brought  to  light. 

Although  the  revolutionary  tribunal  did  not  acquire  all  its 
activity  in  Paris  till  the  time  Robefpierre  reigned  alone  in 
Paris  ;  yet  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that  as  the  other  towns  in 
the  kingdom  had  not  the  fame  means  of  refilling  opprefiion 
th?t  the  capital  had,  an  inferior  degree  cf  power  was  fuffici- 
ent  for  oppreffmg  them  ;  befides,  Robefpierre  and  the  Jaco- 
bin club  afted  together,  fo  that  any  refillance  from  the  de- 
partments was  impoffible  to  be  attended  with  fuccefs.  In 
Paris,  on  the  contrary,  the  Jacobin  club  had  fome  rivals  in 
the  other  focieties,  and  of  confequence  its  power  was  not 
abfoluteiyxvithout  limit.  It  is  here  neceffary  to  obferve  once 
for  all,  that  though  thofe  fraternal  focieties  or  clubs  differed 
in  their  names  from  the  Jacobins,  as  each  had  its  orators 
and  favourites,  yet  the  whole  of  them  were  nearly  the  fame 
as  to  revolutionary  and  fanguinary  principles.  With  re- 
fpeft  to  the  world  at  large,  they  were  all  Jacobins  alike  ; 
with  refpeft  to  their  favourites  alone  were  they  different,  and 
this  difference  was  only  perceivable  to  the  people  in  Paris. 

*  Coliot  d'Herbois,ana  d'Orfuil,  two  indifferent  comedians, 
who  had  the  management  of  the  affairs  at  Lyons,  put  to  death 
three  thoufand  prifeners  with  grape  met.  They  were  all  put 
into  one  large  fquare,  all  the  avenues  were  fhut  up,  and  then 
the  cannons  began  to  play  Upon  the  miferable  vidUms.  Many 

were 
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commiffary,  the  means  of  exercifmg  unheard-of 
cruelties  in  the  north  of  France,  and  Talien  at 
Bourdeaux.  It  was  to  the  fyftematic  cruelty  of 
Robefpierre  that  the  excefTes  of  Carrier,  the  ex- 
ecrable Carrier,  at  Nantes  were  owing,  when 
men,  women,  and  children  were  drowned  in 
boats  without  refped  to  age  or  lex,  or  guilt  or 
innocence. 

The  fyftem  of  terror  was  fupported  by  fwarms 
of  commiffaries  and  agents,  with  unlimited 
powers,  who  went  through  the  whole  of  France  ;* 
r  their 

were  only  wounded,  becaufe  when  once  they  fell  from  any 
fevere  wound,  they  feldom  were  again  ftruck  by  the  fhot ; 
thefe  were,  after  languifhing,  put  to  death  by  pikes  and  the 
bayonet.  Many  were  thrown  into  the  Rhone  half  dead,  and 
carried  off  by  that  river. 

An  affectionate  wife  who  implored  mercy  forherkufband, 
was  chained  to  the  guillotine  while  he  was  executed. 

Le  Bon  has  been,  fince  he  was  commiffary  in  the  north, 
and  fmce  the  death  of  Robefpierre,  denounced  for  numerous 
acts  of  wanton  cruelty.  As  for  thofe  of  Carrier,  at  Nantes, 
they  were  fo  enormous,  and  proved  in  fo  diilinel  and  fatis- 
faclory  a  manner,  that  they  merit  particular  notice,  and  are 
to  be  found  in  the  tranfa&ions  after  the  death  of  Robefpierre, 
when  the  change  of  men  and  meafures  led  to  their  difcovery. 

*  Bolides  the  clubs  which  were  fo  numerous,  and  which 
were  centers  of  re-union  every  where  for  the  robbers,  there 
were  eilimated  to  have  been  above  fifty  thoufand  agents  of 
one  fort  or  another,  going  about  like  roaring  lions,  feeking 

bom  they  might  devour.  Barrere  complained  in  the  con- 
vention, that  utiides  thefe  regular  and  good  agents,  there 
were  men  in  red  bonnet*,  with  pantaloons  and  long  fabres, 
who  collected  the  taxes,  and  put  the  money  received  in  their 
pockets.  He  fuppofed  thefe  tax  gatherers  to  be  HcbertiUs  ; 
but  let  them  be  of  what  feci  they  might,  it  is  pretty  clear, 
that  the  frogs  and  locuits  were  not  near  fo  terrible,  and  they 
could  not  be  much  more  numerous  than  the  patriotic  banditti 

who 
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their  great  bufmefs  was,  to  find  out  the  fufpe&ed 
perfons  and  the  ariftocrats  ;  to  find  out  where  any 
treafure  was  concealed ;  to  bring  accufations 
againfl  people  who  were  rich  ;  to  enforce  the 
law  that  fixed  the  price  of  provifions ;  and  to  pro- 
cure recruits  for  the  army,  horfes,  carriages,  and 
grain. 

The  revolutionary  army,*  clothed  in  black, 
faced  with  red,  was  intended  to  enforce  obedi- 
ence if  it  was  wanted ;  but  fo  great  was  the  dif- 
may  which  thofe  rigorous  meamres  had  occa- 
fioned,  that  force  was  not  neceffary,  a  few  fol- 
diers,  who  were  at  the  command  of  the  commiffa- 
ries,  were  fufficient  to  exacl:  the  mofi  abfolute 
obedience  in  the  harden1  of  cafes. 

If  grain  was  wanted,  and  the  farmer  refufed 
to  deliver  it,  he  was  fhot  at  his  own  door.f    Were 

the 

who  defolatcd  France.  Thefe  latter  filled  every  place,  the 
frogs  and  locufts  could  do  no  more,  and  they  could  neither 
burn,  ravifh,  nor  affailinate. 

*  Robefpierre  difbanded  the  revolutionary  army  as  foon  as 
he  got  fairly  the  victory  over  Hebert,  but  his  real  motive  for 
doing  fo  does  not  appear  very  evident.  It  feems  to  have 
been  through  fomefecret  fear  of  his  enemies  having  more  inter- 
eft  with  the  gene  rals  of  that  army  than  he  had  himfelf,  otherwife 
it  was  an  excellent  inftitution  for  the  fuDoort  of  the  revclu- 

i.  x 

tionaiy  government.  Had  Robefpierre  kept  this  army  at  his 
command,  and  in  his  intereft,  it  would  have  been  more  dif- 
ficult for  his  enemies  to  get  the  better  cf  him  than  it  after- 
wards was  ;  but  Robefpierre  probably  confidered  that  this 
army  received  his  orders  from  the  committee  of  public  fafety, 
and  that  as  he  was  not  certain  of  always  reigning  there,  it 
would  be  better  to  trull  to  the  Jacobin  club  alone  for  power 
and  protection. 

■f  An  agrarian  law  would  not  have  been  half  fo  unjuft  as 
this  mode  c-f  taking  the  grain,     The  one  only  divides  the  foil, 

the 
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the  ions  demanded  for  the  army,  and  the  affec- 
tionate father  hefitated,  the  whole  family  was 
dragged  away  or  malfacred,  without  form  of  pro- 
cefs  or  delay,  and  the  neighbours  durft  not  ven- 
ture even  to  look  on,  much  lefs  to  (hew  figns  of 
grief. 

The  miferies  of  the  people  were  not  a  little 
augmented  by  numbers  of  fall'e  commiflaries,  who 
committed  the  fame  excefles  as  the  true  ;  and  as 
nobody  dared  aik  a  commiffary  to  fhew  his 
powers,  thofe  vexations  went  on  almoft  always 
without  either  difcovery  or  punifhment ;  it  was 
only  when  the  true  commiflaries  and  the  falfe 

the  other  divides  its  produce,  and  of  confequence  robs  the 
labourer  of  \v:iat  arifes  from  the  fvveat  of  his  brows.  The 
mode  of  punifhment  was,  they  allowed,  rather  fevere,  but  it 
was  neceflary,  it  was  revolutionary  ( they  fnould  have  faid  re- 
volting). 

Thefe  expeditions  to  compel  the  peafants  to  give  up  their 
grain  and  their  children,  were  always  attended  with  pillage, 
and  whenever  it  fuited  them,  with  raviihment  and  murder. 
Imagine  a  detachment  of  this  army  arriving  in  a  village,  and 
placing  a  centinel  at  the  door  of  the  houfe  they  were  employed 
in  fearching,  with  a  bloody  flag  flying.  Imagine  all  the 
neighbours  !huttin;r  their  doorr,  and  trembling;  till  their  turn 
mould  arrive,  while  the  father,  mother,  and  children  were 
fuffering  thofe  cruel  vexations  of  which  we  have  fpoken,  with- 
out daring  either  to  refill  or  cry  out,  which  even  if  they  did, 
it  was  to  nopurpofc,  and  was  certain  to  finifli  with  the  maf- 
facre  of  the  whole.  Blind  fubmifiion  alone  fkreened  the  in- 
habitants from  the  laftof  the  excefles*  for  wherever  there  was 
the  leafl  hefitation  or  murmur,  all  pity  and  refpe6l  was  at  an 
end. 

By  this  time  there  was  no  poffibility  of  putting  a  Hop  to 
oppreflion,  it  arofe  from  fo  many  different  caufes,  and  its 
agents  were  fo  numerous,  fo  defp crate,  and  fo  impofiible  to 
h:  traced  out,  that  there  was  nothing  to  be  dene  but  to  wait 
for  fome  of  thofe  movements  in  the  capital,  which,  whatever 
its  nature  might  be,  would  regulate  the  whole  of  the  republic. 

met 
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met  on  the  fame  fpot,  that  either  took  place,  for 
the  inhabitants  trembled  at  the  name,  and  durft 
never  make  an  inquiry. 

The  cries  of  liberty  and  equality  never  abated 
in  the  midft  of  all  this  mifery,  where  it  might 
truly  be  faid,  that  there  was  not  a  man  in  France 
who  did  not  rife  in  the  morning  under  the  pain- 
ful fenfation  of  vengeance  to  fear,  or  vengeance 
to  gratify,  and  frequently  of  both.* 

Robefpierre,  during  this  progrefs  towards  the 
maximum  of  human  woe,  fell  ill,  and  Hebert, 
who  was  the  orator  and  oracle  of  the  club  of  the 
Cordeliers,  took  advantage  of  his  abfence  from 
the  Jacobin  club  and  the  national  convention  ; 
a  new  revolution  was  threatened,  and  at  firft  the 
advantage  feemed  to  be  in  favour  of  Hebert,  but 
it  only  feemed  to  be  fo,  for  though  the  club  of 
the  Cordeliers  was  more  violent  than  that  of  the 
jacobins,  and  even  furpaffed  it  in  atrocity  and 
extravagance,  yet  it  did  not  pofefs  the  great 
authority  which  the  affiliations  gave  the  latter 
all  over  France. f     The  club  of  the  Cordeliers 

was 

*  Since  the  fall  of  Robefpierre,  thofe  perfons  who  acted 
with  him,  or  under  him,  have  thought  proper  to  throw  upon 
him  and  his  party  all  the  odium  of  thefe  meafures,  and  to  at- 
tribute to  him  all  the  mifery  which  followed ;  but  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  that  nobody  will  give  them  credit  for  one  moment  for 
fuch  an  affertion. 

f  We  have  already  obferved,  that  the  club  of  the  Cordeliers 
had  propofed  to  have  a  legion  of  twelve  hundred  king-killers 
regularly  trained,  -2nd  bound  by  an  oath  to  extirpate  the  race 
of  monarchs.  This  plan  only  wanted  one  thing,  like  Collot's 
project  for  blowing  up  the  prifoners  in  Lyons—it  wanted  bold 
executioners.      As  to  the  iimilarity  of  (tile  una  4  entiment  with 

the 
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was  very  well  for  Paris,  but  the  Jacobin  club 
was  for  the  whole  of  France,  and  Robefpierre 
was  triumphant. 

The  battle  of  favagc  beads  in  the  Afena  is  in- 
terefting  only  becaufe  it  is  a  diiplay  of  fury  ana* 
force.  That  of  Hebert  and  Robefpierre  is  not  fo 
on  any  other  account ;  the  fate  of  both  mud  be 
indifferent,  yet  curiofity  is  excited  when  two 
fuch  enemies  of  the  human  race  give  a  little  re« 
pofe  to  mankind  by  turning  their  efforts  againft 
each  other. 

Hebert  was  procureur  of  the  municipality,* 
and  as  fuch  could  reckon  upon  its  iupport. — 
Robefpierre  was  the  chief  of  the  committee  of 
public  fafety,  in  which  feveral  members  feemed 
to  favour  the  Cordeliers.  This  gave  Hebert  cou- 
rage, and  on  the  fecond  of  March  he  began  his 
attack  by  denouncing  Robefpierre. 

the  Jacobins,  we  may  cite  the  fpeech  fo  much  apphuded  in 
that  latter  focitty  made  by  Robefpierre's  brother.  "  I  am 
"  not,"  faid  he,  "  a  lover  of  human  flefh,  yet  I  would  willingly 
"  eat  a  pye  made  of  all  the  kings  in  Europe."  It  was  a  won- 
der that  he  did  not  prove  by  that  fpecies  of  logic,  fo  much 
in  vogue,  that  kings  were  monfters,  and  not  men,  and  that 
therefore  this  would  not  be  eating  human  fiefh.  The  boafted 
conttitution  was  founded  on  arguments  little  better  than  this, 
and  it  is  certain  the  French  people  would  have  adopted  the  idea 
with  admiration  and  enthuiiafm. 

*  The  municipality  had  undergone  many  revolutions  fines 
the  10th  of  Auguft;  one  fet  of  vagabonds  had  made  place 
for  another.  But  in  all  thefe  there  was  only  a  renewal  of 
crimes,  accufalions  and  vengeances  ;  fo  that  they  have  been 
pail  over.  Btfides,  it  is  now  become  impoffible,  as  well  as 
ufekfe,  to  attempt  following  out  the  confulion  of  men  and 
things  that  was  in  Paris  ;  the  main  outline  only  can  be  drawn, 
a;.d  even  that  but  imperfectly. 
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The  committee  of  public  fafety  had  arretted  a 
favourite  member  of  the  club  of  the  Cordeliers. 
It  was  determined  to  demand  his  liberty :  a  black 
crape  was  thrown  over  the  buft  of  Marat,  as  a 
fignthat  tho,  friends  of  the  people  deplored  the  fate  of 
the  people.  Carrier  mounted  the  tribune  of  the 
club  and  faid,  "  Cordeliers,  you  want  to  com- 
•  pofe  a  "Journal  Maratijl  (after  the  manner  of 
•'  Marat)  I  applaud  your  defign,  but  that  will  be 
only  a  feeble  defence  againtt  thofe  who  wifh 
to  kill  the  republic ;  infurredion,  holy  infurrec- 
tion,  that  is  what  you  ought  to  oppofe  to  wicked 
people."f  La  Fayette  the  father  of  infurrec- 
tion,  could  not  have  fpoken  more  to  the  purpofe, 
nor  with  more  effect,  for  Hebert  followed,  and 
with  general  approbation,  repeated  the  demand 
for  a  holy  infurreclion.  Thefe  changes,  but  ftill 
more  the  enthunafm  they  occafioned,  made  the 
committee  of  public  fafety,  and  even  the  Jacobin 
club,  (tagger  for  a  moment ;  but  the  victory  was 
not  of  long  duration  ;  and  as  foon  as  the  party 
of  Robefpierre  faw  their  fuperiority,  a  report  was 
made  in  the  name  of  the  committee  of  public 
fafety,  the  conclufion  of  which  was,  that  Hebert 
and  his  accomplices  ought  to  be  arretted ;  it  was 
done  accordingly  on  the  1 4th  of  the  month. 

This  was  the  moft  remarkable  and  the  moft  vi- 
gorous combat  that  had  yet  taken  place  between 
two  clubs.     This  was  a  proof  that  clues  and 

INSURRECTION 

f  It  is  very  furprifing  that  Carrier  flioukl  have  outlived 
the  fall  of  Hebert  after  fuch  a  fpeech ;  and  it  is  equally  fur- 
pnfing that  the  advocates  of  the  French  conftitution  fhould 
cry  out  ag-ainit  the  anarchifts,  confidering  the  purity  of  their 
principles  and  their  attachment  to  the  main  article  of  the  rights  of 
man. 
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insurrection  were  juft  as  neceflary  for  fup- 
porting  defpotifm,  as  they  were  for  refilling  go- 
vernment. This  is  precisely  what  we  have  found 
the  revolution  proving  all  along  ;  and  upon  this 
inflance  we  find  it  confirmed  in  the  moil  decided 
and  unequivocal  manner. 

The  different  popular  focieties,  or  clubs,  of 
Paris  had  come  to  join  tiiat  of  the  Cordeliers,  on 
the  day  that  the  members  had  been  arretted. 
This  formidable  junction  prevented  the  confti- 
tuted  authorities  of  Paris  from  taking  any  decided 
part  by  congratulating  the  affembly,  as  was  their 
ufual  practice  when  vigorous  meafures  were  ta- 
ken, and  when  thofe  vigorous  meafures  ended  in 
victory.  Cuthon,  the  intimate  affociate  of  Ro- 
befpierre,  and  who  afterwards  mounted  the  fcaf- 
fold  with  him,  made  on  the  1 8th  a  fpeech  to  the 
convention,  in  which  he  declared  his  aftonim- 
ment  that  the  municipality  and  the  revolutionary 
army,  fo  ready  on  other  occafions  to  congratu- 
late the  affembly,  now  remained  filent.  *  A  de- 
cree was  then  pafled  empowering  the  committees 
of  public  fafety  and  of  general  fecurity  to  exa- 
mine the  conduct  of  the  conftituted  authorities  in 
Paris,  amongfl  whom  were  many  traitors.    Thh 

*  The  victon-  of  Robcfpicrrc  on  this  uccafion  feems  to 
have  been  occasioned  by  this  fpeech  of  Cuthon,  which,  by 
putting  his  enemies  in  fear,  made  them  come  over  to  his  fide. 
It  was  the  negletl  of  following  the  advice  of  this  fame  Cuthon, 
that  brought  Robefpierre's  party  to  the  gullotine  in  their 
turn  a  few  months  after.  All  this  (hews  that  rigour  and  ac- 
tivity (and  no  half  meafares)  are  the  means  to  difconcert 
thofe  who  want  to  rebel.  Rebels  are  often  cowards,  and  fac- 
tious men  always  are  ;  fo  that  their  cccaiional  courage  is  er.- 
atrlv  meafured  bv  the  idea  they  have  of  their  farce. 

had 
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had  the  defired  effect;  and  the  next  day  the  mu- 
nicipality of  Paris  fent  to  felicitate  the  aifembly  on 
its  courage,  and  make  excufes  for  having  been  fo 
flow  in  its  congratulations.  The  committee  of 
public  fafety  immediately  named  Cellier  and  Le- 
grand,  two  of  its  partifans,  to  fill  the  places  of 
Hebert  and  Chaumet  at  the  municipality.  This 
bound  the  members  of  the  municipality  to  the 
fide  of  Robefpierre,  and  his  triumph  was  now 
certain.  So  true  is  it  that,  in  caies  of  revolt, 
flrength  fmifhes  by  being  on  the  fide  where  it  is 
fuppofed  to  lay.  The  municipality  no  fooner 
thought  by  the  boldnefs  of  Cuthon,  that  it  was 
on  the  weaker  fide,  than  it  actually,  by  trans- 
ferring its  power  to  the  other  party,  decided  the 
victory. 

Boldnefs  and  promptitude,  it  would  feem,  are 
the  chief  qualifications  neceflary  to  a  leader  of  re- 
volutions; we  fhall  fee  this  exemplified  (till  more 
in  the  triumph  of  the  enemies  of  Robefpierre  a 
few  months  afterwards,  when  that  fame  munici- 
pality, that  now  joined  him  through  a  conviction 
that  he  was  ftronger  than  his  enemies,  by  en- 
deavouring to  fupport  him  on  the  fame  idea, 
drew  down  a  very  heavy  vengeance  on  itfelf. 

During  this  interval,  the  convention,  or  rather 
the  ruling  party,  (hewed  its  power,  and  gratified 
the  people  by  putting  to  death  a  number  of  per- 
fons,  amongft  whom  were  feveral  of  its  o\yn 
members. 

Whilft  the  confututed  authorities  congratulat- 
ed the  affembly  for  the  victory  of  Robefpierre, 
the  revolutionary  army,  which  Cuthon  had  like- 
wife 
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wife  accufed,  fent  a  deputation  to  congratulate 
the  Jacobin  club.  It  was  propofed  by  a  member 
of  the  club  that  the  revolutionary  army  fhould 
take  an  oath  never  to  obey  any  other  but  the 
committee 'bf, public  fafety  and  the  national  af- 
fembly.  This  was  done  with  enthufiaim  and 
unanimity ;  and  Robel'pierre  declared  from  the 
tribune  of  the  club  a  moment  after,  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  revolutionary  army  was  above  all 
praife.  * 

To  this  fuccccded  a  plan  for  an  addrefs  to  all 
the  clubs  in  the  kingdom  on  the  new  confpiracy, 
which  had  been  difcovered  and  (tirled ;  but  Col- 
lot  d'Herbois,  who  now  joined  Robefpierre  with 
warmth,  though  he  had  kept  aloof  till  the  victory 
was  declared,  objected  to  the  addrefs  as  not  be- 
ing fufficiently  vigorous  ;  accordingly  he  wrote 
another,  and  prefented  it,  which  other  was 
adopted. 

The  next  operation  was,  to  purge  the  club  and 
the  minift ry  of  the  friends  and  adherents  of  He- 
bert.  But  the  triumph  did  not  end  here;  the 
conquered  club  of  the  Cordeliers  came  by  depu- 
tation to  congratulate  the  Jacobin  club  on  the 
victory  it  had  obtained  over  thcmfelves,  alledging 
that  they  had  been  milled.     The  Jacobin  club,  in 

*  The  orator  of  the  revolutionary  army  addrefied  the  club 
thus  :  "  Citizens,  you  fee  before  you  brave  republicans,  fin- 
"  cere  friends  of  their  country,  and  who  will  always  be  wor- 
"  thy  ol  the  name  they  bear.  You  fee  before  you  thofe  whom 
"  calumny  had  pointed  out  as  your  executioners,  but  never 
"  (hould  we  have  confented  to  fuch  a  crime.  Thofe  wh>> 
"  could  have  iiad  the  bafenefs  to  propofe  to  us  fuch  a  crime, 
"  would  Uiemfelves  have  fallen  under  our  indignation." 

the 
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the  pride  of  victory,  refufed  to  admit  this  depu- 
tation, or  to  have  any  connection  with  the  Cor- 
deliers, until  they  were  purified,  by  linking  off 
from  the  lift  of  members  all  thofe  who  were  of 
the  party  of  Hebert.  This  humiliating  condition 
was  complied  with,  and  the  enemies  of  Robef- 
pierre were  proscribed  every  where.  From  this 
time  the  club  of  King-Killers,  which  had  been 
prefided  by  the  patriot  Marat  in  its  better  days, 
and  which  had  always  been  the  molt  violent  in 
its  patriotifm,  funk  into  infignihcance. 

The  accufation  againfl  the  party  of  Hebert  was 
now  brought  regularly  forward ;  it  included 
many  of  the  perfonal  enemies  of  Robefpierre, 
and  is  a  very  curious  relict  of  Jacobin  defpotifm.  # 
Had  Hebert  triumphed,  the  fame  charges  would 
have  been  brought  againfl  Robefpierre,  and  the 
public  would  have  applauded  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  it  did  in  the  prefent  cafe. 

The  accufation  was  to  this  purpofe,  that  the 
accufed  were  the  agents  of  the  coalefced  ene- 
mies of  France ;  that  they  had  endeavoured  to 
ftarve  the  nation,  and  to  degrade  the  conven- 
tion; that  they  had  endeavoured  to  re-eitablifh 
monarchy  jf  and  that  the  moment  for  feizing  all 

power, 

*  Hebert,  Clootz,  and  Kok  a  Dutch  banker,  with  feven- 
tcen  other  perfons,  one  of  whom  was  a  woman,  were  compre- 
hended in  the  fame  accufation  ;  but,  as  they  were  only  known 
for  their  fanguinary  projects,  and  thofe  were  now  be- 
come fo  common  as  fcarcely  to  attract  the  attention  of  the 
people  on  the  fpot  for  more  than  a  few  hours,  it  is  not  worth 
while  to  repeat  them. 

-j-  It  feems  a  little  lingular  that  Hebert,  who  had  dift'n- 
Fuiihed  himfelf  on  all  occafions  againfl  the  royal  family,  who 

6  *  ,     had 
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power,  and  employing  it  in  this  atrocious  man- 
ner, was  nearly  arrived,  when  luckily  it  had 
been  difcovered. 

With  refpeft  to  the  proceedings  of  the  tribu- 
nal, they  deferve  no  particular  notice  ;  to  be  ac- 
cufed  and  condemned  was  all  the  fame  thing. 

The  whole  of  thefe  violent  enemies  of  govern- 
ment and  of  religion  were  conducted  to  the 
fcaffoldon  the  29th  of  the  month,  amidfl  thehif- 
fes,  the  reproaches,  and  evident  marks  of  joy 
from  the  people.  * 

Hebert  was  infulted  more  than  the  others,  and 
all  the  grofs  witticifms  with  which  he  ufed  to  load 
his  enemies,  or  with  which  he  generally  infulted 
the  unfortunate,  were  applied  to  himfelf.  This 
monfter,  one  of  the  greateft  which  the  revolution 
had  produced,  ended  his  career  like  a  coward 
along  with  nineteen  perfons,  all  of  them  deferv- 
ing  of  death,  but  certainly,  not  all  accomplices  in 

the 

had  fabricated  the  infamous  accufation  againft  the  queen,  and 
who  was  prefident  of  the  club  which,  above  all  others,  had 
iailed  violently  againft  kings,  fhould  be  charged  with  being 
the  agent  of  the  coalefced  powers.  This  fhews,  that  now 
either  very  little  attention  was  paid  to  the  opinion  of  the  peo- 
ple, or  experience  had  taught  their  leaders  to  think  that  they 
were  fo  confufed,  or  fo  credulous,  that  any  thing  would  be 
believed.  Hebert,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  judge  at  the 
Hotel  de  la  Force,  and  delivered  over  Madame  de  Lamballe, 
a:id  the  other  prifoners,  to  the  aflaffins. 

*  Anar-charfis  Clootz,  who  had  figured  fo  often  as  the 
orator  of  the  human  race,  faidhe  would  appeal  to  all  his  conftitu- 
ents  for  his  innocence.  The  portion  of  his  conitjtuents  Wh* 
were  pre  fen  t  were  diverted  with  that  idea. 
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the  fame  project,  as  fome  of  them  were  at  that 
time  enemies. 

This  is  a  fecond  victory  gained  over  the  ene- 
mies of  the  human  race,  in  that  miferable  coun- 
try where  crimes  and  puniihments  were  multi- 
plied to  a  degree  of  which  there  never  has  been, 
and,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  never  will  again  be  an  ex- 
ample. 

The  revolution  had  now  accelerated  its  courfe, 
like  a  comet  when  it  approaches  the  fun,  and 
events  fucceeded  each  other  with  an  amazing  ra- 
pidity. The  execrable  barty  of  Hubert  was 
executed  only  on  the  29th,  after  a  druggie  of  a 
few  weeks,  and  Danton,  Camille  de  Moulins,  la 
Croix,  and  Philipeux,  were  arretted  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  31ft,  as  accufed  of  having  con- 
fpired  with  d'Orleans,  Dumourier,  and  Fabre 
d'Eglantine,  in  order  to  re-eilablim  royalty,  and 
deflroy  the  republic.  *  In  this  charge  were  in- 
cluded many  more  perfons,  and  in  the  punifli- 
mqnt,  more  ftill— Herault,  Bazire,  Fabre  d'Eg- 
lantine,  a  Spanifh  banker  named  Gufman,  the 
Abbe  d'Efpagnac,  General  Wefterman,  Chabot, 
and  his  two  brothers.!  This 

*  When  Cimille  de  Moulins  was  interrogated  as  to  his  age, 
he  anfwered,  "  The  fame  at  which  the  fans  culotte  Jefus 
"  died,  thirty-three  years."  Danton,  when  queftioned  as  to 
his  abode,  anfwered,  "  My  refidence  is  a  non-entity,  and  my 
"  name  will  no  longer  exift  but  in  the  pantheon  of  hiftory." 
Danton  treated  the  judges  with  great  contempt,  and  threw 
balls  of  bread  at  the  face  of  the  prtiident.  The  criminals, 
judges,  jury,  and  fpe£lators  feemed  rather  to  be  ailing  a  farce 
than  any  thing  elfe  ;  all  was  uproar,  and  a  fort  of  favage 
merriment  during  the  time  the  prifoners  were  at  the  bar. 

f   We  fpeak  in  England  of  a  batch  of  peers.      This  feems 
not  to  be  much  amifs  as  a  batch  of  fcoundrels.  But  it  is  very  dif- 
ficult 
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This  party  did  not  make  the  ufual  fort  of  flrug- 
gle  for  victory ;  others,  as  we  have  feen,  refilled 
before  their  arreftation,  but  not  after.  Danton, 
and  his  companions  were  taken  fuddenly  and 
unexpectedly,  they  therefore  could  not  refnt; 
but  when  before  the  tribunal,  they  were  as  loqua- 
cious as  Briifjt's  party,  and  much  more  refo- 
lute. 

To  get  rid  of  the  arguments  which  they  pro- 
duced, and  which  puzzled  the  judges,  and  of  the 
infults  which  offended  them,  a  decree  was  foli- 
cited  from  the  convention,  declaring  the  accufed 
refractory,  and  ordering  that  refractory  people 
mould  be  condemned  without  being  heard. 
While  the  decree  was  getting  ready,  Danton  and 
his  companions  were  perfuaded  to  retire  for  re- 
fremment  into  an  adjoining  room,  and  they  were 
not  allowed  to  re-enter  the  court,  till  the  decree 
was  arrived.  This  fmifhed  the  bufmefs  ;  they 
were  condemned  without  any  more  form  or  ce- 
remony, *  dragging  along  with  them  a  number  of 
perfons  detained  in  the  prifons,  who  were  fuf- 
pected,  as  it  was  pretended,  of  intending  to  ref- 
cue  the  criminals. 

During  this  violent  conflict  amongft  the  lead- 
ers, France  looked  on  peaceably,  and  the  army 

ficult   to  conceive  how  they  could  be  all  jumbled  together  in 
one  accufation. 

*   Even  with  fuch  men  as  Danton,  this  mockery  of  judg- 
ment is    revoking.     The  hidden  arreftation  of  Danton  \ 
thought  to  be  owing  to  a  declaration  made  by  Hubert,   not 
of  any  intentions  of  Dar.ton's  party  againil  Robefpierre,  but 
of  Robefpierre  againft  Danton. 

Vol.  II.  U  was 
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was  quite  pafiive.  As  foon,  however,  as  victory 
was  declared,  all  the  conftituted  authorities,  the 
clubs,  the  municipalities,  the  departments,  and 
the  commanders  in  the  kingdom,  joined  in  ad- 
drefles  of  congratulation,  and  in  enthufiaflic  ex- 
preffions  of  approbation. 

Robefpierre,  at  the  head  of  the  committee  of 
public  fafety,  of  the  Jacobin  club,  and  of  the 
municipality  of  Paris,  was  now  a  defpot  fingle 
and  alone.  Thofe  who  faw  him  only  from  a 
diftance,  conceived  that  he  was  one  of  thofe 
great  men  who  can  controul  events,  and  domi- 
neer over  fortune :  thofe  who  approached  him 
nearer,  knew  well  that  his  fuccefs  was  owing  to 
circumftances,  more  than  to  his  own  abilities ; 
but  all  joined  in  fearing,  deteiting,  and  in  grant- 
ing a  fervile  obedience  to  his  defpotic  will. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

General  view  cf  the  fituation  of  France  with  re- 
gard to  its  enemies — AJfignats — Conducl  of  the 
coalefced  powers — New  method  of  attacking  by 
ina(fes  ofundifciplincd  troops — Energy  of  the  Ja- 
cobins, and  their  efforts  in  England  and  Ameri- 
ca— Retreat  of  the  combined  forces — Robefpierre 
reigns  alone — Bloody  decrees  and  perpetual  maf- 
f acres — Madame  Elizabeth,  all  the  farmers  ge- 
neral, and  ancient  judges  condemned — "Jacobin 
defpotifm  come  to  its  lajl  pitch  of  horror — Robef- 
pierre begins  to  decline — His  enemies  venture  to 
accufe  him — The  tyrant  lofes  himfelf;  he  hcfi- 
tates  and  delays — His  fall,  and  that  of  the  violent 
party. 


URTNG  the  different  contefls  amongft  the 
parties  at  Paris,  the  revolutionary  meafures  for 
recruiting  the  army  had  produced  an  immenfe 
crowd  of  foldiers.  It  had  been  decreed  that  the 
nation  was  to  rife  in  a  mafs.  This  decree  at  firft 
feemed  ridiculous,  but  its  effects  were  frightful. 
The  method  of  repulfmg  their  enemies  from  the 
lines  of  WilTembourg,  which  had  perfectly  fuc- 
ceeded,  infpired  the  committee  that  conducted 
the  war,  with  an  idea  of  carrying  it  on  in  a  man- 
ner hitherto  unheard  of. 

The 
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The  lines  of  Wiffembourg,  defended  by  excel- 
lent foldiers,  might  be  attacked,  but  could  not 
be  forced  by  any  multitude  of  raw  men,  what- 
ever their  number  might  be,  until  the  veterans 
were  worn  out  with  fatigue.  Orders  were  receiv- 
ed from  Paris  to  attack  thefe  lines  day  after  day, 
and  new  levies  were  made  to  fupply  the  place  of 
thofe  who  were  killed  on  the  French  fide.  Vvrhat 
was  propofed  fucceeded ;  the  lines  were  aban- 
doned after  a  defence  renewed  every  day  with 
great  vigour  and  bravery,  during  three  weeks ; 
frefh  enemies  were  always  oppofed,  and  the  fecret 
of  the  method  of  making  numbers  triumph  o\rer 
difcipline  was  difcovered. 

It  is  to  this  difcovery  on  the  fide  of  the  French, 
and  the  want  of  any  meafures  to  counteract  its 
confequences  on  the  part  of  the  allies,  that  the 
misfortunes  that  fo  foon  after  took  place,  are  to 
be  principally  attributed. 

The  retreat  from  before  Dunkirk,  with  a  great 
lofs  to  the  army  commanded  by  the  Duke  of 
York,  had  given  courage  to  the  French  army  in 
the  north,  which  had  been  much  difcouraged  by 
the  precipitate  retreat  made  by  Dumourier,  the 
battle  of  Famars,  and  the  taking  of  Valenciennes. 
The  republican  armies  in  the  iouth  had  retaken 
Toulon,  and  kept  Spain  at  bay.  The  great  num- 
bers of  troops  fent  againft  the  royalifts  in  the  Ven- 
dee, in  confequence  of  the  imprudent  conduct  of 
England,  had  effectually  checked  that  alarming 
revolt.  In  Italy  and  iri  Savoy  head  had  been 
made  againft  the  combined  efforts ;  fo  that,  be- 
fore the  winter  had  fairly  fet  in,  the  convention 
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faw  its  armies  triumphant  in  forne  parts,  and  in 
all  out  of  immediate  danger. 

The  great  difcovery  made  at  the  lines  of  Wif- 
fembourg  was,  however,  the  mofl  important  vic- 
tory.  It  gave  a  hint  for  a  plan  which  the  date 
of  France  and  its  deipotic  government-,  as  well 
as  its  pofition,  and  the  nature  of  the  people,  ren- 
dered very  practicable. 

The  defpotihn  of  government  furaifhed  the 
convention  with  the  means  of  forcing  the  peafan- 
try  to  the  army,  and  their  own  mil'ery  inclined 
many  to  prefer  arms  and  bread  to  oppreflion  and 
ftarvation.  The  law  of  the  maximum,  the  aflig- 
nats,  and  the  guillotine,  furnifhed  horfes  and  pro- 
visions for  the  army,  and  means  of  paying  the 
foldiers.  The  decay  of  all  trade  and  commerce 
left  plenty  of  people  idle  to  make  arms  and  accou- 
trements ;  fo  that,  though  France  could  not  find 
either  good  foldiers,  nor  good  equipage,  ftie  could 
raife  them  quickly,  and  in  great  numbers.  This 
was  preciielv  what  was  wanting  to  put  in  practice 
the  new  mode  of  attack  determined  upon. 

The  revolutionary  government  and  the  law  of 
the  maximum  had  deranged  every  calculation  that 
had  been  made  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  with 
refpecl  to  the  force  and  refources  of  France  ;  and 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  if  nobody  was  able  to 
forefee  the  effe&s  of  two  meafures,  which  were 
totally  new  in  their  nature,  the  like  of  which  ne- 
ver had  been  feen,  and  the  pollibility  of  which 

had  never  been  thought  of.*  ^T.  . 

0  Without 

*  The  depreciation  of  aflignats  went  on  in  a  rapid  career, 
and  very  nearly  as  had  been  calculated,  ur.til  the  revolutionary 
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Without  thefe  two  meafures  the  army  could 
neither  have  been  recruited  nor  fupplied,  but 
with  them,  the  lad  man  in  the  country  able  to 
fight,  and  the  lafl  fack  of  corn  to  eat,  was  at  the 
command  of  the  convention. 

The  coalefced  powers,  during  this  time,  made 
no  attempts  to  rival  the  convention  in  ingenuity, 
though  the  horror  of  its  crimes  ought  not  to  have 
infpired  them  with  any  contempt  for  their  genius, 
and  for  the  refources  which  were  at  their  com- 
mand. 

The  convention  had  organifed  maffacre,  but  it 
had  gone  further  to  encourage  difcovery  in  fuch 
arts  as  it  had  ufe  for,  than  any  government  that 
ever  exifted.  Men  of  merit  were  not  guillotined, 
they  were  flattered  and  rewarded,  and  every  new 
hint,  every  new  idea,  was  received  with  thanks ; 
mofl  of  them  wrere  put  to  the  trial,  and  whatever 
was  found  deferving  was  adopted. 

France,  during  the  ancient  government,  was 
a  nurfery  for  fcience,  and  above  all  for  military 
fcience.  There  were  vafl  numbers  of  men  of  me- 
rit, who  had  formerly  been  neglefted,  who  now 
ftarted  forth  to  notice ;  not  as  the  political  fire- 
government,  by  putting  people's  lives  in  queilion  on  all  occa- 
sions, put  difputes  about  the  value  of  property  out  of  the 
queftion. 

The  error  of  thofe  who  counted  upon  the  ruin  of  afiignats, 
from  the  great  increafe  of  their  quantity,  and  the  weaknefs 
that  would  foon  follow  in  the  French  government,  was  only, 
therefore,  occafioned  by  the  unforefeen  event  of  a  new  fpecies 
of  tyranny.      This  is  farther  proved  by  the  rapid  depreciation 


o!  afiignats  fmce  the  government  became  lefs  violent. 
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brands  ftarted  up  in  the  clubs,  but  as  men  of 
knowledge  and  genius  always  will  when  left  at 
liberty,  and  when  they  meet  with  encouragement. 

A  man  who  would  have  been  obliged  to  dance 
attendance  half  his  life-time  after  the  minifter  of 
war,  or  of  the  marine,  only  to  receive  the  honour 
of  an  audience,  where  he  was  more  likely  to  be 
treated  with  contempt,  than  to  be  encouraged, 
could  now  make  himielf  certain  of  a  candid  hear- 
ing, and  a  fair  trial,  and  the  vices  of  a  govern- 
ment which  produced  fuch  advantages  he  very 
naturally  overlooked  and  became  zealous  in  the 
caufe. 

Hiftory  ought  not  to  be  written  with  an  inten- 
tion to  lead  men  into  errors,  but  to  teach  them  by 
example  ;  therefore,  from  the  fame  principle  that 
we  blame  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  have  covered 
a  miferable  country  with  blood,  we  muft  praife 
the  means  which  they  took  to  defend  themfelves 
and  their  caufe  againfl  their  enemies ;  we  mofl 
decidedly  blame  them  and  their  caufe,  but  when 
that  is  done,  we  muft  not  refufe  them  thofe  quali- 
ties of  another  fort,  with  which  their  blameable 
actions  were  accompanied. 

On  the  fide  of  the  allies  we  have  feen  no  exer- 
tion, except  according  to  the  common  routine  of 
making  war  ;  millions  of  money,  and  thoufands 
of  lives  have  been  facrificed  to  no  purpofe,  be- 
caufe  they  would  not  condefcend  to  look  at  their 
enemies,  and  fee  witji  what  fort  of  arms  they 
fought. 

An 
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An  indifferent  fpectator,  if  fuch  an  one, there 
can  be  in  the  prefent  contefl,  would  think  that, 
when  the  greatefl  nations  in  Europe  joined  to  pro- 
tect themfelves  from  a  fpecies  of  anarchy  that  me- 
naced them  all  with  ruin,  they  would  have  laid 
afide  every  confideration  but  that  of  felf-prefer- 
vation ;  and  that  when  they  condefcended  to 
fioht  with  the  armies  of  the  convention,  they 
might  have  condefcended  to  fludy  the  means  by 
which  they  might  be  the  moll  eafily  refilled. 

It  would  have  been  very  natural  for  the  com- 
bined powers,  after  experiencing  the  unfortunate 
end  of  the  campaign  of  1793,  to  have  fludied, 
though  late,  the  bell  way  of  re-commencing  the 
operations  in  the  fpring  with  a  probability  of  fuc- 
cefs ;  and,  in  order  to  begin,  they  fnould  have 
confidered  the  new  method  of  attack,  which  the 
French  had  with  fuccefs  adopted. 

The  French  had  called  their  government  re- 
publican, and  European  flatefmen  calculated 
upon  the  want  of  energy  that  republics  difplay  ; 
but  when  France  had  transformed  itfelf  into  the 
mod  defpotic  of  governments,  that  calculation 
could  no  longer  hold  good,  and  Ihould  have  been 
abandoned. 

The  convention  did  not  let  its  interior  divifions 
derange  the  military  operations.  The  committee 
which  directed  the  plans  of  the  campaign  was 
directed  by  old  experienced  military  men,  who 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  different  parties,  and 
who  were  protected  by  all  of  them.  Thofe  men 
fpared  neither  pains  nor  expenfe  to  enfure  their 
undertakings  fuccefs,  and  intrigue  was  added  to 
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military  fkill.  Commiffaries  were  difpatched  in 
a  myfterious  manner  to  Mayence  and  Frankfort, 
in  order  to  give  fome  appearances  of  a  treaty 
being  on  foot  with  the  King  of  Pruffia.  This 
puzzled  and  perplexed  the  different  cabinets,  and 
augmented  that  miitrufl:,  which  is  generally  the 
ruin  of  armed  coalitions.  The  king  likewife, 
who  on  his  part  wanted  to  be  well  paid  for  his  fer- 
viccs  by  the;  other  powers,  acled  as  myiteriouily 
as  the  commiffaries,  and  England  and  Holland 
were  induced  to  give  him  a  large  fum,  on  condi- 
tion of  his  keeping  up  the  army  which  he  had  on 
the  banks  of  the  Rhine.  The  uncertainty  of  the 
event  of  this  negotiation,  till  the  campaign  was 
ready  to  open,  prevented  thole  plans  of  opera- 
tions from  being  laid,  that  were  fd  neceffary. 

Meafures  were  taken  and  means  were  employed 
on  the  fide  of  the  French,  for  a  vigorous  and 
offenfive  campaign  ;  and,  on  the  fide  of  the  allies, 
meafures  were  not  thought  of,  and  means  were 
wanting. 

A  fpirit  of  difcontent  reigned  amongfl:  the  offi- 
cers of  the  allied  armies.  The  greater  number 
of  the  Auflrian  officers  had  not  tailed  repofe  fmce 
the  beginning  of  the  war  with  the  Turks  in  1 788.* 
The  Engliih  officers  who  had  come  over  only  for 
glory,  not  finding  that  glory  fo  likely  to  be  ac- 
quired fmce  the  affair  of  Dunkirk,  and  defpifing 
the  Dutch  troops  with  whom  they  had  come  to 
act,  were  difcontented,  and  wifhed  to  return  to 

*  Nations  feem  to  get  tired  of  war  in  about  f;ve;i  years. 
If  there  is  any  rule  for  eltimating  fuch  a  thing  :  few  wars 
end  much  fooner,  or  continue  much  longer.  It  is  well  known, 
that  when  both  parties  are  tired,  they  give  over. 

Vol.  II.  X  England. 
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England.  Though  this  never  hindered  the  Eng- 
lifh  and  Auftrians  from  behaving  bravely  in  the 
field  of  battle,  it  damped  the  operations,  and 
prevented  that  cordiality,  that  alacrity,  and  exer- 
tion, which  were  fo  neceiTary. 

The  dates  of  Brabant,  too,  had  many  pre- 
tended grievances  againfl;  the  houfe  of  Auftria ; 
the  wounds  received  during  the  lait  revolt  were 
not  yet  healed,  and  though  they  faw  the  plun- 
dering difpofition  of  the  enemy  they  had  to  deal 
with,  no  cordial  fupport  was  given  to  the  Empe- 
ror ;  and  certainly  if  the  reign  of  liberty,  equa- 
lity, and  affignats,  is  eftablifhed  amongft  them, 
they  may  blame  themfelves  for  it,  and  not  the 
Emperor,  who  perfonally  is  as  irreproachable  as 
any  of  the  coalefced  powers. 

The  French  began  by  paying  fpies  and  inform- 
ers at  an  immoderate  rate,  and  the  coalefced 
powers  refufed  to  pay  any  thing  that  was  worth 
while  for  the  ingenuity  and  rifk  of  a  fpy,  never- 
thelefs  the  campaign  opened  very  brilliantly  for 
the  combined  powers  in  Flanders.  The  fuperi- 
ority  of  difcipline  and  courage  over  mafTes  of  pea- 
fants  was  never  more  confpicuous,  but  the  mili- 
tary committee  at  Paris  had  expected  this,  and 
was  not  difcouraged. 

The  fate  of  the  lines  of  Wiflembourg  put  them 
perfectly  at  their  eafe,  but  as  long  as  they  acted 
on  the  defenfive,  that  plan  could  not  be  adopted. 

The  order  therefore  arrived  for  General  Piche- 
grue  to  penetrate  into  Welt  Flanders,  and  leave 
the  victorious  army  of  the  Emperor  to  the  right ; 
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this  fucceeded,  and  the  allied  armies  were  obliged 
to  feparate,  to  prevent  the  French  from  getting 
pofieirion  of  that  rich  country,  and  all  their  ftores, 
which  were  at  Oftend,  Ghent,  and  Tournay,  as 
well  as  to  prevent  them  from  falling  upon  their 
rear,  which  might  happen,  if  no  efforts  were 
made  to  drive  them  back. 

Menin  and  Courtray  were  taken,  and  Lifle 
ferved  as  a  fupport  for  the  French  army.  Great 
courage  was  dilplayed  by  the  Auftrians  and 
the  Engliih,  and  it  is  only  doing  juftice  to 
the  Emperor  and  the  Duke  of  York  to  fay, 
that  no  two  commanders  ever  mewed  greater 
courage;  and  in  the  unfortunate  affair  between 
Courtray  and  Lifle,  few  generals  ever  conducted 
themfelves  better  than  his  Royal  Highnefs  ;  bat 
the  race  was  not  now  for  the  fwift,  nor  the  battle 
for  the  flrong,  the  ineefiant  and  unremitting  ef- 
forts of  a  mafs  that  augmented  every  day,  proved 
victorious. 

General  Clairfayt  behaved  with  equal  conduct 
and  bravery,  and  with  a  very  fmall  army  disputed 
the  poffeflion  of  Weft  Flanders,  inch  by  inch  for 
fifteen  days  running ;  but  the  fate  of  General 
Wurmfer,  at  the  lines  of  Wiffemboursr  attended 
him,  and  it  was  found  in  vain  to  remain,  a  good 
retreat  was  all  that  remained  for  him  to  attempt, 
and  this  he  certainly  accomplished. 

It  was  well  enough  known  before  the  campaign 
opened,  that  the  finances  of  the  Emperor  were 
exhaufted  ;  the  payments  made  to  thole  wl  > 
furnilhed  his  armies,  fhewed  this.  A  loan,  firm* 
br  to  that  which  has  fince  taken  place,  was  pro- 
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pofed  in  England,  but  why  it  was  not  then  adopt- 
ed, it  is  difficult  to  conceive;  or  if  it  was  for  good 
realbns  refufed  then,  why  it  fliould  be  adopted 
now,  is  ftill  more  difficult  to  conjecture.  The 
difapp ointment  of  this  aiiiftance  in  money,  added 
to  an  invidious  kind  of  an  idea  circulated  by 
French  emiffaries  amongft  the  Auftrian  officers, 
that  England,  which  had  got  the  Weft  India 
jilands,  was  alone  likely  to  profit  by  the  war,  and 
Auftria  alone  likely  to  fuffcr,  completed  a  mif- 
tmderftanding  already  begun.*  The  fate  of  the 
campaign  was  now  determined,  the  allies  had 
nothing  for  it  fmce  they  had  feparated,  but  re- 
treat, and  accordingly  each  army  began  in  its 
own  way  to  march  off. 

But  though  the  places  of  Weft  Flanders  were 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  French  every  dav, 
Charleroi,  which  is  on  the  direct,  road  from  the 
French  frontier  to  BrufTels,  oppofed  a  vigorous 
refiftance.  General  Beaulieu,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Sambre,  had  repulfed  the  enemy  repeatedly, 
but  the  fate  of  Wurmfer  attended  him  alio. 
Charleroi  was  repeatedly  relieved,  once  by  the 
Emperor  in  perfon,  and  the  Hereditary  Prince  of 
Orange  displayed  before  it  equal  conduct  and 
bravery ;  but  all  this  fignified  nothing,  the 
French  mafs  flying  from  famine  and  the  guillo- 
tine, came  on,  and  Charleroi,  after  being  nearly 

*  The  decree  of  the  convention,  ordering  no  quarter  to  be 
given  to  Englifh  and  Hanoverian  ioldiers,  increafed  the  dif- 
li:ce  of  the  foldiers  of  the  Aullrian  and  Brium  rr.r.ies  ;  ft  was 
confidered  by  the  former  as  a  token  of  eftetin  and  regard,  and 
by  the  latter  it  was  thought  to  denote  an  unfair  intention  <A 
leaving  thern  in  the  lurch. 
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demolifhed,  was  obliged  to  furrender.*  BruiTels 
then  fell  a  fecond  time  into  the  hands  of  the 
French,  and  the  combined  armies  formed  a  chain 
of  polls  from  Maeftricht  and  Aix-la-Chapelle  to 
t:.j  bi  rdcrs  oi  LioUana. 

The  Duke  of  York  made  an  appearance  of  a 
(land  at  Ap  twerp,  where  he  had  taken  a  pofition 
behind  the  river  Scheldt,  but  the  certainty  of  be- 
i  g  attacked  day  after  day,  till  his  army  mould 
be  fatigued  and  diininifhed,  made  it  prudent  to 
retire  without  being  attacked  at  all. 

Thus  was  the  fingle  difcovery  of  a  new  plan  of 
attack,  productive  of  the  moll  complete  train  of 
victory  ever  witneiied,  and  where  numbers  tri- 
ll liphed  over  bravery,  and  the  difcipline  and  tec- 
tics  of  war,  fuch  as  they  have  been  pracrifed  in 
Europe  fince  the  invention  of  fire-arms. 

*  The  armies  having  or.ee  feparated  and  abandoned  the 
frontier  towns,  it  was  not  poifibie  to  make  any  ftand,  until 
they  had  traverfed  the  country,  and  come  to  another  chain 
of  fortifications  ;  but  though  any  ferious  Hand  was  impoffible, 
there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  occaiion  for  their  pre- 
cipitancy, the  confr.iion,  and  the  want  of  order  with  which 
the  retreat  was  made.  It  was  a  ret:  eat  of  regular  and  well- 
difciplined  troops,  with  generals  regularly  bred,  who  fled  be- 
fore a  mafs  of  peafant:,,  without  difcipline,  and  headed  by 
men  of  yelterday  ;  yet  the  order  and  regularity  was  all  on 
the  fide  of  the  undifciplmed  peafants,  for  the  regular  troops 
were  in  great  confuiion.  The  reafon  was  certainly  that  the 
former  followed  a  plan,  and  the  latter  were  guided  by  no 
plan,  and  neither  had  resolution  to  make  a  Hand,  nor  prude  ice 
to  fend  off  their  magazines  and  (lores  before  theft)  ;  fometiznts 
they  had  the  appearance  of  intending  to  retreat  no  farther, 
and  every  thing  remained  for  a  few  dxys  ftationary,  then  all 
at  once  they  fet  i  .7  and  left  pa:t  oi  tkck  ftores  behind  them. 

With 
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With  regard  to  the  manner  of  the  retreat,  and 
fome  of  the  miftakes  committed  in  it,  we  mall 
fpeak  hereafter. 

As  the  French  armies  advanced  in  one  of  the 
moft  fertile  countries  in  the  world,  they  ex- 
changed their  affignats  for  every  fort  of  neceffa- 
ries,  and  the  whole  of  the  money  fpent  during 
thirteen  months  by  the  allied  armies,  with  a 
great  part  of  their  ftores  remaining  on  hand,  fell 
into  the  poifeflion  of  the  conquerors. 

One  of  the  moft  furprifmg  things  in  all  this 
was,  to  fee  old  experienced  generals,  when  re- 
duced to  the  neceffity  of  abandoning  that  coun- 
try, do  it  without  taking  any  of  the  precautions 
that  are  fo  neceffary.  There  was  no  plan,  no 
fyftem  in  their  retreat,  while  the  army  of  Sans 
Culottes  turned  every  thing  to  their  profit,  with 
as  much  fyftem  and  regularity  as  if  they  had  been 
accuftomed  to  conqueft  during  a  century. 

Had  the  French  armies  been  obliged  to  aban- 
don Flanders  and  Brabant,  they  would  ftill  have 
been  immenfe  gainers  by  the  conqueft  and  mo- 
mentary pofTeffion  of  it,  for  every  thing  was  im- 
mediately and  regularly  put  in  requifition  for  af- 
fignats, a  part  was  fent  to  France  immediately, 
and  the  reft  was  all  ready  to  be  fent  upon  the 
fhorteft  notice.* 

Whilft 

*  Perhaps  activity,  energy,  and  combination  of  invaders, 
never  gained  a  greater  victory  over  the  oppolite  qualities  in 
thofe  who  abandoned  a  country,  than  on  this  occaiion.  The 
tarifs  of  merchandizes  of  all  kinds,  at  the  price  of  the  max- 
imum, were  circulated  and  proclaimed  every  where  ;  foldiers 
were  fupplied  with  aflignats  to  purchafe  what  they  wanted, 

but 
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Whilft  thefe  things  were  going  on  upon  the 
continent,  the  factious  democrats  of  England* 
having  got  the  better  of  the  fear  which  the  pu- 
nifhment  of  fome  of  the  members  of  the  pretended 
Scotch  convention  had  infpired,  began  again  to 
arrange  their  plans  of  attack  upon  the  Englifh 
conltitution. 

The  correfponding  focieties,  or  affiliated  clubs, 
redoubled  their  activity,  and  things  were  going 
on  fo  as  to  have  procured,  in  time,  all  the  advan- 
tages of  liberty  and  equality,  fuch  as  we  have 
feen  eftablilhed  in  France.  Luckily,  however, 
miniflers  were  ftill  upon  their  guard,  and  the 
plans  in  agitation  were  difcovered  before  they 
were  quite  ready  to  be  executed.  The  miniftry, 
by  a  laudable  ftretch  of  power,  arrefted  a  num- 
ber of  perfons  concerned,  and  obtained  a  fufpen- 
fion  of  the  habeas  corpus  act,  which  is  the  guar- 
dian of  the  rights  of  citizens  in  ordinary  times, 
but  the  fufpenfion  of  which  is  necefiary  for  the 
fafety  of  the  nation  in  times  of  public  danger. 


but  robbery  and  pillage  were  punifhed  with  death,  without 
the  leaft  mercy.  By  this  the  foldiers  were  fupplied  with  every 
thing  at  no  expenfe  ;  the  army  might  be  faid  to  exift  by  pil- 
lage and  robber)r,  yet  the  fmalleft  aft  of  theft  was  punifhed 
with  death.  Our  armies,  on  their  retreat,  paid  for  every 
thing  they  wanted  in  hard  cafh,  and  at  a  high  price,  and 
yet  on  account  of  a  few  irregularities,  were  accufed  of  pillage, 
while  the  invaders  were  praifed  for  their  discipline.  This 
requires  and  dcferves  a  longer  invelligation  than  we  can  with 
propriety  give  it  here. 

*  This  name  may  appear  hard,  but  we  muft  confers,  after 
following  French  democrats,  firft  through  their  reforms,  and 
then  through  their  maflacres,  it  is  net  eafy  to  pardon  thofe 
who  would  rifk  beginning  the  fame  fyilem  in  England. 

The 
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The  freedom  of  a  nation  is  to  a  certain  decree. 
the  energy  of  its  fafety ;  but  as  it  h  abfolutely 
neceiTary  to  give  to  every  body  politic  a  means  of 
protecting  itfelf,*  the  Bnglifli  patriots  of  the  lafl 
century,  with  much  lefs  'netaphyiical  whim  than 
the  condiment  affembly  in  fiance,  but  with  more 
attention  to  the  real  welfare  of  the  nation,  were 
not  afraid  of  entrufting  posterity  with  a  power  of 
preferving  the  confHtution  in  cafes  of  danger,  by 
making  it  lawful  for  the  three  powers  of,  king, 
lords,  and  commons,  to  fufpend  a  law,  which, 
while  it  is  a  iecurity  tor  the  good  i  izen,  is  alfo 
a  protection  for  the  bad.  Where  men  are  gov- 
erned by  written  law,  it  is  always  pofiibie  to  ftir 
up  discontent  without  incurring  any  pains  or  pe- 
nalties, becim'fe  the  letter  of  the  law  is  obliged  to 
attach  itself  to  op  o  acts.  Now  open  act. s,  of  a 
feditious  nature,  ar :  not  always  neceiTary  to  ex- 
cite discontent,  and  bring  on  insurrection.  The 
advocates  of  the  democratic  fide  fay,  why  do  not 
minirrers  wait  for  open  a£ts  ?  They  might  as  well 
aik,  why  does  not  the  traveller  wait  till  the  robber 
has  difcharged  his  piitol. 

The  fufpenfion  of  this  act.  was  evidently  necef- 
fary,  for  though  the  individuals  apprehended  had 
not  committed  any  actions  that  feemed  to  a  jury 
to  come  under  the  description  oitreqfon,  for  which 
they  wue  indicted;  yet  their  trial  proved  evi- 
dently that  affiliated  clubs  were  established  for  die 
purpofe  of  effecting  a  reform,  which  affiliation 
being  a  new  invention,  there  did  not  exift  any 
law  for  punifhing  it. 

*  For  a  fair  and  plain  examination  of  this,  fee  an  anony- 
mous publication,  Scylla  more  dangerous  than  Chanbdis,  pub- 
limed  by  Mr.  Stockdale,  a  few  months  before  the  acl  was 
fufpended. 

The 
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The  acquittal  of  the  men  who  were  tried,  juft 
depended  upon  this  circumitance  of  the  law  not 
having  forefeen  the  fpecies  of  tranfadtions  of 
which  they  were  guilty,  and  of  confequence  not 
having  determined  the  punifliment  which  they 
were  to  draw  down. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  French  arms,  as  we  have 
i'aen,  was  owing  to  the  difcovery  of  a  new  mode 
of  conquering  good  and  regularly  difciplined  ar- 
mies, by  attacking  them  day  after  day  without  in- 
termilnon,  by  bodies  of  frefh  troops :  the  com- 
bined armies  were  defeated  becaufe  they  had  not 
difcovered  a  method  of  refitting  this  fort  of  attack. 
The  conflitution  of  England  was  in  danger,  and 
(till  is  in  danger,  of  finking  under  the  co-opera- 
tions of  affiliated  clubs,  and  that  danger 
will  not  ceafe  until  laws  are  made  to  prevent  fuch 
co-operations.* 

Confederates,  affiliated, have  ruled  over  France 4 
and  we  fee  to  what  they  have  reduced  it :  and  un- 
til the  laws  of  England  have  extended  their  do- 
minion to  this  new  fpecies  of  attack  upon  the 
peace  of  men,  there  will  be  no  fecurity.  Con- 
federates will  aflemble  for  purpofes  that  feem  to 

'  A  work  i->  in  forvvardnefs  upon  this  fubjeft,  recommend- 
ing to  the  legiflature  of  England,  to  pafs  an  act.,  making  it  a 
crime  for  feff-elected  focieties  to  enter  into  combinations  upon 
political  reforms.  The  bafis  of  which  work  is,  that  fuch  com- 
binations give  a  fmall  minority  of  perfons  fo  connected,  an 
undue  influence  in  the  nation,  and  that  a  great  majority,  un- 
affiliated, may  be  domineered  over  by  an  inconfiderablc  number 
of  affiliated  confederates  ;  and  that  therefore,  though  the  ob- 
jeefc  in  view  may  ititlf  be  lawful,  and  even  meritorious,  this 
mode  of  attaining  it  fs  dangerous  and  unccnftitutional. 

Vol.  II.  Y  be 
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be  praife-worthy,  and  when  once  properly  eilab- 
lilhed,  they  will  do  what  they  pleafe. 

Fable  was  invented,  in  order  to  convince  men 
by  a  fhorter  mode  than  argument,  and  by  a  mode 
that  made  a  deeper  imprefiion  upon  the  mind. 
Hiftory  has,  however,  a  double  advantage,  when 
attended  to,  it  leads  us  to  unerring  conclufions, 
without  having  recourfe  to  long  arguments ;  and 
it  is  impoffible  in  the  prefent  cafe  not  to  fee  that 
the  affiliated  clubs,  or  correfponding  focieties, 
were  the  firfl  caufes,  as  well  as  the  fupporters  of 
the  unexampled  crimes  and  miferies  of  France. 

Weapons  of  offence  have  always  been  invented 
before  weapons  of  defence.  Swords  and  fpears 
were  known  before  fhields  and  helmets.  Gun- 
powder was  invented  before  Demoivre  and  Vau- 
ban  altered  and  perfe&ioned  the  art  of  fortifica- 
tion ;  but  it  mud  be  allowed,  that  during  thefe 
intervals,  there  mult  have  been  confiderable  dan- 
ger to  the  human  race.  Revolutions  muft  at  fuch 
times  have  been  very  eafy,  if  the  method  of  at- 
tack had  been  brought  to  any  confiderable  degree 
of  perfection,  before  the  mode  of  defending  was 
known. 

The  Jacobins  met  with  no  phyfical  difficulties, 
fuch  as  the  inventors  of  cannon  had  to  ftruggle 
with,  the  phyfical  difficulties  were  all  overcome  by 
the  invention  of  printing  and  poll  roads,  fo  that  the 
affiliation  of  clubs  was  realized  almoft  in  an  in- 
ftant.  The  danger  that  mankind  runs  from  this 
invention  is  great,  till  a  remedy  is  found  out ;  and 
as  a  proof,  we  refer  to  the  hiftory  of  the  revolu- 
tion of  France. 

The 
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The  Englifh  government,  whilit  it  acted  with 
becoming  feverity  towards  thofe  who  wifhed  to 
ftir  up  diifenfion,  has  by  no  means  acted  wifely 
with  refpeet  to  the  principles  which  thofe  men 
profeffed.  We  have  already  obferved,  that  per- 
iecution,  in  cafes  of  opinion,  produces  obftinacy, 
and  not  conviclion ;  and  it  is  very  certain,  that  if 
affiliations  continue  to  be  permitted,  they  will  end 
in  being  victorious;  they  will  end  in  making  the 
people  think  themfelves  opprefTed  ;  miniflers 
fhould  employ  the  powers  now  in  their  hands, 
not  to  refill  wife  reforms,  but  to  prevent  men  frcm 
demanding  wife  reforms,  in  a  manner  inimical  to 
the  conftitution,  and  to  the  interefl  of  the  majori- 
ty. It  would  be  as  well  to  fee  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons reformed  by  a  regiment  of  mutinous  fol- 
diers,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  as  to  fee  it  re- 
formed by  an  affiliated  minority  of  the  nation. 

The  juftice  of  the  reform,  and  the  manner  of 
attempting  it  ought  not  to  be  confounded  ;  but 
as  miniiters  have  gone  to  work,  they  are  confound- 
ed together,  and  will  continue  to  be  fo:  and  if 
England  mould  ever  have  the  misfortune  to  have 
the  confidence  of  their  king  given  to  minifters 
who  approve  of  affiliated  confederacies,  a  revolu- 
tion will  be  operated  immediately.  The  purrifh- 
ment  of  a  few  individuals  will  not  avert  the  dan- 
ger, and  it  is  below  the  rulers  of  a  nation  to  em- 
ploy that  power  in  fearching  to  punifh  a  crime 
\v  :uch  might  be  employed  to  prevent  it. 

The  United  States  of  America  have  not  been 
free  from  the  fame  attempts  of  affiliated  clubs ; 
rebellion  actually  broke  out  at  their  inftigation,* 

and 

*  The  following  tefb'mony  of  Mr.  Darid  Ofgood,  M.  A. 
an  American  cler^yrr.a-:,  proves,  that  America  has  been  in 

danger 
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and  certainly  it  was  not  becaufe  the  Americans 
are  not  free  that  fuch  a  revolt  took  place,  and 
fuch  manoeuvres,  but  it  was  becaufe  the  difturb- 

ers 

danger  from  clubs,  and  that  a  free  republic  h  no  more  fecure 
againft  their  manoeuvres  than  a  free  kingdom. 


< 


'  On  the  fame  principles  with  thofe  in  France  are  founded 
1  the  democratic  focieties  in  this  country;  and  mould  they 
"  become  numerous  here,  as  they  are  there,  they  will  infalli- 
"  bly  have  a  fimilar  effe£L  Their  pretence  is,  to  watch 
*■  government — they  mean  the  fcederal  government.  But 
"  this,  like  each  of  the  ftate  governments,  is  chofen  by  the 
"  nation  at  large  ;  and,  of  courfe,  every  man  in  his  individual 
"  capacity  has  an  equal  right  and  an  equal  intereft:  in  watching 
"  its  meafures.  What  prefumption  then  is  it,  and  what  an 
"  ufurpation  of  the  rights  of  their  brethren,  for  private  aflb- 
"  ciations,  unauthorifed  by  the  laws,  to  arrogate  this  charge 
<l  to  themfelves  ?  Admitting  the  propriety  ot  fetting  a  watch 
"  upon  congrefs  and  the  prefident,  are  not  the  ftate  legiflatures 
"  fully  competent  to  the  bufinefs  ?  Is  not  their  intereft  at 
"  ftake,  and  their  jealoufy  always  awake,  ready  to  notice 
"  any  fault  or  error  in  the  general  government  ?  What  then 
"  is  there  for  thefe  private  affociations  to  do  ?  Good  they 
"  cannot  do;  and  if  they  do  any  thing,  it  mud  be  evil. 

"  Their  meetings  are  fo  many  collections  of  combuftibles  ; 
**  and  mould  they  be  generally  extended,  the  whole  country 
**  will  be  in  a  flame.  The  members  of  thole  focietie3,  by  vir- 
«'  tue  of  this  relation,  necefiarily  become  the  mere  tools  and 
"  dupes  of  their  artful  leaders,  who  have  their  own  ends  to 
"  ferve  by  all  their  profeflionsor'patriotifm.  '  The  moment 
"  a  man  is  attached  to  a  club,  his  mind  is  not  free  ;  he  re- 
"  ceives  a  bias  from  the  opinions  of  the  party  :  a  quellicn  in- 
"  different  to  him,  is  no  longer  indifferent,  when  it  materially 
"  affe&s  a  brother  of  the  fociety.  He  is  not  left  to  act  for 
il  himfelf ;  he  is  bound  in  honour  to  take  part  with  the  fecie- 
lf  ty — his  pride  and  his  prejudices,  if  at  war  with  hisopinioi:, 
4<  will  commonly  obtain  the  victory  ;  and  rather  than  incur 
"  the  ridicule  or  cenfure  of  his  ailociates,  he  will  countenance 
"  their  meafures,  at  all  hazards;  and  thus  an  independent  free- 
f '  man  is  converted  into  a  mere  walking  machine,  a  conven.- 
"  ent  engine  of  party  leaders.'  In  this  way  a  few  ambitiou.3 
<{  individuals  are   enabled  to   extend  their  influence  j  ^nd  as 

"  the] 
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ers  of  public  repofe  who  compofed  thofe  clubs 
having  the  power  to  create  disturbance,  never 
want  the  will,  and  that  if  there  is  not  a  Baftile  to 
overturn,  they  fet  about  overturning  a  General 
Wafhincrton. 

When  Robefpierre  had  got  quit  of  his  open 
enemies  in  the  interior,  the  firft  apparent  change 
was  in  the  greater  method  in  the  murders  com- 
mitted by  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  and,  of 
courfe,  greater  expedition;  the  next  thing  was 
the  difrepute  into  which  the  religion  of  reafon,  as 
inftituted  by  Hebert,  fell.  Chaumet,  and  Go- 
bet  the  bifhop  of  Paris,  who  had  contributed  to 
that  fete,  were  condemned  for  wifliing  to  intro- 
duce atheifm  into  France,  which  it  was  declared 

"  they  rife  in  power  ar.d  confequence,   to  infringe  upon  the 
"  liberty  of  the  public. 

"  Each  individual  member  of  the  ftate  mould  have  an  equal 
"  voice,  inele&ions;  but  the  individuals  of  a  club  have  more  than 
"  an  equal  voice,  becaufe  they  have  the  benefit  of  another  influ- 
"  ence,  that  of  extefiflve^rk'^  attachments,  which  come  in  aid 
"  of  each  man's  political  opinion.     And  juft  in  proportion  as 
"  the  members  of  a  club  have  an  undue  (hare  of  influence  in 
"  that  proportion  they  abridge  the  rights  of  their  fellow  citi- 
"  zfchs.     Ever;  club,  therefore,  formed  for  political  purpofes, 
"  is  an  crijlccr'acy  eftablifhed  over  their  brethren.      It  has  all 
"  the  properties  of  an  ar/JIocracy,  and  all  the  effe&s  of  tyran- 
"  ny.      It  is  a  literal   truth,  that  the  democratic  clubs  in  the 
"  United  States,  while  running  mad  with  the  abhorrence  of 
"  ariftocratic  influence,  are  attempting  to  eftablilh  precifely 
"  the  fame  influence  under  a  different  name.     And  if  any 
"  thing  will  refcue  this  country  from  the  jaws  of  faction,  it 
*(  mult  be  either  the  good  feiife  of  a  great  majority  of  Ame- 
««  ricans,  which  will  difcourage  private  political  allocations, 
"and  render   them  contemptible-,  or  the  controuling  po 
*«of  the  laws  cf  the   country,  which,  in  an  early  fbge,  (hall 
"  demoliflt  all  fuch  inftitutions,  and  fecure  to  each  indivi- 
"  dual,    iu    the  great  political  family    equal  rights  and    an 
;<  equal  (hare  of  influence  in  his  individual  capacity." 

Put 
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Pitt  and  Cobourg  were  at  the  bottom  of,  in  order 
to  animate  other  nations  againfl  the  French. 

The  fyftem  of  terror   now  came  to  its  laft 
pitch  of  perfection  :  amongft  a  variety  of  rulers 
who  differed  in  opinion,  if  there  were  a  number 
of  vengeances,  there   were  alfo  fome  who  were 
faved  from  punifhment  by  favour  and  protection ; 
but  Robefpierre  and  his  terrible  committee  had 
all  the  fame  enemies  and  the  fame  vengeances : 
accordingly  St.  Juft  made  a  report  from  the  com- 
mittee fufficiently  fevere  to  gratify  them.     This 
report  contained   twenty-fix  different  articles  to 
the  purpofe,  that  all  people  accufed  of  plotting 
againfl:  the  republic,  in  whatever  part  they  were, 
mould  be  brought  to  Paris  to  be  tried  by  the  re- 
volutionary   tribunal   ;    that  their    accomplices 
fhould  be  fought  after  and  brought  to  Paris  like- 
wife.     That  no   foreigners  nor  nobles  of  either 
fex  mould  be  allowed  to  remain  in  Paris,  nor  in 
any  of  the  frontier  or  maritime  cities  of  the  king- 
dom, from  which  they  were  to  be  obliged,  under 
pain  of  death,  to  depart  in  three  days :  that  all 
perfons  who  mall  ever  have  been  heard  to  fpeak 
againfl  the  revolution,  all  perfons  who  had  nei- 
ther trade  nor  profefhon,  unlefs  they  were  infirm 
or  lame,  fhould  be  tranfported  to   French  Guy- 
anne  :  that  all  citizens  who  do  not  difcover  thole 
who  hold  incivic  difcourfe,  or  are  guilty  of  other 
crimes,  are  to  be  confidered  as  accomplices. 

And,  in  addition  to  ail,  that  the  conftituted 

authorities  fhould  confine  themfelves  to  doing 
their  duty,  and  that  they  mould  be  immediately 
under  the  controul  of  the  committee  of  public 
fafety. 

This 
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This  was  laying  the  foundation  for  denuncia- 
tion and  punifhment,  without  any  fort  of  bounds 
or  reftri&ion. 

Although  the  number  of  perfons  put  to  death, 
and  the  obfcurity  of  the  greater  number  would 
render  it  tedious  and  dilgufting  to  enter  upon 
that  detail,  yet,  as  the  three  months  of  the  reign 
of  Robefpierre  and  his  committee  are  the  only 
example  of  pure  and  uncontrouled  republican 
tyranny,  we  cannot  pafs  over  it  without  taking 
notice  of  a  number  of  the  victims  who  from  cir- 
cumflances  were  the  mod  remarkable. 

On  the  1 9th  of  April  M.  de  la  Borde,  one  of 
the  richefl  bankers  and  merchants  in  France,  and 
feventy  years  of  age ;  M.  de  Guibeville,  an- 
cient prefident  of  the  parliament  of  Paris,  with 
his  daughter  and  grandaughter  ;  a  director  of  the 
India  Company,  and  counts,  counteffes,  fervants, 
and  common  workmen,  about  twenty  more  per- 
fons were  put  to  death. 

Next  day  fix  ancient  prefidents  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  Paris,  two  prefidents  of  la  cour  des  aides, 
and  fourteen  members  of  the  parliaments  of  Paris, 
Touloufe,  and  Dijon. 

Each  day  faw  the  fame  fcenes  renewed ;  the 
virtuous  M.  de  Malfherbes,  who  had  defended  hij 
royal  matter,  with  all  thofe  of  his  family  who 
remained  in  France ;  the  famous  and  once  po- 
pular M.  Defprimefnil,  who  firft  refilled  the  court 
in  1787  ;  the  Duchefs  of  Grammont,  the  Prin- 
cefs  Lubomirfka  (a  Polilh  princefs)  and  twenty- 
four  other  perfons,  befides  thirty-five  inhabitants 

of 
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•of  the  city  of  Verdun,  accufed  of  favouring  the 
Pruffians,  were,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days,  fent 
to  the  guillotine. 

The  Duke  de  Villeroi,  M.  Nicolai,  prefident 
of  the  grand  council,  M.  de  Crofne,  the  ancient 
lieutenant  of  the  police  of  Paris,  and  M.  Delany, 
civil  lieutenant  at  the  age  of  feventy- eight,  with 
thirty-fix  more  perfons  of  different  ranks  and 
fex,  and  from  eighteen  to  feventy  years  of  age-, 
fuffered  the  fame  fate. 

This  was  now  the  triumph  of  men  who  had  aU 
ways  feared  and  difobeyed  the  laws  over  thofe  who 
had  refpected  and  executed  them. 

All  thefe  bloody  fcenes  were  a£ting,  whilft  the 
combined  powers  were  advancing  in  the  month 
of  April ;  it  was  at  laft,  however,  impoffible  for 
the  committee  of  public  fafety  any  longer  to  con- 
ceal their  defeats,  and  accordingly  Barrere  mount- 
ed the  tribune  on  the  30th  of  that  month,  and, 
after  expatiating  againfl  the  ariflocrats,  who  ex- 
aggerated the  misfortunes  of  the  republic,  he  ii- 
nifhed  with  reprefenting  them  as  trifling,  and 
with  a  wifli,  that  he  had  the  lofs  of  fome  impor- 
tant place  to  announce,  which,  faid  he,  would 
waken  up  the  nation,  and  make  it  difplay  that 
energy  which  was  not  to  be  found  amongft  re- 
publicans, but  when  they  are  actuated  by  fhame 
and  revenge.* 

The  committee  a£ted  in  the  manner  of  the 
cruel  minifter  of  fome  Afiatic  defpot  j  the  people 

*    Barrere,  in  this  avowal,  does   not   do  great  honour  to 
!:he  republican  chara&er. 

were 
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■were  called  the  fovereign,  and  they  were  treated 
as  fome  fovereigns  are ;  their  paffions  were  flat* 
tered,  and  truth,  when  difagreeable,  fuppreffed. 
Defertion  was  at  this  time  fo  frequent  amonglt 
the  mafs  of  citizens,  from  the  age  of  eighteen  to 
twenty-five,  particularly  in  the  fouth  of  France, 
that  by  a  proclamation  of  the  commiflfaries,  Ro- 
befpierre  the  younger,  and  Salicetti,  all*  fuch, 
together  with  thofe  who  gave  them  fhelter,  were 
declared  as  traitors  to  the  country  :  they,  and  their 
relations  who  gave  them  an  afylum,  were  to  be 
delivered  over  to  the  tribunals  as  royalifls,  and 
the  municipalities  were  ordered  to  make  fearch 
after  fuch.  This  meafure  feemed  fo  excellent  to 
the  committee  that  ruled  in  Paris,  that  a  decree 
was  palfed,  rendering  it  general  for  the  whole 
kingdom. 

o 

Thus,  after  the  fyftem  of  liberty  and  equality 
had  profcribed  nobles,  clergymen,  and  rich  pro- 
prietors ;  after  it  had  made  a  number  of  laws, 
which,  from  their  feverity  and  general  fignifica- 
tion,  put  the  life  of  molt  of  the  inhabitants  m 
danger ;  by  one  clear  and  pofitive  law,  it  was 
made  death  for  any  young  man,  from  the  age  of 
eighteen  to  twenty-five,  to  be  feen  in  France  ex- 
cept in  the  armies. 

The  occafion  which  Barrere  had  affected  a  few 
days  before  to  feek  foon  arrived ;  on  the  4th  of 
May,  he  mounted  the  tribune,  rather,  however, 
as  it  he  wifhed  to  avoid  giving  the  news  of  the 
taking  of  a  city  belonging  to  the  republic. 
"  Citizens,"  faid  he,  "  vidory  has  abfented  it- 
"  fdffor  the  moment  from  the  French  camp,  but 
"  the  army  of  the  north  will  foon  compel  it  to 

Vol.  JI.  Z  s<  return. 


1 86  HISTORY    OF 

"  return.  Landrecy  is  no  longer  ours.'*  Be- 
fore this  news  was  certain  to  the  committee,  ad- 
ded he,  it  was  announced  with  a  melancholy 
voice  and  dejefted  countenance  by  many  per'bns 
who  are  ariftocrats  in  difguife,  and  who  affect,  to 
be  forry  though  they  inwardly  rejoice.  The 
ariftocracy  will  never  be  corrected,  it  muft  be 
annihilated ;  every  moment  tumults  are  excited 
in  the  large  towns  by  the  ariftocrats  on  pretext 
of  famine ;  fometimes  they  are  directed  againfl 
the  butchers,  fometimes  they  are  directed  againfl 
the  bakers,  and  when  the  mailers  are  not  excit- 
ed to  infurredlion,  the  workmen  are  excited 
againfl  them  for  an  advance  of  wages.  All 
thofe  efforts  are  directed  by  traitors,  againfl 
whom  we  ought  to  employ  every  exertion.  To 
this  complaint  followed  a  decree,  which  put  in  a 
flate  of  requifition  all  thofe  citizens  who  were 
employed  in  manufacturing,  carrying,  or  felling 
objects  of  neceffity.  A  fecond  decree  followed 
that,  ordering  the  public  accufer  to  profecute, 
before  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  all  thofe  who 
fpread  abroad  bad  news,  or  who  feem  to  have 
laid  a  plan  for  frightening  the  people. 

The  day  following  a  decree  was  paffed,  which 
tended  to  fend  the  whole  band  of  the  farmers- 
general  to  the  fcaffold.  The  whole  were  accufed 
of  mal-pra&ices  under  the  old  government,  and 
as  fuch  delivered  over  to  the  revolutionary  tri- 
bunal. 

Whilfl  Barrere  was  thus  exerted  in  averting 
the  anger  of  the  people  from  the  committee,  by 
pointmg  out  new  victims,  forty-eight  more  of 
the  number  mounted  the  fcaffold,  amongfl 
whom  were  the  two  brothers  Taflin  the  bankers, 

a  rich 
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a  rich  notary,  a  rich  flock  broker,  and  many 
gentlemen,  feveral  of  whom  were  above  feventy 
years  of  age. 

But  the  vengeance  of  the  committee  was  not 
io  be  fatisfied  with  fuch  victims,  whilfl  there  re- 
mained in  the  prifons  of  the  Temple  the  vir- 
tuous Madame  Elizabeth.  This  princefs,  againfl 
whom,  except  Hebert  and  his  companions,  no 
perfon  had  ever  ventured  to  utter  a  complaint, 
not  that  there  wanted  plenty  who  had  malevolence 
enough,  but  that  it  was  impofiible  to  give  any 
fort  of  probability  to  accufations  brought  againfl 
a  woman,  who,  to  benevolence  and  virtue,  added 
a  degree  of  moderation  and  prudence,  left  no 
foundation  for  attack. 

The  fame  day  that  twenty-eight  farmers-gene- 
ral mounted  the  fcaffoid,  this  princefs  was  fent 
for  from  the  Temple,  carried  before  the  tribunal, 
and,  without  either  defence  or  accufation,  was 
condemned,  and  immediately  fent  to  the  place  of 
execution.*  With  regard  to  an  act  of  injuflice 
towards  an  individual,  this  is,  perhaps,  during 
the  whole  of  the  revolution,  the  mofl  flagrant, 
the  mod  unprovoked,  and  the  mofl  ufelefs. 

*  The  interrogation  of  this  princefs  was  flopped  on  her 
faying  (he  \va3  aunt  to  the  king  :  no  other  crime  was  attempt- 
ed to  be  brought  to  her  charge  ,  fhe  was  immediately  fent  to 
the  place  of  execution,  and  even  the  fpe&ators  feemed  to  be 
forry,  fo  that  the  committee  loll  rather  than  gained  by  this 
cruel  act. 


O  Death  !  made  proud  by  pu'-e  and  princely  beauty, 
The  earth  hath  got  no  h«le  to  hold  this  tieed  !  !  ! 


Fifty 
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Fifty  more  victims  of  different  defcriptions, 
amongft  whom  were  many  of  the  very  lowed 
clafs  of  workmen  and  feveral  ancient  financiers 
and  nobles,  were  led  to  execution  next  day, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  farmers-general  were 
carried  off  by  one,  two,  or  three  at  a  time  ;  even 
the  great  age  of  M.  Mercier,  who  was  feventy-, 
eight,  and  whofe  mother  had  given  fuck  to 
Louis  XV.  could  not  fave  him  from  the  fate 
that  attended  his  companions. 

But  along  with  the  innocent  fell  alfo  many  per- 
fons  who  merited  richly  their  fate  ;  Jourdan,  fur- 
named  the  cutthroat,  who  had  prefided  at  the 
maffacres  of  Avignon,  now  fuffered  for  his  crimes. 
Robefpierre  had.new  armies  of  cut-throats  as  good 
as  this  man,  and  his  affected  pre-eminence,  by 
affuming  to  himfelf  a  title  which  belonged  equally 
to  all  the  minifters  of  the  tyrant,  was  of  itfelf 
a  fufficient  crime. 

It  would  not  have  been  at  all  furprifmg,  if 
fome  enraged  relation,  or  lover,  or  friend  of  one 
of  the  victims  of  Robefpierre,  had  really  affaf- 
finated  him,  but  there  was  but  one  Charlotte 
Cordy  in  France,  unlefs  fuch  as  exifted  in  Robe- 
fpierre's  imagination.  At  this  time,  however,  on 
the  2^rd  of  May,  one  Cecilia  Regnaut,  daughter 
of  a  ftationer  in  Paris,  who  feems  to  have  been 
deranged  in  her  mind,  but  without  having  any 
fixed  plan,  came  to  the  doer  of  the  houfe  where 
he  lodged  ;  her  queftions  made  her  fufpected  to 
thofe  who  fufpected  almoft  every  one,  and  fi;e 
was  conducted  to  prifon. 

Whether 
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Whether  this  foolifh  girl  really  intended  to  at- 
tempt taking  the  life  of  Robefpierre  or  not  is  of 
very  little  importance ;  but  it  ferved  as  an  occafion, 
in  conjunction  with  an  attempt  made  at  the  fame 
time  to  affaflinate  Collot  d'Herbois,  to  prop  the 
declining  popularity  of  thofe  violent  patriots,  and 
to  renew  the  enthufiafm  of  the  people.    In  the  Ja- 
cobin club,  Cuthon,  who  had,  overturned  the  Cor- 
deliers, propofed,  that  by  a  fpontanccus  movement 
the  club  fhould  folemnly  declare,  that  the  Britifh 
government,  the   authors  of  thofe  affaflinations 
and  crimes,  committed  againft  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  people,  was  guilty  of  le%e  humanity.     All 
the  members  rofe  to  approve  of  this.    Robefpierre 
in  perfon  was  prefent,  and  next  day  Barrere  made 
a  report  to  the  aftembly  on  the  fubject  of  the  af- 
faflinations, which  concluded  with  accufmg  Eng- 
land of  many  crimes  towards  the  republic  and  the 
neutral  powers,  and  directed  above   all   againft. 
the  national  reprefentatives.      It  was  upon  this 
occafion  that  a  decree  was  pad,  which  forbid  the 
foldiers  of  the  French  armies  to  give  any  quarter 
to  Engliih  or  Hanoverian  prifoners. 

Robefpierre  then  began  to  fpeak  :*  "  It  will 
"  be  a  fuperb  fubject  for  the  contemplation  of 
ce  pofterity,  it  is  already  a  fight  worthy  of  heav- 
"  en  and  earth,  to  fee  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
"  French  people  placed  upon  an  inexhauflible 
"  volcano  of  confpiracies,  with  one  hand  lay  at 
"  the  feet  of  the  Eternal,  the  homage  of  a  great 
"  people,  and  with  the  other  lance  thunder  againft 
"  the  tyrants  confpired  againft    them  ;   lay  the 

:   The  fpeech  of  the   tyrant   is   too  long  to  be  given  com- 
i  l<it< .  and  too  purious  not  to  hz  given  at  all. 

"  found- 
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"  foundations  of  the  firft  republic  in  the  world, 
!?  and  call  back  amongft  mortals,  exiled  liberty, 
"  juftice,  and  virtue. 

"  Surrounded  with  afTaffins,  I  have  already 
"  placed  myfelf  in  that  new  order  of  things  where 
"  they  wifh  to  fend  me.  I  am  no  longer  attach- 
"  ed  to  life  but  by  the  love  of  my  country,  and 
"  a  thirft  after  juftice ;  I  find  myfelf  more  and 
"  more  prepared  to  attack  with  energy  thofe 
<c  wicked  perfons  who  confpire  againfr.  my  coun- 
i6  try  and  the  human  race.  The  more  they  haf- 
Ci  ten  to  fend  me  hence,  the  more  I  will  exert 
66  myfelf  to  be  ufeful  to  my  fellow  creatures ;  I 
"  will  leave  them  at  lead  a  teftament  that  it  will 
"  frighten  tyrants  and  their  accomplices  to  read. 


"  The  defliny  of  the  republic  is  not  yet  made 
hire,  the  vigilance  of  the  representatives  of  the 
French  people  is  more  neceifary  than  ever. 


"  The  republic  does  not  depend  upon  riches, 
(i  nor  victory,  nor  dominion,  nor  momentary  en- 
"  thufiafm  ;  it  depends  on  the  wifdom  of  its  laws, 
Ci  but,  above  all,  on  public  virtue  ;  it  is  neceffary 
"  to  give  flability  to  law,  and  to  regenerate  man- 
"  ners.  If  either  of  thefe  fail,  there  will  then 
"  only  remain  error,  pride,  paffions,  factions,  am- 
"  bition,  avarice  ;  the  republic,  far  from  corre£t- 
6i  ing  fuch  vices,  will  give  them  free  fcope,  and 
"  vice  leads  naturally  to  tyranny.  Whoever  is 
£C  not  mailer  of  himfelf,  is  made  to  be  the  Have  of 
"  others.*     Would   you  know  who  the   ambi- 

*  The  ftrange  mixture  of  good  a^.d  bad  in  the  difcourfe  of 
democratic  leaders,  marks  evidently  a  derangement  of  intel- 
le&s. 

"  tious 
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"  tious  are  ?  Confider  who  tbofe  are  who  protect 
"  rogues ;  who  encourage  thofe  who  feck  to  de- 
"  llroy  the  revolution — thofe  who  execute  the 
crimes,  who  defpife  virtue,  and  corrupt  mo- 
rals. 


u 
It 


"  Some  perverfe  beings  have  contrived  to 
"  throw  the  republic  into  a  ftate  of  confufion  ; 
"  we  mud  extricate  it,  and  create  moral  and  po- 
"  litical  harmony.  The  French  people  has  two 
"  certain  guarantees  of  that  regeneration,  in  the 
principles  of  its  reprefentatives  and  its  own  vir- 
tue. It  is  eafy  to  confolidate  liberty,  or  eafy 
"  to  deftroy  it.  If  France  were  governed  only 
"  for  a  few  months  by  a  corrupted,  a  mi/taken 
affembly,  liberty  would  be  undone.  Your 
unanimity  and  energy  have  aflonifhed  and  con- 
"  vinced  Europe  ;  if  you  know  that  as  well  as 
"  our  enemies  do,  you  would  eafily  triumph. 

"  I  have  mentioned  the  virtue  of  the  people, 
"  and  that  virtue  proved  by  the  whole  of  the  re- 
"  volution,  is  not  fufficient  alone  to  defend  us 
"  againft  factions.  Why  fo  ?  becaufe  there  are 
"  two  peoples  in  France ;  the  one  is  the  mafs  of 
"  pure  citizens,  plain  men,  lovers  of  juftice  and 
"  liberty. 

"  The  other  people  is  compofed  of  the  factious 
"  intriguers  ;  it  is  that  babbling  mountebank, 
"  artificial  people,  which  fills  every  place,  and 
abufes  every  thing  ;  which  fills  the  tribune  , 
and  often  difcharges  public  functions.  It  is 
"  that  people  of  rogues,  ftrangers,  and  counter- 
M  revolutionary   hypocrites,*  who   place  them- 

"  felves 

•  All  thefc  epithets  would  not  have  been  fufficient,  with- 
out the  word  counter-revolution.     In  Ln  Fayette's day^»  two 

thieve** 
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"  felves  between  the  French  people  and  their  re- 
ii  prefentatives,  to  deceive  the  one  and  calumni- 
"  ate  the  other,  and  to  counteract  their  opera- 
u  tions.  As  long  as  that  impure  race  mall  exift, 
"  the  republic  will  be  unhappy,  and  its  duration 
"  precarious  ;  it  is,  your  bufmefs  to  deliver  it  by 
<c  an  awful  energy,  and  by  a  determined  unanim- 
"  ity.  Thofe  who  feek  to  divide  us,  and  to  ftop 
"  the  progrefs  of  government,  thofe  who  cry 
"  out  every  day  againft  it,  and  who  form  a  dan- 
"  gerous  coalition  to  oppofe  government,  are 
"  your  enemies,  and  the  enemies  of  your  coun- 
"  try  ;  they  are  the  agents  of  other  nations,  and 
"  the  fucceffors  of  Briifot,  Hebert,  and  Danton. 

"  In  faying  fuch  things,  perhaps  I  am  fharpen- 
"  ing  thofe  poignards  which  are  directed  againfl 
me,  and  it  is  therefore  that  I  fay  them.  Per- 
fevere  in  your  principles  and  in  your  triumph- 
ant career,  you  will  then  ftifle  crimes  and  fave 
"  your  country. — I  have  lived  long  enough 

"  I  have  lived  long  enough,  I  have  feen  the 
"  French  people  rife  from  the  meanefl  llavery  to 
"  the  height  of  republican  virtue  and  glory.  I 
"  have  yet  feen  a  greater  wonder  Hill ;  a  prodigy 
"  which  the  corruption  of  monarchical  govern- 
■"  ment,  and  the  inexperience  of  the  firft  period 
"  of  our  revolution,  made  us  regard  as  impofil- 
ble ;  an  affembly  inverted  with  the  power  of 
the  French  nation,  marching  with  a  rapid  and 
firm  ftep  towards  public  happinefs,  devoted  to 
"  the  caufe  of  the  people,  and  to  the  triumph  of 

"  equality, 

thieves  were  murdered  by  the  people  for  Sealing  filyer  fpoons. 
The  citizens  of  Paris  were  enraged  at  the  mob,  till  they  were 
informed  that  they  were  ariftccratical  thieves. 
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"  equality,  worthy  of  giving  to  the  world  the 
"  fignal  of  liberty,  and  the  example  of  all  the 
"  virtues. 


Finifh,  citizens,  finifh  your  fublitne  defliny  ; 
you  have  placed  us  in  the  front  to  fuftain  the 
"  firft  attack  of  the  enemies  of  humanity — we 
"  merit  that  honour,  and  we  will  trace  for  you, 
':  with  our  blood,  the  road  to  immortality.  May 
(;  you  always  difplay  that  unalterable  energy  of 
c;  which  you  (land  in  need,  to  ftifle  all  the  mon- 
"  iters  of  the  univerfe  combined  againft  you,  and 
"  at  lad  enjoy  the  public  benedictions  due  to 
"  your  virtue."* 

Such  was  the  fpeech  of  Robefpierre,upon  which 
the  only  comment  neceffary  is,  to  contrail  it 
with  his  own  actions,  and  with  the  actions  of 
thofe  whom  he  celebrated  as  virtuous  republi- 
cans. 

During  all  thefe  harangues  about  virtue  and 
juftice,  and  the  purity  of  the  people,  and  of  their 
reprefentatives,  the  executions  of  fufpe&ed  per- 
fons  went  on  ;  from  ten  to  fifteen  were  executed 
every  day,  and  a  new  degree  of  terror,  and  activ- 
ity of  punimmcnt  was  preparing. 

Robefpierre  had  now  reigned  fome  time  alone; 
and  what  for  himfelf  was  more  dangerous,  the 
people  faw  that  he  reigned  alone,  and  his  col- 
leagues  felt  it,  fo  that  though  all  the  fettions  of 
Paris  came  to  congratulate  him  and  the  affembly 
on  his  efcape,  his  popularity  was  on  the  decline, 
Bourdon  de  l'Oife  and  Talien  were  the  firft  who 


*  This  was  on  the  25th  of  May. 

Vol.  TT.  A  a  ventured 
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ventured  to  mew  their  discontentment  openly, 
and  from  the  moment  they  did  fo,  it  was  looked 
upon  as  certain  that  they  mult  fall,  unlefs  they 
ihould  be  lucky  enough  to  overcome  the  tyrant. 

The  fpeech  of  Robefpicrre  was  certainly  in- 
tended to  give  hopes  to  the  people,  and  as  a 
threat  held  out  to  his  enemies;  but  what  were  the 
people,  were  they  to  be  catched  with  profeffions 
of  virtue  and  juftice  from  the  mouth  of  Robef- 
pierre?  or  his  enemies,  could  they  be  intimidated, 
when  it  had  fo  long  been  known  that  the  lead 
fufpicion  was  fufficient  to  carry  his  nioft  intimate 
friend  to  the  guillotine  ? 

The  tyrant  had  faid,  his  time  was  but  fhort, 
and  he  would  employ  it  well,  accordingly  he  fet 
about  a  fete  in  honour  of  the  Supreme  Being, 
which  was  juft  as  ridiculous  as  any  of  the  other 
fetes  of  Hebert  and  his  ailbciates. 

Robefpierre  acted  as  high  prieft  in  this  cere- 
mony, which  was  intended  to  dcflroy  Atheiim  ;* 
and  which  the  people  thought  was  to  re-inflate 
the  Supreme  Being  in  his  rights.  But  neither 
farcical  ceremonies,  nor  unmeaning  phrafes,  could 

*  This  fete  was  celebrated  in  the  garden  of  the  Thuille- 
ries  ;  Robefpierre,  after  preaching  a  fort  of  lermon,  de- 
fcended  from  a  balcony  of  the  p-ale.ee,  with  a  lighted  flam- 
beau, and  fet  fire  to  a  monument  reprefenting  Atheifm- 
Whtii  this  monument  was  reduced  to  allies,  a  ftatue  of  Pal- 
is s,  reprefenting  Wifdom,  llarted  up  as  by  enchantment  ; 
from  thence  they  went  to  the  Champ  de  Mars,  and  the  cere- 
mony nnifhed  with  appiaufe  bellowed  on  Robefpierre,  v,  ho 
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long  contain  the  people,  who  faw  their  airfares 
triumphant  in  Flanders,  who  were  therefore  no 
longer  afraid  of  invaiion,  but  who  i till  wanted 
bread  and  a  change  of  matters. 

Two  days  after  the  fete  of  the  Supreme  Being 
had  been  given,  Cuthon  (on  the  iotfa  of  June) 
came  to  the  aflembly,  and  propofed  a  decree  on 
the  new  organization  of  the  revolutionary  tribu- 
nal, which  may  be  confidered  as  the  laft  perfec- 
tion given  to  the  fyflcm  of  terror,  and  the  max- 
imum of  human  ferocity  and  injuitice,  and  as 
fuch  merits  being  preferred  for  an  example  to 
poflerity, 

After  three  articles  which  regulate  the  form  of 
fcbe  tribunal,  a  fourth  article  declares,  that  it  is 
inftituted  for  puniemig  the  enemies  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

The  enemies  of  the  people  are  defined  to  be, 
all  thoi'c  who  fearch  to  deflroy  liberty  by  force  or 
by  fraud  ;  thofe  who  feek  to  eftablilh  royalty,  or 
to  deflroy  ihe  convention  and  the  revolutionary 
and  republican  government,  of  which  it  is  the 
center. 

Thofe  who,  as  commanders  in  the  armies,  or 
in  any  public  office,  or  military  office,  have  held 
correfpondence  with  the  enemies  of  the  republic  : 
who  have  Liboured  to  promote  famine,  or  to  pre- 
vent pro  virions  from  arriving  at  the  armies  or  into 
Paris. 

The  enemies  of  the  people  are  thofe  who  fe- 
cond  the  powers  at  war  with  France  by  conniv- 
ing 
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ing  at  the  retreat  or  evafion  of  confpirators  and 
ariftocrats ;  thofe  who  perfecute  or  calumniate 
patriots,  who  bribe  members  of  the  convention, 
or  who  find  fault  with  the  principles  of  the  revo- 
lution, or  the  laws  or  meafures  of  government, 
by  falfe  and  perfidious  explanations. 

Thofe  who  deceive  the  people  are  the  enemies  of 
the  people,  to  lead  them  into  errors  unfavourable 
to  liberty. 

Thofe  who  difcourage  the  people,  in  order  to 
favour  the  tyrants  coalefced  againft  France. 

Thofe  who  have  fpread  falfe  news,  to  divide 
and  trouble  the  people. 

Thofe  who  have  fought  to  lead  the  people  into 
wrong  opinions,  and  to  prevent  their  inflruclion  ; 
to  deprave  and  corrupt  their  manners  and  the 
public  confeience  ;  to  change  the  energy  and  pu- 
rity of  revolutionary  and  republican  principles, 
or  to  ftop  their  progrefs,  either  by  counter-revolur 
tionary  writings,  or  other  infidious  machinations. 

The  punijhment  for  all  crimes  brought  before  the 
revolutionary  tribunal  is  death. 

The  proof  neceffary  for  pronouncing  a  ver- 
dict, is  every  kind  of  document,  whether  mare- 
rial  or  moral  (moral  documents  are  a  new  in- 
vention) ;  whether  written  or  verbal,  which  car- 
ries naturally  evidence  with  itfelf. 

The  rule  of  judgments  is  the  confeience  of  the 
Jurymen j  their  view  is  to  enfure  the  triumph  of 

liberty 
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liberty  ;  the  means  is  fuch  proceedings  as  good 
fenfe  dictates,  as  being  proper  for  determining 
the  truth  of  fads. 

Every  citizen  has  a  right  to  feize  and  carry 
before  the  magistrates  all  confpirators,  and  is 
bound  to  denounce  all  thofe  he  knows  to  be 
fuch. 

The  convention  alone  can  deliver  over  the  ac- 
cufed  to  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  committees  of  public  fafety,  and 
of  general  furety,  and  the  members  of  the  alfem- 
bly  lent  out  upon  commiflion  ;  but  the  constitu- 
ted authorities  may  do  fo  if  they  have  the  per- 
milfion  of  the  two  committees. 

Examination  privately  is  fupprefied.* 

If  there  exifts  proofs,  either  material  or  moral, 
independent  of  teftimonial  proofs,  //  luill  not  be 
necefjliry  to  hear  or  examine  ivitnefes,  unlefs  when 
that  formality  is  neceffary  io  find  out  the  accom- 
plices. 

The  law  gives  for  defenders  to  patriots,  who 
are  accufed,  patriotic  jurymen  as  voluntary  advo- 
cates ;f  it  allows  none  for  confpirat&rs. 

This  criminal  code  would  require  no  fort  of 

Under  f.ich  a  criminal  code,  it  would  be  pofiible  to  at- 
tack, any  perfon  whom  it  might  think,  convenient  to  condemn. 

•f  Defenfeurs  officicux — perfons,  whether  lawyers  or  not, 
who  plead  without  hire,  fometimes  of  their  own  accord, 
fometimes  by  order  of  the  court,  but  by  the  name  it  was 
originally,  probably,  a  voluntary  fcrvicc. 

commentary. 
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commentary,  were  it  not  that  it  is  only  putting 
in  writing  what  had  been  the  practice  during  the 
greateft  portion  of  the  revolution,  which  an 
Englifh  orator  declared  was  the  moft  glorious 
fabric  of  integrity  ever  raifed  by  man.  Another 
Englifh  orator  fpoke  of  the  diitinction  between 
the  true  public  and  the  falfe.  We  fee  that  Ro- 
befpierre  in  his  fpeech,  after  the  attack  meditated 
on  his  life,  fpoke  alio  of  the  true  people  and  the 
falfe  ;  fo  that  it  appears  that  great  ftatefmen  in 
all  countries  (tumble  nearly  upon  the  fame  ideas, 
and  that  Robefpierre  was  not  removed  in  theory 
fo  very  widely  from  Englifh  patriots,  as  he  hap- 
pened to  be  by  the  circumflances  of  the  times 
and  his  own  fituation. 

In  the  time  of  the  firfl  aflfembly,  Robefpierre 
was  fufpecled  of  having  too  much  humanity;  but 
we  fee  how  revolutions  improve  men,  and  deve- 
lope  their  characters  ;  by  giving  fcope  to  the  ap- 
plication of  theory,  we  fee  how  that  camelion 
ambition,  leads  men  to  change  their  manner  of 
acting. 

When  Cataline  by  rapine  fwell'd  his  ftore, 
And  Csefar  made  a  noble  dame  a  whole  ; 
In  this  the  luft,  in  that  the  avarice, 
Were  means,  not  ends,  ambition  was  the  vice  ; 
For  had  that  Ccefar  liv'd  in  Scipio's  days, 
He'd  aim'd  like  him  by  chafiity  at  praife  ; 
Lucullus,  when  frugality  could  charm, 
Had  roalted  turnips  at  the  Sabine  farm. 

We  mu(l  never  trull  much  to  the  humanity  of 
theorifts,  who  are  willing  to  let  loofe  the  people 
for  the  fake  of  an  experiment.     The  alchymifl  is 

avaricious 
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avaricious,  but  he  is  not  economical.*  A  refor- 
mer, who  will  talk  a  week  to  fave  a  feditious 
man  from  the  gallows,  would,  perhaps,  hazard 
the  lives  of  a  million  of  his  fellow  fubjects  in  or- 
der to  try  an  experiment,  and  when  once  in  dan- 
ger of  lofmg  his  credit  by  his  bad  fuccefs,  he 
would,  when  half  his  country  was  covered  with 
maffacre.3,  and  himielf  on  the  brink  of  deftruc- 
tion,  invoke,  even  in  the  jaws  of  death,  his  fa- 
vourite fyftem. 

In  Briffot's  time,  the  fupreme  court  at  Orleans 
was  conflrucled  nearly  upon  the  fame  principle  as 
the  revolutionary  tribunal,  and  Garan  de  Cou- 
lomb a  famous  philanthrope,  and  his  intimate 
friend,  was  one  of  the  leading  members  of  that 
court.  M.  de  Leffart ;  the  minifter  ;  La  Riviere, 
the  juftice  of  the  peace,  and  the  other  forty-five 
victims,  afterwards  immolated  to  the  patriotic 
fury  of  the  people,  were  all  fent  to  that  court  to 
be  tried  for  nondefcript  crimes  againit  the  people ; 
and  this  Briifot  was  the  friend,  and  fome  fuppofe, 
the  model  of  patriots  in  England.  The  diflance 
between  reformers  in  this  country  and  in  France, 
is  not  therefore  fo  great  in  reality  as  it  may  appear 
to  be. 

It  would  only  be  a  fair  precaution  for  the  na- 
tion to  take,  for  its  own  fafety,  to  have  the  French 

*  Is  not  there  a  great  fmih'tude  between  the  charlatan  who 
Jupcd  Balbinus  of  his  gold,  irt  order  to  make  him  rich,  and 
the  charlatans,  who  enflaved  and  ruined  Fiance,  by  way  of 
making  it  free  and  happy  ?  More  gold,  Balbinus,  and  more 
Mood,  Pariiians ;  new  experiments  wiH  enfure  fuccefs;  and 
in  fo  talking,  alchy  mills  lofe  their  gold,  and  nations  their 
liberty. 

laws 
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laws  printed  for  the  infpe&ion  of  lawyers  and  ju- 
rymen, when  the  trial  of  perfons  who  are  afthe 
amateurs  of  French  liberty,  are  to  come  on ;  it 
would  form  a  glorious  contrail  for  England,  and 
perhaps  might  convince  the  amateurs  themfelves 
of  their  miftake. 

What  would  a  learned  counfellor  here  fay  to 
that  article  which  fets  afide  evidence  by  witnefs 
where  there  are  moral  documents  ?  or  to  that  which 
allows  defenders  to  patriots,  but  none  to  confpi- 
rators  ?  Attention  being  duly  paid  to  the  circum- 
ftances,  that  it  is  not  merely  a  matter  of  chance 
that  brings  men  before  a  tribunal,  and  that  till  a 
defence  is  made,  it  is  impoflible,  to  know  whe- 
ther the  accufed  is  a  patriot  or  a  confpirator. 

The  worihip  of  a  Supreme  Being  had  been  de- 
creed, and  it  would  appear  that  Robefpierre, 
when  he  united  in  himfelf  the  functions  of  Mofes 
and  Aaron,  was  determined  that  facrihces  mould 
not  be  wanting.  A  new  confpiracy  was  disco- 
vered by  his  emiflaries,  and  befides  the  common 
victims  of  the  day,  a  number  of  nobles  and  princes 
were  fent  to  the  guillotine  as  accomplices  of  the 
girl  who  was  fufpected  of  an  intention  to  murder 
the  lawgiver  and  high  priefl,   Robefpierre. 

The  whole  family  of  the  foolifh  girl,  her  fa- 
ther, brother,  uncles,  aunts,  all  were  fent  to  the 
place  of  execution;*  fo  that  as  a  fort  of  atone- 
ment 


*  It  has  appeared  fince  by  the  declaration  of  Fouquier  Tin- 
ville,  who  was  public  accuier  at  this  time,  that  Robefpierre 
wiihed  more  people  to  be  executed  upon  this  occalion,  in  order 
to  give  the  affair  greater  eclat,  but  that  he  had  obje&edto  it 

as 
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Blent  far  the  deed  intended,  feventy-two  victims 
mounted  the  fcaffold,  amongfh  whom  were  twen- 
ty-one ancient  judges  of  the  parliament  of  Thou- 
loufe. 

To  this  confpiracy  fucceeded  one  of  another 
fort.  An  old  devotee,  who  had  a&ed  the  pro- 
phetcfs  in  the  time  of  the  conflituent  afiembly, 
acted  now  the  fame  fort  of  farces  in  France,  that 
Mr.  Brothers  and  his  friends  have  been  employed 
at  in  England.  This  old  girl,  Mifs  Theos,  as 
Vadier  declared  in  his  accufation,  is  at  the  head 
of  a  counter-revolutionary  afiembly  ;  fhe  pretends 
to  be  infpired  of  God,  and  promifes  immortality 
to  her  followers,  and  many  of  thofe  who  have 
never  done  any  thing  for  nor  againfl  the  revolu- 
tion are  of  the  number.  She  fits  in  an  armed 
chair,  which  fhe  pretends  is  to  be  the  throne  of 
Louis  XVII.  The  young  prince  has  already  been 
inaugurated  in  effigy.  Dom.  Gerle,  a  democrat 
in  the  beginning  of  the  revolution,  and  member 
of  the  firfi  afiembly,  applies  the  enigmas  of  the 
apocalypfe  to  the  events  that  are  now  pafiing,  and 
fwears,  that  the  old  girl  is  infpired,  that  me  ?o  a 
prophetefs.  In  fhort,  Vadier  concludes  with  de- 
manding, that  the  whole  of  that  fanatical  afiem- 
bly fhould  be  delivered  up  to  the  guillotine,  and 
orders  be  given  to  fearch  out,  arreft,  and  deliver 
over  for  trial  the  whole  of  their  adherents  and  ac- 
complices, moft  of  whom,  he  had  already  faid, 

as  being  too  ridiculous,  that  it  would  be  feen  through  by  the 
people.  The  victims  on  this  occallon  were  treated  with  par- 
tieular  marks  of  infamy,  each  had  on  a  red  fhirt  in  fign  of 
aflafiination.  Many  of  them  had  been  in  prifon  long  before 
the  plot  agninfl  the  tyrant  had  been  thought  of. 

Vol.  II.  B  b  were 
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were  idle  people,  who  had  never  done  any  thing 
for  nor  againft  the  revolution.* 

Day  after  day  brought  on  its  pretended  confpi- 
racies  and  punifhments ;  f  the  guillotine  was 
removed  to  another  quarter,  for  the  fake  of  the 
fpectators,  and  orders  were  given  to  dig  trenches 
out  of  the  city,  in  order  to  prevent  the  number 
of  the  dead  bodies  from  bringing  on  a  difeafe  by 
infecting  the  air. 

As  a  fpecimen  of  juftice  in  civil  matters  which 
is  fit  to  be  hung  up  oppofite  to  the  decrees  con- 
cerning revolutionary  crimes,  the  following  were 
adopted  in  the  beginning  of  July,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent ariftocratic  farmers  from  mifapplying  the 
grain  of  the  republic. 

i.  The  produce  of  the  harveft  is  put  under  the 
watch  of  the  citizens,  and  confided  to  their  care 
and  their  probity. 

This  firfl  article  is  what  they  called  the  oil  put 
upon  the  wedge  to  make  it  enter. 

2.  Grain  of  all  forts  is  put  in  a  ftate  of  requisi- 
tion for  the  ufe  of  the  armies. 

*  What  rauft  Mr.  Halhed,  M.  P.  think  of  treating  thus 
an  old  prophetefs  and  her  adherents  ? 

f  Amongft  the  victims  of  this  peried  were  twenty-two 
young  girls,  from  feventeen  to  twenty-five  years  of  age.  Bab- 
bling againft  the  revolution  was  their  crime  : 


lis  avent  tcnu  des  propos  contre  la  revolution. 
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3.  As  foon  as  the  harveft  is  over,  an  account 
will  be  made  out  of  what  it  has  produced. 

4.  Each  farmer  fhall  be  obliged  to  give  in  a 
declaration  of  the  quantity  and  quality  of  his  pro- 
ductions, and  to  fign  the  declaration,  which  is 
afterwards  to  be  verified,  and  what  fhall  have 
been  concealed  fhall  be  confifcated  by  a  juftice  of 
the  peace. 

A  number  of  other  articles  follow,  which  are 
only  intended  for  alluring  the  execution  of  this 
decree.* 

As  tyrants  are  always  deceived  by  their  flaves, 
the  convention,  which  had  declared  the  people  to 
be  the  fovereign,  dared  not  to  confefs  the  defeat 
of  the  1  ft  of  June  by  fea.f  After  delaying  two 
weeks  to  give  any  account  of  that  affair,  Barrere 
began  his  report,  by  afking  with  what  new  mark 
of  honour  they  fhould  diflinguifh  their  conquer- 
ing heroes,  and  finifhed  by  proving,  that  the  Eng- 
iifh  were  beat ;  that  the  French  had  not  only  got 

*  It  is  to  this  decree  that  is  to  be  attributed  the  great  fear- 
city  of  com  in  France  fince  that  time.  It  mud  be  obferved, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  though  the  decree  was  only  pafTed 
now,  it  had  been  executed  during  the  lafl  twelve  months  by 
the  ambulant  commiffaries. 

f  It  was  at  this  time  that  a  confpiracy  was  difcovered  at 
Turin,  which  had  been  fet  on  foot  by  French  emifTaries,  and 
which  had  for  its  object.,  to  put  the  royal  family  into  the  hands 
of  the  confpirators,  and  overturn  the  government  during  an 
inf.ivreclion  which  was  to  have  been  excited.  A  body  or" 
French  troops  was  to  have  arrived  at  a  fignal  given ;  the  confpi- 
rators were  to  have  mafTacred  the  royal  family,  and  Icize  the 
arfenal  and  the  citadel. 

their 
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their  merchant  fliips  from  America  fafe  hom„. 
but  that  the  French  fhips  of  war  had  been  inferior 
in  number  and  fuperior  in  battle  to  the  Eno-Hfh  ; 
that  a  captain,  who  was  a  traitor,  had  indeed  let 
the  Engliih  admiral  out  the  line,  which  was  un- 
fortunate, but  that  the  traitor  would  be  punilhed. 

Flattery  for  the  people  in  a  mals  and  cruelty  in 
detail — fuch  were  the  means  of  Robefpierre,  and 
in  that  he  imitated,  in  part,  the  conduct  of  Louis 
the  Fourteenth,  who  firft  difcovered,  that  if  the 
French  were  nattered,  and  thought  themfelves 
the  greateft  nation  in  Europe,  they  would  confent 
to  be  the  molt  miferable  ;  not,  indeed,  that  Louis 
the  Fourteenth  was  cruel,  but  he  was  oppreffive, 
and  he  was  as  much  attached  to  his  own  glory  as 
the  nation  was  to  theirs,  and  both  king  and  peo- 
ple thought,  that  to  diiturb  their  neighbours 
was  the  road  to  greatnefs. 

Barrere  knew  that  every  thing  is  comparative, 
and  to  prop  the  falling  credit  of  his  chief,  he  did 
precifely  what  Englifh  Jacobins  do  to  make  difcon  - 
tents  here:  he  wifhed  to  prove,  that  the  French 
were  free  and  Englifh  flaves :  four  patriots  here 
fay  the  fame  thing)  he  knew  that  the  two  nations 
are  in  a  perpetual  habit  of  drawing  comparifons, 
and  that  neither  is  contented  but  in  proportion 
as  it  furpafles  the  other  in  happinefs,  or  liberty, 
or  glory. 

Formerly,  the  French  were  contented  to  be 
more  polite,  and  to  fee  the  fine  arts  flourifh  more 
in  Paris  than  in  London,  to  have  a  more  brilliant 
court,  and  to  laugh  at  the  ferocity,  as  they  called 
it,  of  the  Englifh :  but  they  allowed  they  were 
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not  fo  free  as  the  Englifh.  Barrere,  however, 
chufes  that  they  (hall  have  the  joy  of  excelling 
their  rivals  in  every  thing  ;  in  giving  his  account 
of  taking  Oitend,  where,  he  faid,  many  mips 
and  military  (tores  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  republic,  which  was  not  quite  true,  becaufe 
they  did  not  get  one  fingle  fhip,  and  but  few 
(lores.     He  goes  on  with  the  following  abufe. 

It  is  now,  fays  Barrere,  to  the  great  lords  of 
parliament  in  England,  and  the  difinterefted 
orators  of  the  commons,  to  vote  an  addrefs  of 
thanks  to  the  paternal  government  of  George, 
for  the  taking  of  Ypres  and  Oftend,  Mons  and 
Charleroi.  Let  them  not  forget  the  battle  of 
Fleureus,  which,  like  that  of  Jemappe,  has  gi- 
ven Belgia  to  the  victorious  French. 

What  does  that  treacherous  and  ferocious 
people  want  ?  Slave  at  home,  defpot  on  the 
continent,  and  pirate  at  fea !  What  can  that 
people  expefl;  in  return  for  fo  many  crimes  ?  Docs 
it  yet  think  to  rule  over  the  Seine  and  the 
Thames  ?  The  Englim  monarchy,  will  it  yet 
long  provoke  the  republican  indignation  of 
France  ?  No,  you  will  be  punifhed  London,  fcl- 
fifld  and  jhopkeeping  city,  thy  lot  is  thrown,  and 
thv  deftiny  begins  to  be  written  on  the  harbour 
of  Oftend, 

No  correfponding  fociety  in  this  country  could 
fpeak  more  degradingly  of  England,  nor  in  more 
lofty  terms  of  the  French  republicans  ;  but  fomc 
of  them  have  equalled  Barrere;  and  yet  the  pride 
of  Englifimien  has  not  been  awakened.  The 
French  formerly  were  diftinguilhed  for  vanity  and 
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familiarity,  and  the  Englifh  for  diftant  pride ; 
but  the  latter  feem  now  to  have  abandoned  all 
regard  for  the  importance  and  reputation  of  their 
country,  for  it  is  now  a  mark  of  patriotism  to 
run  it  down,  to  fay  that  it  is  degraded,  ruined, 
&tid  enflaved.  This  is  precifely  what  M.  Barrere 
fays  to  animate  his  countrymen.* 

But  all  thofe  eloquent  and  flattering  harangues 
were  incapable  of  preventing  the  downfall  of  Ro- 
befpierre,  and  the  fame  Barrere  who  made  them 
prepared  now  to  follow  fortune  and  abandon  his 
matter.  Paris  had  long  been  in  mifery,  and  in 
fear  of  an  invading  enemy  ;  it  was  flill  in  mifery, 
but  no  longer  in  fear,  therefore  the  parties  had 
liberty  to  acl:,  and  now  prepared  for  Robefpierre 
the  fame  downfall  which  he  had  brought  upon 
fo  many  of  his  rivals. 

The  committee  of  public  fafety,  which  go- 
verned all,  but  which  Robefpierre  governed  by 
means  of  the  Jacobin  club,  was  divided  into  two 
parties,  but  that  of  Robefpierre's  was  the  flrongeft. 
Neverthelefs,  as  the  tyrant  had  of  late  frequently 
been  attacked  by  Talien,  Bourdon,  and  others, 
and  as  he  had  not  been  fo  much  applauded  lately 

*  Several  other  pieces  of  Barrere's  difcourfe  are  capital  in 
the  Jacobin  way.  Kings,  fays  Barrere,  mufl  ceafe  to  exifl 
before  they  ceafe  to  confpire  againit  liberty  ;  they  will  ceafe 
to  exiil  when  they  have  no  longer  money,  nor  taxes,  nor 
foldiers,  nor  authority  ;  let  us,  then,  make  a  war  of  exter- 
mination with  them.  Reckon  that  we  have  twelve  millions 
of  foldiers,  and  that  they  are  all  of  one  family  ;  let  us  look 
with  pity  on  thofe  thoufands  of  {laves  whom  the  emperor 
fends  to  the  (laughter  with  ftrokes  of  canes,  the  king  of 
Pruffia  with  flaps  of  fabrcs,  and  whom  the  Duke  of  York 
makes  drunk  with  rum  and  with  gin,  &c. 
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in  the  club  as  ufual,  his  adherents  began  to  cal- 
culate the  poflibility  of  his  fall ;  and  in  this,  as 
in  all  the  other  infurrections,  we  fhall  fee,  that 
the  party  which  thinks  kfeif  the  ftiongeft,  and  is 
thought  to  be  fo,  inftantly  becomes  io. 

Robefpierre  feems  either  to  have  been  in  fome 
degree  deranged  in  his  mind,  or  to  have  depended 
folely  on  the  Jacobin  club  for  fupport  againit  his 
enemies ;  for  during  the  latter  part  of  the  month 
of  June,  and  the  month  of  July,  he  feemed  to 
have  totally  abandoned  all  regard  for  his  power 
in  the  committee  and  his  popularity  in  the  aftem- 
bly,  and  he  was  perpetually  at  the  fittings  of 
the  club,  in  wich,  however,  he  did  not  meet 
with  the  fame  applaufe  as  formerly. 

This  abfence  from  the  committee  gave  the 
members  more  occafion  to  differ  amongfl  them- 
felves,  and  thofe  who  were  the  enemies  of  Ro- 
befpierre more  opportunity  to  cabal  againfl  him. 
The  infurrecrion  againft  Robefpierre  was  moil 
probably  retarded  by  the  fort  of  popularity  which 
his  affaffination  had  given  him,  and  in  confequence 
of  the  addreffes  of  congratulation  which  were  every 
day  arriving  from  the  clubs,  now  called  popular 
focieties,  of  the  provinces ;  which,  in  imitation 
of  Barrere,  threw  all  the  blame  of  the  meditated 
affailination  on  their  two  (talking  horfes,  the  ex- 
ecrable Pitt  and  that  vile  nation  of  Haves  and 
robbers  the  Englifh.  The  applaufes  of  thofe  fo- 
cieties were  unanimous  and  violent  in  favour  of 
the  decree,  which  ordered  that  all  Englifh  pri- 
foners  mould  be  put  to  death. 

The 
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The  national  convention,  though  Robefpierre 
did  not  now  preponderate  there  as  ufual,  does  not 
feem  to  have  become  more  jufl ;  for,  under  the 
pretext  that  thofe  merchants,  whofe  partners  had 
emigrated,  received  fums  due  to  thofe  emigrants, 
it  was  decreed,  that  the  partners  in  all  fuch 
houfes  mould,  in  twenty-four  hours,  give  up 
their  books  to  be  examined  and  marked  by  the 
adminiflrators  of  diilrifls,  and  that  the  property 
belonging  to  thofe  who  had  emigrated  fhould  be 
delivered  up  under  pain  of  death. 

A  decree  was  made  at  the  fame  time,  which 
for  its  Angularity  deferves  mention  :  all  directors 
of  diligences  and  public  carriages  are  ordered  to 
give  the  preference  for  places  to  fuch  perfons  as 
are  fent  for  to  give  witnefs  at  the  revolutio- 
nary tribunal.  A  decree  had  been  paffed  fome 
time  ago,  which  ordered  thofe  perfons  confined 
in  all  parts  of  France  to  be  brought  to  Paris.  If 
Robefpierre  excited  the  firft,  his  enemies  facili- 
tated its  execution  by  this  decree  about  the  di- 
ligences. 

Never  were  the  French  popular  focieties,  the 
municipalities,  and  the  convention,  more  unani- 
mous in  their  enthufiafm  and  approbation  of  the 
iyftem  of  terror  ;  never  did  the  guillotine  labour 
more  inceffantly  to  deflroy,  and  at  no  time  could 
it  be  faid,  that  the  French  appeared  to  be  filled 
with  more  republican  energy. 

Whether  it  was  the  falfe  public  or  the  true 
that  applauded  the  fyllem  of  terror  muft  be  left  to 
connohTeurs  to  determine.  If  it  was  the  true 
public,      other    nations    cannot   much    admire 
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the  humanity  and  virtue  of  the  French ;  and  if 
it  was  the  falfe  public,  the  fyftem  of  liberty  in 
France  does  not  feem  to  have  been  completely 
eftabiiihed  ;  fo  that  the  only  alternative  left  to  us 
is  to  moderate  our  admiration,  for  if  the  true 
public  in  France  was  free,  it  was  not  humane 
and  virtuous,  and  if  it  was  humane  and  virtuous, 
it  was  not  free. 

It  will,  perhaps,  dagger  fome  people  a  little, 
when  they  find,  that  in  lefs  than  a  month  after, 
thofe  fame  popular  focieties,  the  fame  convention, 
and  the  fame  committees,  (about  two  hundred 
perfons  excepted,  who  were  guillotined),  ap- 
plauded the  overthrow  of  the  fyftem  of  terror, 
and  the  death  of  Robefpierre.  So  that,  whether 
they  compofed  the  falfe  public  or  the  true,  they 
were,  in  all  changes  of  government,  the  acting 
public,  the  talking  public,  and  the  refllefs  public. 

We  have  already  feen  that  it  was  the  conflant 
practice  of  the  party  that  triumphed,  to  throw  all 
the  odium  of  the  horrors  committed  upon  thofe 
who  had  fallen.  But  people  in  other  nations 
mould  not  be  dupes,  neither  of  the  falfity  nor 
the  vanity  of  the  republicans.  The  majority  of 
the  convention,  and  of  all  thofe  who  acted  in 
France,  were  partiians  of  the  fyflem  of  terror 
while  it  lafted.  Each  aided  with  energy  to  exe- 
cute and  applaud,  though  by  their  manner  of  rea- 
foning  fince,  each  individual  appeared  as  if  he  had 
acted  by  force :  it  would  be  difficult  for  them  to 
explain  how  the  whole  number  of  individuals 
lent  fo  willing  a  hand  to  force  themfelves. 

Vol.  II.  C  c  The 
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The  enemies  of  Robefpierre  were  defperate  be- 
caufe  they  knew  that  he  fpared  no  man  in  his 
vengeance  ;  and  they  were,  therefore,  prepared 
on  the  iirft  fignal  of  attack  to  oppofe  him  with 
vigour. 

Robefpierre  in  the  Jacobin  club,  and  Barrere 
in  the  convention,  had  been  employed  in  flirring 
up  the  public  mind  againil  a  new  feci  of  indul- 
gent s^  by  which  name  they  thought  proper  to 
mark  out  their  enemies. 

On  the  25th  of  July  a  deputation  of  the  Ja- 
cobin club  arrived  at  the  bar  of  the  affembly  to 
denounce  this  new  feci,  paid  by  foreign  nations 
to  favour  criminal  indulgence  and  degrade  im- 
partial juflice.  Dubois  de  Crance',  perceiving 
that  he  was  attacked,  defended  himfelf  with  vi- 
gour and  retorted  in  half  accufations  complaints 
againil  Robefpierre. 

Next  day,  the  26th,  the  contefl  was  renewed 
with  more  vigour.  Robefpierre  appeared  in  per- 
fon  in  the  tribune  :  after  many  praifes  bellowed 
on  his  own  character  and  virtue,  he  accufed  the 
committees  of  public  faiety  and  of  general  furety, 
as  well  as  the  committee  of  finance ;  then  he 
clofed  his  fpeech  with  a  bitter  complaint  that  the 
decree  for  putting  Englim  prifoners  to  death  had 
not  been  obeyed  by  the  armies. 

Bourdon  de  1'Oife,  who  had  long  been  a  victim 
marked  out  by  Robefpierre,  thought  it  was  time 
to  refill  him,  and,  therefore,  oppofed  the  print- 
ing of  this  difcourfe  ;  alledsriner,  that  though  it 
might  contain  many  truths,  it  might  alio  contain 
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fome  falfitles.  Barrere  voted  for  the  hnpremon, 
becaufe,  in  a  free  country  no  truth  ought  to  be 
concealed.  Cuthon  propofed,  that  in  place  of 
refufing  its  being  printed,  it  ought  to  be  fent  by 
the  convention  to  each  municipality  in  the 
kingdom. 

Cambon,  who  belonged  to  the  committee  of  fi- 
nance, at  the  head  of  which  he  had  all  along  been, 
mounted  the  tribune,  and  attacked  Robefpierre. 
After  defending  the  committee  of  finance,  he  had 
the  courage  to  finifh  with  the  declaration,  that  it 
was  time  to  fay  all  the  truth  ;  that  a  fmgle  man 
paralyfed  the  will  of  the  national  convention  ; 
that  man,  laid  he,  is  him  who  has  now  fpoke — It 
is  Robefpierre  ;  therefore  judge. 

A  tyrant  attacked  becomes  generally  a  coward, 
and  Robefpierre,  equally  aftonifhed  and  afraid, 
began  by  excufmg  himfelf  on  the  fubject.  of 
finance,  in  which  he  declared  he  never  interfered, 
and  that  he  had  no  inclination  to  attack  the  inten- 
tions of  Cambon. 

Billaud  de  Varennes,  finding  Cambon's  attack 
had  been  fuccefsful,  called  Robefpierre  a  traitor 
and  an  impofhor,  on  account  of  ialfitics  contained 
in  his  difcourfe  ;  and  finiflied  by  faying,  that  "  if 
"  liberty  of  opinion  was  no  longer  to  be  enjoyed, 
"  he  would  rather  that  his  dead  body  mould  ferve 
"  as  a  throne  for  an  ambitious  man,  than  that  he 
"  mould,  by  his  filence,  become  the  accomplice 
';  of  his  crimes." 

Panis,  another  member,  fucceeded,  and  ac- 
icufed  Robefpierre  of  reigning  dcfpotically  in  the 
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Jacobin  club,  and  expelling  whatever  members 
he  thought  proper ;  that  a  lift  of  profcriptions 
was  made  out  by  Cuthon  and  Robefpierre,  and 
that  he  was  one  of  the  profcribed.  He  demanded 
an  explanation  of  this. 

Robefpierre  anfwered  evafively :  "  I  am," 
faid  he,  "  an  independent  man  in  my  opinions  ; 
never  will  any  one  draw  from  me  an  involun- 
tary retraction.  In  throwing  down  my  fhield 
I  have  left  myfelf  open  to  the  attacks  of  my 
enemies.  I  have  flattered  no  one,  I  fear  no 
one,  and  have  afperfed  no  one.  They  fpeak 
to  me  of  Fouche  ;  I  won't  occupy  myfelf  with 
him  ;  at  prefent  I  fet  all  this  afide,  I  only  liften 
to  my  duty  ;  I  will  neither  receive  the  fupport 
nor  the  friendfhip  of  any  perfon  ;  I  don't  leek 
to  form  for  myfelf  any  party.  It  is  not,  there- 
fore, right  to  demand  that  I  vindicate  this  or 
that  perfon  ;  I  have  done  my  duty,  let  others 
do  the  fame." 

This  violent  conteft  fmiihed  with  Robefpkrr's 
difcourfe  not  being  ordered  to  be  printed,  many 
members  of  the  convention  obfervimr,  that  it  was 
ridiculous  for  Robefpierre  to  think  that  he  alone 
was  right. 

From  the  aflembly,  where  the  tyrant  had  been 
defeated,  he  went  to  the  Jacobin  club  to  prepare 
the  meams  of  cruming  his  enemies.  But  the  mo- 
ment of  his  fall  was  approaching  ;  for,  that  fame 
night,  in  a  council  held  in  a  room  adjoining  the 
Jacobin  club,  by  Robefpierre,  Cuthon,  St.  Juft, 
Le  Bas,  and  Henriot  the  commandant  of  the 
Paris  guards,  it  was  determined  to  (hike  a  bold 
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ftroke  by  arrefting  their  enemies,  but  previoufly 
to  make  a  fpeech  in  the  convention,  in  order  to 
confult  public  opinion,  and  fee  how  far  it  was  in 
their  favour. 

This  method  of  harranguing  upon  moments  of 
crifis,  when  action  is  become  neceffary,  had 
ruined  Briffot's  party  and  Hebert's ;  but  now 
Robefpierre  fell  into  the  fame  error.  Had  he 
arretted  Barrere,  Billaud  de  Varennes,  and  a  few 
more  of  his  enemies,  that  fame  night,  he  might 
probably  have  triumphed  ;  but  it  was  determin- 
ed to  delay  that  meafure  till  the  following  night, 
after,  as  we  have  faid,  having  confulted  the  pub- 
lic opinion. 

Robefpierre  and  his  friends  could  depend  upon 
fupport  from  the  Jacobin  club  and  the  municipal 
officers,  but  their  power  in  the  committees  and  in 
the  affembly  were  doubtful ;  and  it  was  to  try 
this,  that  they  meant  to  make  the  experiment 
next  day  ;  St.  Jult  was  to  read  a  fpeech  to  the 
affembly  that  might  ferve  that  purpofe. 

When  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  St.  Juft 
mounted  the  tribune  to  fpeak,  the  whole  conven- 
tion rofe  in  a  mafs  to  prevent  his  being  heard. 

Talien  then  demanded  to  be  heard,  and  Billaud 
de  Varennes,  Delmas,  and  others  of  the  party  in 
danger,  haftened  to  inform  the  affembly  that  the 
Jacobin  club  had  voted  its  deftruction ;  that 
Henriot,  commandant  of  the  national  guards, 
was  a  traitor  ;  that  Robefpierre  had  protected 
pcrfons  who  had  embezzled  the  public  money, 
and  that  he  ruled  tyrannical lv  in  the  committee 
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of  public  fafety.  That  the  men  who  were  al- 
ways talking  of  virtue  and  juftice  in  the  Jacobin 
clubs  and  in  the  convention,  were  thofe  who 
trampled  both  under  their  feet  when  it  fuited 
their  intereft.  The  applaufe  with  which  this  de- 
nunciation was  received,  fhewed  Robefpierre 
that  his  fatal  experiment  upon  public  opinion 
was  made ;  he  endeavoured  to  be  heard,  but 
was  prevented  by  the  repeated  cries  of  down  with 
the  tyrant. 

i 

Talien  now  attacked  the  man,  whofe  tyranny 
had  long  been  proclaimed  all  over  Europe,  ex- 
cept in  the  national  convention,  where  it  was 
only  newly  difcovered ;  and  finifhed  his  fpeech 
by  demanding  the  permanence  of  the  afiembly 
till  his  partifans  mould  be  arreited. 

The  convention  being  now  ready  to  obey  the 
enemies  of  Robefpierre,  and  to  decree  whatever 
was  demanded;  Barrere,  who  had  but  two  davs 
before  been  the  firft  to  fupport  him  in  all  his 
oppreffion,  mounted  the  tribune,  and,  in  the 
name  of  the  committee  of  public  fafety,  denounc- 
ed Robefpierre' s  party,  as  being  bought  over  by  the 
combined  powers  to  make  a  dif graceful  peace  ;  that 
an  Auftrian  officer  had  difclofed  the  fecret. 

Amidft  the  cries  of  Robefpierre  to  obtain  a 
hearing,  and  of  the  accufations  brought  againft 
him,  the  convention  decreed,  that  the  two  Ro- 
befpierres,  Cuthon,  St.  Juft,  and  Le  Bas,  mould 
be  arreited,  which  was  with  difficulty  accomplifh- 
ed.  The  convention  then  broke  all  the  officers 
of  the  national  guards  fuperior  to  the  comman- 
dants of  divifions ;  a  proclamation  which  Barrere 
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had  prepared  for  the  provinces  followed,  and  the 
victory  was  reckoned  as  being  complete. 

The  municipal  officers,  however,  were  in  the 
intereil  of  the  accufed,  and  inflead  of  going  to 
prifon  at  the  Luxembourg,  as  they  were  ordered, 
the  criminals  were  carried  to  the  Hotel  de  Ville, 
where,  ailifted  by  the  municipality  and  part  of  the 
national  guards,  they  prepared  to  attack  the  con- 
vention. 

So  certain  had  the  triumphing  party  imagined 
itfelf  of  the  victory  being  already  gained,  that 
the  fitting  of  the  afiembly  had  been  fufpended, 
and  it  was  only  upon  its  being  renewed  in  the 
evening,  that  the  members  found  out  that  the 
greateft  danger  was  yet  to  come  ;  that  the  Jaco- 
bin club  and  the  municipality  had  confpired  to- 
gether, and  that  Henriot  had  already  attacked 
fome  of  its  members.  It  was  then  propofed  by 
the  deputies,  that  the  members  of  the  munici- 
pality and  of  the  department  mould  be  ordered 
to  the  bar  on  purpofe  to  be  examined.  The  de- 
partment obeyed  ;  but  the  municipality,  being  at 
that  time  occupied  in  the  holy  duty  of  insurrec- 
tion, could  not  come.  Robefpierre  and  its  mem- 
bers were  indeed  preparing  to  come  to  the  afTem- 
bly ;  but  not  in  confequence  of  orders  received, 
they  were  coming  with  cannon  and  armed  men, 

Meanwhile,  the  committee  of  public  fafety, 
which  was  armed  at  all  times  with  the  power  of 
arbitrary  arrefts,  and  had  its  meffengers  for  the 
purpofe,  was  very  bufy  in  arreting  thofe  who 
were  known  to  be  the  principal  agents  of  the  re- 
volt j  and  the  afiembly  finding  the  traitors  were 
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1l6  HISTORY    OF 

numerous,  finifhed  by  declaring  the  accufed  de- 
puties and  the  commons  of  Paris  outlaws,  and, 
as  fuch,  fubjec~t  to  the  pain  of  death,  as  foon  ad 
they  might  be  caught. 

Amidft  the  various  relations  publimed  of  what 
pafTed  on  this  extraordinary  occafion,  it  is  only 
poffible  to  perceive  diftinclly,  that  the  arTembly 
and  its  committees  acted  againfl  the  municipality 
and  Jacobin  club  ;  that  the  two  latter,  not  having 
expected  the  bufmefs  would  come  on  fo  foon, 
were  not  prepared  to  difplay  their  force  as  ufual ; 
and  that  the  great  mafs  of  the  people,  uncertain 
which  fide  to  take,  were  divided  between  the  two 
parties,  until  they  found  that  the  convention 
was  likely  to  get  the  better,  and  then,  according 
to  cuftom,  the  great  number  came  over  to  its 
fide  immediately. 

Revolutions  were  now  become  fo  common  in 
Paris,  and,  certainly,  very  properly  fo,  as  free 
citizens  could  not  be  better  employed  than  in 
fulfilling  the  duties  of  infurrection,  that  the  man- 
ner of  conducting  them  was  a  matter  well  under- 
flood  :  an  addrefs  to  the  people,  and  to  all  the 
provinces  ;  congratulations  from  the  people,  ap- 
parent unanimity,  and  rejoicing  the  moment  that 
fuccefs  declared  for  one  party,  was  the  routine 
of  a  revolution  ;  fo  that  each  ftep  was  taken  in 
its  proper  place,  and  was  prepared  for  before  it 
was  taken.  Barrere,  fo  long  the  chief  organ  of 
the  committees,  drew  up  all  the  addreffes  on  this 
occafion,  juft  in  the  fame  ftile  that  he  ufed  to  do 
for  Robefpierre. 

Tli,- 
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The  convention  fent  its  members  into  all  quar- 
ters of  the  city  to  bring  the  people  over  to  its  in- 
tereft  by  reai'on,  intreaty,  and  perfuafion  ;  but 
the  fortune  of  the  day  was,  in  fact,  decided  by 
the  want  of  previous  arrangement  on  the  fide  of 
Robefpierre ;  no  plan  had  been  laid,  and,  of 
confequence,  the  meafures  purfued  were  partial 
and  ill  followed  up.* 

Between  two  and  three  in  the  morning,  a  party 
of  armed  men  was  difpatched  under  the  com- 
mand of  fome  of  the  deputies  to  attack  the  Ho- 
tel de  Ville.  In  fome  flreets  thev  met  friends, 
who  joined  them,  crying  vive  la  convention  ;  in 
others,  they  met  enemies,  who  cried  vive  les 
patriotes  et  la  commune  ;  but  none  of  them,  how- 
ever, were  fufficiently  determined  to  come  to  any 
open  act  of  aggreffion.  This  force  arrived  at  the 
Hotel  de  Ville,  and,  as  it  was  the  only  party  of 
armed  men  that  was  fairly  determined,  its  fudden 
appearance  decided  every  thing  at  once.  Robef- 
pierre attempted  to  blow  out  his  brains  with  a 
piftol,  and  mortally  wounded  himfelf ;  his  bro- 
ther broke  his  neck  by  jumping  out  of  a  window; 
Cuthon  dabbed  himfelf,  and  Le  Bas  crept  under 

*  We  have  already  feen  that  Robefpierre  did  not  intend 
to  arreit  his  enemies  till  the  night  of  the  27th,  and,  of  con- 
fequence, all  popular  explofion  would  have  been  pofterior  to 
that,  at  all  events,  according  to  his  calculation.  But  he 
probably  expected  to  meet  with  no  refiitance,  for  experience 
had  taught  him  that  the  people  of  Paris  do  not  rife  in  infur- 
re&ion  to  defend  men  who  are  imprifoned.  It  mull  have 
been  owing  to  thefe  reafonings,  or  fome  fuch  like,  that  the 
Jacobins  had  neglefted  to  raife  the  people  fooner.  Their 
emifTaries  were  only  at  work  to  do  fo  in  the  Fauxbourgs  late 
in  the  evening  of  the  27th,  and  were  counteracted  by  the 
deputies,  whom  the  convention  difpatched  thither  alfo  to  get 
the  people  to  embrace  their  party. 

Vol.  II.  Dd  a  pile 
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a  pile  of  firewood  to  fave  himfelf.  The  com- 
mandant of  the  guards,  Henriot,  was  attacked 
by  Coffinhall,  one  of  his  aifociates  in  the  con- 
fpiracy,  for  having  deceived  the  municipality  by 
faying  that  they  might  depend  upon  the  fupport 
of  the  national  guards.  Henriot  was  thrown 
by  him  into  a  common  fewer,  from  whence  he 
was  with  difficulty  dragged  out.* 

The  whole  was  over  in  lefs  than  an  hour  after 
the  firft  attack  ;  and  before  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  fo  quickly  did  the  flrongefl  party  meet 
with  obedience,  that  congratulations  were  arriv- 
ing from  all  quarters,  and  continued  to  do  fo  as 
fall:  as  the  news  arrived,  from  the  nearefl  feclion 
in  Paris  to  the  molt  diilant  municipality  in  Au- 
vergne. 

"When  Legendre,  the  butcher,  was  certain  that 
victory  was  decided,  he  went  to  the  Jacobin  club 
armed  with  a  piftol,  at  the  head  of  a  mob  of  pa- 
triots, and  in  order  to  moot  the  prefident,  who 
had  had  the  wifdom  to  quit  the  chair.  The  club 
was  expelled,  Legendre  locked  the  door,  and 
brought  fhe  key  to  the  aifembly  ;  thofe  who  were 
then  in  the  club,  finding  their  party  the  weakeft, 
being  very  much  obliged  to  Legendre  for  giving 
them  an  opportunity  to  retire  from  a  pofl  which 
was  now  become  dangerous,  and  could  not  be 
for  the  time  productive  of  any  advantage. 

The  wounded  tyrant  was  brought  on  a  litter  to 
the  door  of  the  convention,  which  declared,  that 

*  As  fo  on  as  the  guards,  headed  by  Leonard- Bourdon, 
and  fome  other  deputies,  entered  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  the 
chiefs  of  the  fubdued  party  begun  to  put  an  end  to  thenifelves, 
find  Robefpierre  was  the  firft. 
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the  prefence  of  the  man  they  had  fo  long  obeyed, 
and  from  whom  every  word  which  fell  was  re- 
ceived formerly  with  enthufiafm  and  applaufe, 
would  defile  that  holy  place,  the  temple  of  the 
laws ;  he  was,  therefore,  ordered  to  prifon  till 
the  preparations  for  his  execution  mould  be  made, 
together  with  that  of  his  adherents,  who,  having 
all  been  outlawed,  the  only  form  neceffary  was  to 
certify  their  perfonal  identity,  and  then  conduct 
them  to  the  fcaffold, 

Amongft  the  congratulations  which  arrived  at 
the  bar  of  the  triumphant  affembly,  was  one 
from  its  friends,  the  Jacobins,  which  is  not  a  little 
remarkable,  after  the  conduct  of  that  lbciety. 


a 


The  orator  of  the  Jacobins  faid,  "  Citizens, 
you  fee  here  the  true  Jacobins  who  have  merit- 
"  ed  the  efteem  of  the  French  nation,  and  the 
"  hatred  of  tyrants  ;  you  fee  here  men  who 
"  took  arms  to  combat  thofe  perfidious  magif- 
"  trates,  who  had  ufurped  the  national  authority. 
"  True  Jacobins,  in  the  moment  of  alarm,  have 
"  no  particular  place  for  affembling ;  they  are 
"  wherever  their  prefence  is  wanted,  to  combat 
"  with,  or  watch  over  confpirators. 

"  That  monftrous  affemblage  of  confpirators 
"  which  defiled  our  hall,  was  compofed  of  men 
"  who  had  no  tickets,  and  who  were  at  the  direc- 
"  tion  of  their  infamous  chiefs  ;  but  we,  we  were 
"  marching  with  our  fections  to  overturn  the  new 
"  tyrant." 

This  difcourfe  was  received  with  applaufe,  and 
theprefident  (TalienJ  anfwered  bypraifmg  the 

energy 
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energy  and  patriotifm  of  that  celebrated  fociety, 
which  had  rendered  fignal  fervices  to  the  revolu- 
tion, which  will  be  immortalized  in  hiftory. 

Perhaps  nothing  could  be  fo  fevere  a  fatire  on 
the  Jacobin  club,  nor  fo  decided,  a  proof  of  the 
danger  of  fuch  a  fociety  to  a  government,  as  this 
fingular  addrefs,  when  contracted  with  the  con- 
duct of  the  club,  and  its  having  fo  lately  been 
fhut  up  by  Legendre. 

The  friends  of  the  Jacobins  will  no  doubt 
maintain,  that  what  its  orator  aliedged  was  true, 
that  they  were  not  the  real  jfacobins  who  occu- 
pied the  club  at  the  time  the  confpiracy  broke 
out.  It  muft,  however,  be  remembered,  that  it 
was  not  only  during  one  night  that  the  Jacobins 
had  fhewn  their  intentions  to  take  part  with  Rot 
befpierre  ;  it  had  been  their  practice  for  fome 
time  previous  to  the  open  acts  of  hoftility  to 
prevent  Collet  d'Herbois,  and  thofe  who  had  fe- 
parated  from  Robefpierre,  from  being  heard. 
The  fame  prefident  who  had  prefided  before  was 
there  when  Legendre  fhut  up  the  hall,  but  he 
had  mixed  with  the  members  in  the  hall,  in  or- 
der to  fave  himfelf  from  the  attack  of  the  valiant 
boucher.  It  is  likewife  perfectly  clear,  that  it 
was  impoflible  for  the  tyrant  to  have  trufted  to 
the  Jacobin  club,  if  its  members  had  really  been 
what  they  now  pretended  to  be,  his  enemies  ;  it 
was  impoflible  for  intruders  to  have  ufurped  the 
hall  of  that  celebrated  fociety,  for  feveral  days 
together,  without  incurring  the  indignation  of 
its  true  members  ;  and  it  may  even  be  obferved, 
that  if  it  had  been  fo,  its  true  members  could 
not  have  been  more  ufeful  to  the  convention  in 
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any  place  than  in  their  own  hall,  driving  away 
thofe  falfe  traitors  who  \  ad  occupied  it. 

Talien,  the  prefident,  was  not  impofed  upon, 
neither  was  any  one  prefent,  hut  it  was  conve- 
nient to  afford  lo  powerful  a  fociety  a  method  of 
getting  off  and  embracing  the  party  of  the  con- 
querors ;  this  was  what  was  meant  on  both  fides, 
but  the  poffibility  of  doing  it  in  this  manner, 
(hews  how  dangerous  a  thing  it  is  to  have  a  felf- 
created  affembly  that  can  deny  its  identity,  and 
avoid  punimment  by  fo  grofs  a  trick.  Had  Ro- 
befpierre  been  triumphant,  ir  is  certain  beyond  a 
doubt,  that  in  place  of  the  club  appearing  to 
makeexcufes  to  the  convention,  the  members  of 
the  convention  who  efcaped  maifacre,  would  have 
been  going  to  the  club  to  make  their  excufes, 
and  to  be  admitted  into  its  bofom.  The  club  in 
that  cafe  would,  perhaps,  not  have  treated  the 
members  of  the  convention  fo  well  as  thev  were 
themfel ves  treated ;  and  Talien,  who  now  an- 
fwcred  them  fo  favourably,  would  have  certaink 
been  one  of  their  m-ff.  viclims. 

The  executions   of  accufed  perfons  had  gone 
on  as  ufual  during  the  whole  of  this  ftru<mle  ;   it 

O  .  Co         " 

was  not  till  the  28th,  when  the  party  really  fell, 
that  the  guillotine  ceafed  to  work  upon  the  ordi- 
nary victims,*  in  order  to  cut  off  the  heads   of 

thofe 


*  As  this  is  the  lad  moment  of  the  violent  reign  of  t<  r- 
tor,  it  may  not  he  improper  to  give  the  li;l  of  executions  for 
Paris  only,  during  the  month  oi  July. 
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thofe  fame  men  who  had  given  it  fo  much  eclat 
and  a&ivity. 


On  the  28  th  in  the  evening,  fuch  of  the  con- 
quered party  as  were  feized,  were  conducted  to 
the  guillotine.  Robefpierre  was  nearly  dead 
from  the ,  piftol  mot  which  he  had  given  himfeff, 
and  another  which  he  had  received  from  a  fol- 
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dier  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville.*  The  other  principal 
leaders  were  all  either  dead  or  wounded,  fo  that 
the  people  of  Paris,  who  rejoiced  in  feeing  their 
cruel  mailers  go  to  the  fcaffold,  gave  a  fcope  to 
their  merriment  and  their  ridicule.  No  caval- 
cade, they  faid,  could  be  more  grotefque,  more 
ridiculous,  nor  a  more  fit  object  for  rejoicing, 
than  that  of  the  mangled  mairacrers  of  the  na- 
tion going  to  expiate  their  crimes  on  the  fame 
fcaffold  where  they  had  fent  fo  many  innocent 
perfons. 

Twenty-two  perfons  fullered  with  Maximilian 
Robefpierre  the  firft  day,  feventy-one  were  guil- 
lotined the  day  after,  and  on  the  30th  of  July, 
twelve  more.     The  execution  of  the  ufual  vic- 

*  Maximilian  Robefpierre,  35  years  of  age,  born  at  Ar- 
ras, deputy. 

A.  P.  J.  Robefpierre,  aged  34,  deputy. 

A.   St.  Juft,  born  at  Lifer,   do. 

G.  Cuthon,  aged  38,  born  at  Orfay,  do. 

J.  B.  E.  Lefcot  Fleuriot,  aged  39,  mayor  of  Paris. 

C.  Payan,  jury  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  and  national 
agent. 

F.  Henriot,  aged  33,  born  at  Nantcrre,  commis  dcs  bar- 
rieres,  and  commandant  of  the  national  guards  of  Paris. 

L.  C.  F.  Dumas,  aged  37,  lawyer  and  preiident  of  the 
revolutionary  tribunal. 

N.  J.  Vivier,  aged  50,  prefident  of  the  Jacobin  club  du- 
ring the  night  preceding,  alfo  judge  of  the  criminal  tribunal. 

A.  Simon,  (hoemaker,  tutor  to  the  young  king  ;  belides 
ten  other  municipal  officers,  and  two  others ;  in  all  twenty- 
three. 

films 
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tims  was  fufpended,  and  humanity  began  to 
.breathe.  The  men  who  had  carried  the  Jacobin 
iyftem  to  its  mod  terrible  extent,  were  now  no 
more,  and  there  feemed  fome  ground  for  a  rea- 
fonable  hope,  that  the  revolution  having  got  to 
the  worft,  might  now  take  a  better  turn,  and 
that  mankind  might  fee  with  pleafure  the  diminu- 
tion of  thofe  evils,  the  rapid  and  conflant  increafe 
of  which  had  filled  them  with  horror  and  af« 
fright. 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.     V. 

The  fyjlem  of  terror  not  abandoned,  but  its  rigour 
diminijhed  after  the  fall  of  Robefpicrrc — French 
vanity  fadly  mortified  by  being  obliged  to  confefs  they 
had  been  f laves — No  attempt  made  to  ejlablifh  a 
conflitution,  or  regidar  government — -The  deflruc- 
tion  of  ajfignats,  or  the  removal  of  the  conve?ition, 
are  the  only  things  that  can  re/lore  order — New 
governors  expofe  the  cruelties  of  Robefpierreys 
reign — Addrefs  of  the  riding  party  in  deflroying 
the  coalition  of  kings — Seconded  by  the  heavy 
taxes  in  different  countries,  which  produce  dif 
Content— Ncccjfity  for  the  Englijh  government 
acling  with  firmnefs,  wifdom,  and  moderation, 
and  making  ameliorations,  if  it  will  avoid  violent 
reforms  and  revolutions — General  refleclions  and 
conclufioiii 


HE  triumphant  party,  though  compofed  of 
men  who  had  fignalized  themfelves  on  all  occa- 
iijons,  by  aiding,  abetting,  executing  and  de- 
fending the  different  cruelties  during  the  reign  of 
Ivobefpicrre,  found  nothing  fo  politically  wife  as 
to  throw  upon  him  the  odium  of  meafures  which 
Vol.  II.  E  e  it 
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it  was  not  for  the  intereft  of  its  members  to 
avow  as  their  own,  and  the  criminality  of 
which  afforded  them  fo  ample  a  field  for  diicuf- 
fion  and  triumph.  Nor  is  it  at  all  to  be  doubt- 
ed, that  Talien  and  others  had  difapproved  heart- 
ily of  the  fyflem  of  terror,  ever  fmce  the  time 
that  they  apprehended  they  were  themfelves 
likely  to  become  its  victims. 

All  this  was  in  favour  of  humanity,  for  in 
protefting  againfl  the  cruelties  of  Robefpierre, 
it  was  an  affair  neceffary,  of  courfe,  to  act  differ- 
ently from  what  he  had  done,  and  accordingly 
the  fyflem  of  terror  diminifhed  amazingly ;  it 
was  even  propofed  to  fufpend  the  revolutionary 
government,  and  to  adopt  fixed  principles  and 
laws  for  their  future  conduct.  But  this  was  over- 
ruled ;  the  prefent  mailers  of  France,  though 
declared  enemies  to  the  crimes  which  the  revolu- 
tionary government  had  given  birth  to,  approved 
ilill  of  the  principles  upon  which  the  cruel  party 
had  acled,  and  thereby  left  open  for  themfelves 
a  door  for  the  perfecution  of  their  own  enemies, 
and  for  the  firm  eflablifhment  of  their  own 
power. 

The  whole  of  the  departments  now  combined 
in  declaring,  that  they  had,  during  the  life  of 
Robefpierre,  groaned  under  the  moil  terrible  ty- 
ranny ever  known  ;  but  what  is  very  remarkable, 
no  attempt  was  made  to  prevent  a  repetition  of 
the  fame  defpotifm,  by  renouncing  for  ever  thofe 
falfe  principles  which  had  led  to  them  ;  this  was 
the  more  extraordinary,  that  the  vanity  of  the 
nation  ought  to  have  been  humbled  :  it  had  re- 
ceived a  wound  difficult  to  be  healed,  when  it 

was 
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was  obliged,  after  boafting  of  the  freedom  and 
equality  eftablifhed,  to  confefs  the  extent  and  ri- 
gour of  its  arbitrary  government.  The  fhame 
of  this,  however,  only  led  to  denunciations  againfl 
Robefpierre,  his  accomplices,  and  his  agents  ; 
but  no  one  thought  of  changing  the  declaration 
of  rights,  nor  of  reinftating  the  clergy,  nor  of 
annulling  the  decrees  about  the  property  of  the 
emigrants,  nor  of  doing  away  any  of  thofe  things 
which  had  led  to  that  great  degree  of  mifery  and 
flavery  ;  the  vanity  of  fuch  men  is  inconquera- 
ble,  and  they  confoled  themfelves  for  the  affront 
they  had  received,  by  declaring  that  now  they 
were  again  free,  that  they  detefled  the  tyrant, 
and  adhered  more  firmly  than  ever  to  liberty, 
equality,  and  their  former  principles.* 

It  will  only  be  when  the  caufe  is  removed,  that 
the  effect,  will  ceafe :  and  though  it  is  true  that 
the  fituation  of  the  French  is  lefs  deplorable 
fince  the  deflru&ion  of  the  violent  party,  there 
is  not  the  leafl  guarantee  againfl  the  repetition  of 
thofe  fame  fort  of  crimes  ;  nor  is  it  with  any 
propriety  or  truth,  that  thofe  who  have  fince 
ruled,  cry  out  about  their  moderation,  and  the 

*  In  this  country,  where  it  is  a  fixed  principle  that  rulers 
Ihould  not  he  entruiled  with  arbitrary  power,  left  they  fhould 
make  a  bad  ufe  of  it,  the  revolutionary  government,  which  is 
the  rnofc  unlimited  arbitrary  government,  fhould  be  confider- 
ed  as  the  moft  terrible  infringement  on  the  liberties  of  the 
fubjec"t  ;  but  this  is  not  the  cafe.  The  prefent  government  of 
France  begins  to  be  counted  moderate,  and  ours  begins  to  be 
called  despotic,  becaufe  it  has  yet  too  much  energy  to  be  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  factious  and  difcontented.  It  is  true,  that  it 
is  only  fuch  as  are  of  that  defeviption  who  complain  of  its 
defpotilm  ;  it  is  a  confolation  which  the  malcontents  of  France 
have  not.  im  propos  con! re  la  nation  is  there  punifhed  with 
death. 

crueltv 
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cruelty  of  the  Jacobins,  they  have  been,  and  ftill 
are  Jacobins,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  juft  as 
much  as  Hebert,  Danton,  and  Robefpierre  him- 
felf.  With  individual  Jacobins,  and  Jacobin 
leaders  they  have  differed,  but  with  Jacobin  prin- 
ciples they  have  been  of  accord. 

The  tranfa&ions  in  France  fmce  that  period 
are  of  little  importance;  no  attempt  has  been 
made  to  eftablifh  a  regular  government  ;  no  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  improve  the  adminiftra- 
tion,  nor  to  procure  order  and  happincfs,  fo  that 
the  firfl  infurredtion  that  takes  place,  may  put 
things  again  in  the  pofition  that  they  were  in  du- 
ring the  time  of  Robefpierre  ;  or  it  may  amelio- 
rate the  ftate  of  the  people,  by  producing  fomer 
thine  like  order.     There   are  only   two   things 

O  JO 

that  are  to  be  looked  to  for  procuring  for  France 
fomething  like  law  and  government. 

One  great  caufe  of  the  want  of  order  is  the 
dominion  exercifed  over  the  convention  by  the 
Jacobin  club,  and  the  mob  of  Paris ;  and  the 
other  is  the  creation  of  affignats,  which  permits 
th£  ambitious  and  the  factious  to  difpofe  of  all  the 
men  and  all  the  property  of  the  nation. 

Could  the  convention  be  removed  from  Paris, 
then  it  is  more  than  probable  that  law  and  order 
would  be  introduced,  and  when  affignats  can  no 
longer  be  created,  as  taxes  muff  be  levied  (which 
cannot  be  done  without  a  ifubmiffion  to  the  laws) 
fomething  like  order  mull  be  eftablifhed  ;  but 
until  one  or  other  of  thofe  things  takes  place,  it 
is  clear  that  infurrection  will  follow  infurrection, 
and  the  fatisfying  of  private  vengeance  will  occu- 
py 
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py  the  intervals  between  infurrections,  as  it  has 
done. 

When  the  Jacobin?  began  to  fall  under  the 
weight  of  the  guillotine,  fome  people  thought 
that  by  degrees  France  would  be  exhaufted  of 
factious  leaders ;  but  that  was  a  great  miftake,  the 
number  increafes  every  day,  and  at  prefent  the 
preat  bulk  of  the  nation  is  accustomed  to  live  bv 
difoxder,  and  a  confiderable  portion  of  it  can  live 
by  nothing  elfe. 

The  tyrant  had  no  fooner  fallen,  than  his  fuc- 
ceffors  began  to  bring  to  light  his  crimes,  and  to 
declaim  againlt  that  oppreflion  which  the  promo- 
ters of  order  had  declaimed  againft  all  along, 
but  which  the  friends  of  Jacobins  in  other  coun- 
tries denied.  It  was  now  that  Fouquier  Tinvile, 
the  accufer  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  in 
order  to  defend  himfelf,  proved  that  Robefpierre 
drew  up  lifts  of  victims,  and  that  all  thofe  who 
had  revenues  drawn  from  the  public  funds,  were 
profcribed  as  perfons  whofe  death  would  be  a  pub- 
lic benefit. *     The  iniquities  of  the  revolutionary 

*   Much  had  been  faid   of  courtiers  in  France,  in  former 
times,  imprifoning  the  hufband  becaufe  they  admired  hie  wife. 
There  were  fome  very  difgraceful  inftances  of  fuch  tilings, 
though  tliey  were  very  rare;  but  in  modern  France  they  wen 
multiplied  beyond  imagination,  and  attended  with  a  brutality 
that  added,  if  poflible,  to  the  crime.     The  unfortunate- wo- 
men, who  folicited  for  hufbands,  fathers,  or  brothers,  not  only 
lw  their  relations  flaughtered  without  mercy,  after  having 
their  r    font  at   the  price  of  their  honour •,  but  they  v 
themfelves  often  facrificed  to  the  cruelty  of  the  monfter  whofe 
lull  they  had  gratified.     Whenther    were  no  friends  nor 
1  if'ons  to  ferv z  this  purpofe,  violation  by  force  preceded  afi'affi- 
nation.     It  is  not  the  ''•.-.ids  of  a  few  mifi  r<      t3  like  •'"  mi    , 
.    il  <.-:i\y  fa&fy  jullice  when  fo  ofF     '    '.. 

tribunal 
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tribunal  were  now  unveiled,  the  cruel  oppreffion 
of  the  commhTaries  fent  into  the  provinces,  and 
particularly  of  Carrier  at  Nantz,  were  made 
known,  and  men  trembled  to  hear  that  their  fel- 
low creatures  had  been  confined  in  prifons  under 
the  molt  cruel  and  mod  rigorous  regimen  that 
ever  was  pra<5tifed,or  perhaps  conceived  [Note  R.] 
and  that  they  were  dragged  to  death  without  trial 
or  examination. 

Men,  women,  and  children,  had  been  drown- 
ed and  butchered  in  every  method*  that  their 
tyrants  could  invent,  and  with  thofe  circumftan- 
ces  of  combined  cruelty  that  revolt  nature 
[Note  S.] 

All  this  was  brought  to  light  under  the  idea 
that  Robefpierre  and  his  agents  alone  had  done  it, 
but  that  deceived  nobody,  for  Barrere,  Coliot 
d'Herbois,  and  Talien,  had  been  fome  of  his 
agents,  they  were  now  amongft  the  rulers,  and 
were  the  hrfl  to  complain. 

It  had  pleafed  the  afiembly,  as  we  have  feen, 
to  accept  of  the  excufe  made  by  the  Jacobin  club, 

*  It  will  be  fcen  in  the  fragments  of  the  trial  of  the  exe- 
cutioners at  Nantz,  that  are  at  the  end  of  the  work,  that 
the  punifhment  of  victims  was  confidered  as  an  amufernent. 
At  Nantz,  Carrier  caufed  an  old  man  and  an  old  woman  to 
be  tied  together,  naked,  back  to  back ;  young  men  and 
young  women  to  be  tied  together  in  the  fame  manner,  and  after 
infulting  them  in  whatever  manner  fuited  their  favage  jocu- 
larity at  the  time,  they  were  thrown  into  the  river.  This, 
Carrier  called  a  republican  marriage,  by  way  of  deriiion. 
When  Carrier  was  tried,  he  found  many  defenders,  and  hi» 
punifhment  had  like  to  have  occafioned  a  revolution  ;  when 
.Louis  XVI.  his  queen,  and  his  filler,  were  condemned,  no 
efforts  were  made  to  fave  them  !  !  i 

that 
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that  it  was  not  the  club  itfelf,  but  intruders,  who 
had  acted  againft  the  convention ;  and  it  may 
pleafe  Jacobins  in  other  countries  to  throw  the 
blame  of  all  the  cruelties  upon  Robefpierre;  and 
to  fuppofe  that  they  are  over  with  him,  that  the 
rulers  :>f  France  fince  that  time  are  men  attached 
to  law  and  order  ;  but  this  can  never  be  believed, 
fince  thofe  rulers  have  preferved  the  law  of  the 
maximum  and  the  revolutionary  government. 

The  fall  of  Robefpierre  difconcerted  thofe  who 
counted  upon  the  vigour  of  one  fingle  party,  and 
one  fingle  chief ;  but  the  armies  were  recruited, 
and  the  enemies  repulfed  before  his  deftruction, 
and  that  had  no  favourable  effect  upon  the  ope- 
rations of  the  latter  part  of  the  campaign ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  did  confiderable  hurt  to  the  com- 
bined powers. 

Every  change,  when  things  are  in  a  bad  (fate, 
gives  hopes,  and  this  change  infpired  all  the  ar- 
mies with  the  hope  that  liberty  was  now  once  for 
all  certain  ;  the  difcuffions  of  the  afTembly  turn- 
ing againfl  the  crimes  of  Robefpierre,  feemed  to 
turn  in  favour  of  virtue  and  order ;  and  Talien, 
the  maffacring  hero  of  September  1792,  was 
now  metamorphofed  into  a  man,  who  held  blood- 
fhed  in  deteftation,  fo  that  the  French  govern- 
ment began  to  infpire  lefs  horror,  and  thofe  who 
had  to  defend  themfelves  againft  its  arms,  flack- 
ened  their  efforts.  The  Dutch  began  to  confider 
that  an  alliance  was  poffible  with  the  convention, 
and  that  it  would  not  be  worfe  for  them  to  have 
French  commiffaries,  than  to  have  a  prince  of 

Orange 
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Orange  for  Stadtholder.*  They  remembered 
the  mortifications  of  1787,  but  they  forgot  the 
more  recent  maflacres  in  France. 

On  no  occafion,  one  excepted,  have  the  Jaco- 
bins fhewn  themfelves  mal  adroit  with  refpect.  to 
turning  to  advantage  the  changes  operated  by 
unforefeen  events,  and  never  did  they  turn  any 
one  more  artfully  to  advantage  than  the  fall  of 
Robefpierre  ;  from  that  moment  did  they  direct 
their  views  to  the  deftruclion  of  the  coalefced 
powers,  by  flattering  them  and  feparating  them. 

The  third  Jlate,  and  the  people  who  had 
nothing,  had  triumphed  over  the  proprietors, 
the  clergy,  and  the  nobles,  by  feparating  their 
interefts,  and  by  holding  up  hopes  to  the  one,  at 
the  expenfe  of  the  other,  with  the  intention  of 
finifhing,  by  ruining  them  all  ;  the  fame  game 
was  now  to  be  played  with  nations,  that  had  been 
played  with  different  orders  in  their  own  nation, 
and  the  powers  at  war  were  to  be  detached  from 
the  coalition,  one  by  one.  No  more  injurious 
language  was   heard  againfl  kings  in  general,  as 

*  The  Orange  party,  which  had  made  fuch  ftrong  efforts 
for  that  family  in  1787,  was  now  difcontented ;  the  Stadt- 
holder had  not,  they  complained,  given  that  preference  to  his 
friends  over  his  enemies  that  they  merited.  This  is  a  very 
common  error,  into  which  moft.  rulers  fall  (except  the  Jaco- 
bins). Louis  XVI.  fell  partly  for  the  fame  reafon,  and 
James  II.  of  England  found  fewer  fupporters  than  he  would 
have  done,  had  the  conduft  of  Charles  II.  been  more  fevere 
towards  his  father's  enemies,  and  more  generous  towards  his 
friends.  It  is  an  odd  enough  thing  that  moft  government3 
treat  their  enemies  better  than  their  friends ;  this  is  the  cafe 
with  miniilers  as  well  as  kings,  and  it  is  one  reafon  why  they 
have  fo  many  enemies  It  arifes  from  their  being  actuated 
morebv  a  principle  of  fear,  than  of  friendship  or  generality. 

in 
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in  the  times  of  Brifibt  and  Robefpierre  ;  the  law 
for  putting  to  death  Englifh  and  Hanoverian  pri- 
foners  was  repealed,  and  as  every  thing  is  judged 
of  by  comparifori,  the  prefent  government  of 
France  feemed  to  be  mild  and  humane. 

The  efforts  of  the  Jacobins  in  different  coun- 
tries, feconded  as  they  always  have  done,  the 
convention,  and  began  according  to  their  own 
term,  to  neutralize  merfs  minds  (ncutrali-zer  les 
cfpritsj.  With  refpect  to  the  nature  of  the 
French  government,  they  had  contrived  in  the 
convention  to  feparate  the  principles  of  the  revo- 
lution, from  the  atrocities  of  the  revolution  ; 
they  exclaimed,  as  all  mankind  did,  againft  the 
latter,  and  by  coinciding  with  humane  and  rea- 
fonable  men  in  this  one  thing,  led  many  fuch  to 
coincide  with  them  in  the  other  part  of  the  iyflem. 

The  feeble  defence  made  by  the  Dutch  was 
one  of  the  confequences  of  this  ;  the  negotia- 
tions entered  into  by  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  the 
German  Hates,  arifes  partly  from  the  fame  cauf- 
es;*  others,  there  is  not  a  doubt,  will  follow, 
and  provided  the  plan  in  view  by  the  convention 
fucceeds,  the  whole  of  Europe  will  be  thrown 


*  The  French  government  being  changed,  the  King  of 
Prufila  had  a  fhadow  of  an  excufe  for  changing  his  conduct 
alfo.  As  to  the  Dutch,  their  difcontent  with  the  war,  added 
to  the  efforts  made  by  Jacobin  emiffaries,  to  perfuade  them, 
that  France  would  not  do  the  country  fo  much  harm  as  its 
allies  had  done  ;  they  faw  the  invafion  without  either  much 
pain  or  pleafure  ;  they  have  paid  pretty  dearly  for  their  fang 
froid. 

Vol.  IT,  F  f  into 
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into  a  ftate  of  revolution.*  The  property  of 
thofe  who  poffefs  any  at  prefent,  will  be  divided 
as  it  has  been  in  France,  amongfl  thofe  who  have 
none,  and  the  fuccefs  of  this  depends  upon  one 
fingle  circumilance. 

France  may  make  peace  with  all  the  nations 
in  Europe,  without  any  fort  of  hefitation  on  her 
fide,  for  as  the  whole  country  is  up  in  arms,  it 
can  begin  again  juft  as  readily  as  the  municipality 
of  Paris  can  march  again!!  the  convention  ;  it 
can  likewife  employ  emilTaries  and  excite  discon- 
tents, while  upon  its  own  fide  it  has  nothing  to 
fear  and  nothing  to  lofe.f 

The  taxes,  and  of  confequence  the  difcontents 
of  people,  in  other  countries,  will  have  been  fo 
much   increafed  by   the  prefent  war,  that  it  will 

*  The  leaders  in  France  have  never  varied  in  the  dehVn  of 
introducing  revolution  into  other  countries;  this  is  one  thing 
on  which  they  are  all  of  one  mind,  and  have  been  ever  fince 
the  beginning.  The  firft  convention  thought  to  make  con- 
quells  by  fpeaking  and  writing,  the  fecond  by  force  of  arms, 
and  Robeipiene  by  terror.  The  plan  at  prefent  is  to  employ 
all  the  different  ways  at  once,  arms  with  one,  money  with 
another,  emiffaries  with  a  third;  by  dividing  all  to  triumph 
over  all,  and  to  finifh  by  robbing  each  one  at  its  leifure.  The 
fyftem  of  plunder  in  Holland  is  a  fpecimen ;  they  knew  the 
guillotine  made  commercial  wealth  difappear;  therefore  a  fix- 
ed requifition  is  firft  exacted,  on  pretence  of  neceffity,  with 
a  promife  of  protection  ;  another,  and  another  requifition 
fucceeds,  until  much  more  is  exadled  than  could  ever  have 
been  got  by  cpen  force  at  once. 

+  France  is  now  literally  in  the  fituation  of  a  rar-p-ed  vao-a- 
bond,  who  attacks  a  weU-drefled  man.  Its  own  fituation 
cannot  be  made  worfe,  while  every  blow  given  to  the  enemy 
does  an  injury,  until  he  fhall  be  reduced  to  the  fame  fituation 
of  filth  and  dirtinefs,  and  then  the  conteft  will  become  equal. 

not 
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not  be  difficult  to  create  confufion,  and  it  will 
not  be  very  difficult  to  attack  them  by  open  force, 
and  one  by  one.*  There  is  no  danger  of  a  new 
coalition  of  nations,  for  foine  time  at  leaft,  againfl 
France,  and  perhaps  it  will  even  be  found  pofli- 
ble  to  turn  the  arms  of  the  coalefced  powers 
againfl  each  other.  Recent  injuries  are  mod 
productive  of  quarrels,  and  the  unfair  ceceffion 
of  one  king  from  the  common  caufe  may,  with 
the  aid  of  a  little  intrigue,  bring  on  new  trou- 
bles. 

The  French  government,  by  changing  its  mea- 
fures  and  its  identity  at  pleafure,  enjoys  an  ad- 
vantage over  all  other  governments,  for  it  can 
avow,  or  rcfufe  to  avow,  any  meafure  that  it 
pleafes,  as  it  has  already  done. 

*  The  taxes  in  England  will  be  greatly  increafed  by  the 
revolution.  To  the  original  taxes  before  the  war,  will  be  add- 
ed theinterell  of  the  money  borrowed  to  carry  it  on  ;  and  it 
being  impoflible  to  put  either  the  navy  or  the  army  on  a  peace 
eiiablifhment,  loans  muit  either  be  continued  in  time  of  peace, 
or  elfe  heavy  taxes  laid  on  to  pay  the  increafed  expenfes.  It 
might  not  be  unreafonable  to  fuppofe,  it  will  be  thus  : 

Original  taxes  before  the  war  1 6  millions  a  year. 
Interell  or  money  borrowed  3   do. 

Expenfes  of  the  navy  kept  up  2  do. 

Of  the  army  ordnance  and  militia       1   do. 

Total    22  millions  annually. 

This  i*  not  a  very  pleafant  profpeft,  and  will  give  our  ene- 
mies a  great  handle  over  us,  fo  that  this  govornment  muil 
prepare  ferioully  to  make  a  ftand  againfl:  their  efforts,  and, 
if  poflible,  get  things  upon  fuch  a  footing  when  a  peace  is 
made,  as  to  prevent  the  neceflity  »f  keeping  up  the  army 
and  the  navy  above  the  ivfual  eftabiifhment. 

The 
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The  thing,  then,  on  which  the  fate  of  Europe 
depends  is  fimply  this  ;  Whether  the  revolutionary 
government  of  France,  or  the  power  of  defending  our- 
felves  againft  it,  jhall  finifh  the  jirjl  ?  that  is  to 
fay,  Whether  the  whole  of  the  coal jfced  powers 
fhall  be  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  making  peace 
with  France  before  the  convention  quits  Paris,  or 
before  the  affignats  ceafe  to  fuppty  the  place  of 
regular  taxes  ?  This  is  now  the  great  quellion 
upon  which  depends  the  welfare  of  Europe,  and 
it  muft  be  confeffed,  that  after  the  various  me- 
thods by  which  the  credit  of  the  affignats  have 
been  kept  up,  it  is  not  poffible  to  eilimate  the 
duration  of  that  refource,  there  is  even  reafon 
for  thinking,  that  whilft  the  revolutionary  go- 
vernment exifts,  affignats  will  be  preierved,  and 
that  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  fupply  the  place  of 
taxes. 

The  infatuation  of  the  French  prevents  them 
from  feeing  that  their  own  intereit.,  and  that  of  the 
reft  of  Europe,  is  the  fame  ;  they  want  liberty  and 
peace,  which  they  can  never  have  while  a  few  in- 
dividuals can  rule  the  mob  at  Paris,  and  rob  the 
whole  kingdom  by  means  of  their  affignats,  It 
would,  therefore,  be  the  intereit  of  the  whole 
of  Europe  to  come  to  a  proper  underftanding 
upon  this  fubject,  if  that  were  poffible ;  but  if 
that  is  not,  there  is  nothing  for  it,  but  for  other 
governments  to  fet  fefioufly  about  a  method  of 
protecting  themfelves  from  an  attack,  whether 
by  open  arms  or  by  difcontents  fomented. 

The  brilliant  campaign  which  the  French  made 
laft  year  tends  greatly  to  diminim  the  horror  in 
which   their  government  has   been  held.     Bra- 
very, 
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very,  in  all  cafes,  has  been  confidered  as  a 
fort  of  alleviation  of  guilt,  and  though,  per- 
haps, improperly  fo,  it  does  certainly  diminifh 
the  horror  in  which  men  hold  cruelty.  Nero 
never  did  any  tiling,  perhaps,  more  cruel  than 
Alexander  the  Great  did,  when  he  took  the  city 
of  Tyre,  but  the  one  was  brave  and  the  other 
was  only  fanguinary  ;  the  name  of  Nero  infpires 
horror  and  difguft,  that  of  Alexander  does  not, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  carries  along  with  it  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  efteem  and  admiration.  A  change 
pretty  limilar  has,  it  is  very  perceivable,  taken 
place  in  Europe  fince  the  beginning  of  the  lalt 
campaign.  i  he  French  arms  were  then  defpifed, 
and  their  crimes  abhorred  ;  people  now  eye  them 
differently,  their  fuccefs  has  operated  a  change 
in  their  favour  ;  people  talk  with  lei's  difguft  of 
their  crimes,  and  fpeak  of  their  government 
with  rather  more  refpecl. 

The  coalefced  powers  have  neglected  much 
that  they  ought  to  have  done,  and,  amonglt  other 
things,  they  have  neglected  to  contradict  the  re- 
ports fpread  about  the  bravery,  difcipline,  and 
order  of  the  Trench  armies.* 

Europe  is  left  in  ignorance  of  the  truth,  and 
of  a  truth  fo  eflential  to  be  known  and  fo 
eafily  made  known.  The  French  fet  to  work 
fyftematically  to  fpread  their  falle  reports  of  vic- 
tories, and  we  fet  to  work  to  make  known  our 

defeats.     The  o:afconades  of  Barrere  have  been 
o 

*  This  neglect  is  inconceivable,  fince  it  might  be  (o  eafily 
done,  and  hV.ce  the  fate  of  a  war  of  this  nature  depends  fo 
much  upon  the  general  opinion  which  people  entertain  cf  the 
conduct  of  the  oppefite  parties, 

copied 
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copied  into  all  newfpapers  in  all  countries,  with- 
out either  contradiction  or  commentary :  and 
even  thofe  who  know  their  falfity  have  remained 
iilent,  when  they  might  with  truth  have  faid,  (and 
without  danger  of  being  contradicted)  that  in  no 
one  cafe  when  the  numbers  wrere  equal,  have  the 
French  gained  a  victory  over  their  enemies ;  that 
they  have  never  preferved  difcipline  nor  order,  nor 
abftained  from  pillage,  except  when  they  have 
been  matters  of  the  country,  and  when,  by  a 
general  requifition  and  distribution  of  affignats, 
the  French  generals  could  confider  all  the  wealth 
and  property  of  the  conquered  country  as  being 
their  own  ftores,  in  their  own  magazines,  \_Note  T.~\ 
that  the  private  foldier  was  not  permitted  to  pil- 
lage the  individual,  becaufe  the  general  pillaged 
regularly  the  whole  country ;  but  that  where 
that  could  not  be  done,  there  was  no  fort  of 
exaction  and  vexation  that  was  not  exercifed. 

Why  are  not  mankind  informed  of  this  ?  Why 
has  pillage  and  deitru&ion  been  allowed  to  af- 
fume  the  appearance  of  juftice  and  order  ?  W here- 
fore  do  the  combined  powers  let  themfelves  be 
calumniated  and  abufed  ?  Why  has  it  not  been 
explained,  that  by  mere  dint  of  numbers  the 
French  have  triumphed  over  armies  fuperior  in 
bravery  and  in  {kill  ?  and  why  has  it  not  been 
explained,  that  the  revolutionary  government  of 
the  French  leaves  them  at  all  times  at  liberty  to 
Increafe  and  multiply  oppreffion  and  vexation  ? 
That  one  requifition,  which  is  the  title  they  have 
chofen  to  give  to  robbery,  does  not  preclude 
them  from  making  another  next  day,  that  their 

fyftcm 
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fyflem  (till  is  to  continue  to  take  till  nothing  more 
remains  to  be  taken.* 

The    French  themfelves   require   no  pofitive 
teftimony  of  guilt  where  there  are  moral  proofs  ; 
if  then  they  are  to  be  judged  by  their  own  rule, 
thofe  who  were  cruel  and  unjufl  laft  year,  mull 
be   cruel  and   unjufl  ftill,  becaufe,  though  men 
who  have  been  humane  may  become  cruel,  men 
who   have  once  been  practically  cruel  never  be- 
come humane ;  and   we  have  feen,  that  during 
the  whole  of  the  revolution  nothing  but  cruelty 
and  injuftice  has  prevailed,  though  the  rulers  and 
their  agents  have  often  changed  ;  therefore  it  is  in 
vain  that  the  blame  is  thrown  upon  any  particular 
man  or  fet  of  men,  it  remains  with  the  nation, 
and  muft  remain  with  it. 

Since  the  fall  of  Robefpierre,  though  Jacobins 

in  other  countries  have  not  been  lefs  aclive  than 

before,  and  though  they  found  in  him  and  his 

party  a  fcape  goat,  whom  they  might  load  with 

the  enormities  which  fprung  out  of  their  fyflem 

itfelf,  yet  they  have  not  had  the  courage  to  make 

an  attack  upon  other  governments,  in  the  fame 

way  that  they  did  in  the  times  of  the  conflituent 

aiiembly,  and  of  Briffot's  party.     They  do  not 

vaunt  the  rights  of  man,  as  ufual,  becaufe  they 

are  fenfible,  that  the  crimes  of  Robefpierre  may 

be  traced  to  that  impure  origin,  and  if  they  were 

to  flir  up  the  inquiry  it   might  hurt  their  caufe ; 

but  thofe  who  wifh  the  prefent  race  of  men  may 

not  be  facrificcd  to  wild  theories,  mould  ftir  up 

r  The  exprefiions  of  the  French  themfelves,  before  they 

entered  into   Flanders  laft,  were,  that  they  would  only  leave 
the  inhabitants  eyes  to  weep. 

that 
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that  difcuffion,  and  it  mould  not  only  be  proved* 
but  made  known  in  every  country,  that  the  ori- 
ginal declaration  of  rights  is  the  caiife  of  the  mi* 
feries  of  France.  This  is  the  more  neceffary, 
that  the  enemies  of  order  and  government  now 
attack  people  by  the  mod  infidious  method  of  any5 
by  endeavouring  to  flir  up  difcontent ;  they  can- 
not now  hold  France  up  as  they  ufed  to  do,  as 
a  model  to  copy  from,  but  they  know  that  dif- 
content brings  on  revolution,  and  that  is  all  they 
want. 

The  language  of  thofe  who  praifed  the  French 
conftitution  as  being  a  mafter-piece,  and  who 
admired  its  authors,  are  now  a  little  afhamed  of 
their  error,  fmce  the  guillotine  has  made  fuch  ra- 
vages amongft  their  heroes,  and  fmce  th  e  fyftem 
they  admired  has  produced  fuch  unheard-of 
fcenes  of  mifery,  difirefs,  and  wickednefs ;  but 
thofe  fame  perfons  are  not  one  bit  lefs  fevere  on 
the  imperfections  of  other  governments  ;  on  one 
fide  they  extenuate  much,  and  on  the  other  feem  to 
fet  down  much  in  malice  ;  for  certainly  take  man > 
infulated  from  all  degree  of  anger  and  refent- 
ment  on  one  fide,  or  of  favour  and  good-will  on 
the  other,  it  is  impoflible  to  {peak  with  expreffions 
of  indignation  againft  the  ellablifhed  governments 
of  Europe,  and  with  expreffions  of  complacency 
towards  the  government  of  France,  yet  fuch  is 
the  daily  practice ;  let  it  be  granted,  that  other 
p-overnments  are  bad,  vet  that  of  France  muft 
be  allowed  to  be  worfe,  as  the  end  of  every  go* 
vernment  is  to  make  the  people  happy. 

1 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  the  fuccefs  of 
the  French  arms  had  diminifhed  the  horror  in- 

fpired 
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fpired  by  their  crimes,  and  it  is  equally  true,  that 
with  refpect  to  their  enemies  their  own  caule  leems 
worfe,  becaufe  it  has  been  badly  defended.  The 
pillaging,  murdering  fans  culotte  holds  up  his 
victorious  arms,  and  fays,  there  is  my  title  to 
property,  let  him  who  dares  difpute  its  validity  ; 
whilft  his  enemies,  driven  behind  mountains  and 
rivers,  are  employed  rather  in  concealing  the 
fhame  of  defeat  than  in  preparing  to  conteit  his 
right ;  and  what  we  have  obierved  during  the 
whole  of  the  revolution  to  take  place  in  Paris, 
amongil  parties,  is  on  the  brink  of  taking  place 
in  Europe,  amongft  nations.  Strength  and  power 
are  likely  to  be  where  they  are  thought  to  be, 
and  the  French,  victorious,  but  weak  and  refera- 
ble, will  foon  have  more  allies  than  thofe  who 
fight  againfl  them. 

As  we  have  traced  the  origin  of  Jacobinifm, 
but,  above  all,  its  rapid  progrefs,  to  caufes  that 
had  long  exifted  in  the  government  of  France, 
we  may  likewife  find,  that  its  continuance,  not- 
withftanding  the  unexampled  mifery  with  which 
it  has  been  attended,  is  owing  to  caufes  that  exilt 
in  other  governments,  and  it  would  be  well  for 
thofe  who  are  molt  interefted  in  the  prefent  order 
of  things,  to  confider  what  they  have  at  prefent, 
what  rifks  they  run,  and  what  they  may  do  to 
enfu: ;  themfelves  againfl:  thofe  rifks. 

It  would  be  vain  to  imagine,  that  thofe  who 
endeavour  to  fow  difcontent  in  other  countries, 
could  meet  with  attentive  hearers,  if  men  were 
not  inclined  by  fome  general  motive  to  liften  to 
them. 

Vol.  II.  G  §  Wo 
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We  can  eafily  fuppofe  a  leading  orator,  and  a 
few  of  his  friends,  to  be  actuated  by  perfonal 
motives  of  intereft  or  revenge  ;  we  can  fuppofe 
the  prefident  of  a  club,  and  a  few  of  his  affo- 
ciates,  to  be  the  fame ;  but  how  are  we  to  ac- 
count for  the  avidity  with  which  a  great  portion 
of  the  public  is  fwayed  by  thofe  orators,  and  that 
men  who  are  neither  ambitious  nor  vindictive  are 
amongfl  their  followers.  We  find  that  this  is  the 
cafe,  and  the  following  is  the  reafon. 

The  exifling  governments  of  Europe,  except- 
ing none,  hold  abufc,  when  fanclified  by  prece- 
dent too  facred,  and  therefore  abuies  are  always 
accumulating  without  any  hopes  of  their  being  di- 
minifhed.  The  French  government  is  bad,  but  it 
is  an  experiment,  and  perpetually  flatters  people 
with  the  hope  of  improvement.  Other  govern- 
ments, vaftly  more  free  in  themfelves,  and  vaftly 
more  conducive  to  individual  happinefs,  do  not 
offer  any  hope  of  improvement,  and  therefore 
create  difcontent. 

« 

It  may  be  faid,  that  this  is  not  reafonable  ;  per- 
haps it  is  not,  but  it  is  natural  to  man.  The 
richeft  proprietor  in  England,  will  not  he  be  dif- 
pleafed  if  an  acre  is  taken  from  his  eftate  ?  and 
the  pooreft,  will  he  not  be  pleafed  when  he  fees  a 
profpecl  of  his  little  property  augmenting  ?  It 
will  be  no  argument  with  the  rich  man,  that  he 
has  got  Hill  ten  thoufand  times  as  much  as  the 
poor  ;  no,  he  thinks  not  of  that,  but  of  what  he 
ought  to  have.  Juft  fo  it  is  with  us,  the  miferies 
of  France  afford  no  confolation  to  an  Engliihman, 
who  confiders,  that  though  the  abufes  in  this 
country  are  not  nearly  equal  to  thofe  in  France, 

yet 


JACOBINISM.  C43 

yet  (till  there  are  abufes,  and   that  he  has  not 
the  profpect  of  a  remedy  which  he  might  expect. 

Upon  the  fuppofition  that  the  legislature  of  this 
countrr  wifh  Gncgrely  to  preferve  the  prefent  or- 
der of  things,*  it  may  be  reprefented  to  them, 
that,  if  the  defire  of  reform  is  fo  inherent  in  the 
breads  of  men,  as  to  make  any  confidcrable  por- 
tion of  them  willing  to  run  the  riik  of  a  revolution, 
it  ought  to  be  carefully  confidered,  by  what  means 
fo  terrible  a  thing  as  revolution  is  to  be  pre- 
vented. 

The  error  of  the  flrft  affembly  in  France,  in 
rendering  all  parts  of  their  conftitution  equally 
facred,  brought  on  the  deftruclion  of  the 
whole.  The  rotten  pulled  down  with  it  what 
was  found.  The  abufes  of  the  feudal  fyftem  were 
the  caufe  of  its  total  deftruclion,  though  fome 
parts  of  it  were  good.  The  unwillingnefs  of  the 
court  of  France  to  make  a  few  facrifices  to  the 
people  with  a  good  grace,  brought  on  terrible 
calamities,  that  ended  in  the  total  deftruclion  of 
the  court,  and  the  mifery  of  the  people.  A  little 
fooner,  or  a  little  later,  fimilar  caufes  produce 
fimilar  effects  in  all  countries ;  for  the  mind  of 
man  throughout  the  world  is  nearly  the  fame. 
Hope  and  fear  act  on  all,  and  muft  always  do  fo  ; 
therefore,  no  nation  can  with  reafon  think  that  it 
will  be  exempted  from  the  revolutions,  which  the 
paffions  of  men  bring  on,  by  any  other  mode 
than  that  of  preventing  the  unfavourable  action 
of  thofe  paffions. 

*  What   applies  to    England,  will  apply  to   moll  other 
1  iugh  not  always  in  the  fame  deg;xc. 

There 
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There  is  one  reform  in  this  country  that  will 
inevitably  bring  on  a  revolution  when  it  takes 
place  ;  that  is,  the  reform  of  the  reprefentation 
of  the  people  ;  therefore,  that  reform  mould  be  by 
fome  means  prevented ;  and  though  there  are 
many  devices,  that  may  be  fallen  upon  to  retard 
the  meafure,  there  is  but  one  to  prevent  it.  The 
houfe  of  Commons  mult  fhow  that  it  requires  no 
reform,  and  then  the  nation  will  be  contented, 
but  never  till  then. 

Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people,  to  inquire  into  what  may  be  done  for  the 
happinefs  of  the  people,  and  to  go  on  with  a 
reiolute  intention  and  a  firm  flep  in  the  execution 
of  their  defign  ?  Is  it  not  notorioufiy  known  by 
the  experience  of  every  day  that  the  code  of  civil 
law  in  this  country  wants  amendment,  and  its 
administration  wants  it  ftill  more  ?  Does  not  the 
whole  nation  cry  out,  as  with  one  voice,  againir. 
an  army  of  depredators,  who,  under  the  pretence 
of  procuring  juftice*  for  individuals,  rob  them 
often  of  their  all.  A  reform  in  the  law  would 
lead  to  no  dangerous  confequences,  and  it  would 
be  of  infinite  utility,  and  create  univerfal  fatisfac- 
tion ;  it  would  give  hope.  We  mould  not  then 
fee  a  few  miierable  wretches  hanged  for  ftealing 
trifles,  while  we  fee  others  riding  in  coaches, 
fupported  by  the  fpoils  of  whole  families,  and 
inmlting  the  indigence  which  they  have  produced. 

*  With  refpeft  to  the  judges  of  this  country,  It  rnuft  be 
faid  to  their  honour,  that,  in  no  country  under  the  fun  are 
they  more  equitable,  nor  more  careful  to  fearch  out  truth, 
and  adminiiter  juftice;  but  then,  tied  up  by  law  and  prece- 
dent on  one  fide,  and  tormented  by  the  chicane  and  fubter- 
fuge  of  men  who  aft  in  their  courts,  they  have  it  not  in  their 
power  always  to  do  juftice;  not,  when  they  do,  have  they 
any  proper  controul  over  theexpenfe  which  that  juftice  cofts. 

When 
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When  evils  are  complained  of,  let  thofe  who 
can  remedy  them  inquire  into  them  with  candour 
and  attention  ;  if  they  admit  of  a  remedy,  let  it 
be  applied  ;  and  if  they  do  not,  let  that  be  prov- 
es, and  we  mall  be  fatisried  ;  but  it  mud  be  own- 
ed, that  contentment  and  fatisfaction  cannot  be 
expected  at  any  letter  price. 

Thofe  who  enjoy  places  of  power  and  profit, 
let  them  do  it  with  modefty  and  moderation  ;  and 
above  all,  let  them  fulfil  the  duties  of  their  offi- 
ces ;  let  it  be  confidered  that  every  thing  has  its 
price,  and  that  the  liberty  and  happinels  which 
we  enjoy,  may  feem  too  dear. 

Let  the  vigour  of  government  be  preferved  ; 
let  it  yield  nothing  to  menace,  but  every  thing  to 
juflice  ;  and  though  we  have  feen  that  abliract 
principles  are  daigerous  in  governments,  there 
is  one  principle  that  may  be  adopted  without  dan- 
ger :  Thai  when  the  filiation  of  mankind  can  be 
a)  derated  by  a  change,  without  running  any  rijk 
of  making  it  ivorfe,  it  ovght  to  be  done,  and  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  rulers  to  do  it. 

Jovcrmnents,  are  obliged  to  employ  many  forts 
of  means  to  fupport  their  power  ;  and  when  they 
ceafe  to  employ  any,  they  loon  fall.  A  bad  go- 
vernment that  appears  eternally  flruggling  to 
render  the  people  happy  by  good  laws,  even  it  it 
mould  not  fuccecd,  will  find  advocates  and  ad- 
mirers, it  will  even  inipire  enthufiafm  in  many 
cafes,  as  we  fee  that  of  France  has  done;  but  a 
government  that  fcems  carelefs  of  procuring  the 
ameliorations  that  are  pointed  out,  and  may  be 
obtained,  will  find  few  advocates,  few  admirers, 
and  never  will  infpire  enthufiafm. 

We 
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We  have  feen  that  affiliated  clubs,  interfering 
in  the  politics  and  adminiftration  of  a  country, 
are  the  ruin  of  peace,  happinefs,  and  liberty. 
Let  them  be  forbidden  by  law  under  the  fevered 
penalties ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  let  thofe  who 
apply  for  a  redrefs  of  grievances  in  a  fair,  open, 
and  candid  manner,  meet  with  attention :  let  not 
the  power  of  rulers  flifle  public  complaint,  nor 
the  infolence  of  office  infult  or  opprefs  the  indi- 
vidual. The  times  are  changed  fince  Shakefpeare's 
days  :  men  do  not  now  rather  bear  the  ills  they 
have,  than  fly  to  others  that  they  know  not  of. 

The  infolence  of  office,  the  law's  delay,  and 
the  affronts  that  patient  merit  of  the  unworthy 
bears,  are  griefs  of  which  the  prefent  age  com- 
plains, and  which  it  is  not  inclined  to  bear  any 
longer  with  patience.  As  this  is  evident  beyond 
a  doubt,  let  a  remedy  be  fought  by  amelioration, 
of  which  the  confequences  maybe  calculated. 

Though  the  fyftem  of  Jacobinifm,  and  the 
reign  of  Jacobins  did  not  ceafe  with  Robefpierre, 
yet  its  hiftory,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  interior  of 
France,  may  with  propriety  flop  for  the  prefent 
at  that  period,  becaufe  the  real  conduct  of  the 
leaders  of  any  party  is  not  known  till  that  party 
falls;  and,  as  the  party  which  overthrew  Robef- 
pierre is  yet  in  the  Capitol,  though  perhaps  not  very 
far  from  the  Tarpeian  rock,  yet  it  is  not  time  to 
examine  its  conduct  any  farther  than  to  obferve 
that,  though  the  revolutionary  government  has 
continued,  and  the  requisitions  alfo,  yet  neither 
have  been  put  in  execution  with  the  rigour  for- 
merly employed.  We  have  already  obferved 
that  the  true  guarantee  of  the  good  intentions 
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of  the  prefent  governors  of  France  would  be 
their  laying  afide  that  unexampled  degree  of 
power  io  eafily  abufed.  We  (hall  give  them  their 
credit  for  moderation  and  for  good  intentions, 
when  they  enatt  laws  and  eftabliih  a  conftitution, 
after  having  inquired  by  what  means  the  defpo- 
tifm  under  which  France  groaned  in  the  time  of 
Robefpierre  was  eftablifhed.  It  will  not  be  faid 
that  if  Robefpierre's  wickednefs  made  him  exer- 
cife  a  cruel  defpotifm,  that  his  own  abilities  or 
gigantic  force  made  him  a  defpot.  He  either 
mull  have  found  men  or  things  to  favour  his 
ambitious  views ;  thole  fhould  be  fought  after  ; 
and,  furely,  it  cannot  be  very  difficult  to  trace 
his  tyranny  to  the  declaration  of  rights  and  the 
infurrections  brought  about  by  means  of  it  and 
of  the  Jacobin  club. 

It  is  by  no  means  with  the  unfair  intention  of 
painting  Jacobinifm  in  its  blacked:  colours,  that 
we  ceafe  its  hiitory  at  the  fall  of  its  greateft  ty- 
rant ;  although  the  revolution  has  gained  many 
partifans  by  its  hiflorian  flopping  at  the  1  oth  of 
Auguft,  and,  therefore,  only  mewing  its  faireft 
fide.  Such  partial  reprefentations,  if  done  with 
intention,  are  unfair  ;  the  reigns  of  Nero  and 
Caligula  are  not  to  be  felected  and  given  as  the 
reigns  of  Roman  emperors,  neither  are  thofe  of 
Marcus  Aurelius  and  Titus  Antoninus  to  be 
given  under  that  title.  Truth  is  the  object  of 
Hiitory,  and  whatever  tend;;  to  difguife  that,  de- 
ftroys  its  true  end. 

The  parties  of  Talien  and  Barrere  had  been 
directly  oppofed  to  each  other  before  the  fall  of 
Robefpierre!,  and  that  difference  foon  broke  out 

again 
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again,  as  might  be  expected.  The  different  par- 
tisans of  Barrere  and  Collot  d'Herbois,  as  well 
as  themfelves,  have  been  banimed  ;  and  this  pu- 
rification will  probably  go  on  till  fome  new  iniur- 
rection  takes  place,  of  which  the  fate  will  de- 
pend, as  is  ufual  in  all  their  infurrections,  upon 
the  public  opinion  with  refpecl  to  the  ftrength  of 
the  parties.  Talien  and  his  friends  have  now 
ruled  about  nine  months ;  they  have  (hewn  fome 
moderation  and  much  addrefs ;  they  have  already 
fucceeded  in  weakening  their  enemies  by  the  fub- 
jection  of  Holland,  and  by  detaching  the  King 
of  Pruma  from  the  league  againft  them.  They 
have  been  witnetfes  to  vexatious  exactions  in 
Holland,  and  unexampled  cruelties  committed 
by  their  armies  in  Spain.  In  Holland,  where 
they  were  mailers,  they  have  avowed  their  injuf- 
tice ;  in  Spain,  where  they  expect,  yet  to  make 
conquefts,  they  have  difavowed  their  cruelties, 
but  they  have  not  punifhed  them.  But  the  belt 
of  all  their  actions  is  their  having  punifhed  the 
agents,  and  what  they  call  the  continuators  of 
Robefpierre,  and  expofed  the  cruelties  which 
were  committed  under  his  reign  ;  though,  until 
they  have  difavowed  his  principles,  and  laid  down 
their  power,  it  will  be  difficult  for  us  to  forget 
that  they  themfelves  were  of  the  number  of  the 
tyrant's  agents. 

More  moderate  than  Robefpierre,  and  lefs  fo 
than  Briffot  and  his  party,  the  prefent  rulers  of 
France  have  co-operated  with  both ;  but  all  the 
three  agreed  perfectly  in  their  plans  of  conquerl, 
though  they  differed  about  the  means ;  they  all 
agreed  in  the  principle  of  infurrecrion  and  what 

they 
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they  call  liberty  and  equality,  but  they  differed  as 
to  the  lengths  to  which  they  fhould  be  carried 
In  one  word,  they  have  all  joined  in  deftroying 
religion  and  government,  and  pillaging  property, 
though  they  have  all  differed  about  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  power  and  the  divifion  of  the  fpoils.  It 
cannot,  therefore,  be  admitted  that  Jacobinifm 
does  not  reign  in  France,  becaufe  of  late  they 
have  exclaimed  againft  it ;  but  their  doing  fo  is  a 
proof  that  the  mifery  of  the  country  is  by  them- 
felves  afcribed  to  the  principles  adopted  by  the 
clubs,  and  propagated  by  them.  And  it  affords 
a  reafonable  ground  of  hope  that,  as  their  delu- 
fion  ceafes,  their  mifery  will  decreafe,  and  that 
that  miferable  nation  may  at  laft  find  happinefs 
reftored,  by  refloring  order  and  governments 
which  fhe  has  fo  long  facrificed,  to  a  love  of  the- 
ory, and  imaginary  perfection. 

The  Jacobins  individually  having  become  odi- 
ous, it  will  naturally  follow  that  their  principles 
will  become  fo  too  ;  though,  from  the  prefent 
ftatc  of  things  to  fo  happy  a  conclufion,  there 
muft  be  a  long  progreifion,  and  many  itorms  are 
to  be  feared,  in  fome  of  which  Jacobinifm  may 
triumph,  but,  in  the  end,  it  muft  fall  j  mifery 
muft  at  laft  get  the  better  of  vanity;  the  provin- 
ces of  France,  muft,  in  the  end,  fhake  off  the 
yoke  of  the  rabble  of  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Antoine; 
and  the  nation  will  at  laft  fee  into  the  abiurdity 
of  putting  every  thing  at  the  difpofition  of  a 
number  of  intriguing  defpots,  who  by  means  of 
1  printing  prefs  and  reams  of  affignats,  pillage  the 
nation,  and  excite  maffacre  and  bloodfhed.  Never 
did  anv  nation  pay  fo  dear  for  an  error,  nor  never 
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did  any  ftruggle  begun  for  liberty  fo  effectually 
retard  its  progrefs ;  but  the  whole  human  race 
may  profit  by  it,  and  it  may  be  the  means  of 
procuring  happinefs  for  ages  yet  to  come,  by 
mewing  the  danger  of  error  when  fupported  by 
enthufiafm. 


NOTES. 
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NOTE     A. 
DECLARATION  OF  THE  KING. 

Concerning  the  pfait  holding  of  the  States-General  read 
to  the  AJfinbly  of  the  States  at  the  Seance  Royale  of  the 
23^/  of  June,    1789. 


I 


T  is  the  king's  will  that  the  three  orders  of  the  flate 
fhould  be  preferved  entire,  as  being  effentially  connected 
with  the  conftitution  of  his  kingdom  :  that  the  deputies 
freely  chofen  by  each  of  the  three  orders,  forming  three 
chambers,  deliberating  by  order  (or  feparately)  and 
having  a  right,  with  the  approbation  of  his  majefty,  to 
determine  upon  deliberating  in  common,  are  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  forming  the  body  of  reprefentatives  of  the  na- 
tion. In  confequence  of  this,  the  king  declares  the 
deliberations  adopted  by  the  deputies  of  the  orders  of 
the  third  date  on  the  1 7th  of  this  month  \  as  alfo  what- 
ever may  arife  out  of  thefe  deliberations,  to  be  null  and 
void,  as  being  illegal  and  unconstitutional. 

His  majefty  declares  to  be  good  and  valid  al!  the 
powers  of  deputies  verified,  or  to  be  vcriiied  in  each 
chamber,  againft  which  no  objections  hive  arifen,  or 
rn  ill  arife.  His  majefty  orders  that  communication 
fhall  be  mutually  and  rcfpeclivcly  given  between  the 
orders  on  that  fubje&. 

With 
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With  regard  to 'the  powers  which  may  be  contefted, 
in  each  order,  and  concerning  which  the  parties  inte- 
refted  will  do  what  is  necefTary,  the  king  will  determine 
in  the  manner  hereafter  to  be  ordered,  for  and  during 
the  holding  of  the  prefent  ftates-general  only. 

The  king  breaks  and  annuls,  as  being  unconftitution- 
al,  contrary  to  the  writs  of  convocation,  and  to  the  inte- 
reft  of  the  flate,  fuch  reflriclion  of  power,  as  by  dimin- 
ifliing  the  freedom  of  deputies  to  the  ftates-general,  may 
hinder  them  from  adopting  the  forms  of  deliberation 
taken  feparately,  by  order,  or  in  common  by  the  diitinct 
will  of  the  three  orders. 

If,  contrary  to  the  intentions  of  the  king,  fome  of  the 
deputies  have  taken  an  oath  rafhly,  not  to  deviate  from 
fome  particular  form  of  deliberation,  his  majefty  leaves 
it  to  their  conscience  to  determine  whether  or  not  the 
rules  which  he  is  about  to  lay  down,  agree  with,  or  dif- 
fer from  the  letter  or  the  fpirit  of  the  engagements 
which  they  have  taken. 

The  king  permits  thofe  deputies  who  think  them- 
felves  confined  by  their  inftruclions,  to  demand  new 
powers  from  their  conftituents.  But  his  majefty  en- 
joins them  to  remain,  in  the  mean  time,  at  the  ftates- 
general,  and  to  give  their  opinion  and  advice  on  the 
preffing  affairs  of  the  ftate. 

His  majefty  declares,  that  in  a  future  convocation  of 
the  ftates-general,  he  will  not  allow  the  cahiers  or  or- 
ders given  to  the  deputies  to  be  confidered  as  any  thing 
more  than  fimply  inftructions  confided  to  the  confcience 
and  free  opinion  of  the  deputies  chofen. 

His  majefty  having  exhorted  the  three  orders  to  re- 
unite themfelves  for  the  good  of  the  ftate,  during  the 
holding  of  the  prefent  ftates,  and  no  longer,  that  they 
may  deliberate  in  common  upon  affairs  of  general  util- 
ity, defires  to  make  known  his  intentions  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  are  to  proceed. 

Nothing 
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Nothing  can  be  treated  of  in  a  common  afTembly  that 
regards  the  ancient  conllitutional  rights  of  the  three 
orders,  the  form  that  is  to  be  given  to  future  aflem- 
blies,  of  the  dates-general,  feudal  or  feignorial  proper- 
ty, cr  the  ufeful  rights,  or  honourable  prerogatives  of 
the  two  firil  orderj. 

The  particular  confent  of  the  clergy  fhall  be  neceffary 
for  all  regulations  that  may  intereit  religion,  ecclefiadi- 
cal  difcipline,  or  the  laws  and  regulations  refpecling 
regular  or  fecular  orders  and  bodies. 

All  deliberations  entered  into  by  the  three  orders,  in 
common,  about  the  conteded  powers  of  deputies,  fhall 
be  determined  by  the  plurality  of  votes  ",  but  if  two 
thirds  of  the  voices  m  one  of  the  three  orders  proteds 
againd  the  determination,  the  affair  Avail  be  appealed  to 
his  majedy,  to  be  by  him  definitively  determined. 

If  with  a  view  to  facilitate  the  re-union  of  the  three 
orders,  they  diall  wifh  that  the  quedions  to  be  delibe- 
rated in  common  fhall  be  determined  by  a  majority  of 
two-thirds  of  the  voices  only,  his  majedy  is  dilpofed  to 
authorife  that  method.  The  affairs  which  fhall  have 
been  decided  in  the  affembly  of  the  three  orders  re-unit- 
ed, diall  be  a  fecond  time  difcufled  the  day  following,, 
if  one  hundred  members  demand  it. 

The  king  wilhes  in  the  prefent  circumdances,  in 
order  to  prelerve  harmony  and  concord,  that  the  three 
chambers  fhould  begin  feparately  to  name  a  commiffion, 
compofed  of  any  number  of  deputies  they  may  think 
proper,  to  prepare  the  form  and  the  didribution  of  the 
beaureaus  of  confidence^  where  the  different  affairs  are  to 
be  difcufled. 

The  general  affembly  of  the  orders  fliall  be  reprefent- 
ed  by  the  prefulents,  chofen  by  each  of  the  orders,  ac- 
cording to  their  ufual  rank. 

Pood  orderj  decency,  and  liberty  in  voting,  require 

that 
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that  his  majefty  fhould  forbid,  exprefsly,  any  perfon 
who  is  not  a  member  of  the  ftates-general,  from  taking 
part  in  their  deliberations,  whether  they  are  taken  joint- 
ly or  feparately. 

DECLARATIONS  OF   THE    INTENTIONS  OF 

THE  KING. 

No  new  tax  fhall  be  levied,  nor  any  old  one  continued 
beyond  the  term  fixed  by  the  law,  without  the  confent 
of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation. 

New  taxes  which  may  be  laid  on,  or  old  ones,  of 
which  the  duration  may  be  prolonged,  mail  never  be 
done  but  for  the  term  it  has  to  run,  between  fuch  time 
of  prolongation  or  laying  on,  and  the  meeting  of  the 
next  affembly  of  the  ftates-r general. 

As  loans  of  money  may  become  the  occafion  of  an 
increafe  of  expenfes,  no  loan  fhall  be  made  without  the 
confent  of  the  ftates-general,  except  in  cafe  of  war  or 
other  nation?.!  danger,  the  fovereign fhall  have  the  right  to 
borrow  a  fum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  millions  j  for 
the  intention  of  the  king  is  never  to  put  th  i  fafety  of 
his  empire  into  the  power  of  any  man  or  body  of  men. 

The  ftates-general  will  examine  with  care  the  fitua- 
•tion of  the  finances,  and  will  demand  all  the  informa- 
tion that  is  neceffary  for  underitanding  them  perfectly. 

A  table,  giving  a  ftate  of  the  revenue  and  expenfes, 
fhall  be  publifhed  every  year  in  a  form  propofcd  by  the 
ftntes-general,  and  approved  of  by  the  king. 

The  fums  deftined  for  each  department  in  the  ftate 
fhall  be  determined  in  a  fixed  and  invariable  manner, 
and  the  king  fubmits  the  expenfes  of  his  houfhcld  to 
that  fame  rule. 

* 

The  king's  will  is,  that  in  order  to  render  the  fums 
that  are  rieLeffary,  certain,  the  ftates-general  do  point 

out 
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out  to  him  the  rr-- nation  ~  necefTary,  which  his  majefty 
will  adopt  if  they  arc  fuch  as  are  confiffcent  with 
royal  dignity,  and  the  indifpenfable  difpatch  of  public 
affairs. 

The  rcprefentatives  of  the  nation,  faithful  to  the  laws 
of  honour  and  of  probity,  will  do  nothing  incompatible 
with  the  public  faith  ;  and  the  king  experts  that  the 
claims  of  the  creditors  of  the  ftate  (hall  be  confirmed  in 
the  moft  authentic  manner. 

When  the  difpofition  of  the  clergy  and  nobility,  ai* 
ready  formally  announced  of  renouncing  their  pecuni- 
ary privileges,  (hall  have  actually  been  realized  by  their 
deliberations,  the  intention  of  the  king  is  to  fanclion  it, 
and  that  in  future  there  fhall  not  exift  in  the  payment 
of  pecuniary  contributions  any  fort  of  privilege  cr 
diftinclion. 

The  king  wills,  that  in  order  to  render  facred  fo 
important  a  principle,  the  name  olta'illc  fhall  be  entirely 
abolifhed  in  the  kingdom,  and  that  the  tax  levied  by  that 
title,  fhall  be  commuted  with  the  twentieth,  or  fome 
other  territorial  tax  j  or  that  it  be  replaced  in  fome  other 
manner,  but  upon  jult,  fair,  and  equal  principles, 
without  diftinclion  of  rank,  birth,  or  condition. 

The  king  wills,  that  the  right  of  franc-fief  fhall  be 
abolifhed  as  feon  as  the  revenues  and  expenfes  of  the 
flate  fhall  be  brought  to  balance  each  other. 


□ 


All  forts  of  property,  without  diftincYion,  fhali  hi 
conftantly  refpetted ;  and  his  majefty  exprefsly  men- 
tions, under  the  name  of  property,  tythes,  hundredths, 
rents,  rights,  and  fervices,  feudal  and  feignorial;  and 
in  general  all  ufeful  or  honourable  rights  and  preroga- 
tives attached  to  lands  or  fiefs,  or  belonging  to  pcrfons. 

The  two  firft  orders  of  the  'rate  (hall  continue  to  en- 
joy the  exemption  of  peribnal  charges,  but  the  king 
\vifhes  the  ftates-general  to  obey  itfelf  in  converting 
thefe  fort  of  charge-  into  contributions  in  money,  and 

then 
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then  that   all  the   orders   fhould  be  alike  fubjec"led  to 
them. 

The  intention  of  his  majedy  is  to  determine,  with 
the  advice  of  the  dates-general,  what  are  to  be  the 
employments  and  places  which  (hall  in  future  tranfmit 
or  confer  nobility.  His  majefty,  neverthelefs,  accord- 
ing to  the  right  inherent  in  the  crown,  will  grant  pa- 
tents of  nobility  to  fuch  of  his  fubjects,  as,  by  fervices 
rendered  to  the  king  or  to  the  ftate,  fhall  have  fhewri 
themfelves  deferving  of  fuch  a  recompence. 

The  king  wifhing  to  fecure  perfonal  liberty  to  all 
citizens  in  a  lading  and  folid  manner,  invites  the  ftates- 
general  to  feek  out  and  propofe  to  him  the  bed  mode  of 
reconciling  the  abolition  of*»LETTRES  DE  cachet  with 
the  fafety  of  the  public,  and  with  the  precautions  ne-* 
ceflary  in  certain  cafes  to  prefcrve  the  honour  of  families, 
as  well  as  to  crufti  fedition  in  its  commencement,  and 
to  fecure  the  date  againd  the  effects  of  criminal  cor- 
refpondences  with  foreign  powers. 

The  dates-general  will  examine  and  make  known  to 
his  majedy  the  bed  means  of  reconciling  the  liberty 
of  the  press,  with  the  refpecr  due  to  religion  and 
manners,  and  the  honour  of  citizens. 

There  fliall  be  edablifhed  in  the  different  provinces 
or  generalities  of  the  kingdom,  provincial  dates,  com- 
pofed  of  two-tenths  of  members  of  the  clergy,  of 
whom  one  part  will  be  neceffarily  chofen  from  the  epif- 
copal  order,  three-tenths  from  the  order  of  the  nobility, 
and  five-tenths  from  the  third  edate. 

The  members  of  the  provincial  date  fhall  be  freely 
chofen  by  their  refpective  orders  ;  and  it  will  be  necef- 
fary  to  be  pofTefTed  of  fome  property  in  order  to  be 
either  a  voter  or  a  member. 

The  deputies  of  the  provincial  dates  fhall  deliberate 

in  common  upon  all  affairs,  according  to  the  cuftoms 

and   praclice  of  the  provincial  afiemblies  whom   thefe 

dates  fhall  replace. 

An 
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An  intermediate  commiffion,  chofen  by  thefe  dates, 
fhall  adminider  the  affairs  of  the  province  during  the 
interval  of  the  feflions ;  and  thefe  intermediate  com- 
miflions  being  refponfible  for  their  conduct,  (hall  have 
delegates  chofen  by  themfelves  alone,  or  by  the  provin- 
cial dates. 

The  dates-general  will  propofe  to  the  king  their  views 
with  refpect  to  all  other  parts  of  the  interior  organiza- 
tion  of  the  provincial  dates,  and  for  the  choice  of  the 
forms  applicable  to  the  election  of  the  members  of  the 
faid  dates. 

Independent  of  the  objects  of  adminidration  with 
which  the  provincial  afTemblies  are  charged,  the  king 
will  confide  to  their  care  the  adminidration  of  hofpitals> 
prifons,  depots  for  mendicants,  foundling  hofpitals, 
the  infpection  into  the  expenfes  of  towns,  the  care  of 
foreds,  the  care  and  the  fale  of  timber,  and  fuch  other 
objects  as  may  be  advantageoufly  adminidered  by  the 
provinces. 

All  contedations  that  may  arife  in  the  provinces 
where  ancient  dates  have  exided,  and  all  reclamations 
againd  the  forming  of  thefe  afTemblies,  fhould  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  dates-general,  who  will  make  known 
to  his  majedy  the  difpofitions  of  judice  and  of  wifdom 
which  it  may  be  proper  to  adopt,  in  order  to  edablifh  % 
fixed  rule  in  the  adminidration  of  thefe  provinces. 

The  king  invites  the  dates-general  to  occupy  itfelf  to 
difcover  the  bed  means  of  turning  the  royal  domains  to 
advantage,  as  well  as  to  give  their  views  with  refpect  to 
thofe  which  are  mortgaged. 

The  dates-general  will  occupy  itfelf  about  a  project 
conceived  a  long  time  pad  of  carrying  all  the  cudom- 
houfes  to  the  frontiers  of  the  kingdom,  fo  that  the  mod 
unredrained  and  free  circulation  of  merchandifes,  whe- 
ther foreign  or  national,  may  take  place  in  the  interior 
of  the  kingdom. 
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His  majefty  dcfires  that  the  vexatious  effects  of  the 
taxes  on  fait,  and  the  importance  of  that  revenue,  may- 
be carefully  confidered  ;  and  that,  at  all  events,  means 
of  foftening  the  rigour  in  receiving  the  faid  tax  be  at- 
tended to. 

His  majefty  defires  likewife  that  the  inconveniencies 
arifing  from  the  droits  d' aides  >  and  other  taxes,  may  be 
carefully  confidered,  but  without  lofing  fight  of  the 
abfolute  neceffity  of  preferving  an  exact  balance  be- 
tween the  revenue  and  the  expenfes  of  the  ftate. 

According  to  the  intentions  manifefted  by  his  majef- 
ty, in  his  declaration  of  the  23d  of  laft  September, 
the  king  will  examine  with  ferious  attention  fuch  pro- 
jects as  fhall  be  delivered  to  him  on  the  adminiftration 
of  juftice,  and  of  the  means  of  perfectioning  the  civil 
and  criminal  code. 

The  king  wills,  that  fuch  laws  as  he  may  promulgate 
during  the  holding  of  the  ftates-general  fliall  not  fuffer 
any  delay  in  the  enregiflering,  nor  any  obftacle  in  then- 
execution,  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  his  king- 
dom. 

His  majefty's  will  is,  that  the  corvee  for  the  making 
and  keeping  in  repair  high  roads,  fhall  be  entirely  and 
perpetually  abolifhed  in  his  kingdom. 

The  king  wills  the  abolition  of  the  right  of  mainmorte> 
of  which  his  majefty  has  given  an  example  on  his  own 
domains,  fhould  be  extended  to  the  whole  of  France  ; 
and  that  fome  means  may  be  propofed  to  him  to  in- 
demnify the  lords  in  poffefhon  of  fuch  rights. 

His  majefty  will  inceffantly  make  known  to  the 
ftates-general  the  rules  by  which  he  means  to  regulate 
the  capatainer'ws,  and  thereby  give  his  fubje£ts  a  proof 
of  his  affection  by  putting  veftrictions  on  what  is  molt 
intimately  connected  with  his  perfonal  enjoyments. 

The* 
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The  king  invites  the  ftates-general  to  confider  the 
drawing  for  the  militia  in  every  point  of  view  ;  and  to 
confider  on  the  beft  modes  for  reconciling  the  defence 
or  the  ftate  with  the  ameliorations  which  he  would  wifh 
to  bring  about  in  the  condition  of  the  fubject. 

It  is  the  king's  will  that  all  rules  and  dilpofitions  for 
public  order  and  the  happinefs  of  his  people,  which  his 
majefty  fhall  have  fandlioned  by  his  authority  during 
the  feffion  of  the  prefent  ftates-general ;  and,  amonglt 
others,  thofe  relative  to  perfonal  liberty,  equality  of 
taxes,  the  eftabliihnvent  of  provincial  ftates,  never  can 
be  changed  without  the  confent  of  the  three  orders 
taken  feparately.  His  majefty  places  them  already  in 
the  rank  of  national  property  ;  and  he  defires  to  place 
thefe,  like  every  other  fpecies  of  property,  under  the 
moft  facred  guard  poflible. 

His  majefty,  after  having  called  the  ftates-general  in 
order  to  aflift  him  in  great  objects  of  public  utility,  and 
in  every  thing  that  can  contribute  to  the  happinefs  of 
his  people,  declares  in  the  molt  exprefs  manner,  that 
he  will  preferve  entire  and  without  the  leaft  alteration 
the  inftitution  of  the  army,  as  well  as  of  all  autho- 
rity, police,  and  power,  over  the  military,  fuch  as 
the  French  monarchs  have  always  enjoyed. 

I  have  given  this  tranflatibn  complete,  as  being  the 
only  fpecimen  that  I  know  of  the  legiflative  talents  or 
difpofition  of  the  court  of  France,  previous  to  the  14th 
of  July,  towards  bettering  the  ftate  of  the  people.  A 
few  obfervations  mult  occur  to  every  one  on  reading 
this.  To  all,  the  time  and  circumftances  under  which 
this  was  offered  will  render  its  fincerity  fuipected  ;  and 
it  is  evident  that  no  fecurity  was  given  for  the  perma- 
nence of  the  advantages  that  were  offered  and  the  con- 
cellions  propofed.  It  was,  in  one  word,  a  half-meafure  ; 
for  an  arbitrary  monarch  it  was  too  much,  and  for  a  free 
people  too  little.  The  royalifts  are  attached  to  this  de- 
claration in  the  fame  way  that  the  conftitutionalifts  are 
.    the  conftitution,  and  with  juft  as  litl  fan.     The 

king 
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king  here  fays,  that  when  he  promulgates  a  law,  during 
the  fitting  of  the  ftates,  no  delay  to  the  fanclion,  nor 
no  oppofition  to  the  execution  was,  to  be  given  ;  he 
there  impofed  a  very  hard  law,  and  fet  his  enemies  the 
example  about  the  veto.  Whoever  compofed  this  muft 
be  accufed  of  total  ignorance  of  the  rights  that  are  ne- 
cefiary  to  fecure  freedom,  and  to  protect  the  people 
againft  arbitrary  power.  At  the  fame  time  that  1  make 
thefe  obfervations,  I  think,  that  if  it  were  poffible  for 
thofe  who  pofTefs  power  to  exercife  it  with  moderation, 
and  to  keep  ftrittly  to  what  is  their  right,  France  might 
have  enjoyed  great  advantages  under  their  monarchy 
with  thofe  modifications,  for  I  do  not  think  they  are 
capable  of  ever  enjoying  what  we  in  England  call 
freedom.  I  know  them  well,  and  I  fhall  never  believe, 
until  I  am  convinced  by  experience,  that  the  French 
have  patience  or  calmnefs  fufficient  to  adminifter  a  free 
government,  and  without  a  good  adminiftration,  free- 
dom is  worfe  than  defpotifm. 


NOTE     B. 


A  CIRCUMSTANCE  little  known  will  prove, 
that  there  was  no  bravery  difplayed  in  the  taking  cf  the 
Baftille.  A  number  of  the  fubfcribers  to  the  Lyceum 
at  Paris  determined  to  collect  and  publifh  the  facts  rela- 
tive to  fo  extraordinary  an  exploit ;  accordingly,  a  great 
number  of  witnefTes  were  examined,  and  it  was  disco- 
vered at  laft,  that  the  governor  had  opened  the  door,  and 
let  the  conquerors  walk  in.  A  debate  then  arofe 
amongft  the  compilers  of  the  hiftory — Shall  we  publifh 
a  thing  that  will  be  difgraceful  to  the  Parifians  after  fo 
much  boafting  and  fo  many  falfilies  ?  or  fhall  we  defiil? 
were  the  queftions.  Let  us  go  on,  faid  one  fubfcriber, 
we  are  fearching  for  truth,  let  us  find  it ;  but  as  all 
truths  are  not  good  to  be  told,  let  us  not  publifh  it. 
The  advice  was  taken,  and  the  latter  part  of  it  was  the 
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beft  •■>  for  certainly  the  conquerors  of  the  Baftiile  would 
foon  have  pulled  down  the  Lyceum,  if  the  truth  had 
been  published. 

This  anecdote,  for  the  truth  of  which  I  appeal  to  M. 
de   la  Harpe  and  M.  la  Croix,  or  any  of  the  literary 
gentlemen  who  attended  the  Lyceum  at  that  time,  is  a 
proof  of  the  fpirit  or  democratic  deception  which  per- 
vaded the  people  of  Paris  from  the  beginning  of  the 
revolution,  and  the  unanimity  with  which  the  French 
nation  joins  in  exalting  its  own  bravery  and  deceiving 
the   world.     "Whilft   all   orders  of  nobility   were    de- 
stroying,   an   order   was   inftituted,  (compofed  of  re- 
volted   lbldicrs,    fome   of    the    fans    culottes  of    the 
Fauxbourg   St.   Antoine,    and  M.    M.  Bailly  and  La 
Fayette)   decorated  with  a  medal,  bearing  the  inferip- 
tion,  "  Conquerors  of  the  Baftiile."   The  origin  of  this 
was  infurrection,  and  the  manner  of  obtaining   it  was 
the  teftimony  of  feven  conquerors,  which  dubbed  the 
eighth  conqueror  too.     As   French  books  of  heraldry 
are  all  burned,  I   know  not   by   what  regulation  M. 
Bailly    and     La  Fayette   were    admitted    conquerors, 
as  they  were  at  Verfailles  on  that  glorious  day.     It  was 
by  fuch  tricks  as  this  that  all  Europe  was  juggled  by 
the  firft  revolutionists,  who  were   neither  conquerors, 
philosophers,    nor  well-meaning  men ;    but  who,    by 
falfe  facts    and   falfe  appearances,    contrived   to  pafs 
for  all  the  three. 


NOTE     C. 


Mi  DE  LA  FAYETTE  was  the  firft  who  read  a 
project  of  tire  rights  of  man  to  the  ailcmbly  on  the  1  oth 
of  July,  1789  j  the  immediate  confideration  of  this 
project  was  delayed  by  the  revolution,  which  happened 
two  days  after.  It  was  the  cuftom  for  fuch  different  de- 
puties  as  chofe  it,  to  give  projects  on  important  occa- 
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fions,  and  the  affembly  adopted  that  which  it  liked  the 
beft.  Mounier  was  a  literary  man  and  of  great  abili- 
ties, his  project  was  preferred ;  but,  in  fact,  it  was 
very  little  different  from  that  of  Fayette. 

Next  to  the  duty  of  infurrection,  the  unlimited  liberty 
of  the  prefs  was  the  worft  of  the  rights,  fedition  and 
calumny  are  the  elements  of  public  and  private  mifery 
and  misfortune,  and  it  is  very  unfortunate,  that  it 
ihould  be  poffible  fo  far  to  millead  people,  as  to  make 
them  for  a  moment  imagine,  that  the  caufe  of  liberty 
is  forwarded  by  fuch  rights.  A  democrat  imagined, 
as  the  bell  method  of  putting  an  end  to  the  defpots  of 
Europe,  to  difpatch  a  good  Haunch  French  patriot 
apothecary  to  each  capital  in  Europe,  where,  under  the 
cioak  of  the  law,  he  might  fell  poifon,  and  wait  for 
occafion  to  fell  it  to  good  purpofe.  A  very  gi-ave  dif- 
cuflion  took  place,  and  it  was  the  general  opinion  of 
the  democrats  prefent,  that  to  fell  poifon  was  one  of 
the  rights  of  man  on  all  occafions,  and  that  it  was 
fometimes  a  duty  (vend re  Varfenic  cejl  le  droit  de  toute 
homme>  et  V adminijirer  fur  des  certains  occafions  cejl  tin 
devoir).  To  fuch  a  pitch  as  this  did  a  declaration  of 
rights  and  duties  lead  men,  by  having  overturned  the 
ufual  ideas  of  moral  right  and  wrong,  and  fet  the 
ignorant  and  ambitious  loofe  on  a  fea  of  error. 


NOTE     D. 


THE  declaration  of  rights  originated  with  M.  de  la 
Fayette  two  days  before  infurrection  broke  out  in  Paris, 
1  the  people  were  juil  full  of  that  new  idea  of  the 
faered  duty  of  infurrection,  when  the  armed  force  ar- 
riving gave  them  the  fignal  for  putting  the  principle  in 
practice.  If  the  famous  declaration  of  rights  were  out 
of  the  reach  of  criticifrn  in  any  other  way,  ftill  it 
tight  be  attacked   vv.on   this   principle^    that  ail   the 
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parties  fince  have  equally  invoked  it,  and  that  therefore 
it  is  either  fo  contradictory  in  itfclf,  or  fo  difficult  to 
be  underitood,  that  it  leads  men  to  cppofe  one  another, 
at  the  fame  time  that  they  think  ihemfelves  all  con- 
forming to  the  fame  declaration. 

The  confequences  of  the  bill  of  rights  have  been 
terrible,  and  its  origin  was  vanity.  When  in  England 
our  forefathers  infilled  upon  a  bill  of  rights,  they  fa- 
tisfied  themfelves  with  fixing  them  upon  a  folid  bafis, 
without  running  the  rilk  of  throwing  out  abftra<ft 
principles  to  lead  the  people  affray.  Metaphyfical  rea- 
fonings  are  fometimes  necefTary  to  lead  people  to  jufl 
conclufions,  but  they  are  very  dangerous  when  thrown 
out  to  the  people  at  large,  who,  in  fpite  of  what  may  be 
faid  to  the  contrary,  are  more  interefted  in  the  obe- 
dience  of  laws  than  the  principles  upon  which  thofe  laws 
are  founded.  It  was  the  vanity  of  wifhing  to  appear 
philofophers  that  made  the  firft  aiTembiy  draw  up  the  de- 
claration in  the  manner  that  it  was  done,  or,  in  other 
words,  that  made  them  adopt  this  declaration.  M. 
Mounier,  though  a  very  clever  man,  was  not  exempt 
from  reproach  on  this  head,  and  it  feems  probable, 
that  he  was  led  into  it  by  the  firft  idea  given  by  La 
Fayette,  for  the  fact  is,  that  though  Mourner's  project 
was  preferred,  all  the  originality  of  it  was  due  to  La 
Fayette's  firft  fpeech  on  that  fubjecl.  Perhaps,  alio, 
as  Mounier  had  revolt  to  excufe,  having  himfelf  parti- 
cipated in  it,  he  was  led  to  make  the  declaration  different 
from  what  he  would  have  done  had  he  wrote  it  a  few- 
weeks  fooner :  be  that  as  it  may,  he  was  one  of  the 
firft  to  fee  and  to  feel  the  excefTes  to  which  it  led. 


NOTE     F. 

THIS  fanguinary  expreflion  of  Barnave  made  a  very 
great  impreflion  at  the  time,  and  did  an  immenfe  deal 
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of  harm,  for  it  was  conftrued  by  the  people  into  a  fort 
of  approbation  on  the  part  of  the  aflembly  of  imbruing 
their  hands  in  blood,  provided  it  was  not  very  pure. 
The  man  who  had  the  ferocity  to  explain  himielf  in 
fuch  a  manner,  not  only  mull  have  had  no  feeling, 
but  he  rauft  have  been  totally  ignorant  of  the  terrible 
confequences  of  a  mob  taking  upon  itfelf  to  judge, 
whether  the  blood  of  any  individual  man  was  pure  or 
not  •,  becaufe,  if  Barnave  was  to  be  credited,  murder 
was  only  to  be  lamented  when  the  perfon  murdered  was 
innocent ;  now  a  more  dangerous  idea  never  could  be 
held  out  to  the  people,  for  where  does  an  incenfed  mob 
ever  imagine  that  its  victims  are  innocent  ?  The  aflem- 
bly  certainly  participated  in  Barnave's  crime,  by  not 
inftantly  fhewing  indignation  at  fuch  a  principle.  The 
mafs  of  the  people  can  only  be  reftrained  from  punifh- 
ing  its  enemies  by  inculcating  well  upon  them,  that  all 
punifhments  without  a  previous,  and  free,  and  fair 
conviction  of  their  juitice,  are  equally  criminal. 
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BERTH  I ER  and  Foulon  were  not  more  obnoxious 
to  the  people  than  many  other  perfons  who  were  never 
touched  j  but  the  father-in-law,  as  a  monied  man,  and 
Berthier,  as  intendant  of  Paris,  were  acquainted  with 
fome  manoeuvres  refpefting  the  monopoly  of  grain, 
that  it  would  have  been  very  dangerous  for  the  party 
of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  to  have  made  known.  Perfons 
were  feen  exciting  the  mob  to  deftroy  the  victims,  and 
certainly  the  rage  againft  Baron  de  Befenval,  who  was 
not  injured  by  the  mob  when  he  was  brought  to  Paris, 
tried  and  acquitted,  was  much  greater  than  it  had 
ever  been  v/ith  regard  to  Foulon  and  his   fon-in-law. 

NOTE 
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ALTHOUGH  the  duke  had  taken  a  grer.t  many  pre- 
cautions to  prevent  difcovery,  yet  as  he  had  fcveral  ac- 
complices that  were  imprudent,  all  he  could  do  was  to 
prevent  punifliment,  and  there  are  fome  of  the  creditors 
of  the  unfortunate  banker  who  have  got  fufficient  proofs 
of  the  tranfaction  in  their  hands  to  lay  a  claim  upon 
the  fucceflion  of  the  family  of  Orleans,  if  things 
fhould  ever  take  fuch  a  turn  in  France  as  to  admit  the 
poflibility  of  it.  The  manoeuvre  was  not  entirely  un- 
known at  Verfailles,  for  the  queen  was  heard  to  fay, 
on  being  fhewn  a  perfon  who  had  been  ruined  by  this 
bankruptcy,  Ah  !  that  unfortunate  money  of  Pinet, 
it  has  largely  contributed  to  our  misfortunes.  In  Paris 
it  was  fpread  abroad,  that  the  unfortunate  man,  having 
lent  large  funis  to  the  Count  d'Artois,  had  blown  out 
his  own  brains  on  account  of  the  flight  of  that  prince, 
fo  that  the  democratic  party  gained  doubly  by  this  af- 
faffination  j  they  acquired  money  and  incenfed  the 
people  againft  the  extravagance  of  the  court,  by  point- 
ing out  Pinet's  numerous  creditors  as  the  victims  of 
the  extravagance  of  the   Count  d'Artois. 


NOTE     I. 


MIRABEAU  certainly  was,  previous  to  this,  in  fa- 
vour with  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  and  he  owned,  that 
having  met  the  Duke  on  the  road,  he  had  obferved  to 
him,  that  whether  they  had  a  Louis  Sixteenth  or  Se- 
venteenth upon  the  throne,  it  was  all  the  fame  to  the 
nation ;  upon  which,  faid  he,  the  duke  fpoke  to  me 
with  great  complacency  and  good-nature. 
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With   regard   to   the  report  laid  before  the  affembly 
by  M.  Chabroud  on  this  fubject,  it  is  very  clear,  that 
though   there    was   no    pofitive   evidence    againft   the 
duke,  there  was  much  prefumptive  proof;  from  which, 
however,  Chabroud  concludes,  that  the  duke  was  not 
guilty.     It  would  have  been  very  imprudent  to  have 
found   tire   great   democratic   leader  guilty  of  any  at- 
tempt againft   the  fovereign,    as  fuch  attempts  were 
deemed  honourable  and  ufefull,  and  even  the  cut-throat 
Jourdan,  who  had  been   active,  and   had  cut  ofF  the 
heads  of  two  of  the  life  guards,  was  protected  from 
juftice,  though  accufed,  and  an  order  for  arrefting  him 
given  ;  fo  far  was  this  fellow  trom  being  punifhed,  that, 
though  one  of  the  loweft  of  the  people,  he  afterwards 
became  a  general  at  Avignon.     Robefpierre  purged  the 
world  afterwards  of  both  thofe  monfters.     One  argu- 
ment  ufed  for  the  exculpation  of   M.   d'Orleans   was, 
that  the  Duke  de  Biron  was  fuppofed  to  be  along  with 
him,  and  that  this  latter  had  never   fhewn  himfelf  to 
be  of  a  fanguinary  difpofition.     The  cafe   was,    th^tt 
though  Biron  was  a  very  different  fort  of  a  man,  yet 
t-    y  had  become  allies  and  partners  in  moft  of  their 
a'tioiis,  the  one  was  the  tool,  the  other  the  knave,  and 
Biron,  as  he   plainly  ihewed  fince,  was  an  enemy  to 
the  king  •,  he  was  one  of  thofe  eafy  men,  who,  when 
they  have  not  a  fixed  principle  of  action  in  their  own 
breaft,  are  ready   to  let  themfelves  be  led  away  by  the 
defigning  and  wicked. 


NOTE     K. 


SEVERAL  different  parties  propofed  plans  for  favinr* 
the  royal  family  •,  all  were  rejected  by  his  majcfty  as 
being  inconfiftent  with  the  oath  which  he  had  taken, 
and  in  danger  of  producing  a  civil  war.  It  is  not  to  be 
doubted  but  that  the  fear  of  being  arrefted  a  fecond  time, 
and  worfe  treated  than  on  the  former  occafion,  weighed 

much 
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much  with  the  king,  particularly  as  after  what  had  hap- 
pened on  the  20th  of  June,  the  oath  that  he  had  taken 
could  no  longer  be  confidered  as  binding.  It  was  after 
the  20th  of  J  une,  that  thole  who  had  before  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  his  majefty  to  depart,  doubled  their  efforts 
.  1  I  perfuafions.  It  was  pfopofed  to  convey  the  royal 
family  fecretly  to  Compiegrie,  to  which  place  a  detach- 
ment of  the  army  of  La  Fayette  would  have  been  fent 
to  their  protection.  And  when  the  king  refuted  this 
plan  another  was  propofed.  Under  the  efcort  of  1500 
of  the  national  guards,  of  whom  they  could  be  certain, 
300  Swifs  guards,  and  about  1500  gentlemen,  it  was 
propofed  to  conduct  the  royal  family  to  Rouen  in 
Normandy,  where  the  inhabitants,  the  troops,  and  the 
commanders,  would  all  be  fure  to  favour  the  enter- 
prife.  This  plan  was  alfo  refufed  only  a  few  days  be- 
fore the   10th  of  Auguft. 

No  ftep  that  the  king  could  have  taken  could  be  more 
unfortunate  for  the  nation  than  that  which  he  perfifted 
in,  of  remaining  till  he  was  attacked  •,  but  perhaps  he 
might  have  taken  one  more  unfavourable  to  himfelf.  The 
Jacobins  have  (hewn,  on  all  occafions,  fo  much  energy, 
and  the  other  party  fo  little  ;  the  former  have  been  fp 
fortunate,  and  the  latter  fo  unlucky,  in  whatever  they 
have  attempted,  that  it  is  probable  the  king  would  have 
been  led  into  fome  difficulty,  that  would  have  terminated 
in  putting  him  again  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  when 
he  would  not  have  been"fo  irreproachable  as  he  remained 
by  refilling  to  move  from  Paris.  At  all  events,  the  un- 
fortunate monarch  would  not  have  been  much  better, 
becaufe  he  would  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  con- 
ftitutionalifts,  who  were  not,  certainly,  able  to  defend 
themfelves  within  the  kingdom  againft  the  anarchifts, 
and  who  were  equally  inimical  to  all  the  combined 
powers.  The  king's  heart  is  greatly  to  be  praifed  for 
the  refolution  of  remaining,  and  his  underftanding 
m  rits  praife  alfo,  if  he  only  could  have  had  the  fame 
refolution,  when  the  department  of  Paris,  a  few  days 
aft-  r,  propofed  to  him,  to  quit  his  palace  to  take  refuge 
in  the  aflembly. 

NOTE 
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NOTE     L. 

THE  difpofition  of  La  Fayette  to  enter  into  plots  to 
carry  off  the  king  is  of  very  little  importance,  merely 
as  being  a  proof  of  his  perfonal  ambition,  of  which 
thofe  who  knew  much  about  him  never  doubted  ;  but 
it  is  a  clear  proof  that  La  Fayette,  and  thofe  who 
acled  with  him,  were,  and  had  been  all  along,  actuated 
by  perfonal  motives,  and  that  oppreflion  towards  the  king 
only  difpleafed  them  when  it  came  from  others,  and 
not  from  themfelves.  What  was  the  difference  between 
the  elopement  of  the  royal  family  now  and  when  La 
Fayette  aided  to  treat  the  king  with  fuch  feverity  on 
his  return  from  Varenncs  ;  The  king  had  not,  on  the 
former  period,  taken  the  oath,  and  now  he  had  taken 
it.  His  liberty  had  been  juft  as  much  infringed  upon 
when  the  people  refufed  to  let  him  go  to  St.  Clould  as 
it  had  been  on  the  20th  of  June,  and  perfonally  he  had 
been  as  much  infulted,  and  the  queen  ft  ill  more.  The 
only  difference  that  can  be  feen  was  the  pofition  of  La 
Fayette  and  his  friends  •,  on  the  former  occafion  they 
were  in  power,  and  now  they  w ere  not ;  they  then 
ruled,  and  now  they  plotted.  It  is  juft  what  all  the 
Jacobins  have  done  from  the  beginning  to  the  pre- 
sent moment,  and  when  we  fee  La  Fayette  acting, 
fuch  a  part,  we  are  ready  to  fuppofe,  that  if  circum- 
ftances  had  demanded,  in  order  to  acquire  power,  he 
would  have  entered  into  the  convention  and  fallen  with 
the  Briffotines.  La  Fayette  was  never  much  eftecmed 
in  America,  but  he  took  great  care  to  receive  Thomas 
Paine,  Mr.  Barlow,  and  all  the  other  Americans  who 
came  to  Paris,  at  his  table,  and  by  that  means  he  had 
fo  many  trumpeters.  If,  therefore,  we  may  judge  of 
him  by  his  friends,  he  was  a  republican  in  his  princi- 
ples, and  only  affected  to  be  a  rcyalift,  becaufe  he 
found  it  raoft  likely  to  fatisfy  his  own,  ambitious  views. 

NOTE 
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SOON  after  the  king  came  to  the  aflembly,  a  note 
from  the  mayor  arrived  to  inform  the  proficient,  th^t 
he  was  confined  in  his  own  houfe,  and  could  not  come 
to  the  aflembly. 

The  afiembly  anfwered  this  note  in  a  ftyle  of  oriental 
flattery  and  adulation,  as  follows  : 

"  If  the  iirfl  of  the  constituted  authorities  is  yet 
"  reflected ;  if  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
".  friends  to  their  happinefs,  have  any  afcendant  over 
«  them,  or  preferve  their  confidence,  they  beg  the  ci- 
«  tizens,  and  command  them,  in  the  name  of  the  law, 
"  to  lift  the  confign  at  the  maycry,  and  to  allow  to  ap- 
«  pear  before  the  eyes  of  the  people  the  magistrate 
"  whom  the  people  cheriflies." 

To  this  addrefs  was  added  another  to  the  peopl.. 

"  In  the  name  of  the  nation,  in  the  name,  of  liberty, 
"  in  the  name  of  equality,  all  the  citizens  are  invited 
"  to  refpect  the  rights  of  man,  liberty,  and  equality." 

Beth  thefs  addreffes  were  ordered  to  be  printed  and 
placarded  through  the  city. 

A  deputation  of  one  of  the  fetStions  of  Paris  arrived 
immediately  after. 

"  We  adhere,"  faid  they,  "  to  the  defire  manifefted 
"  by  the  municipality,  for  the  decheance  of  the  king. 
"  Receive,  legislators,  with  that  declaration  the  tclli- 
"  mony  of  our  confidence,  but  dare  to  fwear  that  ycu 
«  will  fave  the  republic." 

All  the  member;  rofe  up  and  exclaimed,   "  W< 
f*  to  fave  the  empii   .'" 

Vddreflcs 
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Addrefles  came  in  from  all  the  fedlions,  and  one  from 
the  municipality  of  which  Huguenin  was  the  orator ; 
the  fame  who  had  harangued  the  king  on  the  20th 
of  June. 

Another  orator  arrived,  (an  artillery  man  of  the  na- 
tional guards)  who  fpoke  in  the  name  of  the  people  -,  co- 
vered with  blood  and  filth,  he  offered,  as  a  preface  to 
his  petition,  to  murder  the  king,  if  it  were  neceffary  ; 
and  then  added,  "  you  muft  know,  that  the  palace  is 
r*  on  fire,  and  that  we  will  not  ftop  the  flames  until  the 
u  vengeance  of  the  people  is  fatisfied.  I  am  charged, 
(t  yet  once  more,  to  demand  the  decheance  of  the  executive 
"  power." 

The  affembly  had  already  taken  the  hint,  and  now 
was  prepared  to  do  whatever  the  people  ordered,  ac- 
cordingly the  following  decrees  were  paffed  immedi- 
ately. 

The  national  afTembly,  confidering  that  the  dangers 
of  the  country  are  arrived  at  their  greateft  degree  -, 

That  it  is  the  moil  facred  duty  of  the  legiflative  body 
to  employ  every  means  of  faving  it,  and  that  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  find  any  efficacious  means  of  fo  doing,  unlefs 
the  fources  from  which  thefe  evils  flow  are  flopped  : 

Confidering  that  thefe  evils  arife  principally  from  the 
miftruft  infpired  by  the  conducl  of  the  executive  power, 
in  a  war  undertaken  in  his  name  againft  the  conftitu- 
tion  and  the  national  independence  : 

That  this  miftruft  has  induced  different  portions  of 
the  empire  to  teftify  the  defire  of  feeing  the  powers 
entrufted  to  Louis  XVI.  withdrawn  : 

Confidering,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  legiflative 
body  ought  not  to  augment  its  own  power,  and  will 
not  do  fo  by  any  ufurpation  : 

that 
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That  in  the  extraordinary  circumftances  in  which  it 
is  placed  by  unforefeen  events,  it  cannot  reconcile  the 
unalterable  duty  which  it  owes  to  the  conilitution,  with 
its  firm  resolution  to  fink  under  the  ruins  of  the  temple 
of  liberty  rather  than  to  let  it  perifh,  by  i.ny  ether  me- 
thod than  having  recourfe  to  the  fovereignty  of  the 
people,  and  taking,  at  the  fame  time,  the  precautions 
neceflary  to  prevent  fuch  recourfe  to  the  people  from 
being  illufive,  decrees  what  follows  : 

Art.  I.  The  French  people  is  invited  to  form  a  Na- 
tional Convention  ;  the  extraordinary  commiffion 
will  prefent  to-morrow  a  plan  for  that  purpofe,  indi- 
cating the  mode  and  the  time  for  that  convention. 

Art.  II.  The  chief  of  the  executive  power  is  provi- 
sionally fufpended  from  his  functions,  until  the  conven- 
tion fhall  determine  on  the  meafures  to  be  taken  for 
afluring  the  fovereignty  of  the  people,  and  the  reign  of 
liberty  and  equality. 

Art.  Ill,  The  extraordinary  commiffion  fhall  prefent 
within  the  day,  the  new  orgnaization  of  the  miniftry. 
The  prefent  minifters  are  continued  till  then. 

Art.  IV.  The  extraordinary  commiffion  fhall  prefent 
likewife  a  plan  for  naming  a  governor  for  the  Prince 
Royal. 

Art.  V.  The  payment  of  the  civil  lift  is  fufpended 
until  the  convention  fhall  have  deliberated.  The  ex- 
traordinary commiffion  fhall,  within  the  firft  twenty- 
tour  hours,  give  in  a  plan  for  the  allowance  to  be  paid 
to  the  king  during  his  fufpenfion. 

Art.  VI.  The  rcgifters  of  the  civil  lift  fhall  be  de- 
pofed  on  the  table  of  the  national  aflembly,  after  being 
examined  by  two  commiffaries  who  fhall  be  named  for 
that  purpofe,  and  who  fhall  go  to  the  houfe  of  the  in- 
tendant  of  the  civil  lift. 

Art.  VII.  The  king  and  his  family  fhall  remain  under 

the 
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the   roof  of  the   legiflative  affembly,  until   tranquility 
fhall  be  re-eftablifhed  in  Paris. 

Art.  VIII.  The  department  fhall  give  orders  within 
the  day  to  have  apartments  prepared  in  the  Luxembourg 
for  their  reception,  where  they  fhall  be  placed  under 
the  fafe -guard  of  the  law  and  of  the  citizens. 

Art.  IX.  Every  public  functionary,  foldier,  non- 
commiffioned  officer,  or  officer,  who  fhall  abandon  his 
poft,  is  declared  infamous,  and  a  traitor  to  his  coun- 
try. 

Art.  X.  The  department  and  municipality  of  Paris 
fhall  caufe  the  prefent  decree  to  be  folemnly  proclaimed. 

Art.  XL  Extraordinary  mefTengers  fhall  be  fent  to 
the  eighty-three  departments,  with  copies  of  this  pro- 
clamation ;  and  within  twenty-four  hours  after,  they 
fhall  be  obliged  to  have  the  fame  proclaimed  formally 
by  the  refpedlive  municipalities. 

The  royal  family  was  prefent  in  the  affembly  all  this 
time,  and  whatever  abftra£f.  theorifts  may  think,  this 
circumftance  adds  not  a  little  to  the  indignation  which 
the  conduct  of  this  affembly,  whieh  was  equally  cruel 
and  cowardly,  infpires. 

To  appeafe  the  people,  the  following  proclamation 
was  ordered  to  be  placarded  immediately  : 

The  ki?ig  is  fufpended  ;  he  and  his  family  remain  as 
hoflages. 

The  prefent  minifers  do  not  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the 
nation  ;  the  affembly  is  occupied  in  replacing  them. 

The  civil  lifi  is  fufpended. 


NOTE 
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IN  confequence  of  the  preflure  of  petitions  from  all 
parts,  minifters  were  named  according  to  a  feries  of 
arrangements,  which  minifters  were  to  acl:  as  king. 
The  minifter  of  juftice  (Danton)  was  empowered  to 
place  the  great  feal  during  the  fufpenfion  of  the  king  ; 
but  the  republican  party  cried  out,  that  the  form  of  a 
great  feal  being  royal  was  ufelefs  and  improper,  the 
decree  was  annulled,  and  it  was  determined  that  all  acts 
fhould  be  publifhcd  without  any  preamble,  and  figned 
by  the  minifter  of  juftice,  in  the  name  of  the  nation. 


NOTE     O. 


ON  the  1 4th  of  July,  infurreftion  againft  an  heredi- 
tary monarch  was  the  theme,  but  it  was  not  till  the  10th 
of  Auguft  that  it  was  found  that  the  fame  weapon 
might  be  turned  againft  the  conftitution  of  their  ©wn 
making.  This  confequence  had  long  been  forefeen  by 
many  perfons,  but  now  became  evident  to  all.  Thofe 
who  had  any  remainder  of  principle  or  good  intention, 
were  in  defpair  after  the  10th  of  Auguft;  they  faw 
then  that  all  their  work  was  to  do  over  again,  and  the 
profpect  for  infurreclion  feemed  boundlefs ;  for  if  the 
conftitution  which  had  been  fo  much  adored,  and  to 
which  fo  many  oaths  of  fidelity  had  been  taken,  could 
be  deftroyed  between  nine  o'clock  and  eleven  in  the 
forenoon,  what  could  be  expected  to  be  preferved  ? 
The  wretched  ftate  of  public  credit,  and  of  individuals 
likewife,  rendered  the  profpec~t  of  a  fecond  revolution 
a  very  difmal  one. 
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THE  manner  in  which  the  conftitution  was  done 
away,  is  the  bed  commentary  that  can  poffibly  be  made 
on  the  conduct  of  the  conflituent  affembly  \  the  confe- 
cration  of  infurreclion,  and  the  right  of  changing  the 
conftitution,  on  one  hand  ;  and  on  the  other,  endeav- 
ouring to  fetter  their  followers  with  regard  to  any  changes 
of  constitutional  articles.  Every  bad  combination  in 
affairs  of  importance  leads  to  misfortune  •,  and  certain- 
ly there  is  no  difficulty  in  tracing  the  ioth  of  Auguft 
to  the  imperfections  of  the  conftitution.  A  king  with 
too  little  power,  and  mfurre£tion  legalized  ;  with  a  le- 
giflative  affembly,  compofed  of  ambitious,  intriguing 
men,  who  longed  for  the  moment  that  they  mould  be 
able  to  throw  off  the  fetters  which  the  conftitution  had 
cramped  them  with.  The  reception  given  to  the  depu- 
tations of  thofe  who  had  demanded  the  decheance  of 
the  king,  when  there  was  no  mob  at  the  door  of  the 
affembly,  as  well  as  their  cruel  conduct  to  him  after. 
The  nattering  proclamation  about  Petion  the  magiftrate, 
whom  the  people  cherifhed,  added  to  the  facility  and 
quicknefs  with  which  the  decrees  were  paffed,  all  join 
to  prove,  that  the  affembly  was  as  ready  to  deftroy  the 
conftitution,  as  the  people  were  to  .demand  its  deitruc- 
tion. 


NOTE     O. 


BEFORE  the  maffacre  took  place,  it  had  been  de- 
termined on  fo  decidedly,  that  three  hundred  livres  had 
been  given  to  the  grave-digger  of  St.  Sulpice,  to  pre- 
pare at  Mont-rouge,  a  mile  out  of  town,  a  large  grave, 
in  which  their  bodies  might  be  interred. 

Manuel 
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Manuel  feems  to  have  been  a  particularly  active  agent 
in  this,  and  the  other  maffacres,  for  he  had  been  to  take 
M.  de  Beaumarchais  from  the  prifon  of  the  Abbey, 
where  he  was  confined  two  days  before  the  maflacre, 
and  had  told  the  Traiteur  who  lent  victuals  to  the  pri- 
feners  at  the  Carmelites,  to  get  his  bill  quickly  paid, 
for  that  all  the  priibners  would  foon  be  difpofed  of. 

It  is  clear  that  Manuel  and  Petion  acted  both  before 
and  after  this  in  concert.  It  is  equally  certain,  that 
Petion  and  the  party  of  BrifTot  acted  together  both  be- 
fore and  after  this ;  therefore  there  can  be  no  fort  of 
r-eafon  for  making  a  diftinction  between  them  as  to  cri- 
minality. 

The  bodies  of  the  perfons  maflacred  in  the  other  pri- 
fons,  were  thrown  into  the  llone  quarries  that  are  near 
Paris.  It  is  fingular  enough,  that  Petion  and  fuch  of 
his  friends  as  efcaped  the  guillotine  in  Paris,  about  fix 
months  after,  faved  themfelves  from  the  people  fent  to 
arreft  them,  in  the  Jlone  quarries  near  Bourdeaux. 

The  moft  {hocking  thing,  however,  in  thefe  maffacres, 
is  certainly  the  facility  with  which  the  inftigators  of 
them  found  executioner.;.  Charles  the  Ninth  did  not 
every  where  find  obedience  when  he  ordered  the  St. 
Bartholomew  ;  and  the  murderers  of  Admiral  Colligni 
darted  back  with  horror,  and  hefitated,  though  they 
were  obliged  at  the  rifle  of  their  lives  to  obey.  The 
murderers  of  the  bifhops  and  priefts  felt  no  fuch  check 
in  their  career  ;  they  were  not  compelled  by  any  force 
to  be  cruel,  nor  retrained  by  any  principle  from  being 
fo.  This  is  perhaps  the  beft  anfwer  that  can  be  given 
to  thofe  philofcphers  who  are  at  fuch  pains  to  fhew 
that  the  human  heart  is  degraded  by  the  (hackles  of  re- 
ligious prejudice,  and  elevated  by  getting  rid  of  it. 
Certainly  if  there  is  any  difference  between  murderers, 
it  is  in  favour  of  thofe  who  acted  under  the  miftaken 
influence  of  religion,  to  thofe  who  acted  under  the 
miftaken  influence  of  philofophy. 

In 
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In  its  proper  place  it  had  been  mentioned,  that  the 
clergy  of  Paris  had  been  particularly  charitable  during 
the  fevere  winter  of  1788.  Amongft  the  priefts  mur- 
dered at  the  Carmelites,  were  many  of  thofe  very  men  ; 
amongft  their  murderers  were,  very  probably,  fome  who 
had  received  their  help  •,  and  if  not,  Paris  at  leaft  con- 
tained thoufands  of  perfons  who  had,  and  who  now 
might  have  protected  them,  for  the  fans  culottes  run  no 
rifk  in  protecting  any  perfons  they  pleafed  ;  and  it  was 
the  indigent  of  1788  who  were  become  the  rulers  in 
1 792,  fo  that  they  might  be  literally  faid  to  be  murder- 
ing their  benefactors. 


NOTE     R. 


AMONGST  the  different  accounts  of  the  maflacres, 
none  is  more  interefting  than  that  of  M.  de  St,  Meard, 
formerly  captain  in  the  regiment  du  Roi,  who  was  ar- 
refted  as  editor  of  a  journal.  He  was  one  of  the  per- 
fons who  felt  what  he  defcribed,  and  without  following 
him  completely  through  what  he  with  great  propriety 
calls  his  Agony,  nothing  can  give  a  better  idea  of  the 
horror  of  the  fcene,  than  fome  extracts  from  it  in  his 
own  words. 

After  having  been  arretted  and  carried  to  the  mayor's 
houfe  on  the  2  2d  of  Auguft,  M.  de  St.  Meard  had  been 
conducted  to  the  prifon  of  the  Abbey,  where  he  re- 
mained amidft  a  number  of  unfortunate  men  like  him- 
felf,  confined  in  what  had  formerly  been  the  chapel  of 
the  prifon. 

«  On  the  2d  of  September,"  fays  he,  "  the  door- 
"  keeper  brought  our  dinner  at  an  earlier  hour  than 
"  ufual.  His  diftracted  looks  and  haggard  appear- 
"  ance  made  us  prefage  fomething  finirter.  At  two 
«  o'clock  he  returned,  we  crowded  around  him,  but  he 
«  was  deaf  to  all  our  queftions,  and  after  he  had,  con- 

"  trarv 


NOTE       R.  277 

"  trary  to  cuftom,  gathered  up  all  the  table  knives  and 
"  forks,  he  made  the  nurfe  of  the  wounded  Swifs  ofn- 
"  cer,  Reding,  quit  the  apartment. 

"  At  half  paft  two  o'clock,  the  terrible  noife  which 
"  the  people  made  in  the  court,  and  in  the  ftreet,  was 
"  augmented  by  the  drums,  the  cannon  of  alarm,  and 
"  the  tocfm. 

"  We  now  faw  three  carriages  pafs  by,  efcorted  by 
"  an  immenfe  mob  of  men  and  woman,  who  cried  fu- 
«  rioufly  to  the  force,  to  the  force  ,-  (that  was  to  death). 
"  They  were  then  conduced  to  the  cloifter  of  the  Ab- 
"  bey,  where  they  were  fhut  up  along  with  other 
«  priefhs,  and  in  a  few  minutes  after  we  were  inform- 
"  ed,  that  all  the  bifhops  and  ecclefiaftics  who  had 
"  been  confined  there  were  mafiacred. 

**  Towards  four  o'clock,  the  piercing  cries  of  a  man 
"  whom  they  were  hacking  in  pieces  with  fabres,  drew 
"  us  to  the  window  of  a  fmall  tower,  from  whence  we 
iC  faw  the  body  of  a  man  extended  lifclefs  on  the  pave- 
"  ment.  Prefently  after  another  was  maffacred,  and 
"  fo  they  continued  to  go  on. 

"  It  is  impoffible  to  exprefs  the  horror  of  the  deep 
"  and  gloomy  filence  that  reigned  during  thefe  cxecu- 
"  tions  ;  it  was  only  interrupted  by  the  cries  of  thofe 
"  whom  they  immolated  with  ftrokes  of  fabres  on  the 
"  head.  "When  the  victim  fell,  a  murmur  arofe,  at-- 
"  tended  with  the  cries  of  vive  la  nation,  a  thoufand 
"  times  more  frightful  to  us  ftill  than  the  horrors  of 
"  the  filence. 

«  During  the  interval  between  the  maflacres,  we 
"  heard  people  fay  diftinclly,  *  we  muft  not  let  one  ef- 
«  cape,  we  muft  kill  them  all,  and  particularly  thofe 
«  who  are  in  the  chapel,  where  there  are  none  but 
"  confpirators.'  It  was  of  ourfelves  that  they  fpoke, 
"  and  wc  would  have  gladly  changed  places  with  thofe 
«  who  were  in  the  darkeft  dungeons. 


<c 


At 
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«  At  five  o'clock  a  number  of  voices  called  M.  Ca- 
«  zottey*  and  an  inftant  after  we  heard  a  great  crowd 
«  on  the  flairs,  the  clattering  of  arms,  and  the  cries  of 
"  men  and  women.  It  was  the  old  man  whom  they 
"  were  dragging  along,  followed  by  his  daughter  ; 
"  wlien  he  was  out  of  the  door,  that  courageous  young 
"  woman  threw  herfelf  on  the  neck  of  her  father,  and 
"  the  people  touched  with  the  fight,  demanded  and 
"  obtained  his  pardon. 

"  About  feven  in  the  evening,  two  men  entered  with 
"  bloody  hands,  and  armed  with  fabres,  conducted  by 
«  the  door-keeper,  who  fhewed  them  the  bed  of  the 
"  Swifs  officer,  Reding.  At  that  moment  I  held  him 
*f  by  the  hand,  and  was  trying  to  comfort  him.  One 
<l  of  thefe  men  made  a  motion  to  carry  him  off,  but 
"  the  miferable  victim  anfwered,  '  Ah,  Sir,  I  have 
*  fufFered  enough,  I  don't  fear  death,  have  mercy  upon 
**  me,  and  kill  me  here  !'  Thefe  words  prevented  that 
"  perfon  from  faying  any  thing  more,  but  his  compan- 
(i  ion  faid,  come  along,  •,  he  put  Reding  then  on  his 
"  fhoulders,  and  carried  him  into  the  ftrcct,  where  he 
a  received  his  death. 

"  The  fame  horrors  and  anxiety  continued  without 
fi  intermifiion,  when  next  day  at  ten  o'clock,  M.  /'  Ab~ 
"  be  Lanfant"  continues,  St.  Meard,  "  the  king's  con- 
"  feffor,  and  another  clergyman,  appeared  in  the  tri- 
"  bune  of  the  chapel,  and  announced  to  us  that  our 
i(  laft  hour  approached,  and  invited  us  to  draw  near  to 
"  receive  their  benediction.     An  electrical  movement, 

which   cannot   be   defined,  threw   us  all  upon  our 
'  knees,  and  with  our  hands  joined,  we  received  it. 

That  moment,  though  confoling,  was  one  pf  the 
'*  moil;  awful  we  had  yet  fufFered.  On  the  brink  of 
15  eternity,  and  about  to   appear  before   the    Supreme 

Being,  kneeling  before  two  of  his  minifters,  we  pre- 


€ 


it 


*  Cazottc,  author  of  Olivier,  le  Dinble  Amoureux,  <S>c.  he 
was  a  virtuous  old  man,  and  quite  inoflfenfive  ;  he  was  execu- 
ted foon  after  by  order  of  the  municipality. 

"  fented 
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«  fented    an   appearance  which  cannot  be  defcribed. 

"  The  great  age  of  the  two  venerable  men,  their  po- 

"  fition,  and  death  hanging   over  our  her.us,  and   fur- 

"  rounding  us  on  all  fides  ;  everything  joined  to  ren- 

"  der  that  ceremony  awful   and  augult ;  it  brought  us 

"  nearer  to  the  Divinity,  and  gave  us  courage  ;  all  rea- 

"  foiling  was  fufpended,  and  the  coldeft  and  moft  in- 

'*•  credulous  was  as  much  impreffed  as  thofe  who   had 

«*  the  moft  ardour  and  fenfibility.     In  one  half  hour 

"  afterwards  thefe  two  prelates  were  maffacred,  and  nve 

• '  heard  their  cries. 

"  What  man  will  read  the  following  details,  without 
"  his  eyes  being  filled  with  tears,  without  feeling  him- 
"  felf  chilled  with  horror  and  difmay  ! 

"  Our  moft  important  occupation  was  to  difcover 
"  what  would  be  the  pofition  in  which  we  ought  to 
«  ftand,  in  order  to  receive  death  with  the  lea  ft  pain. 
"  We  fent  from  time  to  time  one  of  our  number  to 
«  the  window  of  the  fmall  tower,  to  examine  the  pofi- 
"  tion  of  the  victims  which  they  were  llaughtering, 
"  and  to  determine  after  that,  which  would  be  belt 
"  for  ourfelves  to  take.  They  informed  us,  that  thofe 
"  who  held  up  their  hands,  fuffered  much  and  long, 
"  becaufe  the  flafhes  of  their  fabres  were  deadened 
"  before  they  ftruck  the  head  ;  that  there  even  were  of 
"  thofe  whofe  hands  and  arms  fell  before  their  bodies, 
"  and  that  thofe  who  placed  their  hands  behind  the 
"  back  fuffered  lead.  Well  !  it  was  on  fuch  horrible 
"  details  that  we  deliberated  ;  we  calculated  the  ad- 
"  vantages  of  that  latter  pofition,  and  admonifhed  each 
"  other  reciprocally  to  take  it  when  our  turn  to  be  maf- 
«  facred  fliould  arrive  !  !  !* 

'<  Towards  midnight  the  executions  feemed  to  have 
"  diminifhed,  when  an  orator  in  the   ftreet  demanded 

*  The  dcfcription  of  M.  de  St.  Mcard  goes  on  in  the  fame 
manner  till  the  morning  of  Wednefdayat  one  o'clock.  This 
recital,  fo  intcrcfliiig  is,  however,  too  long  for  the  prefent 
work. 

«  attention 
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"  attention  from  the  people,  and  we  heard  him  diftinft- 
"  ly  fay,  'The  priefts  and  confpirators  who  remain, 
«  have  bribed  the  judges  :  behold  the  reafon  why  they 
"  have  given  over  judging.'  Scarcely  had  he  fmifhed 
"  when  the  noife  of  maflacring  began,  and  the  cries 
"  and  agitation  of  the  people  became  terrible.  Three 
"  of  our  companions  were  dragged  out,  which  made 
«  me  feel  that  my  laft  hour  was  at  hand. 

"  At  laft,  after  having  fuffered  thirty-feven  hours  of 
«  an  agony,  incomparably  worfe  than  death  ;  after 
f{  having  drank  a  thoufand  and  a  thoufand  times  of  the 
"  bitter  cup,  my  prifon  opens,  and  I  am  called.  I  ap- 
"  pear.  Three  men  feized  me,  and  dragged  me  to  the 
"  terrible  paffage. 

"  By  the  light  of  the  torches  I  perceived  the  terrible 
"  tribunal,  which  was  to  give  me  death  or  life ;  the 
"  prefident  in  a  grey  coat,  a  fabre  by  his  fide,  {landing 
"  and  leaning  on  a  table,  upon  which  were  papers,  a 
«  writing-defk,  fome  pipes,  and  bottles.  Round  the 
"  table  were  ten  perfons,  fitting  and  {landing,  two  of 
"  whom  were  in  waiftcoats  and  aprons ;  others  were 
«  afleep  upon  benches.  Two  men  in  their  fhirts,  ftain- 
"  ed  with  blood,  fabre  in  hand,  guarded  the  door  j  an 
"  old  jailor  held  the  bolt  in  his  hand  ;  three  men  were 
*<  then  holding  a  prifoner,  about  fixty  years  of  age,  be- 
*(  fore  the  prefident.  I  was  placed  in  a  corner,  my  two 
"  guardians  croffing  their  fabres  on  my  breaft,  inform- 
"  ed  me,  that  on  the  fmalleft  movement  to  efcape, 
"  they  would  flab  me.  A  letter  from  the  feclion  of 
"  the  Croix  Rouge3  in  favour  of  the  prifoner,  was  de- 
"  livered  to  the  prefident,  who  anfwered,  that  demands 
f  in  favour  of  traitors  were  ufelefs.  The  prifoner 
»  then  exclaimed,  that's  terrible,  your  judgment  is  an 
"  aflaffination.  The  prefident  then  anfwered,  I  wafh 
*«  my  hands  of  it,  conducl  M.  Maille.  Thefe  M^ords 
"  were  no  fooner  fpoke,  th-in  he  was  puflied  into  the 
«  ftreet,  where,  through  an  opening  in  the  door,  I  faw 
"  him  maffacred. 

«  The 
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«  The  prefident  fat  down  to  write  (probably)  the 
"  name  of  the  miferable  victim,  which,  having  done, 
"  he  faid — To  another. 

"  Immediately  I  was  dragged  before  this  bloody  and 
«  expeditious  tribunal  5  two  of  my  conductors  held  me 
"  by  the  two  hands,  and  a  third   by  the  collar  of  my 


"  coat." 


The  relation  of  the  interrogatories  that  pad  is  very  in- 
terefting,  but  long  •,  St.   Meard  was  acquitted,  partly 
becaufe  one  of  the  attendants  of  the  prifon  was  from 
the  fame  province,  and  protected  him,  and  partly  be- 
caufe he  defended  himfelf  with  energy  and  ingenuity, 
-and  even  gaiety  j  but  it  feems  clear,  that  juftice   was 
not  the  reafon,  as  numbers  had  been  maffacred,  againft 
whom  even  being  a  royalift  could  not  be  proved.     As 
foon  as  St.  Meard  appeared  in  the  Itreet,  the  populace 
having  been  previoufly  informed  of  the  acquittal  of  a 
prifoner,  one   of  his   conductors  cried,  off  with   your 
hats,  citizens,  behold  the  man  for  whom  the  judges  de- 
mand aid  and  affiftance.    When  thefe  words  were  pro- 
pronounced,  the  executive  power  (the  murderers)  placed 
him  between  four  torches,  where  he  was  embraced  by 
all  thofe  who  furrounded  him.    All  the  fpectators  cried 
out,  vive  la  nation.     He  was  then   put  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  people,  who  let  him  paf;,  accompanied 
by  three  deputies,  whom  the  prefident  had  ordered  to 
conduct  him  home.  One  of  thefe  deputies  was  a  mafon, 
the  other  an  apprentice  to  a  barber,  and  the  third  a  fce- 
derat.     AVhcn  they  had  conducted  him  home,  they  re- 
fufed  to  receive  any  money,  and  accepted  only  of  a  glafs 
of  brandy,  faying,  that  they  did  not  do  that  buiinefs  for 
monev. 

This  cruelty,  parade  of  juftice,  of  humanity,  and 
difmtereltednefs,  is  inconceivable  ;  the  men  who  would 
have  maffacred  him,  embraced  him,  and  out  of  vene- 
ration were  obliged  to  take  off  their  hats.  It  appears 
evident,  that  the  leaders  of  all  this  meant  to  vindicate 
their  horrible  proceedings,  in  cafe  it  mould  afterwards 

Vol.  II.  M  m  be 
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be  neceflary  ;  and  horrible  as  this  relation  is,  it  may  be1 
confidered  as  a  vindication  of  the  tribunal,  elfe  its  au- 
thor durft  not  have  published  it. 

The  marTacre  at  the  Bicetre  was  without  any  form  of 
judgment  at  all. 


NOTE     O.  2. 

THE  miferies  that  have  all  along  accompanied  the 
revolution,  rendered  it  neceflary  to  find  out  an  objecl: 
of  hatred,  on  whom  thofe  who  wifhed  to  rule  might 
throw  the  blame.  A  divifion  of  opinion  was  natural 
enough  amongft  ambitious  men,  who  could  not  bear 
rivals  in  power,  the  court,  however,  ferved  as  an  object 
for  the  hatred  of  the  people,  till  it  no  longer  exifted  ; 
the  parties  therefore  now  from  neceffity  carried  their 
hatred  againft  each  other  to  violent  lengths,  as  there 
was  no  alternative  but  that  of  confeffmg  that  they  were 
all  in  the  wrong,  or  elfe  attributing  the  mifery  to  one 
party  only. 

The  Brifibtins  wifhed  to  get  the  convention  removed 
from  Paris  •,  Robefpierre,  on  the  contrary,  who  felt  that 
all  his  power  was  derived  from  the  mob  of  Paris,  and 
the  Jacobin  club,  was  obliged  therefore  to  quarrel  with 
them  from  neceflity,  and  inclined  to  do  it  from  inte- 
rest ;  each  employed  his  means,  Robefpierre  that  of  a 
Parifian  mob,  and  Briflbt  that  of  an  appeal  to  the  peo- 
ple, both  of  which  prove  that  infurrection  was  the 
principal  caufe  of  the  miferies  of  France. 


NOT  E 
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SOME  extracts  from  Eriflbt's  Appeal  to  his  Confti- 
■  u  .Tits,  as  they  are  extremely  conclufive  in  themfelves, 
and  come  from  a  man  who  was  fo  active  a  leader,  de- 
ierve  being  noticed  in  a  particular  manner. 

"  The  laws  without  execution  ;  the  conftituted  au- 
"  thorities  impotent  and  difgraced  ;  crimes  unpunifhed; 
f*  property  of  every  kind  attacked  j  perfonal  fafetyvio- 
"  lated  j  the  morals  of  the  people  corrupted  •,  no  con- 
"  ftitution  ;  no  government  ;  no  juftice.  Such  are 
"  the  true  features  of  this  anarchy."  *■» 

"  I  was  of  opinion  that  all  infurreclion  could  not 
"  but  be  fatal  to  the  people,  and  to  liberty,  fince  it 
"  could  be  directed  only  againft  the  reprefentatives  of 
"  the  people. 

"  I  conceived  that  this  dotlr'ine  of  eternal  infurreBion 
"  muft  draw  after  it  pillage  and  maflacrcs,  which  muft 
"  weary  out  and  difguft  the  nation  with  the  republican 
"  form  of  government." 

"  Liberty  might  fo  eafily  have  found  no  other  bound- 
"  aries  than  thofe  of  the  world,  and  now  (he  muft  for- 
f*  rowfully  confine  herfelf  within  the  limits  of  France." 

"  You  will  fee  them  convinced  that  the  goodnefs  of 
11  laws  muft  depend  upon  the  fobriety  with  which  they 
"  are  deliberated  upon,  and  that  the  refpect  for  the  law 
li  depends  alfo  upon  the  refpect  in  which  the  legiflator 
"  hhnfelf  is  held." 

"  They  are  the  men  who,  for  the  perpetuation  of 
"  their  own  power,  finding  it  neceiTuy  to  perpetuate 
"  diforders,  have  divided  fociety  into  two  clafles,  thofe 
"  w'.io  have  fomethi  ig,  and  thofe  who  have  nothing, 
"  the  fans  culottes  and  the  men  of  property  ;  who  have  ex- 

"  cited 
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"  cited  one  of  thefe  claries  againft  the  other  ;  who,  in 
»  order  to  ruin  the  latter  clafs,  wanted  to  have  an  army 
«  compofed  exclufively  of  perfqns,  all  of  the  former 
"  clafs,  and  paid  compulforih  by  the  latter,  and  this  ar- 
"  my  has  been  decreed." 

"  Is  it  not  farther  the  fad  conclufion  that  muft  be 
"  drawn,  when  we  bring  to  mind  all  the  ufurpations 
"  of  power,  all  the  violations  of  law,  of  which  the 
"  municipality  and  the  fections  of  Paris  have  been 
"  conftantly  rendering  themfelves  guilty  fmce  the  10th 
"  of  Auguft,  and  which  have  always  remained  unpun- 
"  ifhed  ?  For  which  of  the  laws  is  it  that  they  carried 
"  into  execution  ?" 

"  When  one  fees  this  municipality,  in  fpite  of  de- 
"  crees,  Ihut  the  barriers  and  the  play-houfes  at  their 
"  pleafure,  forbid  fuch  or  fuch  pieces,  fuch  or  fuch 
"  journals,  order  to  their  bar  the  deputies,  generals, 
"  and  minifters,  enjoin  them  to  difmifs  certain  fubal- 
"  tern  functionaries,  and  fend  inquifitorial  commirTa- 
"  ries  to  their  houfes  to  watch  over  the  execution  of 
«  their  decrees." 

"  What  do  I  fay  ?  No  !  it  is  not  in  the  commonal- 
«  ty  of  Paris  that  the  exercife  of  the  national  fove- 
«  reignty  refides.  It  rejides  in  a  club,  or  rather  in  a 
c<  [core  of  thofe  robbers  ivho  direct  that  club;  who  oblige 
«  all  the  authorities  that  are  conilituted  by  the  nation 
"  to  bend  under  them. 

"  It  is  there,  it  is  in  that  club  where  the  anarchifls 
"  of  the  convention  domineer.  It  is  there  that  the 
ff  decrees  are  fabricated  which  are  to  come  upon  them 
"  with  the  force  of  a  command.  It  is  there,  that  uu- 
"  der  the  title  of  petitions  or  addrefles,  orders  are  fa- 
M  bricated  which  arc  intimated  to  them.  It  is  in  that 
"  ware-houfe  of  calumny,  that  they  every  day  diforgan- 
"  ize  every  thing,  the  miniftry,  the  adminiftration,  and 
ff  the  armv.  It  is  from  thence  that  the  deputies,  the 
«  minifterSj  and  the  generals3  are  called  upon  to  make 

»   their 
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«  their  appearance  before  them,  and  humbly  bend  the 

"  knee.     It  is  there   that  they  give   in  their  accounts, 

«  that  they   make  their  anfwers  to  the   denunciations 

«  againft  them.     It  is  there  that  they  pay  obedience  to 

«  the  decrees  of  the  c'ub,  who  expel  or  condemn  their 

"  lubalterns.     It   is   there   that,  occupied  in  uccufing 

«  the  Girondins  of  governing  every  thing,  of  ufurping 

11  every  thing,  the  leaders  of  the  club,  drawing  to  them- 

"  fclves  all  authority,  govern  all,   carry  off  all  money, 

"  bargains,  places,  commiffions,  nominations  to  tribu- 

«  nals,   &c.  &c. 

"  It  is  from  thence,  that  the  orders  go  to  the  rcvolu- 
"  tionary  tribunal,  to  remove,  to  condemn,  or  abfolve. 
"  It  is  there  that  the  accufer  of  this  tribunal  complains 
"  that  blood  is  not  (bed  in  fuffieient  abundance.  It  is 
"  there  that  the  jurymen  of  this  tribunal  prcmife  very 
"  foon  to  bring  to  the  fcaffold  the  heads  of  thofe  de- 
«  puties  who  are  enemies  to  the  Jacobins." 

a  Yes,  I  declare,  from  the  deep  conviction  of  rry 
"  foul,  that  as  long  as  there  exifts  no  power  able  to  re- 
"  prefs  the  crimes  of  the  leaders  of  the  Jacobins,  there 
"  can  exift  no  convention,  no  government.  All  the 
"  powers  are  neccfiarily  with  the  club.  There  is  the 
"  lcgiflative  body  5  or  rather,  there  is  the  body  above 
"  the  law — above  all,  the  conlututed  authorities.  There 
f*   is  the  abfolute  petver  of  France" 

"  Bournonville,  en  entering  upon  his  adminiftration, 

"  and  after  having  examined  the  (late  of  the  expenfes, 

"  has  declared  that  there  was  a  fum  of  one  hundred  and 

"  fixty  millions  (about  fix  millions  fterling)  of  the  ex- 

"  penditure,  of  which  there  appeared   no  particulars. 

(t  Cambon  faid  to  the  committee  in   the  roiirum,  that 

"  it  was  impoffible  to  bring  the  expenditure  of  that  de-. 

(*  partment   to   light ;  that  a    fponge   mull:  be  drawn 


«  over  it." 


"  You  will  fee  the  provificr.s  every  where  paid  for 
ft  two  or  three  times  over,  wars-houfes  hired  at  an  ex- 

cc  cefjiye 


(I 
a 
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«  ceffive  price  •,  battalions,  though  reduced  to  a  third 
«  or  a  fixth,  flili  paid  for  at  their  full  compliment." 

"  /  am  fatisficd  thai  I  have  fully  proved  that  the  anar- 
11  chifls,  under  the  tiame  of  the  Jacobins  of  Paris,  of  the 
«  municipality  of  the  feci  ions,  have  governed,  and  do  govern 
"  the  convention,  the  executive  power,  and  all  the  admhuf- 
"  trations,  and  confidently  that  they  govern  the  whole 
"  empire." 

"  But  war  with  England,  with  Holland,  and  with 
"  Spain,  has  changed  the  face  of  affairs,  and  it  has 
"  flopped  the  courfe  of  our  victories.  Then  what  has 
"  occafioned  this  lafl  war  ?  There  are  three  caufes 
«  of  it  : 

u  1  ft.  The  abfurd  and  impolitic  decree  of  the  19th 
"  of  November,  which  very  juftly  excited  uneafmefs 
in  foreign  cabinets  ;  a  decree  which  men  of  know- 
ledge oppofcd  in  vain  ;  a  decree  brought  to  nothing 
"  by  the  anarchifls  themfelves,  who  had  pufhed  it  on 
"  with  rage  :  it  was  brought  to  nothing  after  a  fatal 
"  experience  •,  but  this  was  done  too  late,  fmce  the 
<£  mil  chief  had  already  been  produced. 

"  2d.  The  maffacres  of  the  2d  of  September,  the 
"  impunity  of  which,  commanded  by  the  anarchifts, 
"  has  alienated  from  us  all  neutral  nations. 

"  3d.  The  death  of  Louis." 

"  What  did  enlightened  republicans  think  before  the 
"  10th  of  Augufh,  men  who  wifhed  for  liberty,  not 
"  only  for  their  own  country,  but  for  all  Europe  ? 
"  They  believed  that  they  could  generally  eftablifh  it, 
"  by  exciting  the  governed  againft  the  governors,  in 
"  letting  the  people  fie  the  facility  and  the  advantages 
"  of  fuch  infurreclions." 

iC  But  they'  would  profcribe  all  flock-jobbing. — 
"  Why,  then,  did  not  Canibon  fhut  up  the  exchange 

"  fopner 
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"  iboner,  as  Claviere  has  been  inceffanfly  requiring 
"  fince  1 79 1  ?  It  was  going  ftrait  to  the  very  fource  of 
«  the  evil.  Why,  after  having  himfelf  confeffed  that 
"  flock-jobbing  could  only  be  combated  by  ccunter- 
"  Hock-jobbing  ;  why,  after  having  confefied  that 
"  ftock-jobbing  fo  prodigioufly  raifed  the  price  of  fpc- 
"  cie,  why  did  they  not  grant  to  the  executive  council 
«  fome  millions  for  the  operations  of  a  bank  for  raifing 
"  exchange  ?" 

«  How  can  you  expect,  that  in  this  uncertain  and 
"  wavering  ftate  in  which  you  are,  foreign  powers  can 
"  confent  to  treat  with  a  convention,  which  is  every 
«  day  dragged  through  the  dirt ;  becaufe  it  is  the  low.ft 
"  difgrace  to  treat  with  an  executive  power,  which 
"  is  without  intermiffion  denounced,  humiliated,  and 
"  tottering." 

«  But  foreign  powers  who  would  treat  with  us  in  the 
ft  actual  Jiate  that  ive  Jland  in,  could  they  entertain  a 
"  fimilar  hope  ?  No,  they  fay— r- France  is  divided  bv 
"  factions.  One  triumph  to-day.  To-morrow  it 
"  will  be  the  triumph  of  another.  If  you  treat  with 
"  one,  the  other  will  break  the  treaty.  There  is  no 
«  liability.  Let  us  wait  for  that  liability,  and  then  we 
"  will  treat." 

"  It  is  madnefs  or  imbecility  itfelf  to  reckon  upon  a 
"  peace,  or  upon  allies,  while  we  are  without  a  eonfti- 
"  tution.  There  is  no  making  an  alliance,  there  is  no 
"  treating  ivith  anarchy.  To  treat  with  men,  who  have 
"  not  the  power  to  arreft  the  guilty,  who  infult  them 
"  at  their  door,  or  the  women,  who  in  fpite  of  their 
"  teeth,  exercife  the  police  of  their  precincl:,  or  the  Ja- 
"  cobins,  who  haughtily  fubferibe  their  contingent  of 
"  heads  to  be  cut  off." 

"  Anarchills,  robbers !  you  may  now  ftrike  *,  T 
"  have  done  my  duty;  I  have  told  truthb  that  will 
"  furvive  me;  truths  which  will  at  lead  efface  the 
"  difgrace  with  which   you  would  wifh  to  cover  my 

"  name  •■, 
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«•  name ;    truths  that  will    prove   to   all  France   that 

«  good    men    have    eonllantly     exerted    their    whole 

*<  itrength  to  open  the  eyes  of  France,  and  to  preferve 

«  her  liberty." 
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THE  mifcellaneous  articles  which  belong  to  no  part 
of  the  work  in  particular,  but  which  ferve  to  illuftrate 
the  whole,  as  ferving  to  make  known  the  ftate  of 
France,  may  not  be  improper,  though  given  without 
any  regular  order. 

The  decrees  concerning  the  changes  in  the  calendar, 
the  denomination  and  divifion  of  the  days  and  months, 
ierved  to  give  the  people  a  romantic  fort  of  enthufiafm, 
to  make  a  volatile  nation  naturally  fond  of  change,  ad- 
mire its  reprefentatives,  and  forget  its  ancient  habits. 

The  invention  of  new  words,  to  exprefs  meaning, 
was  often  employed  to  render  palatable  to  the  people, 
what  under  its  old  name  would  have  been  too  obnoxi- 
ous. This  is  of  more  importance  with  the  multitude 
than  one  is  aware  of  at  firft,  for  ignorant  men  are  go- 
verned by  founds.  The  royal  power  was  brought  into 
contempt  by  being  called  the  executive  power,  and 
murderers  were  rendered  lef-.  deteftable  by  giving  to 
them  the  fame  title.  We  have  thus  feen  a  perpetual 
change  of  names,  even  of  towns,  fections  and  diftricls  j 
and  this  began  with  the  revolution,  and  continued  from 
the  time  that  the  dates-general  were  called  a  national 
affembly,  and  that  the  title  of  provoft  of  the  merchants 
was  changed  for  that  of  the  mayor  of  Paris.  By  the 
lail:  accounts  we  have  from  France,  names  have  per- 
petually been  changing.  The  great  ufe  made  of  names 
or  epithets,,  to  produce  difgult,  or  excite  ridicule,  is  a 

proof 
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proof  that  mankind  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  may 
be  a£ted  upon  by  this  device,  though  it  does  not  al- 
ways fucceed.  M.  d'Orleans,  for  inftance,  was  un- 
fuccefsful  in  taking  the  title  of  Egallte  ;  and  the  clock- 
maker,  who  called  himfelf  Brutus,  as  well  as  another 
citizen,  who  changed  the  name  of  Le  Roi  for  that  of 
Dix  Aouty  were  only  turned  into  ridicule. 

r 

But  this  changing  of  names  had  a  mighty  effe£t  in 
overturning  the  ideas  of  the  populace,  and  it  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  if  the  great  number  fuccceded  againft 
the  fmall  in  this  conteft  of  ridicule.  Sans  culotte  was 
at  firft  an  epithet  of  contempt  given  to  the  ragged  va- 
gabonds, who  collected  in  groups  round  the  hall  of  the 
afiembly,  and  in  other  public  places.  The  people  were 
at  firft  much  offended  at  that,  but  finding  they  could 
not  get  rid  of  the  name,  they  took  it  up  with  good  hu- 
mour, and  finifhed,  by  enforcing  refpedt,  to  it  from 
thofe  who  at  firft  intended  it  as  mockery. 

The  different  fections  at  Paris,  which  had  been  at 
firft  named  after  fome  ftreet,  fquare,  or  remarkable 
building  in  the  feclion,  had  their  names  gradually  chang- 
ed to  the  fection  of  unity,  rights  of  man,  William  Tell, 
red  bonnet,  &c.  This  is  fomething  like  the  names 
given  in  the  time  of  religious  fanaticifm  in  England, 
Pater-Nofter-Row,  Amen  Corner,  Sec. 

In  order  to  gain  to  their  party,  fcoundrels  of  all  forts, 
the  leading  party,  even  in  their  firft  beginning,  made 
motions  in  the  affembly  and  in  the  club,  that  fhewed 
fuch  men  what  a  glorious  career  was  opened  to  them  by 
this  revolution.  In  the  end  of  the  year  1 790,  when  the 
revolution  was  yet  very  moderate,  it  was  propofed  to 
call  together  all  the  foldiers  who  had  been  drummed 
out  of  their  regiments  (ceux  que  av'ient  recti  des  cartou- 
ches j amies  )  and  to  form  a  brigade  of  them,  as  being 
excellent  patriots,  perfecuted  for  the  love  of  liberty. 
This  was  too  extravagant  for  that  time,  but  might  have 
fucceeded  very  well  afterwards.  The  forty  rebellious 
foldiers   who  had  been  condemned  to  the  galleys  after 

Vol.  II.  N  n  the 
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the  affair  of  Nancy,  were  at  lafl  reclaimed  by  Collot 
d'Herbois  and  fuch  other  patriots ;  they  were  fet  at 
liberty,  received  a  large  fum  of  money,  were  fealled 
publicly,  and  finally  were  to  have  made  a  public  entry 
into  Paris,  on  the  fame  triumphal  car  that  ferved  for 
the  body  of  Voltaire  when  it  was  carried  to  the  Pan- 
theon. Inflead  of  Voltaire's  bed  and  dying  apparatus, 
which  had  been  in  this  car,  twelve  benches,  elevated 
one  above  another,  were  placed  for  the  galley  Haves. 
A  deputation  of  the  national  affembly,  the  judges  of 
the  tribunals,  the  municipality,  and  other  constituted 
authorities,  joined  on  the  proceflion,  in  honour  of  the 
perfecuted  patriots,  who,  however,  were  themfelves 
afhamed  of  the  affair,  and  would  not  mount  the  car, 
fo  that  the  empty  benches  paraded  along,  drawn  by 
twelve  fine  horfes,  and  preceded  by  all  the  magiftrates 
of  the  people.  The  galley  Haves,  mixing  in  the  crowd, 
fhewed  that  they  had  more  modefty  than  the  rulers  of 
France.  This  happened  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
cabals  for  the  20th  of  June,  and  ioth  of  Augufl, 
were  preparing. 


NOTE     R.  2. 


Revolutionary  tribunal)  prifons,  Le   Bon,   CjrV. 

From  the  things  brought  againft  the  revolutionary 
tribunal  and  the  commiffaries,  as  well  as  the  proceed- 
ings at  Nantz,  it  would  appear,  that  though  opprelnon 
and  cruelty  altered  their  form  a  little,  it  was  not  very 
different  throughout  France. 

At  Dijon  the  Jacobin  club  had  a  revolutionary  army  at 
its  orders,  which  cofl  25 ol.  fterling  per  month ;  and 
■while  the  revolutionary  foldicrs  pillaged  and  arretted 
people,  their  wives  and  daughters  filled  the  galleries  of 
the  club  to  applaud  the  mod  extravagant  amongfl:  its 
orators. 

Fouquier 
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Fouquier  Tinvillc  proved,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
bring  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal  prifoners  accord- 
ing to  lifts  received.  As  great  numbers  of  people 
were  accufed  in  one  block,  and  with  a  great  many  dif- 
ferent forts  of  crimes  at  once,  as  witneffes  in  their  fa- 
vour were  not  heard,  and  as  a  few  hours  ferved  to  fi- 
nifli  proceedings  againft  any  number,  let  it  be  ever  lo 
great,  none  could  efcape,  except  now  and  then  one 
through  protection  or  favour. 

The  deputies  of  Cambray  accufed  Le  Bon,  the  com- 
miflary  of  the  convention,  who  had  been  fent  into  that 
quarter,  of  having  made  the  ftreets  run  with  blood  : 
he  was  accufed  of  keeping  a  condemned  man  four  hours 
at  the  guillotine,  while  he  read  difpatches  of  arbitrary 
imprifonments,  feizing  effects  of  prifoners  without 
giving  any  account,  and  of  having,  by  fummary  me- 
thods, put  to  death  numbers  of  innocent  perfons. 

The  Jacobin  fociety  of  Nimes  confeffed,  that  that 
city  had  been  ruled  as  rigoroufly  as  if  Robefpierre  in 
perfon  had  been  there.  "  Bourdon,  judge  of  the  revo- 
"  lutionary  tribunal,"  fay  the  Jacobins,  "  has  blown 
"  out  his  brains,  having  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  the 
«  fociety  for  his  attachment  to  Robefpierre.  The 
"  mayor,  (Courbis)  author  of  Lifts  of  Profcriptions, 
"  who  went  each  decade  with  a  number  of  proftitutes 
"  to  dance  farandoles  round  the  permanent  guillotine, 
"  is  arretted,  and  will  be  judged." 


After  the  death  of  Robefpierre  the  Jacobin  focieties 
themfelves  began  to  denounce  his  cruelties,  although 
his  agents  were  all  chofen  from  thefe  focieties,  and  the 
focieties  were  the  protestors,  the  aiders,  and  abettors 
of  his  agents  all  through  France.  Talien  had  reafon  to 
call  thofe  men  camelions  in  politics,  it  was  a  true  de- 
fcription,  but  he  fhould  have  included  himfelf  amongft 
the  number. 
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THOSE  who  had  been  the  agents  or  accomplices  of 
the  cruelties  of  Carrier  at  Nantz,  were  tried  before  the 
revolutionary  tribunal  at  Paris, 

Different  witneffes,  Lereque,  Perochot,  Haler,  Joly, 
and  Mainguet,  confeffed  that  they  had  participated  in 
the  horrible  fcenes  and  cruelties  committed  on  the  pri- 
foners.  They  confeffed  they  had  figned  orders  for 
mooting  and  for  drowning  prifoners  without  any  mo- 
tive ;  162  priefts  were  pillaged  of  all  their  effefts  and 
ftripped  naked  ;  their  executioners  divided  the  fpoils 
amongft  themfelves.  The  moft  infatiable  avarice,  un- 
exampled ferocity,  and  immeafurable  ambition,  a  defire 
of  giving  a  fcope  to  private  vengeance,  a  fingular 
tafte  for  licentious  feafts,  are  not  the  only  things  with 
which  the  members  of  the  revolutionary  committee 
are  to  be  reproached  •,  thefe  monfters  attacked  the  vir- 
tue of  wives  and  daughters,  and,  to  obtain  mercy  for 
fathers  and  hufbands,  it  was  neceffary  to  fubmit  to 
their  fenfual  brutality.  A  company  of  troops,  called 
the  company  of  Marat,  compofed  of  the  vileft  dregs 
of  the  people,  was  entrufted  with  the  power  of  life  and 
death,  and  exercifed  the  moft  terrible  and  unheard-of 
cruelties.* 


NOTE     T. 

THE  decrees  paffed  in  the  national  convention,  which 
gave  their  generals  and  commiffaries  a  power  of  putting 
in  requifition  every  article  of  utility  to  the  republic 
that  mould  be  found  in  any  conquered  country,  to  be 


*  For  a  full  account  of  thefe   cruelties,  fee   Porcupine's 

paid 


"    BLOODY  BUOY." 


NOTE      T.  293 

paid  for  in  aflignats,  was  not  fufficient.  They  could 
not  even  fpare  their  ufelefs  paper  in  return  for  really 
valuable  articles  ;  or  rather,  as  they  could  not  find  any 
pretence  for  putting  the  money  of  the  country  in  a  (late 
of  requifition,  the  commiflaries  were  allowed  to  levy 
contributions  in  fpecie,  which  was  done  to  a  very  great 
amount,  and  exacted  with  very  great  rigour  all  over 
Flanders  and  Brabant.  The  whole  of  the  wealth  of 
the  country  was  by  this  means  at  the  difpofal  of  the 
French  army,  fo  that  particular  acts  of  pillage  were 
become  entirely  ufelefs.  It  is  very  extraordinary  that 
this  has  not  been  properly  explained  and  made  known, 
as  the  republic  boafts  of  the  refpect  for  property  (hewn 
by  its  foldiers,  when,  in  fact,  every  thing  being  enre- 
giftered,  and  at  the  command  of  the  generals  and  fol- 
diers, by  means  of  aflignats  which  coft  nothing,  and 
which  from  the  nature  of  things  can  never  find  their 
way  back  to  France,  all  pillage  in  detail  would  have 
been  perfectly  ufelefs, 

A  regular  account  of  their  exactions  and  requifitions 
would  be  one  of  the  moil  ufeful  and  curious  pieces  that 
the  revolution  of  France  has  given  room  for,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  opportunity  will  not  be  let  Hip,  as 
it  is,  perhaps,  the  only  way  to  convince  foreign  nations 
of  the  injuflice  and  bad  faith  of  the  convention  and  of 
French  patriots. 

To  thofe  notes  which  fliew  completely  the  cruelty 
and  injuflice  of  the  revolution,  a  few  extracts  from  the 
Memorial  of  Gregoive  on  Vandalifm  may  not  impro- 
perly be  added.  This  report  was  made  at  the  requefl 
of  the  convention. 

"  The  moveables  belonging  to  the  nation,"  fays  he, 
"  have  fuffered  immenfe  dilapidation,  becaufe  rogues, 
who  have  always  a  logic  to  themfelves,  have  faid,  We 
are  the  nation.  Many  of  thofe  rafcals  now  have  im- 
menfe fortunes,  which  they  have  not  had  the  prudence 
or  the  art  to  conceal,  and  who  formerly  could  with 
difficulty  exift  upon  their  hand  labour. 

«  It 
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«  It  is  in  the  fine  arts  that  the  lofs  has  been  the 
greatefl. 

"  For  thefe  five  laft  years  whatever  was  precious  in 
paintings  and  libraries  has  been  deftroying  or  fold  at 
a  vile  price  to  ftrangers*,  what  the  adminiftrators  did 
not  fell,  were  left  to  be  eat  by  worms,  and  expofed 
to  the  duft  and  the  rain.  We  have  jufl  now  learned, 
that  at  Arney  the  library  has  been  put  into  hogs- 
heads !  ! 

r 
•  "  At  Narbonne  the  books  have  been  fent  to  the  ar- 
fenal ;  and  at  Fontaine  le  Dijon  the  library  of  the 
Fuillants  has  been  thrown  afide  as  wafte  in  the  hall  of 
old  papers.  Some  individuals,  of  whom  the  tafte  may, 
perhaps,  be  falfe,  and  the  knowledge  limited,  inftituted 
revolutionary  tribunals,  which  proscribed  authors  and 
condemned  their  books  j  Horace  and  Virgil  have  been 
condemned  not  only  for  acknowledging  tyrants,  but  for 
having  been  often  printed  for  the  ufe  of  tyrants,  and 
by  the  permiffion  of  tyrants. 

"  How  is  it  poffible  to  reftrain  our  indignation, 
when,  to  juftify  the  burning  of  thefe  books,  we  are 
told,  that  they  were  badly  bound  ? 

"  Many  of  the  libraries  of  mendicant  monks  contain 
editions  printed  in  the  firft  days  of  the  art  of  print- 
ing ;  the  Recolets  de  Saverne  is  of  this  number.  Books 
which  only  fold  here  for  a  few  crowns,  have  been  fold 
in  London  for  125  guineas. 

"  I  pafs  now  to  dilapidations  of  another  fort.  An- 
tique ftones,  medals,  engraved  ftones,  enamels  of  Pe- 
titot,  gems,  and  morfels  of  natural  hiftory,  have  often 
been  the  prey  of  knaves.  From  all  parts  bitter  com- 
plaints, well  founded  and  true,  arrived.  As  there  are 
profits  to  receive  on  every  fale,  they  take  care  not  to 
referve  any  thing,  even  when  it  is  precious  for  public 
inft  ruction. 


«  It 
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«  It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  the  commifTaries  are 
generally  traders  and  brokers,  who,  knowing  the  value 
of  articles,  reap  exorbitant  profits  by  purchasing  them 
at  the  fales.  The  better  to  fucceed,  they  fcatter  the 
books,  and  take  to  pieces  the  machines ;  a  tube  of  a 
telefcope  is  found  feparated  from  its  ftand ;  and  the 
cunning  knaves  know  how  to  put  them  together  again 
after  they  have  been  purchafed  at  a  low  price.  When 
they  are  afraid  of  the  competition  of  people  who  are 
judges  and  men  of  principle,  they  offer  them  money 
to  flay  away  j  and  there  is  an  inflance,  where  they 
beat  the  perfon  who  bid  againft  them. 

"  At  Bretteuil's  houfe  a  clock  en  Malachite  was  fold 
for  a  trifle,  though  it  is  the  only  one  exifting. 

"  The  four  famous  tables  in  wood  of  the  Autrichi- 
enne,  (the  queen)  admirable  for  their  form,  the 
workmanfhip  and  the  materials,  were  fold  for  800  li- 
vres,  re-fold  for  12,200,  and  bought  back  by  the  na- 
tion for   15,000. 

"  In  all  quarters  pillage  and  deftruclion  were  the 
order  of  the  day. 

"  At  the  clocks  of  the  palace  the  flatues  of  Juftice 
and  Prudence  of  Pilon  were  broke,  and  the  coat  of 
arms  left  at  St.  Nicolas  la  Chardoneret,  the  magnificent 
Calvary  by  Poulhu,  from  the  defigns  of  Le  Brun,  was 
broken ;  at  St.  Louis  de  la  Culture  a  monument,  con- 
fidered  as  one  of  the  chef-d'ceuvres  of  fculpture,  and 
which  coft  more  than  200,000  livres,  was  mutilated ; 
at  Marly  they  broke  and  carried  off  l'Hypomene,  l'Ata- 
lante,  the  figure  of  the  Ocean,  and  two  excellent  co- 
pies of  Diana  and  the  Venus  of  Medicis. 

"  At  Franciade,  (St.  Denis)  where  the  national  club 
has  with  juftice  ftruck  the  tyrants  even  in  their  tombs, 

they 
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they  ought  at  leaft  to  have  fpared  that  of  Turenne,  when 
cuts  of  fabres  are  to  be  feen.* 

f*  If  at  Paris  and  its  environs  fuch  have  been  the  de- 
ftructions,  what  muft  they  have  been  in  the  provinces  ? 

"  At  Nancy,  in  the  fpacc  of  a  few  hours,  they  broke 
and  burned  to  the  value  of  100,000  crowns  in  booka 
and  pictures. 

"  But  on  the  frontiers  and  the  departments  of  the 
north  the  deftruttion  is  fuch,  that  it  is  impoffible  to 
find  words  to  defcribe  it. 

"  At  Anet  a  ftag  in  bronze  was  about  to  be  deftroy- 
ed  on  pretence  that  the  chace  was  a  feudal  right  •,  it 
was  faved  on  proving,  that  brazen  flags  did  not  come 
under  the  law. 

I«  At  Pont  MoufTon  a  large  picture,  which  con- 
noifleurs  offered  to  cover  with  louis  d'ors  as  its  price, 
Was  fold  for  forty-eight  livres. 

"  It  would  require  a  great  portion  of  indulgence  not 
to  perceive  wickednefs  as  well  as  ignorance  in  all  this ; 
but  if  ignorance  i6  not  always  a  crime,  thofe  who  fpeak 
in  its  praife  mould  know,  that  it  is  always  an  evil : 
almoft  conftantly  behind  ignorance  a  contre  revolu- 
tionary and  evil  fpirit  is  concealed.  Thofe  who  fawed 
down  the  iron  tree  in  the  botanic  garden  at  Montpelier 
to  make  of  it  a  tree  of  liberty,  are  perhaps  the  fame 
who  wanted  to  cut  up  the  olive  trees  of  the  ci-devant 
Provence. 

"  No  fooner  is  a  wife  decree  paffed,  than  in  the  in- 
ftant  ariftocracy  endeavours  to  turn  it  to  its  purpofe. 

*  At  St.  Denis,  the  Weftminfter  Abbey  of  France,  the 
coffins  of  all  the  race  of  kings  were  taken  up,  for  the  dou- 
ble purpofe  of  making  lead  bullets  and  infulting  royalty.  It 
is  evident,  that  Gregoire  is  juft  as  violent  as  thofe  who  de- 

ftroyed  the  monuments,  with  regard  to  royalty. 

"  If 
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"  If  they  propofe  to  convert  the  bells  into  cannons, 
immediately  men,  ftrangers  perhaps,  or  paid  by  Gran- 
gers, want  to  fend  to  the  foundery  the  collection  of 
ftatues  in  bronze  at  the  Little  Auguftins.  The  meri- 
dian circles  made  by  Butterfield  for  the  globes  of  Co- 
ronelli,  and  the  medals  which  are  at  the  national  li- 
brary ;  they  calculated  that  all  thefe  objects  would 
make  the  half  of  a  little  cannon. 

"  At  Lyons,  CafTenet  threw  into  the  crucible  800 
antique  medals  of  gold. 

"  To  find  falt-petre  the  antiquities  of  Aries  were 
deftroyed. 

"  At  Bouquier's  houfe  celebrated  pictures  were  de- 
ftroyed, becaufe  they  reprefentcd  religious  fubjecls ; 
and  at  Praflin  ftatues  of  Pagan  gods  were  deftroyed,  as 
being  monuments  of  the  feudal  fyftem. 

"  They  went  farther  ftill ;  men  armed  with  clubs,  and 
preceded  by  terror,  went  to  the  citizens  printfellers. 
A  binding  or  a  vignette  have  ferved  as  a  pretext  for 
deftroying  or  dealing  books,  prints,  geographical  charts 
and  pictures. 

"  They  even  tore  the  print  of  the  death  of  Charles  I. 
becaufe  they  found  on  it  a  coat  of  arms.  Ah !  would 
to  God,  that  after  the  reality,  the  engraving  art  could  re- 
prefent  to  us  in  the  fame  manner  the  heads  of  all  kings, 
even  at  the  rijh  offering  at  the  bottom  a  ridiculous  blazonry. 

"  Without  doubt  it  is  neceflary  to  fpeak  to  the  eyes 
republican  language,  but  we  fhould  calumniate  liberty 
by  fuppofing,  that  its  triumph  depends  on  the  preser- 
vation or  the  deftru&ion  of  a  figure  of  defpotifm,  and 
when  fuch  monuments  happen  to  be  of  excellent  work- 
manfhip,  their  prefervation,  according  to  the  law  of 
the  3d  Frumaire,  may  be  ufeful  both  for  cultivating 
genius  and  the  hatred  of  tyrants,  who  by  that  pre- 
fervation are    condemned   to   a  fort  of  perpetual  pillory. 

Vol.  II.  O  o  «  Such 
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Such  is  the  maufoleum  cf  Richelieu,  one  of  the  mafte'r- 
pieces  of  Girandon. 

"  The  frenzy  of  the  barbarians  was  fuch,  that  they 
propofed  to  tear  off  the  covers  of  books  with  arms, 
dedications,  or  privileges,  that  is  to  fay,  to  deftroy 
them  altogether. 

«  Be  allured,  that  this  new  fort  of  fanaticifm  pleafes 
the  Englifh.  They  would  pay  very  dear  for  your  fine 
editions  ad  tifurn  Delphini,  and  not  being  able  to  have 
them,  they  will  willingly  pay  to  have  them  burned. 

«  It  is,  perhaps,  the  Englifh  who  have  got  the  me- 
morials, plans,  and  manufcripts,  that  are  ftole  from 
the  depofit  of  the  army  and  the  navy. 

"  Permit  me  here  to  concentrate  a  feries  of  fa£ts 
which  is  curious  and  inftrudting. 

«  Manuel  propofed  to  deftroy  the  port  St.  Denis, 
which  propofal  prevented  men  of  tafte,  who  loved  the 
arts,  from  fleeping  for  eight  days. 

«  Chaumette,  who  caufed  trees  to  be  pulled  up, 
under  pretext  of  planting  potatoes,  wanted  likewife  to 
kill  all  the  rare  animals  in  the  mufeum  of  Natural 
Hiftory. 

"  Hebert  infulted  the  national  majefty  by  degrading 
the  language  of  liberty. 

«  Chabot  faid,  he  did  not  like  learned  men,  he  and 
his  companions  had  rendered  that  name  fynonymous 
with  that  of  ariftocrat. 

«  Lacroix  propofed,  that  foldiers  might  mount  to 
any  rank  in  the  army,  without  being  able  to  write. 

«  Whilft  the  banditti  in  the  Vendee  were  deftroying 
the  monuments  at  Parthenay,  Angers,  Saumur,  and 

Chinon, 
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Chinon,  Henriot  propofed  to  renew  here  the  exploits 
of  Omar  at  Alexandria ;  he  propofed  to  burn  the  na- 
tional library,  and  the  fame  motion  was  repeated  at 
Marfeilles. 

"  Dumas  faid,  that  all  men  of  genius  fhould  be  guil- 
lotined ;  Robefpierre  faid,  there  ought  only  to  be  one. 

"  In  the  fecYions,  to  confummate  the  work  and  dry 
up  all  fources  of  inftrucYion,  it  was  refolved  to  deftroy 
men  of  genius,  of  whom  the  exiltence  is  fo  often  tor- 
mented by  thofe  who  abufe  them,  that  they  may  dif- 
penfe  with  admiring  them.  All  of  them  were  indif- 
tinclly  refufed  ;  cards  of  citizens,  and  the  cry  was,  Don't 
trttjl  that  man,  he  has  written  a  book.  Such  men  were 
chaced  from  the  places  they  occupied ;  the  pride  of 
ignorance  was  flattered  by  the  perfuafion  that  pa- 
triotifm,  fo  neceflary  in  all  cafes,  was  fuflicient  of  itfelf 
alone,  and  fo,  on  pretence  of  making  principle  triumph, 
bring  into  danger  the  fortune,  honour,  and  life  of  ci- 
tizens, by  confiding  them  to  unfkilful  hands.  This  is 
in  what  difguifed  ariftocracy  has  completely  fucceeded. 

"  The  fyftem  of  perfecution  againft  men  of  abilities 
was  organifed.  Deflaulx,  one  of  the  firll  furgcons  in 
Europe,  was  imprifoned,  who  is,  befides,  at  the  head 
of  the  greateft  fick  hofpital  in  Paris,  and  almolt  the 
only  one  who  raifes  young  furgeons  for  the  armies. 
Your  committee  has  fet  him  at  liberty. 

"  During  nine  months  the  celebrated  tranflator  of 
Homer,  Bitaube,  the  fon  of  a  refugee,  whom  the  love 
of  liberty  brought  back  long  ago  into  the  country  of 
his  fathers,  has  groaned  in  a  prifon,  and  whom  the 
tyrant  of  Pruflia  has  deprived  of  his  revenues  becaufe 
he  is  a  patriot.  Thellaye,  Coufin,  La  Harpe,  Van- 
dermonde,  Ginquene,  Lachabeauffiere,  La  Roche, 
Sage,  Beffroy,  Vigee,  and  many  others,  have  ihared 
the  fame  fate. 

"  Mauduit,  Latourette,  and  Champfort,  have  pe- 
rifhed  vi&ims  to  that  inquifltion. 

"  Citizens, 
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«  Citizens,  if  the  authenticity  is  difputed,  or  the 
importance  diminifhed,  of  any  of  the  facls  which  I 
haw  mentioned,*  although  that  enumeration  is  very  in- 
complete, there  fiill  would  remain  enough  to  ferve  for 
evidence  of  the  mifchiefs  of  ignorance  and  ariflocracy. 

Gregoire  adds,  "  that  the  republic  acquires  by  its 
courage  what  Louis  XIV.  with  immenfe  fums  could 
never  purchafe.  The  whole  Flemifh  fchool,  fays  he, 
has  rifen  in  a  mafs,  to  come  and  ornament  our  mu- 
feums.  Crayer,  Vandyke,  and  Rubens,  are  on  the 
road  to  Paris. 

"  The  greateft  enemy  of  France  could  not  wifh  the 
country  to  be  going  more  rapidly  to  deftruction,  than 
by  thole  different  facts  of  crimes,  cruelties,  and  follies, 
it  feems  to  be." 

Two  great  mailers  in  the  art  of  painting  nature  have 
given  a  fpecimen  of  criminality  and  madnefs,  that  re- 
femble  ftrikingly  the  actors  on  the  ftage  of  the  French 
revolution. 

Shakefpeare  and  Cervantes  have  painted  the  progrefs 
of  crime  and  of  folly  as  we  fee  them  exhibited  in 
France.  All  the  criminal  leaders  of  the  French  revo- 
lution feem,  like  Macbeth,  to  think,  that  once  ftept 
into  guilt,  it  is  lefs  tedious  to  go  on  than  to  return,  and 
the  enthufiafts  in  liberty,  like  Don  Quixote,  miftake 
perpetually  every  ridiculous  excefs  for  patriotifm. 
The  itrong  are  always  patriots,  and  the  perfecuted  arif- 
tocrats  j  and  Gregoire,  in  his  report  to  the  convention, 
fliews  as  completely  that  he  is  mad  north-north-caft  as 
any  bedlamite  ever  Was ;  his  memorial  is,  in  itfelf, 
good  and  true,  but  whenever  he  mentions  liberty, 
crowned  heads,  or  ariftocrats,  he  is  juft  as  raving  mad 
as  the  knight  of  La  Mancha  was  about  his  enchanters, 
his  knights,  and  his  caftles. 

*  All  Gregoire's  fafts  are  not  given  in  this  note. 
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To  be  confulted  in  afcertainingfacls  relative  to  the  revolution. 

The  Journal  de  Paris  Feuille  du  Soir  &  Gazette  de 
Courier  de  Provence  Leyde 

Monieuteur  Gazette  Univerfel 

Logograph  M.  de  Montgalliard 

Rabaut's  Hiftory  M.  Peltier,  &c.  &. 
Mounier's  Letter 

Though,  perhaps,  none  of  thefe  publications  is  free 
from  many  errors  inevitable  in  relating  what  is  recent, 
the  conduct  of  the  aflembly,  all  remarkable  fac"ts  and 
decrees,  are  accurate ;  and,  in  general,  the  French 
periodical  papers  have  related  things  pretty  truly,  ob- 
serving only  that  they  mult  be  compared  together 
with  care. 
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"  Hiftory,  who  keeps  a  durable  record  of  all  ouv  acts,  and  exer- 
"  cifes  her  awful  cenfure  over  all  forts  of  fovereigxs}  will  notfor- 
u  get  thefe  events." 
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T  O 


Mr.    WILLIAM   PLAYFAIR, 


AUTHOR   OF   THE   HISTORY   OF   JACOBINISM. 


Dear  Sir, 

IH  A  V  E  feldom  known  a  greater  pleafure 
than  I   now   feel,   in  rendering   you  my 
thanks,  in  this  public  manner,  for  your  fpirit-  ,     ,a 

ed  efforts  in  the  caufe  of  order  and  true  liberty,  t  &*&  * (  y  " 
Your  work,  Sir,  has  met  with  the  approbation 
of  all  who  have  read  it  on  this  fide  the  Atlan- 
tic, the  enemies  of  mankind  excepted;  and, 
as  to  myfelf,  I  prefume  I  could  not  give  a  more 
unequivocal  proof  of  my  high  opinion  of  it, 
than  by  fubmitting  it  to  the  perufal  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  American  Jacobins,  com- 
monly denominated  Democrats,  which  I  have 
attempted  in  the  following  pages,  feemed  ne- 
ceffaryto  fupply  a  deficiency,  which,  undoubt- 
edly, is  to  be  attributed  to  your  want  of  au- 
thenticated materials.     I  am  well  aware,  that 
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the  reader  will,  at  every  ftep,  regret  that  this 
part  of  the  talk  alfo  did  not  fall  to  your  lot ; 
but,  the  experience  I  have  had  of  the  indul- 
gence of  the  public,  emboldens  me  to  truft  to 
it  once  more,  though  under  the  enormous  dis- 
advantage of  following  fuch  a  writer  as  Mr. 
Play  fair. 

I  am, 

Sir, 
Your  mofr  obliged  humble  fervant, 

PETER    PORCUPINE. 

Philadelphia, 
loth  Nov.    1796. 
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WHEN  the  Jacobins  of  Paris  fent  forth  their  mifli-    M-iffLfflA  r<stl> 
onaries  of  infurredtion  and  anarchy,  their profefT-  qI  Jn  .  ^ + TcWvfrn 
ed  object  was  to  enlighten  the  ignorant  and  unchain  the     ' 
enflaved.     There  was  fomehitng  prepofterous  in  the 
idea  of  Frenchmen  giving  liberty  to  the  world ;  but, 
had  it  been  poflible  for  men  in   their  fenfes  to  be- 
lieve, that  a  club  of  diffracted  Monfieurs,  who  knew 
not  the  meaning  of   the  word   liberty,    were  calcu- 
lated for  this  arduous  talk  and  were  ferious  in  their 
profcOions,  fuch  credulous  perfons  muft  have  been  an 
once  undeceived,  when  they  obferved,  that  the  newly- 
enlightened    miilionaries    were    difpatched    to    thofe 
countries  alone  where   the    greatell  degree   of  civil    ^  frvdc 

liberty  was    already  to  be  found.      Had  the  Propa-    /'°/?^7 
gande  at  Paris  been  iincere  in  their  profeilions,  why 
were  not  their  envoys  directed  towards   Ruifia  and 
Turkey,  initead  of  England,  America,  and  other  free  ^ 

(hues?      The  fact    is,    BriiTbt    and    his    philanthropic  />  Yj/J^S 
colleagues  wanted  to  draw  as  many  foreign  nations 
as  poliible  within  the   vortex   of   their  own  favage 
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fyStem,  and  they  well  knew,  that  where  the  voice  of 
the  people  has  the  mod  weight  in  public  affairs,  there 
it  is  moil;  eafy  to  introduce  novel  and  fubverfrve  doc- 
trines. 

i 

In  fuch  States  too,  there  generally,  not  to  fay  al- 
ways, exifts  a  party,  who,  from  the  long  habit  of 
hating  thofe  who  administer  the  government,  become 
the  enemies  of  the  government  itfelf,  and  are  ready 
to  fell  their  treacherous  fervices  to  the  firSt  bidder. 
To  this  defcription  of  men  the  feci:  of  the  Jacobins 
have  attached  themfelves,  in  every  country  they  have 
beenfuifered  to  enter.  They  are  a  fort  of  flelh  flies,  that 
naturally  fettle  on  the  excremental  and  corrupted  parts 
of  the  body  politic.  It  is  well  known  what  aid  they  have 
received  from  the  difaffected  of  feveral  European  na- 
tions; but,  neither  the  Malcontents  in  Geneva,  the 
Qt-to-uin  Patriots  in  Holland,  nor  the  Reformers  in  Great  Bri- 

'  tain  and  Ireland,  were  half  fo  well  adapted  to  the  re- 

nffi/ &*<*  ception  of  Jacobinical  doctrines  and  Louis  d'ors  as  the 

/ft    >  dnti-federalifts  in  America.      This  faction    was  co- 

I  exiStent  with  the  General  Government  of  the  Union* 

Notwithstanding  the  neceffity  of  establishing  this  go- 
vernment, and  its  mild  and  equitable  principles,  it  did 
not  fail  to  meet  with  a  formidable  oppofition.  The 
perfons  who  compofed  this  oppofition,  and  who  thence 
t        .  took  the  name  Anti-federatijts,  were  not  equal  to  the 

Ji  1\ttS  Federalifts,  either  in  point  of  riches  or  refpeclability. 

'  They  were,  in  general,  men  of  bad  moral  characters, 
embarraffed  in  their  private  affairs,  or  the  tools  of  fuch 
as  were-  Men  of  this  caSt  naturally  feared  the  ope- 
ration of  a  government  endued  with  fufficient  Strength 
to  make  itfelf  refpected,  and  with  fufficient  wifdom 
to  exclude  the  ignorant  and  wicked  from  a  fhare  in  its 
administration. 

However,  the  Anti-federalifts  attracted  notice,  and 
acquired  confequence-  A  hypocritical  anxiety  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  liberties  of  the  people  made  up  for 
a  want  of  every  real  virtue.  Some  of  the  States  re- 
fufed,  for  a  long  time,  to  accede  to  the  new  Confe- 
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deration,  and  many  individuals,  in  thofe  ftates  which 
did  accede  to  it,  remained  obftinately  oppoied  to  its 
principles. 

Thus  did  the  Federal  Government  receive,  at  its 
birth,  the  feeds  of  a  difeafe,  which,  unlefs  its  friends 
difcover  more  zeal  than  they  have  hitherto  done,  will 
one  day  accomplish  its  defiruclion.  It  began  its  career 
in  defiance  of  a  party,  organized  and  marfhalled,  and 
ready  to  feize  the  favourable  moment  for  attacking  it 
with  open  force.  We  Shall  Soon  fee  that  this  moment 
was  at  no  great  diftance. 

The  happy  effefts  of  the  new  fyftem,  which  were 
almofl  inftantaneoufly  felt,  operated  fo  forcibly  on  the 
minds  of  the  people  at  large,  that  the  Anti-federalifts 
began  to  feel  theml'elves  abalhed.  Seeing  their  num- 
bers daily  diminish,  they  found  it  prudent  to  hide 
their  difcontent  ;  nor  would  their  clamors  have  Since 
been  revived,  had  they  not  been  encouraged  and 
backed  by  the  ufurpers  in  France.     The    luccefsful  ^ 

example,  the  promifes,  and,    above   all,  the  gold  of    U(itcL%     X, 
thefe    latter,    have  emboldened  them  again  to  Shew 
their  heads ;     as  the  rays  of  the  fun  draw  the  adder 
from  the  loathfome  retreat,  where  he  has  lain  engen- 
dering and  bloating  over  his  poifon. 

The  French  ufurpers,  from  the  moment  they  had 
got  a  firm  gralp  of  the  reins  of  power,  lofc  no  time 
in  engaging  this  delperatc  faction  in  their  views, 
which  were,  to  acquire  a  perfect  command  of  the 
American  government,  and  force  it  into  the  war  of  ^ 
Liberty  and  Equality.  Monfieur  Ternant,  the  then  ./O'Ktt'V-i 
ambalTador  here,  was,  befides  his  being  fent  by  a 
king,  very juftly  looked  upon  as  unfit  for  managing  the 
intrigues  of  Biillbt  and  his  brother  regicides.  He  had 
ever  been  accuftomed  to  live  on  terms  of  friendfhip 
with  the  officers  of  government,    and  to   treat  their  / 

communications  with  becoming  reined.     Citizen  Ge-      M    '      ^ 
net  was  therefore  difpatched    to  fupply  his  place  :  a 
nun  every  way  qualified  for  the  muTion  he  had  to  ex- 
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ecute.  Educated  in  the  fubaltern  walks  of  the  moft 
intriguing  court  in  Europe,  he  was  verfed  in  all  the 
menial  offices  of  corruption  ;  and  unencumbered  with 
the  family  pride  of  the  French  Chevaliers,  he  could 
vilit  a  democratic  club,  and  give  the  fraternal  bufs 
to  its  fhirtlefs  members,  with  that  kind  of  cordiality, 
which  gives  a  zeft  to  flattery,  and  feldom  fails  to  gain* 
the  affections  of  the  grovelling  heart.  If  the  Citizen 
has  hitherto  failed  of  ultimate  fuccefs,  we  muft  attri- 
bute his  failure  to  the  deep  penetration  and  inflexible 
integrity  he  had  to  encounter,  rather  than  to  any 
want  of  cunning,  induftry  or  liberality  on  his  part. 

The  attachment  of  the  Federal  Government  to  a 
6K£Yt„  pacific  fyftem  was  well  known  in  France-  Genet  was 
therefore  inftrufted,  in  cafe  he  mould  not  be  able  to 
fhake  this  attachment  either  by  promifes  or  threats,  to 
apply  himfelf  to  the  fovereign  people  themfelves, 
whofe  partiality,  it  had  been  reprefented,  and  with 
but  too  much  truth,  had  received  a  flrong  bias  in  fa- 
vour of  the  ufurpers.  In  order  to  pave  the  way  for 
afting  in  the  laft  refort,  he  difembarked  at  a  point  the 
moft  diftant  from  the  feat  of  government,  that  he 
might  have  it  in  his  power  to  aft  on  fome  part  of  the 
people  at  leaft,  before  the  fentiments  of  their  govern- 
ment refpefting  him  and  his  minion  were  known-  He 
accordingly  landed  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
where  he  remained  caballing  for  fome  time,  and  then 
proceeded  to  Philadelphia. 

r  .     i  The  inhabitants  of  Charlefton,  and,  indeed,  of  moft 

CnAW<A/2>n-  partsof  South  Carolina,  were  admirably  difpofed for 
a  warm  reception  of  Genet.  Not  long  before  his  land^ 
ing,  a  propofition  had  been  publilhed  for  a  folemn  abo- 
lition of  the  ufe  "  of  all  arirtocratical  terms  of  dif- 
tinclion  and  refpefl."  The  levellers  had  even  propos- 
ed having  an  engagement  to  this  effeft,  printed  and 
ihick  up  in  the  market-places,  court-houfes,  &c  for 
the  Signature  of  the  citizens.  In  a  ftate  where  fans- 
culottifm  had  already  made  fuch  a  progrefs,  the  ani- 
mating prefence  of  the  Parili.m   Miffionary  was  all 
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that  could  be  wanted  to  complete  the  farce.  The 
Carolinians  had  cut  the  firings  of  their  culottes,  and 
the  Citizen  pulled  them  down  about  their  heels. 

/ '  A  fn  |  /  IA  £  (  ci  cl  *- 

The  frigate,  L'Ambufcade,  that  brought  Genet  to  ^y»  •" 

America,  brought  alfo  the  news  of  war  being  de- 
clared by  France  againfl  England.  The  inhabit- 
ants of  Southern  climes  have  never  been  famous 
for  their  wifdom  ;  accordingly,  the  people  of  Charles- 
ton looked  upon  a  prize,  which  the  Ambufcade 
brought  in  with  her,  as  an  earnefl  of  fuccefs,  and 
an  indubitable  indication  of  French  naval  Superi- 
ority. 

No  fooner  was  Genet  on  fhore,  than  he  began  to 
exercife  his  powers,  as  Sovereign  of  the  country.  He 
cominiflioned  land  and  fea  officers,  to  make  war  upon 
the  Spanifh  and  Englifh  ;  he  fitted  out  privateers,  and 
opened  rendezvoufes  for  the  enrolling  of  both  foldiers 
and  failors.  The  French  flag  was  feen  waving  from 
the  windows  in  this  fans-culoite  city,  jufl  as  if  it  had 
been  a  fea-port  of  France.  Genet  was  fent  exprefsly 
to  engage  the  country  to  take  a  part  in  the  war,  and 
fuch  was  his  contempt  for  the  government,  that  he 
did  not  look  upon  its  confent  as  a  thing  worth  afking 
for,  or  thinking  about. 

The  Citizen  found  more  volunteers  than  he  knew 
what  to  do  with,  particularly  of  the  higher  ranks  :  Cap- 
tains and  Commodores,  Majors  and  Colonels,  flocked  to 
his  flandard  in  fuch  crowds,  that  had  he  had  a  hundred 
reams  of  paper  in  blank  commiflions,  he  might  have 
filled  them  all  up  in  the  State  of  Carolina.  Whether 
thefe  men  of  high  rank  and  empty  purfes  were  en- 
couraged by  the  confidence  they  had  in  the  power  of 
the  French,  or  by  their  own  inflin&ive  bravery,  I 
know  not ;  but  as  to  the  end  they  had  in  view,  there 
can  be  little  doubt.  For  one  of  them,  who  was  actuated 
by  a  love  of  liberty,  there  were  five  hundred  who 
were  actuated  by  a  love  of  plunder.  Some  of  them 
longed  for  a  dive  into  the  Spanifh  mines,  and,  in  idea, 
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already  heard  the  chinking  of  the  douhloons ;  while 
others  were  eyeing  the  Britifh  merchant-men  with  that 
kind  of  favagc  deiire,  with  which  the  wolf  furveys  a 
herd  of  fat  oxen. 

After  having  remained  at  Charlefton  from  the  9th 
to  the  19th  of  April  1793,  t^ie  Sans-culotte  corps  Di- 
plomatique, marched  off  for  Philadelphia,  where  it  ar- 
rived on  the  9th  of  May. 

I  avoid  mentioning  the  proteflions,  banquets,  &o 
that  attended  the  Citizen  during  his  journey;  nor 
ihould  I  think  it  worth  while  to  give  an  account  of  his 
reception  at  the  capital,  were  I  not  allured  that  the 
civilians  of  the  Rights  of  Man  will  hereafter  quote  it 
as  a  precedent  in  the  laws  of  their  ceremonial. 

The  city  had  been  duly  prepared  for  this  famous 
public  entry  by  paragraphs  in  the  papers,  announcing 
the  Citizen's  arrival  at  the  different  ftages  on  the  road. 
Expeclation  was  kept  on  tip-toe  for  feveral  days.  The 
beft  penmen  among  the  patriots  were  at  work  com- 
pofing  congratulatory  addreffes,  and  their  choiceft 
orators  were  gargling  their  throats  to  pronounce  them. 
r    mi  At  laft,  on  the  happy  16th  of  May,  a  falve  from  the 

iby/idtf.    /7tf3      cannons  of  a  frigate  lying   in  the  port,  gave  notice 

that  the  Citizen  would  foon  be  arrived  a  place  called 
Gray's  Ferry,  about  three  miles  diftant  from  the  ci- 
ty. Thither  all  the  patrioticly  difpofed  went,  to 
meet  him,  and  efcort  him  to  his  dwelling.  In  the 
evening  of  the  fame  day  there  was,  what  was  called, 
a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  when  it  was 
agreed  to  appoint  a  committee  to  draft  an  addrefs  to 
him.  An  addrefs  was  accordingly  prepared,  fubmitted 
to  the  fovereign  citizens,  at  a  fecond  meeting,  highly 
approved  of,  and  another  committee,  coniifting  of 
about  half  a  hundred  perfons,  appointed  to  carry  it 
up — But  I  muft  now  avail  myfelf  of  their  own  account 
of  the  bufinefs,  feeling  a  total  want  of  capacity  to  do 
it  juftice.* 

*  See  the  Gazette  of  Poor  Richard's  Grand-Child,  of  the  20th  of 
May  1793- 
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The  citizens   aflembled  exprefling  a  defire   to    y^cvxJ  civwt. K. 

accompany  their  committee  in  prefenting  the  ad- 
"  drefs  to  the  Citizen  minifter,  two  gentlemen  were 
i(  difpatched  to  know  what  time  it  would  be  conveni- 
**  ent  for  him  to  receive  it,  and  they  returned  in  a 
*/  few  minutes  with  the  following  report :    "  That 

Mr.  Genet  had  expreffed  a  high  fenfe  of  the  com- 
pliment intended  to  be  paid  him  by  the  citizens  of 

Philadelphia  ;  that  he  was  folicitous  to  avoid  giving 

them   the  trouble  of  another  meeting,  and  that  if 

they  would  accept  the  fpontaneous  effuiions  of  his 

heart,  which,  however  deficient  in  point  of  form, 
<(  would  not  be  deficient  in  fincerity,  as  an  anfwer 
"  to  the  addrefs,  he  would  be  happy  to  receive  it 
"  immediately,  leaving  to  the  enfuing  day  the  cere- 

"  mony  of  a  written  reply.'' "  The  cicizens  tef- 

"  tified  their  approbation  of  the  minifler's  propofi- 
"  tion  by  reiterated  flouts  of upplaufe* 
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(<  The  committee,  headed  by  their  chairman,  and 
followed  by  an  immenfe  body  of  citizens,  walking 
three  abreaft,  having  arrived  at  the  City-tavern, 
were  introduced  into  the  prefence,  and  after  the 
acclamations,  as  well  in  the  houfe  as  in  the  Jlreets, 
*  had  ceafed,  the  addrefs  was  delivered,  at  the  clofe 
"  of  which  the  houfe  andjlreets  again  refounded  with 
u  congratulations  and  appLmj 
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"  Citizen  Genet,  evidently  affecJedwith  the  warmth 
"  of  the  public  attachment,  thus  conveyed,  delivered 
*'  an  extemporaneous  reply,  in  terms  which   touched 

V.  the  feelings  of  every  auditor,  &c. It  is  impoffible 

<*  to  defcribe,  with  adequate  energy,  the  fcene  that 
tl  fucceeded.  Shouts  and  falutations  were  not  unat- 
"  tended  with  other  evidences  of  the  effect,  which 
"  this  interefting  interview  had  upon  the  pnjftons  of  the 
"  parties  who  were  engaged  in  it. — From  the  citizens 
11  in  the  room  the  miniiter  turned  his  attention  to  the 
"  citizens  in  the  llreet,  and  addrefTed  them  in  a  few 
"  fliort  but  emphatic  fentences,  from  one  of  the  win- 
('-  dows-" 
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In  this  inftance  we  fee  the  fovereign  people  takino- 
the  liberty  to  aft  for  themfelves,  -while  their  fervants 
the  officers  of  government,  Hand  looking  on.  What 
right,  I  would  he  glad  to  know,  had  the  people  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, even  luppoiing  them  all  aflembled  together 
to  acknowledge  any  man  as  a  public  minifter,  before 
he  had  been  acknowledged  and  received  as  fuch  by  the 
General  Government?  No  wonder  that  this  infolent 
miffionary  mould  conceive,  that  that  government  was 
a  mere  cypher  ;  and  many  of  thofe  who  afterwards 
complained  of  his  appeal  to  the  people,  mould  have 
recollected,  that  they  had  encouraged  him  fo  to  do. 

For  fome  time  after  the  Citizen's  arrival,  there  was 
nothing  but  addrefiing  and  feafting  him.  It  may  not 
be  amifs  to  give  an  account  of  one  of  thefe  treats ;  the 
memory  of  fuch  fcenes  Jhould  be  preferved,  and  often 
brought  into  view. 

"  On  Saturday  lafl:  a  republican  dinner  was  given 
<(  at  Oellers's  hotel,  to  Citizen  Genet,  by  a  refpeftable 
"  number  of  French  and  American  citizens-  After 
*'  dinner  a  number  of  patriotic  toafts  were  drunk,  of 
"  which  the  following  is  a  tranflation : 


tc 


I.  Liberty  and  Equality. 

2-  The  French  Republic. 

3.  The  United  States,  &c.  &c. 


cc 
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After  the  third  toaft,  an  elegant  ode,  fuited  to 
the  occafion,  compofed  by  a  young  Frenchman,  was 
"  read  by  Citizen  Duponceau,    and  univerfally   ap- 
"  plauded.      The  fociety,  on  motion    [to  be  fure,  on 
motion]  ordered  that  Citizen  Freneau  Jhould  be  re- 
J't  "  quelled  to  tranflate  it  into  Englilh  verfe,  and  that 

"  the  original  and  tranflation  mould  be  publilhed. 

"  After  a  fhort  interval,  the  Marfeillois's  Hymn 
Ci  was,  upon  the  requeft  of  the  citizens,  fung  by  Ci- 
■'  tizen  Bournonville ,  with  great  tafte  and  fpirit,  the 
C(  whole  company  joining  in  the  chorus."-— •  I  leave 
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the  reader  to  guefs  at  the  harmony  of  this  chorus,  bel- 
lowed forth  from  the  drunken  lungs  of  about  a  hun- 
dred fellows,  of  a  dozen  different  nations.  Who 
would  have  thought  five  and  thirty  years  ago,  when 
the  inhabitants  of  Pennfylvania  were  petitioning  King 
George  for  protection  againft  the  French  and  their 
allies,  the  fcalping  Indians,  that  in  the  year  J 793, 
the  people  of  Philadelphia  would  carry  their  complai- 
fance  to  a  French  minister  fo  far,  as  to  ape  his  outland- 
ilh  howling  in  the  chorus  of  a  murderer's  long  !  But, 
let  us  proceed  with  the  feaft.  •"  Two  additional 
"  ftanzas  to  the  Marfeillois's  Hymn,  compofed  by  Citi- 
"  zen  Genet,  and  luited  to  the  navy  of  France,  were 
"  then  called  for,  fung,  and  encored." 

"  Before  the  finging  of  the  Hymn,  it  mould  be 
"  mentioned,  that  a  deputation  from  the/allots  of  the 
u  frigate,  L'Ambufcade,  made  their  appearance,  em- 
u  braced,  and  took  their  feats. 

'•'  The  table  was  decorated  with  the  tree  and  cap 
"  of  liberty,  and  with  the  French  and  American 
"  Flags.  The  laft  toaft  being  drunk,  the  cap  of  li- 
iC  berty  was  placed  on  the  head  of  Citizen  Genet, 
u  and  then  it  travelled  from  head  to  head,  round  the 
u  table  f_  juft  as  the  guillotine  has  fince  travelled 
round  France]  each  wearer  enlivening  the  fcene  with 
(t  a  patriotic  fentiment." 

"  Thefe  tokens  of  liberty,  and  of  American  and 
(<  French  fraternity,  were  delivered  to  the  officers 
"  and  mariners  of  the  frigate,  L'Ambufcade,  who 
il  promifed  to  defend  them  till  death." 

Thus  rolled  Genet's  time  away,  in  a  variety  of 
fuch  nonfenfical,  ftupid,  unmeaning,  childifh  enter- 
tainments, as  never  were  heard  or  thought  of,  till 
Frenchmen  took  it  into  their  heads  to  gabble  about 
liberty. 
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On  the  very  day  that  this  liberty-cap  feaft  took 
place,  the  citizen  minifler  was  formally  received,  and 
acknowledged  in  his  diplomatic  capacity,  by  the  Pre- 
fident  of  the  United  States.  There,  indeed,  his  re- 
ception was  not  quite  fo  warm.  He  afterwards  com- 
plained, that  the  firft  object  that  ftruck  his  eye  in 
the  chamber,  was  the  buft  of  Louis  XVI.  I  never 
heard  whether  he  ftarted  back  or  not,  at  the  fight; 
hut  it  is  certain  he  looked  upon  it  as  an  ill  omen.  He 
faw  that  he  had  not  to  do  with  a  man,  whofe  friend- 
fliip  fhifted  with  the  changes  of  fortune.  He  faw 
that  the  Prefident  had  not  been  deceived  by  the  ca- 
lumnies heaped  on  the  unfortunate  king;  and  that, 
though  the  welfare  of  his  country  induced  him  to 
receive  an  envoy  from  his  murderers,  he  was  far  from 
approving  of  their  deeds. 

This  filent  reproof,  which  muft,  however,  be  at- 
tributed to  mere  accident,  flung  the  infolent  Genet 
to  the  foul-  His  refenting  it  is  a  ftriking  inftance  of 
that  overbearing  fpirit  which  the  rulers  of  the  de- 
luded French  have  ever  difcovered.  Becaufe  they 
had  killed  their  king,  hurled  down  the  ftatues  of  his 
anceflors,  and  dug  their  rotten  bones  from  the  tomb, 
they  had  the  prefumption  to  think,  that  the  go- 
vernors of  other  nations  ought  to  follow  the  favage 
example. 

But,  a  cold  reception  was  not  the  rub  that  Genet 
moft  complained  of.  The  Federal  Government,  in- 
formed of  his  bold  beginnings  at  Charlefton,  made 
no  doubt  that  his  inftructions  went  to  the  engaging  it 
in  the  war.  Indeed  thefe  inftructions  were  made 
known  from  the  moment  of  his  landing  ;  and  it  can- 
not be  doubted  but  this  had  influence  on  the  conduct 
of  the  government  ;  for  an  article  appeared  in  the 
Charlefton  papers,  the  day  after,  fpecifying  that  a 
report  had  gained  ground,  that  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment mujl  take  a  part  in  the  war;  and  this  arti- 
cle made  its  appearance  at  Philadelphia,  ou  the  very 
day  that  the  Prefident's  proclamation,  declaring  it  the 
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refolution  of  the  United  dates  to  remain  neuter,  was 
firft  promulgated. 

This  wife  and  determined  ftep  Genet's  mafters 
had  not  forefeen ;  or,  if  they  did  forefee  it,  they 
were  not  aware  that  it  would  be  taken,  before  their 
miflionary  could  find  time  to  make  his  warlike  pro- 
pofals.  This  was  a  moft  cruel  difappointment  to  the 
Citizen,  and  completely  baffled  all  his  projects.  In 
vain  did  he  endeavour  to  draw  the  old  General  from 
his  ground,  neither  promifes  nor  threats  had  any 
effect  on  him,  and  Genet  foon  found,  that  he  had  no 
hope  but  in  roufing  the  people  to  oppofe  their  go- 
vernment. 

A  man  of  more  penetration  than  Genet  might 
have  conceived  fuch  a  project  feaiible,  from  the  vio- 
lent partiality  that  every  where  appeared  towards  the 
French,  from  the  little  refpecl:  teftified  for  the  opi- 
nion of  the  government,  and  particularly  from  the 
freedom,  not  to  fay  audacity,  with  which  its  con- 
duct, in  ifluing  the  proclamation  of  neutrality,  was 
arraigned.  Befides,  the  Anti-federal  faction  began 
to  appear  with  more  boldnefs  than  ever.  Genet  was 
continually  furrounded  with  them  ;  and,  as  they  figh- 
ed  for  nothing  fo  much  as  for  war,  they  ftrengthen- 
ed  him  in  the  opinion,  that  the  people  would  ulti- 
mately decide  in  his  favour. 

But,  there  wanted  fomething  like  a  regular  plan 
to  unite  their  forces,  and  bring  them  to  act  in  con- 
cert- A  dinner  here  and  a  fupper  there,  were  no- 
thing at  all.  The  drunkards  went  home,  fnorted 
themfelves  fober,  and  returned  to  their  employments. 
It  was  not  as  in  France,  where  a  fingle  tap  upon  a 
drum  head,  would  aflemble  canaille  enough  to  over- 
turn forty  Federal  Governments  in  the  Jpace  of  half 
a  night.  In  America  there  exifted  all  the  materials 
for  a  revolution,  but  they  were  fcattered  here  and 
there ;  affiliated  dubs  were  wanting  to  render  them 
compact,  and  manageable,  asoccalion  might  demand. 
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Genet  did  not  judge  it  prudent  to  give  to  the 
American  Jacobins  the  fame  name,  that  had  been  af- 
fumed  by  thofe  in  France  :  that  would  have  been  too 
glaring  an  imitation.  Democratic  was  thought  lefs 
offensive,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  was  well  adapted 
to  a  fociety  of  men,  who  were  about  to  fet  them- 
felves  up  for  the  watch-dogs  of  a  government,  which 
they  pretended  was  already  become  too  ariftocratic, 
and  was  daily  growing  more  fo  ;  but  that  a  Demo- 
crat was  but  another  name  for  a  Jacobin  no  one 
had  the  folly  to  deny,  when,  afterwards,  fome  of 
thefe  very  clubs  were  known  to  fend  petitions  for 
having  their  names  entered  on  the  regifters  of  the 
Jacobin  club  at  Paris. 

The  Mother  Club,  in  America,  met  at  Philadel- 
phia  on  the  3d  of  July,  1793,  about  fix  or  feven 
»v«*  weeks  after  Genet's  arrival  in  the  city,  during  which 
fpace,  it  is  well  afcertained,  more  than  twenty  thoufand 
Louis  d'ors  had  been  diftributed. 

As  it  is  here,  properly  fpeaking,  that  the  Hiftory  of 
the  American  Jacobins,  or  Democrats,  begins,  it  feems 
neceffary  to  give  fome  account  of  their  conftitution, 
as  they  termed  it.  This  anarchical  acl  fets  out  with 
a  preamble  containing  the  principles  under  which  the 
members  had  united,  and  it  then  proceeds  to  the  rules 
and  regulations  for  tranfa&ing  the  bufinefs  of  the  in- 
stitution- 

"  ART.  I. 

/       it^fjjJj^Vl  "  The  Society  fhall  be  co-extenfive  with  the  State ; 

[/V?1"  *'.  but,  for  the   conveniency  of  the  members,   there 

"  iliall  be  a  feparate  meeting  in    the  city   of    Phi- 

"  ladelphia,    and   one  in    each  county,     which  iliall 

tc  chooie  to  adopt  this  Conftitution.     A  member  ad- 

"  mitted  in  the  city,  or  in  any  county,  fhall  of  courfe 

"  be  a  member  of  the  Society  at  large  ;   and  may  at- 

"  tend  any  of  the  meetings,  wherever  held.'' 
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«  ART.  II. 

**  A  meeting  of  the  Society  fhall  be  held  in  the  city 
"  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  firfl  Thurfday  in  every 
"  month,  and  in  the  refpeclive  counties  as  often,  and 
"  at  fuch  times  as  they  mall  by  their  own  rules  deter- 
"  mine.  But  the  Prefident  of  each  refpeclive  meet- 
"  ing  may  convene  the  members  on  any  fpccial  occajion* 

"  ART.  III. 
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ft  The  election  of  new  members,  aiyi  of  the  officers 
of  the  fociety,  mall  be  by  ballot,  and  by  a  majority 
of  the  votes  of  the  members  prefent.  The  names  of 
the  members  propofing  any  candidate  for  admiffion 
fhall  be  entered  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpofe. 
Every  member  on  his  admiffion  fhall  fubfcribe  this 
Conflitution,  and  pay  the  fum  of  half  a  dollar  to 
the  treafurer  for  the  ufe  of  the  Society." 

"  ART.  IV. 

"  The  officers  of  the  meeting  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia fhall  confifr,  of  a  Prejident,  two  vice  Preji- 
"  dents,  two  Secretaries,'  one  Treafurer,  and  one 
"  correfponding  committee  of  five  members ;  and  the 
"  meetings  of  the  refpeclive  counties  fhall  choofe  a 
"  Prefident  and  iuch  other  officers  as  they  think 
"  proper-" 

"  ART.  V. 

"  It  fliall  be  the  duty  of  the  correfponding  com- 
•'  mittee,  to  correfpond  with  the  various  meetings  of 
"  the  Society,  and  with  all  other  Societies,  that  may  he 
"  eflahlifhed  on  fimilar  principles,  in  any  other  of  the 
"  United  States.'' 

«  ART.  VI. 

l(  It  fliall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretaries  to  keep  mi- 
"  nutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  feveral  meetings ; 

C 
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"  and  of  the  treafurer  to  receive  and  account  for  all 
"  monies  to  them  refpeftively  paid." 

Now,  what  was  the  object  of  all  this  balloting  and 
correfponding  and  meeting  ?  This  we  are  to  look  for, 
they  tell  us,  in  their  firft  circular  letter  :  here  it  is 
then. 

"  Fellow  Citizen, 

"  We  have  the  pleafure  to  communicate  to  you  a 
il  copy  of  the  conftitution  of  the  Democratic  Society, 
iC  in  hopes  that  after  a  candid  confideration  of  its 
"  principles,  and  objects,  you  may  be  induced  to  pro- 
ee  mote  its  adoption,  in  the  county ^of  which  you  are 
-'"  an  inhabitant. 


"  Every  mind,  capable  of  reflection,  muft  per- 
ceive, that  the  prefent  criiis  in  the  politics  of  nati- 
ons is  peculiarly  interefting  to  America.  The  Eu- 
"  ropean  Confederacy,  tranfcendent  in  power,  and 
'*  unparalleled  in  iniquity,  menaces  the  very  exiftence 
<l  of  freedom.  Already  its  baneful  operation  may  be 
"  traced  in  the  tyrannical  deftru&ion  of  the  Conftitu- 
<l  tion  of  Poland  :  and  mould  the  glorious  efforts  of 
ie  France  be  eventually  defeated,  we  have  reafon  to 
prefume,  that,  for  the  confummation  of  monarchical 
ambition,  and  the  fecurity  of  its  eftablimments,  this 
country,  the  only  remaining  depofitory  of  liberty, 
will  not  long  be  permitted  to  enjoy  in  peace,  the 
honours  of  an  independent,  and  the  happinefs  of  a 
republican  government. 
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"  Nor  are  the  dangers  arifingfrom  a  foreign  fource, 
ii  the  only  caufes,  at  this  time,  of  apprehenfion  and 
M  folicitude.  The  feeds  of  luxury  appear  to  have  taken 
"  root  in  our  domeilic  foil  :  and  the  jealous  eye  of  pa- 
"  triotifm  already  regards  the  fpirit  of  freedom  and 
"  equality,  as  eclipfed  by  the  pride  of  wealth  and  the 
ei  arrogance  oj  poxver» 
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"  This  general  view  of  our  fituation  has  led  to  the 
"  inftitution  of  the  Democratic  Society-  A  conftant 
"  circulation  of  ufeful  information,  and  a  liberal  com- 
11  munication  of  republican  fentiments,  were  thought 
"  to  be  the  beft  antidotes  to  any  political  poii'on,  with 
"  which  the  vital  principles  of  civil  liberty  might  be 
"  attacked  :  for  by  fuch  means,  a  fraternal  confidence 
"  will  be  eftabliihed  among  the  citizens  ;  every  fymp- 
li  torn  of  innovation  will  be  ftudioudy  marked  ;  and 
"  a  ftandard  will  be  erected,  to  which,  in  danger 
"  and  diftrefs,  the  friends  of  liberty  may  fuccefsfully 
"  refort. 

"  To  obtain  thefe  objects,  then,  and  to  cultivate 
"  on  all  occafions,  the  love  of  peace,  order,  and  har- 
mony ;  an  attachment  to  the  constitution,  and  a 
refpect  to  the  laws  of  our  country,  will  be  the  aim 
u  of  the  Democratic  Society,  &o" 

Never  did  a  piece  of  political  hypocrify  come  forth 
to  public  view  under  fuch  a  fiimfy  difguife  as  this  cir- 
cular letter-  People  ftared  to  fee  that  there  were  men 
amongft  them  poflefled  of  impudence  enough,  thus  to 
invite  them  to  revolt  againft  the  constitution,  under 
the  pretext  of  preferving  it  in  its  purity.  The  Ame- 
ricans can  fwallow  a  pretty  comfortable  dofe  of  any 
thing  that  is  ftrongly  feafoned  with  liberty  and  equality, 
but  there  were  few,  above  the  mere  vulgar,  whofe 
itomachs  did  not  turn  at  this. 

How  democratic  focieties  were  to  protect  the  coun- 
try againft  the  monarchs  of  Europe  feemed  a  my- 
ftery.  What  ftandard  were  they  to  raife  for  the 
people  to  find  fhelter  under,  in  the  hour  of  danger 
and  diftrefs?  Nothing  is  clearer,  than  that  the  com- 
bination was  intended  to  operate  againft  the  General 
Government,  and  againft  that  alone.  They  fet  out 
with  talking  about  the  dangers  to  be  apprehended  from 
foreign  powers,  but  they  foon  come  to  the  point  ;  the 
fpirit  of  freedom  and  equality,  they  fay,  is  eclipfed  by 
the  pride  of  wealth  and   arrogance  of  power-      It  is 
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to  combat  thefe,  that  they  invoke  the  aid  of  their  fel- 
low citizens. 

Indeed  a  political  club,  if  it  is  not  intended  to 
fixengthen  the  government,  muft  be  intended  to  aft 
againft  it.  The  very  foundation  of  fuch  a  club  muft 
imply  a  fyftematic  oppofition  to  the  lawful  rules  of  the 
land  •,  it  is  an  aft  of  rebellion,  unpunifhable  by  law 
'tis  true,  but  which  will  ever  be  punifhed  by  the  ab- 
horrence of  all  peaceable  and  honeft  men. 

No  one  can  read  the  concluding  paragraph  of  this 
letter,  without  calling  to  mind  the  profeflions  of  the 
French  and  Englilh  Jacobins  :  the  former  united 
themfelves  under  the  name  of,  "  Les  Arms  de  la  Con- 
"  ftitution"  (the  friends  of  the  Conftitution),  and  the 
latter,  under  that  of,  "  The  Conjiitutional  Society." 
What  fort  of  friends  to  the  Conftitution  (of  1791) 
the  Jacobins  of  Paris  were,  their  fubfequent  conduct, 
and  the  fate  of  that  Conftitution,  have  fully  proved  ; 
and  it  would  be  finning  againft  conviction  to  fuppole, 
that  thofe  of  England  and  America  exceeded  them  in 
fmcerity.  The  patriots,  or  reformers  (call  them  which 
you  pleafe)  who  emigrate  from  England,  throw  off 
the  difguife  as  foon  as  their  feet  touch  the  more. 
They  tell  you,  that  their  intention  was  to  deftroy 
"  the  old  rotten  conftitution  of  Britain,"  from  which 
they  took  their  name  ;  and  there  is  not  the  leaft 
doubt,  but  the  Democrats  would  be  as  candid  with 
refpect  to  the  American  conftitution,  were  they  landed 
in  France. 

As  to  thofe  who  placed  themfelves  at  the  head  of 
the  Democrats,  fpeaking  of  them  generally,  they 
were  very  little  efteemed,  either  as  private  or  public 
characters.  Few  of  them  were  men  of  property,  and 
fuch  as  were,  owed  their  pofTefTions  to  fome  cafual 
circumftance,  rather  than  to  family,  induftry,  or  ta- 
lents. The  bulk  of  political  reformers  is  always  com- 
posed of  needy,  difcontented  men,  too  indolent  or 
impatient  to  advance  themfelves  by  fair  and   honeft 
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means,  and  too  ambitious  to  remain  quiet  in  obfcurity. 
Such,  with  very  few  exceptions,  are  thofe  who  have 
appeared  among  the  leaders  of  the  American  Jacobins.* 

The  effects  of  the  inftitution  foon  became  apparent 
from  one  end  of  the  United  States  to  the  other.  The 
blaze  did  not,  indeed,  communicate  itfelf  with  fuch 
rapidity  as  it  had  done  in  France,  nor  did  it  rage  with 
fo  much  fury  when  it  had  caught ;  but  this  muft  be 
afcribed  to  the  nature  of  the  materials,  and  not  to 
any  want  of  art  or  malice  on  the  part  of  the  incen- 
diaries. The  Americans  are  phlegmatic,  flow  to  aci  ; 
extremely  cautious  and  difficult  to  be  deceived.  How- 
ever, fuch  was  the  indefatigablenefs  of  the  Democra- 
tic Clubs,  that  I  venture  to  fay,  without  running  the 
rifle  of  contradiction,  that  more  enmity  to  the  Gene- 
ral Government  was  excited  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months, 
by  the  barefaced  correfpondencies  and  refolves  of  thefe 
clubs,  than  was  excited  againft  the  colonial  govern- 
ment at  the  time  of  the  declaration  of  Independence. 

The  leading  objeel:  was  to  ftimulate  the  people  to  a 
clofe  imitation  of  the  French  Revolutionifts,  who  had 
juft  then  begun  the  career  of  pure  unadulterated  fans- 
culottifm.  Every  aft  or  expreffion  that  bore  the 
marks  of  politenefs  or  gentility  foon  began  to  be  look- 


*  The  Officers,  as  they  were  called,  of  the  Mother  Club,  and 
who  muft  ever  be  looked  upon  (under  Genet)  as  the  chief  inftru- 
ments  in  founding  the  feet,  were  : 

David  Rittenhouse,   Prefident. 

William  Coats,  ?    „•      n    r , 
/-„      .„     t,  r    Vtce-Prehdents. 

Charles  Biddle,  3  J 

James  Hutchinson,     -. 

Alexander  J.  Dallas,  f 

Michael  Lei3,  \    Committee  of  Corrcfponder.ee. 

Jonathan  Sergeant,    I 

David  Jackson,  J 

Israel  Israel,  Treafurer. 

J.  Porter,  ?    „       . 

„    e    i-»  r    Secretaries. 

P.  S.  Du ponceau,  5 

Thefe  names  mould  never  be  forgotten. 
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ed  upon,  to  ufe  their  own  words,  as  a  fort  of  lezc 
repiiblicanlfnu  All  the  new  fangled  terms  of  the  re- 
generated French  were  introduced  and  made  ufe  of. 
The  word  citizen,  that  ftalking  horfe  of  modern  li- 
berty-men, became  almoft  as  common  in  America  as 
in  France.  People,  even  people  of  fenfe,  began  to 
accuftom  themfelves  to  be-citizen  each  other  in  as 
fhameful  a  manner  as  the  red-headed  ruffians  of  the 
Fauxbourg  St-  Antoine. 

The  news-printers  were  in  fome  fort  the  teachers 
of  this  new  cant ;  and  it  was  diverting  enough  fome- 
times  to  obferve  their  embarraffment  in  rendering  the 
French  political  jargon  into  Englilh.  One  of  them 
having  a  wedding  to  announce,  found  himfelf  at  a 
Hand  when  he  came  to  the  word  citoyenne-  Our  good 
anceftorshad  net  forefeen  thefe  days  of  equality,  and 
had  therefore  never  thought  of  a  termination  to  ex- 
prefs  the  femi?iine  of  a  free-man>  To  fay  that  citizen 
A.  was  married  to  citizen  B.  would  have  had  a  brutal 
found,  even  in  the  ears  of  a  Jacobin,  and  therefore 
the  ingenious  news-man  invented  a  termination,  and 

his  paragraph  ran  thus  :  "  On Citizen 

"  was  married  to  Citefs by  Citizen .''* 

The  citizens  of  France  had  juft  given  fignal  proof 
of  their  patriotic  valour,  in  making  war  upon  the  old 
bufts  and  ftatues  of  their  kings  and  nobles,  and  thofe 
of  America  were  determined  not  to  be  behind  hapd 
with  them,  as  far  as  lay  in  their  power.  Lord  Chat- 
ham's ftatue,  erected  by  the  people  of  Charlefton, 
South  Carolina,  as  a  mark  of  their  efteem  for  the 
part  he  took  in  pleading  the  caufe  of  America,  was 
drawn  up  into  the  air,  by  means  of  a  jack  and  pnllies, 
and  abfolutely  hanged,  ,.ot  till  it  was  dead,  but  till 
the  head  feparated  from  the  body.  The  ftatue  of 
Lord  Bettertout,  a  piece  of  exquifite  workmanfhip, 
which  flood  in  the  town  houfe  of  Williamfburgh  in 
Virginia,  was  beheaded  by  the  ftudents  of  that  place, 

*  This  article  is  to  be  found  in  the  Federal  Gazette,  for  the  year  1 793. 
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and  every  mark  of  indignity,  fuch  as  ignoble  minds 
can  mow,  was  heaped  on  the  refemblance  of  a  man, 
to  whom  the  fathers  of  thefe  ftudents  had  yielded  all 
poffible  teftimony  of  love  and  efteem. 

The  rage  for  re-baptifm,  as  the  French  call  it,  alfo 
fpread  very  far.  An  alley  at  Boflon,  called  Royal  Ex- 
change Alley,  and  the  flump  of  a  tree,  in  the  fame 
town,  which  had  borne  the  name  of  Royal,  were  re- 
baptized  with  a  vafl  deal  of  formality  :  the  former  was 
called  Equality  Lane,  and  the  latter  Liberty  Stump.  At 
New  York  the  names  of  feveral  flreets  and  places  were 
changed  j  Queen  Street  became  Pearl  Street,  and  King 
Street,  Liberty  Street. 

Thofe  who  were  unacquainted  with  the  influence 
of  the  Democratic  Clubs,  were  aftonifhed  at  thefe 
marks  of  political  infanity.  Indeed,  the  follies  of  the 
French  feemed  to  be  wafted  over  the  inftantthey  had 
birth,  and  the  different  diftricts  feemed  to  vie  with 
each  other  in  adopting  them.  The  delirium  feized 
even  the  women  and  children  ;  the  former  began  to 
talk  about  liberty  and  equality  in  a  good  malculine 
ftyle  :  I  have  heard  more  than  one  young  woman,  un- 
der the  age  of  twenty,  declare  that  they  would  wil- 
lingly have  dipped  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  the 
Oueen  of  France.  A  third  part  of  the  children,  at 
leaft,  were  decorated,  like  their  wife  fires,  in  trico- 
lored  cockades.  "  Danfons  la  Carmagnole ,"  pro- 
nounced in  a  broken  accent,  was  echoed  through  every 
ftreet  and  every  alley  of  Philadelphia,  by  both  boys 
and  girls.  Some  ingenious  democratic  poet  had  com- 
pofed  the  following  lines  : 

"  Englillnnan  no  bon  for  me, 
"  Frenchman  fight  for  liberty." 

This  diftich,  which  at  once  (hows  the  prevailing  fen- 
timents-,  and  exhibits  an  inftance  of  that  kind  of  jar- 
gon which  was  become  fafhionable,  was  chanted  about 
by  young  and  old.  Poor  devils !  thought  I  when  I 
ufed  to  hear  them,  little  do  you  know  about  liberty. 
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Noi*  were  marks  of  ferocity  wanting.  At  a  dinner 
at  Philadelphia  (at  which  a  man  high  in  office  was  pre- 
fent)  a  roaftedpg  became  the  reprefentative  of  Louis 
XVI.  and  it  being  the  anniverfary  of  his  murder,  the 
pig's  head  was  fevered  from  his  body,  then  carried 
round  to  each  of  the  convives,  who,  after  placing  the 
liberty-cap  upon  his  own  head,  pronounced  the  word 
tyrant,  and  gave  the  poor  little  grunter's  head  a  chop 
with  his  knife. 

Never  was  the  memory  of  any  man  fo  cruelly  m- 
fulted  as  that  of  this  mild  and  humane  monarch.  He 
was  guillotined  in  effigy,  in  the  capital  of  the  union, 
twenty  or  thirty  times  every  day,  during  one  whole 
winter,  and  part  of  the  fummer.  Men,  women,  and 
children,  flocked  to  this  tragical  exhibition,  and  not  a 
fingle  paragraph  appeared  in  the  papers  to  mame  them 
from  it — Much  has  been  faid  about  the  cruelty  ofEn- 
glifi  /ports,  and  the  humane  French  have  now-and- 
then  lligmatized  them  as  barbarians,  for  the  delight 
they  take  in  feeing  a  pair  of  courageous  animals  fpur 
each  other  to  death;  nay,  the  charge  has  been  often 
repeated  by  Americans,  and  I  muft  confefs,  that  no- 
thing can  be  faid  in  its  defence  ;  but  I  defy  both 
French  and  Americans  to  bring  me  an  inftance  of  cru- 
elty from  the  Englifh  fports,  that  will  bear  a  compan- 
ion with  the  exhibition  above  mentioned. 

One  cannot  think  of  this  exhibition  without  reflect- 
ing on  the  honours  that  Louis  formerly  received  on 
the  fame  fpot.  On  the  triumphal  arch  that  was  erecT- 
ed  at  Philadelphia,  in  1783,  was  a  buft  of  Louis  XVI. 
with  this  motto  : 

Merendo  Memores  Facit. 
His  Merit  makes  us  remember  him- 

On  another  part  of  the  arch  were  the  Three  Lillies, 
the  arms  of  France,  with  this  motto  : 

Gloriam   superant. 
They  exceed  in  Glory- 
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When  a  reprefentation  of  this  Triumphal  Arch 
wasfentto  the  King  of  France,  what  would  he  have 
done  to  one  of  his  courtiers,  who  fhould  have  faid  to 
him  :  "  Sire,  be  not  too  vain  ;  depend  not  too  much 
"  on  the  fincerity  of  the  Americans ;  for,  ten  years 
11  from  this  day,  they  will  lliake  hands  with  your  mur- 
"  derers,  and  on  the  very  fpot  where  this  arch  was 
"  erected,  they  will  murder  you  in  effigy  ;  and  thefe 
"  Lillies,  now  furpafling  in  glory,  will  they  trample 
"  under  foot.'' 

It  is  juft,  however,  to  obferve,  that  a  very  great 
majority  of  the  people  of  America,  abhorred  thefe  de- 
monftrations  of  a  fanguinary  fpirit ;  nor  would  it  be 
going  too  far  to  affert,  that  two-thirds  of  the  Demo- 
crats were  foreigners,  landed  in  the  United  States 
fmce  the  war.  The  charge  that  attaches  to  the  peo- 
ple in  general,  is,  that  thefe  things  were  fuffered  to 
pafs  unreproved.  The  friends  of  order  and  of  huma- 
nity were  dilatory  ;  like  perfons  of  the  Tame  defcrip- 
tion  in  France,  they  feemed  to  be  waiting,  till  the  fons 
of  equality  came  to  cut  their  throats  ;  and  if  they 
have  finally  efcaped,  it  is  to  be  afcribed  to  mere  chance, 
or  to  any  thing,  rather  than  to  their  own  exertions. 

While  the  Democratic  Societies  were  thuspoifoning 
the  minds  of  the  people,  familiarizing  them  to  infur- 
redVion  and  blood,  Genet  was  not  idle.  He  had  fur- 
rounded  himfelf  with  a  troop  of  horfe,  enlifted  and 
embodied  in  Philadelphia.  Thefe  were,  in  general, 
Frenchmen,  and  no  one  can  doubt  but  they  were  in- 
tended to  aft,  either  on  the  offensive  or  defenfive,  as 
occafion  might  require.  This  force  rendered  his  ad- 
herents bold  ;  they  threw  off  all  referve,  and  ilfued 
their  invitations  to  rebellion  with  an  unfparing  hand. 
The  clubs  at  a  diftance  followed  the  example,  and,  in 
fome  inftances,  improved  upon  it. 

As  the  Democrats  increafed  in  ftrength  and  impu- 
dence, other  men  grew  timid.  No  one  ventured  to 
whifper    his   difapprobation   of   the   conduct  of   the 

D 
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French  ;  every  one,  even  of  their  mod  favage  acts, 
was  applauded  :  robbery  and  murder  were  called  na- 
tional jujTice  in  America  as  well  as  in  France.  The 
people,  properly  fo  called,  were  fairly  cowed  down, 
and  things  feemed  as  ripe  for  a  revolution  here,  as 
they  were  in  France,  in  the  month  of  July,   179c 

The  country  was  faved  from  this  dreadful  fconrge 
by  the  hafty  indifcretion  of  the  Citizen  Minifter.  The 
]io.ht-headed  Frenchman  was  intoxicated  with  his  fuc- 
cefs,  and  conceived  that  the  moment  was  arrived  for 
him  to  let  the  government  at  defiance,  and  call  on  the 
people  for  fupport.  But  no  fooner  had  he  expreffed 
his  intention  of  "  appealing  from  the  Prefident  to  the 
"  fovereign  people,"  than  he  found  he  had  been  too 
fanguine.  He  found  that  the  people  of  America  were 
yet  more  attached  to  General  Wafhington  than  to  the 
French  Minifter  or  the  French  nation.  Their  love 
and  veneration  for  their  old  and  tried  friend  feemed  to 
be  revived  by  this  infult  ;  and  though  the  Democratic 
Clubs  defended  the  conduct  of  their  founder,  they 
found  themfelves  too  weak  to  take  any  decided  ftep  in 
his  favour. 

When  Genet  difcovered  that  he  had  been  too  ram, 
he  ftrove  to  recover  himfelf  by  denying  that  he  had 
threatened  the  government  with  an  appeal  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  his  friend  Dallas,  who,  as  Secretary  of  the 
State  of  Pennfylvania,  had  been  the  bearer  of  the 
threat,  was  prevailed  on  to  deny  that  it  was  made- 
Dallas  publifhed  an  explanation  of  his  contradictory 
account  of  the  matter,  endeavouring  to  exculpate  both 
the  Frenchman  and  himfelf;  but  this  explanation  had 
no  other  effect  than  that  which  a  lie  added  to  an  offence 
never  fails  to  produce. 

From  this  time  forward  the  clubs  were  a  little  more 
cautious  in  their  refolves.  When  they  met  it  was  by 
night,  and  under  lock  and  key.  Genet  became  timid, 
attempted  to  juftify  himfelf,  and  feemed  to  tremble 
for  his  fate.    He  faw  that  his  refources  decreafed,  and 
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that  the  remainder  would  be  wanted  for  other  pur- 
pofes  than  that  of  nourifhing  a  neft  of  hungry  Demo- 
crats. The  vital  principle  being  extinct,  the  body  be- 
gan to  dwindle  :  the  old  leaders  ikulked  oil"  one  by 
one,  and  at  laft  none  remained  but  the  mere  tools. 

-  Among  thefe  were  the  Democrats  from  England,  a 
fet  of  mortals  whofe  ftupidity  is  equalled  by  their  ob- 
ftinacy,  and  by  that  alone.  They,  poor  devils,  who 
had  never  been  fufFered  even  to  i'mell  the  loaves  and 
fiflies,  perfevered  with  as  good  heart  as  ever,  after 
the  feaft  was  all  over ;  and  wondered  why  others 
abated  in  their  zeal.  Englishmen  are  faid  to  be 
changeable  and  fickle  minded  ;  but  when  foreigners 
lay  this  to  our  charge,  they  mould  make  an  exception 
of  one  cafe,  and  that  is,  when  ive  are  in  the  wrong. 
No  men  on  earth  abandon  their  errors  with  fo  much 
reluctance  as  the  inhabitants  on  the  fouth  of  the 
Tweed. 

One  Pearce,  who  had  had  the  honour  to  be  a  dele- 
gate to  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  and  who,  on 
that  account,  was  admitted  a  member  of  the  Jacobin 
club  of  Philadelphia,  propofed  a  negro  man  as  worthy 
of  a  feat-  Pearce  was  a  philanthropic,  a  true  equa- 
lity man,  a  difciple  of  Winchefter-  He  was  filly 
enough  to  fuppofe  that  the  Democrats  were  really 
what  they  profefTed  to  be,  and  therefore  he  forefaw 
no  kind  of  oppofition  to  the  introduction  of  his  char- 
coal-faced friend,  and  having  an  extraordinary  degree 
of  zeal  for  the  increafe  of  the  fociety,  took  the  earlieft 
opportunity  to  propofe  him.  The  club  being  met  and 
the  doors  locked,  he  rofe  in  all  the  pride  of  confeious 
lansculottifm,  and  propofed  brother  Pompey  as  a 
member  ;  but  he  foon  found  that  the  American  Demo- 
crats did  not  carry  their  ideas  of  equality  quite  fo  far 
as  he  did-  "  No,  no,  no,"  refounded  from  every 
quarter,  and  when  the  votes  came  to  be  taken,  there 
appeared  but  two  or  three,  out  of  about  fifty,  in  fa- 
vour of   the   admillion  ;    and  thus  Pompey,     whom 

Pearce  defcribes  as  a  d d  honcfc  fellow,  efcaped 

inevitable  corruption  and  dif grace • 
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Thisrefufal,  however,  loft  them  the  Delegate  :  he 
told  them,  that  he  had  joined  the  club  in  the  perfua- 
fion  that  it  was  compofed  of  pure  Democrats,  and  that 
his  confcience  would  not  permit  him  to  remain  among 
them  a  moment,  after  what  he  had  been  a  witnefs  of 
that  night. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  clubs  was  reduced  to  trifling 
difcuilions  of  this  fort,  when  the  recall  of  Genet  feem- 
ed  to  forebode  their  total  extinction.  Genet's  info- 
lence  had  produced  a  complaint  on  the  part  of  the 
American  Government,  and  this  complaint  had  pro- 
duced his  recal.  The  corner  ftone  of  the  Jacobin  af- 
filiation being  removed,  every  one  expected  the  fu- 
perftructure  to  fall  to  the  ground  ;  how  deceitful  ap- 
pearances were  we  mall  fee  by-and-by,  after  having 
made  a  remark  or  two  on  this  act  of  "  friendly  con- 
"  defcenfion,"  as  it  has  been  termed,  of  the  French 
ufurpers. 

Firft,  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  at  the  time  the 
complaint  was  made,  the  faction,  by  whom  Genet  had 
been  fent  out,  were  hurled  from  their  thrones,  and  ano- 
ther had  got  pofleffion  of  them.  Robefpierre  and  Ma- 
rat were  glad  of  having  an  opportunity  to  accufe  their 
rivals  of  having  offended  the  American  Government, 
and  to  take  to  themfelves  the  credit  of  healing  the 
wound.  Difplacing  Genet  inftantly,  upon  application, 
was  a  ftep,  too,  which  they  knew  would  render  them 
popular  in  America,  and  filence  thofe  who  began  to 
arraign  the  conduct  of  the  Convention.  Thus,  by  the 
means  of  this  tl  condefcenfion,"  they  fecured  to  them- 
felves three  advantages  :  it  furnifhed  them  with  one 
more  crime  to  heap  on  the  heads  of  their  rival  faction  ; 
they  completely  fupplanted  that  faction  in  the  partiality 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  and,  which  was 
of  flill  greater  importance,  they  purfued  the  fame 
treacherous  manoeuvres,  without  being  fufpected. 
Thefe  were  the  motives  of  this  act  of  "  friendly  con- 
'*  defcenfion." 
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That  they  did  not,  in  their  hearts,  difapprove  of 
the  proceedings  of  Genet,  is  clear  from  their  fufFering 
him  to  remain  in  the  United  States.  When  did  they 
forgive  thofe  who  offended  them?  Had  they  demanded 
him,  the  government  muft,  and,  they  knew,  would, 
have  given  him  up  ;  but  no  fuch  demand  was  ever 
made,  and  this  circumftance  alone  fufficiently  proves, 
that,  had  he  fucceeded,  a  civic  crown  would  have  been 
the  mede  of  his  machinations. 

■ 

Fauchet,  the  fucceflbr  of  Genet,  trod  exactly  in  his 
fteps,  but  with  a  little  more  caution.  The  Democra- 
tic Clubs  made  not  the  leaft  helitation  in  transferring 
their  obedience  from  one  minifter  to  the  other.  In- 
deed, all  the  difciples  of  the  new-light  philofophy  are 
made  of  the  fame  commodious  kind  of  {tuff.  All  that 
they  do  is,  to  afk  who  directs  the  ftorm  of  anarchy, 
and  they  inftantly  become  his  ardent  admirers,  if  not 
his  tools.  In  this  refpecl:  no  fet  of  beings,  I  cannot 
call  them  men,  ever  approached  fonear  to  the  herd  of 
Paris,  as  did  the  Democrats  of  America.  One  day 
faw  the  fattion  of  BrifTot  exalted  to  the  fkies,  and  the 
very  next,  faw  the  fame  compliments,  the  very  fame 
turgid  effufions  of  patriotic  admiration,  heaped  on  their 
murderers.  From  the  firft  affembling  of  the  States 
General  to  this  very  hour,  every  leader,  while  he 
continued  fuch,  has  been  the  god  of  thofe  wretches 
who  now-a-days  ftyle  themfelves  patriots-  I  have  now 
a  bundle  of  gazettes  before  me,  publifhed  all  by  the  fame 
man,  wherein  Mirabeau,  Fayette,  BrifTot,  Danton,  and 
Robefpierre,  are  all  panegyrized  and  execrated  in  due 
fucceffion  ;  nor  do  I  yet  defpair  of  living  to  fee  Talien 
and  Louvet  added  to  the  lift.  The  verfatile  mob  of 
Paris,  who  firft  canonized  Mirabeau  and  Voltaire, 
and  afterwards  fcattered  their  remains  to  the  winds; 
and  who,  after  having  given  Marat's  ugly  carcafs  a 
place  in  their  temple  of  fame,  and  his  name  to  a  city, 
dug  him  up,  put  his  allies  into  a  chamber-pot,  by  way 
of  urn,  and  then  threw  them  into  the  common  fewer ; 
this  verfatile,  ftupid  and  venal  mob,  does  not  furpafs 
in  either  quality,  the  Democratic  news-printers  in  the 
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United  States  of  America ;  and  forry  am  I  to  fay,  that 
they  are  not  few  in  number.* 

A  circumftance  that  ftrongly  feconded  the  endea- 
vours of  Fanchet  and  the  Clubs,  was,  the  dil'contents 
that  exifted  among  the  people  of  the  Weftern  Coun- 
ties of  Pennfylvania,  on  account  of  the  excife  on 
whifky.  Thefe  difcontents  were,  in  fome  meafure, 
done  away,  or,  at  leaft,  they  produced  no  ferious 
confequences,  before  the  inftitution  of  the  Democra- 
tic Societies  :  with  this  inftitution  they  revived,  and 
aflumed  a  more  determined  afped:    the  malcontents 


*  At  the  head  of  thefe  we  may  venture  to  place  "Benjamin  Franklin. 
■Bache,  a  grand- fon  (whether  in  ajiraight  or  crooked  line,!  know  not)  of 
Old  Doftor  Franklin.  This  is  the  man  whom  the  doclor  left  his  books 
and  printing-office  to,  and  good  ufe  has  he  made  of  them. The  hiftory 
of  the  types  of  this  office  would  be  an  amuling  performance:  it  would 
be  curious  to  trace  them  from  the  oppofition  of  the  Britilh  Colo- 
nial government  to  as  determined  an  oppolition  againft  the  govern- 
ment raifed  on  its  ruins ;  from  the  old  laws  of  hypocritical  moral- 
ity, contained  in  the  pages  of  Poor  Richard's  Almanac,  to  the  blaf- 
phemous  nonlenle  of  the  French  Republic;  n  Calendar.  Thefe  types^ 
were,  indeed,  a  rich  legacy.  Their  proprietor  may,  with  a  trifling 
change,  join  in  chorus  with  the  highwayman  in  the  Beggar's  Opera. 

"  See  the  types  I  hold  ! 

"  See  the  types  I  hold  ! 
"  Let  the  chemifts  toil  like  afies, 
"   My  ink  their  fire  furpafles, 

*'  And  tunis  7?vy  lead  to  ?old  ! 

"  And  turns  my  lead  to  gold  I 

It  mint  be  confefled,  however,  that,  in  one  initance,  be  did, 
for  a  moment,  difcover  more  conftftency  than  the  reft  of  his  fellow 
labourers.  He  did  defend  his  friends  Barrcre,  Collot  (PHcrbois,  and 
Billaud  deVarennes,  even  after  he  looked  upon  them  as  dead  !  Of 
*'  the  three"  fays  he,  il  Barrere  is  moft  to  be  regretted." — And 
why? —  "  Becaufe  be prefnled  in  the  convention  -when  Louis  ivas  con- 
"  demned,  and  exprelsly  declared,  that  the  Tree  of  Liberty  tnuft  be 

"  watered  -with  the  blood  of  the  Tyrant." Thefe  are  the  humane 

and  grateful  Citizen  Bache's  reafons  for  regretting  the  fall  of  Bar- 
rere I  Would  not  one  imagine  that  hemuft  have  been  fuckled  with 
blood  ?  His  friends  defend  him  (God  defend  me  from  the  defence 
of  fuch  friends)  by  infifting  that  he  is  a  fool,  and  the  mere  cat's- 
paw  of  the  fupportcrs  of  his  paper.  Of  the  two,  I  muft  confefs, 
that  a  hireling  is  lefs  deteftable  than  a.favage,  and  as  I  wifh  to  ex- 
cite as  little  rieteftation  againft  Bache,  as  juftice  will  admit  of,  I 
leave  him  to  take  his  choice  of  the  two  charafters. 
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had  now  a  rallying  point ;  by  means  of  the  affiliation 
they  communicated  their  pretended  grievances  to  every 
corner  of  the  Union,  from  whence  they  inftantly  re- 
ceived affurances  of  aid  and  fupport  of  the  clubs. 
Thus  encouraged,  they  proceeded  from  one  excefs  to 
another,  till,  at  laft,  leveral  counties  were  officially 
declared  to  be  in  a  flate  of  actual  infurrec"tion. 

To  give  a  detailed  account  of  this  infurrection, 
were  it  confident  with  my  circumfcribed  plan,  would 
be  of  little  ufe.  That  fifteen  tboufand  men  were 
obliged  to  quit  their  homes  and  bufinefs,  to  encounter 
a  campaign  of  uncommon  hardlhip  and  toil ;  that  many 
of  thele  peaceable,  orderly  citizens  (citizens  in  the  true 
fenfe  of  the  word)  loft  their  lives  in  confequence  of 
the  fatigues  they  underwent,  leaving  their  allies  to  be 
trod  on  by  the  vile  infurgents ;  that  the  expenfes  of 
the  armament  to  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  are 
to  be  deducted  from  the  fruits  of  induftry  ;  thefe  are 
well  known,  and  will  be  long  remembered  facts,  and 
therefore  need  no  hiftorian.  It  is  to  the  influence  that 
the  Democratic  Clubs  had  in  producing  the  infurrec- 
tion, and  its  confequent  calamities,  that  I  wilh  to  di- 
rect the  reader's  attention. 

As  foon  as  the  Club  at  Philadelphia  was  formed, 
limilar  ones  were  formed  in  the  Weftern  Counties, 
compofed  entirely  of  men,  who  were  not  only  oppofed 
to  the  excife  law,  but  to  the  government  which  had 
enadted  it.  Meflengers  and  emilfaries  palFed  continu- 
ally between  the  clubs  in  the  Eaft  and  thofe  in  the 
Weft.  From  this  time  the  refolves  of  the  malcontents 
aflumed  another  tone.  Thele  refractory  people  had 
hitherto  confined  their  demands  to  a  repeal  of  the 
excife  law  ;  but  they  now  talked  of  forcing  the  go- 
vernment to  open  the  navigation  of  the  MiUiffippi, 
and  complained,  in  the  ftyle  of  Genet  and  the  Clubs, 
ag3inft  the  Proclamation  of  Neutrality,  and,  in  lhort, 
againft  the  whole  of  the  conduct  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment- 
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Let  any  one  read  their  toaftr  and  refolves,  and  ob- 
ferve  their  manner  of  proceeding,  and  compare  thefe 
with  thole  of  the  Democratic  Societies  ;  and  then  be- 
lieve, if  he  can,  that  they  were  not  both  actuated  with 
the  fame  fpirit,  and  had  not  the  fame  objects  in  view  ; 
namely,  a  war  with  Britain,  and  the  deftru&ion  of 
the  General  Government.  During  two  years  had 
the  Weitern  complaints  exifted  :  the  complainants 
had  often  afTembled,  and  had  pafTed  refolves  without 
number  about  their  deteftable  drink;  but  never^till 
now  did  they  join  their  caufe  to  that  of  France  :  ne- 
ver till  now  did  they  wear  national  cockades,  or  rally 
under  the  tree  of  liberty  mounted  with  a  bloody  Pa- 
rifian  cap.  Will  any  man  in  his  fenfes  believe  that 
thefe  were  mere  whims,  freaks  of  fancy,  that  came 
athwart  their  brains  by  chance,  without  the  leaft  ad- 
vice or  prior  inftruction  from  their  friends  in  the  Eaft  ? 

Let  us  hear  our  old  friend  Citizen  FauchePs  opinion 
on  this  fubjeci.  In  giving  his  mafters  an  account  of 
the  breaking  out  of  the  infurreftion,  he  fays  :  "  In 
"  the  mean  time  popular  focieties  are  formed ;  politi- 
"  cal  ideas  concentre  themfelves  ;  the  patrioVc  party 
"  unite  and  more  clofely  connect  themfelves,  &c." — 
Then,  after  giving  them  adefcription  of  the  Wellern 
people  and  the  nature  of  their  drink,  &o  he  adds  : 
"  Now,  as  the  common  difpatches  inform  you,  thefe 
<c  complaints  were  fyfiematizing  by  the  converfations 
"  of  influential  men,  who  retired  into  thefe  wild  coun- 
"  tries,  and  who,  from  principle,  or  by  a  feries  of 
"  particular  heart-burnings,  animated  difcontents  alrea- 
"  dy  near  effervefcence.  At  laft,  the  local  explofion 
"  is  effecled'  The  Weftern  people  calculated  on  be- 
"  ing  fupported  by  fome  difiinguijhed  characlers  in  the 
"  Eafiy  and  even  imagined  they  had  in  the  bofom  of 
*\  the  government  fome  abettors,  who  might  fliare  in 

their  grievances  or  their  principles." 


a 


» 


I  fhall  not  attempt  to  point  out  thefe  diftinguifked 

characlers  in  the  Eafi  ;    but  let  the  reader  recoiled 
that  Mr.  Dallas  was  one  in  the  leaders  of  the  Mother, 


(    35     ) 

and  then  let  him  read  the  following  extract  from  ano- 
ther part  of  Faucbet's  Letter' 


(( 


"  Of  all  the  governors,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  ap- 
pear at  the  head  of  the  requiiitions,  the  governor 
of  Pennfylvania  alone  enjoyed  the  name  of  Republi- 
"  can;  his  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafu- 
"  ry  and  of  his  fyftems  was  known  to  be  unfavourable. 
"  The  fecretary  of  this  Jiate  poffeffed  great  influence 
"  in  the  Popular  Society  of  Philadelphia,  which  in 
"  its  turn  influenced  thofe  of  other  ftates  ;  of  courfe 
"  he  merited  attention.  It  appears  therefore  that 
f*  thefe  men,  with  others  unknown  to  me,  all  having 
"  without  doubt  Randolph  at  their  head,  were  ba- 
"  lancing  to  decide  on  their  party.  Two  or  three 
"  days  before  the  proclamation  was  publilhed,  and  of 
"  courfe  before  the  cabinet  had  refolved  on  its  mea- 
t(  fures,  Mr.  Randolph  came  to  fee  me  with  an  air 
f  .of  great  eagernefs,  and  made  to  me  the  overtures, 
"  of  which  I  have  given  you  an  account  in  my  No.  6. 
"  Thus,  with  fome  thoufands  of  dollars,  the  Repub- 
"  lie  could  have  decided  on  civil  war  or  on  peace  ! 
"  Thus  the  confeiences  of  the  pretended  patriots  of 
fC  America  have  already  their  prices !  It  is  very  true 
"  that  the  certainty  of  thefe  conclufions,  painful  to  be 
u  drawn,  will  for  ever  exifl  in  our  archives!  What 
"  will  be  the  old  age  of  this  government,  if  it  is  thus 
ft  early  decrepid  !" 

From  the  conduct  of  the  democrats  prior  to  the 
breaking  out  of  the  infurredtion,  we  naturally  come  to 
that  which  they  obferved  lublequcnt  to  that  event; 
and  here  we  fhall  find  nothing  but  what  tends  to 
ftrengthen  the  charge  againft  them.  Immediately  upon 
the  iitiiing  of  the  Prefident's  proclamation,  all  the  pa- 
pers devoted  to  the  French  Minifter  and  his  clubs,  and 
particularly  Bathe's,  which  might  be  looked  upon  as  the 
mirror  of  their  fentiments,  attacked,  with  all  their 
malice,  both  thole  who  ilfucd,  and  thofe  who  were 
ready  to  obey  it.  Every  art  wasufed  to  inftil  into  the 
minds  of  the  militia,  that  they  were  called  on  to  cut  the 
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throats  of  their  fellow  citizens  merely  to  fupport  the 
rich  creditors  of  the  State  ;  and,  of  courfe,  that  they 
ought  not  to  obey  the  fummons  to  attend.     "  As  vio- 
"  lent  means,"   (fays  Bache's  paper  of  the  20th  of 
Auguft)   "  As  violent  means  appear  the  defire  of  high- 
"  toned  government  men,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  thofe 
"  who  derive  the  molt  benefit  from  our  revenue  laws, 
"  will  be  the  foremoft  to  march  ao-ainft  the  Weftern 
"  Infurgents.     Let  ftock-holders,  bank  directors,  fpe- 
culators,  and  revenue  officers  arrange  themfelves 
immediately  under  the  banners  of  the  treafury,   and 
try  their  prowefs  in  arms,   as  they  have  done  in  cal- 
"  eolation.    The  prompt  recourie  to  hoftilities  will  no 
"   doubt  operate   upon  the  knights  of  our  country  to 
"  appear  in  military  array,  and  then  the  poor  but  in- 
"  dnjtrious  citizen  will  not  be  obliged  to  /pill  the  blood  of 
ti  his  fellow  citizen  to  gratify  certain  refentments,  and 
iC  expofe  himfelf  to  the   lofs  of  life  and  of  limb  to 
"  fupport  a  funding  order-"     In  the  fame  paper  of  the 
26th  of  Auguft  :   "  The  difcontents  which  have  taken 
**  place  in  the  Weftern  Counties,  and  which  have  ap- 
**  peared  in  the  form  of  open  hoftility  to  law,   and  in- 
"  deed  the  diffatisfaclions  that  are  to  be  found  in  every 
"  part  of  the  continent,  may  be  readily  accounted  for, 
"  by  a  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  our   govern- 
'*  ment  from  its  birth.     The   bantling  fancied   itfelf 
"  fomethirg  royal,  before  it   was  able  to  ftand  alone, 
"  and  iince  it  has  been  progrefling  towards  manhood, 
"  the  State  dignity,  luperciliouihefs  and  manners  of  a 
"  monarch  have  characterized  its  actions.     To  fupport 
'**  itfelf  in  royal  pomp,  arofe  the  funding  and  banking 
"  fyftems,  excifes,  &c.     Nothing   but  coronets  and 
"  ftars  are   wanting,  to  the  ftockholders.     Is  this  a 
<s  land  of  liberty  ?     Is  this  a  land  where  citizens  are 
<i  equal?  It  would  be  no  wonder  if  every  citizen,   who 
'*  is  not  immediately  interefted  in  the  funding  fyftem, 
**  fliould rife  up,  and   with  one  word   exclaim  againfl 
"  its  iniquity,"  or,  in  other  words,  join  the  infurgents. 

Such  was  the  language  of  the  democrats,  at  the  very 
moment  that  the  inlurreftion  wore  the  molt  threaten- 
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ing  afpecT:,  and  fuch  was  the  effect  it  had  on  fome  de- 
fcriptions  of  the  people,  that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  dif- 
ficulty a  fufficient  number  of  men  were  collected  to 
make  up  the  quota  of  the  State  of  Pennfylvania. 

Mr.  Findley,  the  ingenious  hiftorian  of  the  Weflern 
Infurrection,  and  a  principal  adtor  in  it,  infifts,  with  a 
?nodeJ}y  becoming  his  country,  that  the  infurrection 
ought  to  be  attributed  entirely  to  the  irritable  beat  of 
the  weather,  during  the  dog-days  of  1794  ;  and,  of 
eourfe  he  wifhes  us  to  believe,  that  it  was  quelled  by 
the  returning  coolnefs  of  October  and  November.  It 
muft  be  confeffed  that  the  infurgents  were  afflicted  with 
a  fort  of  canine  malady,  for  they  fnapped  at  the  hand 
that  yielded  them  protection  ;  but,  I  believe,  few  peo- 
ple, after  what  has  been  faid  above,  will  not  remain 
well  convinced,  that  the  infurre&ion  was  fomented  by 
democratic  fuel,  paid  for  with  French  Gold  ;  and  that 
it  was  cooled  again  by  the  approach  of  General  Wafh- 
ington,  at  the  head  of  fifteen  thoufand  men. 

For  the  fake  of  preferving  connection,  fome  ftriking 
traits  of  fans-culottifm,  which  took  place  prior  to  the 
epoch  at  which  we  are  now  arrived,  have  been  omitted ; 
but  they  are  too  characleriftic  of  the  Cett  whole  hiftory 

I  am  writing,  to  pafs  altogether  unnoticed. 

As  I  have  more  than  once  obferved,  that  the  Demo- 
crats aped  the  regenerated  French  in  all  their  follies, 
and  in  all  their  crimes  as  far  as  they  were  able,  it  will 
be  underllood,  that  they  made  a  boaftof  being  atheifts 
or  deifts  as  theConvcntion  changed  its  creed.  When  the 
faction  of  Dan  ton  feemed  to  preponderate,  and  members 
exclaimed  againft  the  "  ariftocracy  of  heaven  ;"  when 
the  infamous  Dupont  exclaimed  :  "  Oh  !  ihame,  Legif- 
"  lators  of  the  Jniverfe  !   You  have  hurled  down  the 

II  thrones  of  kings,  and  you  yet  fuft'er  the  altars  of  God 
"  to  remain  !"  Then  the  Democrats  made  an  open 
profeflion  of  Atheifm.  But  when  Robefpierre  obtain- 
ed the  afcendency,  and  ordered  theConvcntion  todecree, 
that  there  was  a  Supreme  Being  (Etre  Supreme)  ;  then 
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did  our  good  fans-culottes  burn  incenfe  on  the  altars  of 
deifm,  with  as  much  devotion  as  the  ragged  groups  of 
St.  Marceau  and  the  whores  and  bullies  of  the  Palais  de 
U  Eg  a  lite. 

It  has  been  ofcen  obferved,  that,  however  widely 
atheifm  and  deifm  may  differ  in  theory,  in  practice,  that 
is  in  their  effects,  they  are  nearly  the  fame.  So  it  hap- 
pens now  ;  for,  whether  they  profefTed  the  opinions  of 
Danton  or  thole  of  his  bloody  fucceffor,  they  {till  teftifi- 
ed  the  fame  hatred  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  and  perfe- 
cted, with  every  infult  they  durft  offer,  all  thofe  who 
had  courage  enough  to  (land  forward  in  its  defence. 

The  firft  affault  of  this  kind  was  on  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Abercrombie  of  the  Epifcopal  Church,  Philadel- 
phia. This  gentleman  had  preached  a  fermon,  warn- 
ing his  congregation  againft  the  contagion  of  French 
atheifm  and  deifm.  For  this  inftance  of  becoming 
zeal  in  the  difcharge  of  the  mod  imperious  of  all 
duties,  he  was  attacked  in  the  public  papers ;  accufed 
of  bigotry,  of  being  an  enemy  to  the  caufe  of  liberty, 
and  of  the  French  people.  There  was  not  a  worthy 
man  in  the  city,  who  did  not  feel  an  indignation 
againft  the  authors  of  this  unprovoked  calumny,  and 
who  did  not  regret,  that  the  injured  clergyman  mould 
fee  the  neceffity  of  anfwering  it.  Dreadful  times 
indeed  are  thofe,  when  thefervants  of  the  Lord  are 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  public,  for  daring  to  obey 
the  commands  of  their  mafter  !  For  daring  to  defend 
him  againft  thofe,  who  brand  him  with  the  name  of 
cheat  and  impoftor  !* 

*  About  the  fame  time  that  this  infult  was  offered  to  Mr.  Aber- 
crombie, a  paragraph  appeared  in  the  Philadelphia  Gazette,  pub- 
Hfhed  by  one  Brown,  containing  a  lift  of  eminent  men,  who  had 
arilen  on  "  the  democratic  floor,"  and  concluding  with,  Marat. 
St.  Paul,  and  Jefuj  Chrifl. 

I  have  mentioned  this  fcandalous  paragraph  in  fo  many  places, 
that  I  ftiould  not  have  done  it  here,  had  not  its  exiftence  been  de* 
nied  in  a  pamphlet  lately  published  by  a  Scotch  run-away,  whofe 
name  is  Calender,  and  who  was,  it  feems,  the  editor  of  the  gazette  at 
the  time-  The  paragraph  appeared  in  the  paper  above-mentioned, 
on  the  20th  of  June,  in  the  memorable  1794. 
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This  pulpit  evefdropping  having,  in  fome  meafure 
fucceeded,  they  cart  their  fcrutinizing  fcowling  eyes 
over  the  out-fide  of  the  church.  Here  they  found 
a  fmall  wooden  buft  of  George  II.  This  buft,  like 
the  Old  Stump  at  Bofton,  had  remained  very  quiet 
during  the  American  revolution ;  but  could  not  en- 
dure the  fiery  ordeal  of  the  French  revolution.  Trifling 
circurnftances  like  thefe  Ihow  the  difference  in  the 
influence  which  thefe  revolutions  have  had  on  men's 
minds,  in  a  ftronger  light  than  the  mod  important 
events  can  do,  and  prove  what  I  have  always  aflerted ; 
namely,  that  the  moderation  which  marked  the  Ameri- 
can character  in  the  laft  revolution,  mull  not  be  count- 
ed upon,  mould  another  take  place. 

The  difcovery  of  the  buft  was  no  fooner  made,  than 
the  Democrats  formed  the  refolution  of  deftroying  it ; 
or,  in  the  language  of  Cregeire,  of  committing  an  act 
of  vandalifm.  They  accordingly  publifhed  the  follow- 
ing  card,  as  they  called  it,  in  their  printer  Bache's 
gazette  of  the  21ft  July,   IJ94* 

"  To  the  Clergy  and  Vejlry  of  Chrijl  Church. 

"  Gentlemen, 

"  It  is  the  wifli  of  many  refpe&able  citizens,  that 
"  you  would  caufe  the  image  and  crown  of  George  II. 
"  to  be  removed  as  readily  as  pollible-  It  has  nothing 
"  to  do  with  the  worfhip  of  the  moft  high  God,  nor 
"  the  government  under  which  we  exift  :  it  has  a  ten- 
"  dency  to  caufe  that  church  to  be  difliked,  while 
"  bearing  the  mark  of  infamy  t  it  has  a  tendency,  to 
"  the  knowledge  of  many,  to  keep  young  and  virtuous 
«  men  from  attending  public  worfhip  :  it  is  therefore 
"  a  public  nuifance. 

"  M." 

One  is  at  a  lofs  which  to  admire  moft,  the  logic, 
the  impudence,  or  the  hypocrify  of  this  intimation. 
How  exaftly,  too,  does  it  imitate  the  ftyle  of  the  Con- 
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vention ;  "young  and  virtuous  men  /"  Canting  rafcals  I 
How  willingly  would  you  have  led  thofe  young  and 
virtuous  men  to  cut  the  throats  of  their  fathers  and 
mothers,  and  of  the  minifters  to  whom  they  were  at- 
tached ! 

In  confequence  of  the  democratic  card,  which  was 
rightly  looked  upon  as  a  threat,  a  veftry  was  called, 
and  it  was  thought  more  advifeable  to  abandon  the  buft 
to  the  fury  of  the  vandals,  than  to  expofe  the  church 
itfelf  to  danger.  Accordingly,  the  barbarians  affem- 
bled  with  ladders,  mallets  and  chiflels.  The  crown 
and  the  projecting  part  of  the  buft  were  chipped  off; 
but  the  profile,  with  G  on  one  fide  of  it  and  II.  on 
the  other,  are  ftill  as  confpicuous  as  ever.  All  that 
the  Democrats  effected,  was,  a  change  in  the  ideas 
awakened  by  the  fight  of  the  buft.  From  a  monument 
of  well-placed  efteem  and  gratitude,  it  is  become  a 
monument  of  democratic  folly  and  bafeneis  and  ran- 
cour and  undiftinguifhing  revenge. 

It  was  eafy  to  perceive,  that  they  did  not  mean  to 
flop  here,  and  therefore  few  people  were  furprifed  at 
their  next  pointing  out  the  propriety  of  taking  the 
mitre  from  the  fteeple.*  This  demand  was  not  made 
in  fuch  direct  and  pofitive  terms,  and  therefore  it  was 
not  complied  with;  but  there  is  little  doubt  but  both 
mitre  and  church  would  have  had  a  tumble  long  ago, 
had  not  the  Weftern  Infurrection  excited  a  general 
hatred  againft  the  clubs,  and  thus  rendered  them  leis 
daring  and  infolent. 

At  the  fame  time  that  we  are  recording  the  violences 
of  the  clubs  againft  Chriftjan  inftitutions,  truth  re- 
quires that  we  mould  confefs,  that  but  too  many  of 
the  clergy  appeared  either  contaminated  with  French 
principles,  or  cowardly  enough  not  to  attempt  an  op- 
pofition  to  their  progrefs.  All  that  can  be  faid  in  the 
defence  of  fuch  men,  is,  that  they  feared  to  offend 

*  'See  Bache's  gazette  of  the  2ift  Auguft,  1794. 
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their  congregations,  on  whom  they  were  totally  de- 
pendent for  Tupport.     This  is  furely  a  very  weak  de- 
fence ;  but,  I  am  afraid,  it  is  one  that  muft  often  be 
made,  where  the  paftor  is  removable  at  the  pleafure 
of  his  flock- 
But,  there  were  others  who  were  not  merely  paf- 
five  ;  who  were  not  afbamed  to  mingle  in  the  baccha- 
nalian orgies  of  the  civic  feftivals,  held  to  celebrate 
the   fucceffes  of  atheifts  over  the  religion  of  which 
they  profeffed  to   be  believers,    and  of  which  they 
were   teachers.     Among   thefe   the  Reverend  Citizen 
Prentifs,  of  Reading,  Maflachufetts,  and  the  Reverend 
Citizen  Doftor  M'K'night,    of  New  York,    claim   the 
fcandalous  pre-eminence. 

Nor  were  the  places  dedicated  to  the  inftrucYion  of 
youth  fecurely  guarded  againft  the  approaches  of  fans- 
culottifm.  Of  this  the  conduct  of  Doctor  Rogers,  a 
teacher  in  the  Univerfity  at  Philadelphia,  exhibits  a 
ftriking  proof.  He  gave  the  boys  of  his  clafs  a  fpeech 
out  of  Shakefpeare's  Harry  V.  to  get  by  heart.  It 
was  the  king's  animating  addrefs  to  his  army  before 
Harfleur  :  "  Once  more  to  the  breach,  dear  friends,''' 
&c.  which,  in  Shakelpeare  ends  thus  : 


i. 


Follow  your  fpirit,  and,  upon  this  charge, 

Cry — God  for  Harry  !  England  !  and  St.  George  !" 

This  conclufion  the  Doctor  parodied  : 

Cry — God  for  Freedom!  France!  and  Robefpierre !"" 


All  the  clafs  repeated*  it  with  the  democratic  emen- 
dation, except  a  little  Engliih  boy  about  ten  or  eleven 
years  of  age,   who  boldly  laid  : 

"  Cry — God  for  Harry  !  England!  and  St-  George!" 

Nor  could  he  be  prevailed  upon  to  alter  the  text. 
This  brave  little  fellow's  name  is   Whitlock,    who, 
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though  a  child,  certainly  pofTefTed  more  tafte,  more 
fenfe,  more  patriotifm  and  more  piety  than  his  Pveve- 
rend  teacher. 

When  the  fweet  Warwickfhire  bard  put  this  noble 
fpeech  into  the  mouth  of  his  favourite  hero,  he  was 
not  bleffed  with  the  hope,  that,  hundreds  of  years  af- 
terwards, and  thoufands  of  miles  diftant,  it  would  call 
forth  fuch  a  noble  fpirit  in  a  child  of  ten  years  of  age. 

Before  I  return  to  take  my  leave  of  the  Democratic 
Societies,  I  truft  the  reader  will  not  be  difpleafed  with 
an  account  of  the  civic  fete  of  the  23d  Thermidor  (10th 
of  Auguft,  "  ftyle  of  the  flaves"),  which  was  celebra- 
ted at  Philadelphia  in  1794. 

To  ward  off  every  charge  of  mifreprefentation,  I 
fliall  confine  my  felf  to  a  literal  tranflation  of  the  Proces 
Verbal  (Minutes  of  the  proceedings),  fent  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  which  may  be  feen  in  the  French  Phi- 
ladelphia gazette  of  the  25th  Thermidor,  1 2th  of  Auguft, 
"  ftyle  of  the  flaves/'  as  the  humane  French  Governor 
of  Gaudaloupe  calls  it. 

"  At  fun-rife  the  fete  was  announced  by  a  falve  of 
'*  11  guns,  in  allufion  to  the  22d  of  Sept — At  eight 
"  o'clock  another  falve  of  10  guns,  at  once  announced 
'«  the  fete  of  the  10th  Auguft,  and  the  hour  of  af- 
"  fembling. 

'•'  The  French  and  American  citizens  now  repaired 
"  to  the  centre  fquare,  where  the  order  of  march 
"  was  to  be  fettled  on  :  the  greateft  part  of  the  citi- 
"  zens  wore  oak-boughs,  and  little  bunches  of  ears  of 
"  wheat,  ornamented  with  tricolored  ribbons. 


it 


In  the  middle  of  the  fquare  there  was  an  obeliik 
[made  of  paJte-board~\,    decorated  with  attributes 
of  liberty.    On  the  four  fides  of  the  obelilk  were 
tc  engraven  [engraven  on  pafte-board  mind]  the  fol- 
lowing infcriptions  : 


a 


a 
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u  To  Immortality* 

rt  The  French  Republic  one  and  indivifible. 

"  Liberty,  Equality,  Fraternity. 

"  Tremble  Tyrants,  your  reign  is  over. 

u  A  deputation  of  French  citizens  then  went  to 
"  che  French  Minifter's  where  the  chiefs  civil  and 
"  military  of  the  State  of  Pennfyhania  were  aflembled. 
*?  A  deputy  announced  to  the  minifter  that  the  good 
"  people  were  waiting  for  their  reprefentatives.  They 
"  immediately  came  to  the  fquare  preceded  by  the  flags 
ie  of  the  two  nations,  marching  to  the  noife  of  drums 
"  and  cannons,  and  amidfr.  the  cries,  a  hundred  times 
*f  repeated,  of  Vive  la  Republique  Francoife  !  [I  will 
not  difgrace  our  language  by  tranflating  the  vile  accla- 
mation] ;  "  and  war-like  mufic  played,  by  intervals, 
**  airs  analogous  to  the  tranfports  which  burft  forth 
"   from  every  quarter. 

"  When  every  thing  was  ready,  ten  guns  were  fired 
"  as  a  lignal  for  the  march.  Two  pieces  of  cannon, 
11  followed  by  French  and  American  cannoneers,  took 
'*  the  lead.  The  hatred  that  we  were  going  to  fwear 
"  againft  tyrants,  was  written  on  every  countenance. 
"  The  anniverfary  of  the  destruction  of  defpotifm 
"  painted  on  every  face  patriotifm,  libertv,  and  etjual- 
"  ity. 

u  The  obelijk  ivas  carried  by  four  citizens,  two 
**  French  and  two  American,  in  red  liberty  caps  : 
•  thefe  were  followed  by  a  French  grenadier, 
"  bearing  a  pike  furmounted  with  a  liberty  cap.'' 

Now  comes  the  prettieftpart  of  the  proceffiou. 


<'. 


a 


Twelve  ytoingcitoyenttfs  (or  flie  citizens),  drefled 
in  pure  white,  adorned  with  civic  crowns  and  ceftu- 
"  fes  tricolor,  each  bearing  a  little  balket  of  Rowers, 
**  furrounded  the  obeliflc." 

F 
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What  a  contrail  there  was  between  thefe  little  in- 
nocent lambs,  with  their  flower-bafkets,  and  the 
i  war  thy  grenadier  with  his  bloody  pike  and  cap  ! 


a 


The  French  Minifter,  the  Confuls,the  chiefs  civil 
**  and  military  of  Pennfylvania,  marched  in  the  centre 
**  of  the  proceilion." 

Indeed  it  was  diverting  enough  to  fee  thefe  great 
perfonages,  the  good  fober-looking,  pot-bellied  chiefs  of 
Pennsylvania,  come  fqueezing,  and  mouldering,  and 
zigzaging  along,  like  fo  many  raw  recruits  at  drill. 
They  were  formed  into  what  military  men  call  a  pla- 
toon, and  never  did  my  eyes  behold  fo  awkward  a 
fquad. 

There  is  a  final!  omifhon  in  this  part  of  the  Proces 
Verbal,  which  I  mall  fupply. — Before  the  proceffion 
left  the  centre  fquare,  the  Englifo  flag,  which  had  been 
brought  thither  reverfcd,  under  the  flags  of  France  and 
America,  was  burnt  before  the  obelifk,  amidfl  the  tri- 
umphant hootings  of  the  brave  fons  of  liberty  and  equal- 
ity.— This  was  by  way  of  retaliation  for  Lord  Howe's 
victory  over  the  fans-culotte  fleet,  the  news  of  which 
had  arrived  the  day  before. 

"  The  preceflion  advanced  to  the  garden  of  the 
tl  Minifler  Francois,  where  there  was  an  altar  eredt- 
(i  ed  to  the  country,  on  which  flood  the  goddefs  of 
"  liberty.  The  flags  of  the  two  nations  were  planted 
"  on  each  fide  of  her,  while  the  little  me  citizen* 
"  were  ranged  round  the  altar. 

"  Patriotic  hymns  were  now  fiing,  accompanied 
"  with  mufic  J  and  while  the  moil  tender  and  melting 
'*  invocations  were  put  up,  the  lhe  citizens  made  to  the 
"  o-oddcfs  a  fweet  fmellirfg  offering  of  the  flowers  they 
"  had  brought,  with  which  they  covered  her  altar, 
"  with  an  innocent  zeal  peculiar  to  their  age. 
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The  patriotic  hymns  being  ended,  an  oration  was 
made  by  a  Citizen  Francois,*  and  then  the  Minifies 
Francois  made  another,  and  then  the  whole  fwore  to 
be  faithful  to  the  Republic  The  bed  of  this  was, 
three-fourths  of  the  audience  did  not  understand  a 
word  of  what  they  heard,  of  what  they  fwore  to,  or 
even  of  the  oath  they  took. 

"  The  Minifter  had  hardly  time  to  conclude,  when 
"  the  cries  [or  howlings]  of  Five  la  Republique  Fran- 
**  CQisune  et  indivifibk  /  burfl  forth  from  every  thro.it. 

fC  A  difcharge  of  cannon,  a  war-like  march,  and  a 
"  roll  of  the  drums,  expretfed  the  joy  of  the  people, 
"  and  Signified  that  every  heart  was  glad — Inflantly 
f*  the  ranks  broke  off,  and  dances  were  formed  round 
u  the  altar  of  liberty,  and  over  all  the  enclofure." 

Thefe  dances  were  the  fineft  fun  I  ever  enjoyed- 
The  patriotic  hymns  were  well  enough  ;  four  hundred 
fellows  howling  out  French  bornbaft,  without  under- 
ftanding  a  word  of  it,  was  not  a  bad  fpecimen  of  fra- 
ternal diflonance  ;  but  to  behold  fifty  or  Sixty  groupes, 
promifcoufly  formed,  whittling,  finging  and  capering 
about  they  knew  not  why  nor  wherefore  ;  and  to  fee 
the  "  chiefs  civil  and  military  of  Ptnnfylvania"  heav- 
ing up  their  legs,  and  endeavouring  to  ape  the  light- 
heeled  mounfeers,  was  a  fpeftacle  which,  I  truft,  has 
been  feldom  equalled — In  one  part  of  the  garden  yqp 
heard  the  chorus  of  the  bloody 

Ah  !  ca  ira,  ca  ira,  ga  ira, 
Les  shijlocrats  a  la  Lanterne. 

*  [t  is  well  worthy  of  remark-,  that  this  qration,  which  wag 
Cent- to  the  convention,  contained  a  high  ftrained  compliment  to 
Rtbtfpierre,  jufr.  at  the  very  time  that  the  convention  and  their 
mob  Mere  hacking  and  (hooting  and  guillotining  him. — Had  the 
•firtuous  civic  ,v'.v.r  known  this,  they  would  have  curled  him  nio.il 
heartily  j  a*,  indeed,  they  did  two  months  afterward;. — Wiat  a 
pity  it  is,  t'lp.t  there  i;  no  means  by  which  our  fans  cuiottes  can 
come  at  the  exact  ftate  of  things  in  France  at  tlie  moijieni  th 
are  franiing  their  toafls  anc\  refolve;  '  , 
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In  another  : 

Danfons  la  carmagnole, 
Vive  le  forty  vive  le  fan 
Du  canon. 

While  in  another, 

Alons  enfans  de  lapatrie 

feemed  to  ifTue  from  the  lungs  of  twenty  infernals. 
But  what  was  ftill  moft  ludicrous,  was,  to  hear  all  this 
uttered,  by  the  greateft  part  of  the  chanters,  in  an 
accent  barbarous  beyond  defcripticn.  But,  to  proceed 
with  my  tranflation : 

"  During  the  reft  of  the  day,  public  joy  was  ma- 
"  nifefted  all  over  the  city." — That's  a  lie.  One 
half  of  the  people  of  the  city  cared  nothing  at  all 
about  the  fete,  and  were  aftonifhed  and  aJhamed  that 
the  cannons  of  the  ftate  mould  be  employed  on  fuch  an 
occafion  ;  and  I  venture  to  affirm,  that  not  one-twen- 
tieth part  of  thofe  who  aflifted  at  it,  would  have  af- 
filed, had  they  known  they  were  celebrating  the  anni- 
verfary  of  the  fall  of  Louis  XVI.  and  the  horrid  and 
cowardly  murder  of  the  Swifs  guards-  This  remark 
juftice  demanded  in  defence  of  thofe  who  attended 
through  ignorance.  With  regard  to  the  "  chiefs,  civil 
tc  and  military  of  Pennfylvania,*'  as  I  have  too  much 
refpecl  for  them  to  accufe  them  of  ignorance,  I  leave 
them  to  defend  themfelves. 

We  muft  now  return  to  the  Democratic  Clubs.  In 
what  remains  to  be  faid  of  them  I  mall  be  very  concife. 

Though  they  were  inftituted  for  the  exprefspurpofe 
of  clogging  the  wheels  of  government,  weakening  its 
power,  and  exciting  a  fpirit  of  difcontent  among  the 
people,  that  might  acquire  ftrength  enough  to  force 
it  into  a  war  on  the  fide  of  France,  or  totally  annihi- 
late it ;  yet  there  were  three  meafures  in  this  continu- 
ed opposition,  againft  which  the  Democrats  made  a 
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bolder  (land  than  ufual,  and  called  forth  more  than 
ordinary  exertions;  namely,  the  Proclamation  of  Neu- 
trality, the  enforcing  obedience  to  the  Exci/e-Laiv, 
and  the  fanclioning  of  the  Britiff)  Treaty*  They  had 
entered  their  folemn  protert  againft  the  two  former, 
and  had  uied  every  means  in  their  power  to  effect  a 
forcible,  and  even  an  armed  oppofition  to  them  ;  and 
their  conduct  with  refpect  to  the  latter  was  exactly  of 
the  fame  defcription-  But,  of  every  partof  this  conduct, 
their  refolves  againft  the  appointment  of  the  man  beit 
calculated  to  bring  about  an  accommodation  ;  their  pub - 
lilhing  the  treaty  in  a  mutilated  form  with  their  own  in- 
vidious mifreprefentations;  their  difpatching  runners  to 
all  the  principal  towns,  to  exafperate  the  difcontented, 
and  deceive  the  weak  ;  their  dilhonourable  means  of 
obtaining  petitions  to  Congrefs  againft  it  ;  the  intrigues 
of  Randolph  and  Fauchet ,  and  the  embarraffment  and 
alarm  their  machinations  fpread  through  the  country  ; 
all  thefe  are  fo  freih  in  every  one's  memory,  that  it  is 
ufelefs  to  dwell  on  them  here.  Certain  it  is  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  nor  will  they  be,  while 
Peter  Porcupine's  writings  are  remembered;  and  though 
thefe  latter  are  afTuredly  not  deftined  to  long  life,  I 
hope  they  will  outlive  the  infernal  feci:  of  the  Jacobins, 
and  if  this  hope  be  to  be  realized,  I  fincerely  wiih  they 
may  fink  into  oblivion  to-morro\v« 

The  Weftern  Infurrection  and  its  effects  had  already 
rendered  the  Democrats  extremely  odious  ;  here 
their  mifchievous  efforts  touched  the  pockets  and  the 
lives  of  the  people  ;  and  their  failure  in  the  laft  attempt 
to  trouble  the  peace  of  the  Union,  obliged  them  to  hide 
their  heads.  The  dark  caballing  clubs  do,  indeed,  ftill 
exift ;  but  they  either  never  meet,  or  they  dare  not 
publilh  their  refolves.  However,  let  not  the  friends 
of  the  General  Government,  of  order,  of  peace  and  of 
general  happinefs  and  profperity,  imagine  that  the  feci: 
is  annihilated.  They  only  wait  for  a  more  favourable 
moment,  and  Ihould  the  indifcretion  or  fupinenefs  of 
the  found  part  of  the  community  fuffer  that  moment  to 
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arrive,  they  will  obtain  an  afcendency  that  will  enable 
them  to  inflicl  fignal  vengeance  for  their  paft  difap- 
pointments.  From  their  reign  God  defend  me  and 
mine  ! 

From  one  juflifled  by  his  talents  in  being  anxious 
about  his  reputation  as  a  writer,  the  imperfeclnefs  of 
this  Iketch  would  require  an  apology.  As  this  is  not 
ray  cafe,  I  fhall  make  none.  However,  as  publifher  of 
the  hiftory  of  Jacobinifm,  I  hope  I  can  promife  my- 
felf,  that  the  fatisfaclion  the  reader  will  derive  from 
the  book  itfelf,  will  induce  him  to  excufe  the  faults  of 
(he  Appendix. 
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